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SVCA Board 
names its 
committees 
for 2026
Directors also 
approve stormwater 
easement for 
101 Polo Park Drive
By Bill Helm 
Editor

SUDDEN VALLEY — The Sud-
den Valley Community Association’s 
Board of Directors made appoint-
ments to the association’s various 
committees on Jan. 8.

First, the board appointed John 
Gingrich and Marty Jeide to the asso-
ciation’s finance committee.

Sudden Valley’s Finance Commit-
tee supports the board by providing 
oversight of the association’s finan-
cial activity and budgets.

This committee usually meets the 
third Wednesday of the Month at 6:30 
p.m. on Zoom.

The SVCA Board then appointed 
Chad Avery, Gary Bera, Elizabeth 
Huthert, Jeff Mildner, Ken Van de Pol-
der, Mitch Waterman and April West 
to its Long-Range Planning Commit-
tee.

Also known as LRPC, this com-
mittee is responsible for generating 
the association’s three-year, five-year 
and 10-year community plans on an 
annual basis. 

Volunteers are welcome to par-
ticipate in a variety of subcommittees 
and task forces. This committee usu-
ally meets the first Thursday of the 
month at 6:30 p.m. in Multipurpose 
Room A.

Next, the board appointed Joe Ad-
ams, Rob Gibbs, Donn Jamtaas, Jo 
Jean Kos and Michael Wadsworth to 
its Nominations and Elections Com-
mittee. Both Adams and Gibbs are 
also on the SVCA Board.

The Nominations & Elections 
Committee is charged with the over-
sight of all election activities. 

They not only solicit candidates 
for the Board and their own commit-
tee for annual election, but they also 
solicit candidates for the Finance & 
Architectural Control Committees.

By Bill Helm 
Editor

SUDDEN VALLEY — On Jan. 22, the 
Sudden Valley Board approved five capital 
requests for a total of nearly $365K. 

However, four of those projects will uti-
lize funding from the association’s 2026 
Capital Road Budget. 

The other, for $48,048, is to replace the 
association’s Turfcare tractor. That money 
will come from CRRRF, which stands for 
Capital Repair and Replacement Reserve 
Fund.

According to a Jan. 22 memo to the 

board from Golf Course Superintendent 
Greg Wadden, the association’s tractor 
“has reached the end of its serviceable 
lifespan and is scheduled for replacement 
in 2026.”

Although the association has a $56,243 
2026 CRRRF budget for this purchase, 
the nine board members who attended 
the Jan. 22 meeting supported Wadden’s 
recommendation to purchase a Kubota 
M5660SUHD tractor for $48,048. 

Wadden said in his memo that turfcare 
tractors “are key pieces of equipment that 
need to be reliable for efficient use.”

Wadden explained that the existing New 
Holland tractor has a current hour meter 
reading of 3983.2, which he said is “equiva-
lent to roughly 350,000 miles of use.”

“Expenses for this unit have exceeded 
its current book value,” he wrote to the 
board, “and it’s now time for replacement.”

The first Roads expense the SVCA Board 
approved was for $44,995 for on-call engi-
neering services in 2026 to address emer-
gent issues

related to roadway and drainage infra-
structure. In a Jan. 22 memo to the SVCA 
Board, Mike Brock, the association’s Main-
tenance & Facilities manager, stated that 

the allocated funds will allow “rapid re-
sponse to unanticipated damage or issues 
that arise outside of planned capital im-
provements.”

Brock’s memo explained that services 
provided with this money “may include but 
are not limited to technical evaluations, 
preliminary engineering and permitting 
support for unplanned projects that arise.”

“Based on the age of Sudden Valley 
Community Association’s infrastructure, 
emergent issues are anticipated to occur 
on occasion,” Brock explained.

This agenda item included a second 
part, which stated that the request the proj-
ect funds from the 2025 On-Call Engineer-
ing Services, SVCA Capital Code 9925.2 
would be added to this capital request, and 
that Capital Code 9925.2 to be closed out 
with a $0 balance.

Next, the SVCA Board approved the al-
location of $95,613 from Roads for the as-
sociation’s 2026 Fast Response for Unfore-
seen Road and Drainage Issues project to 
cover to cover unexpected road and drain-
age issues that may occur throughout the 
year.”

SUDDEN VALLEY HOSTS ITS 
FIRST OPEN MIC NIGHT

Cullen Sander and the Ridge Boys were one of seven entries at Sudden Valley's first Open Mic Night, Jan. 30. 
More photographs and a story from the inaugural event on page 5. (Kyle Kaltenfeldt/The Views)

Sudden Valley Board approves Roads 
projects, CRRRF fund expenditure

See Committees on 8

See Board on 5
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Trivia in the Barn!
Free family friendly trivia.

Friday, February 20 , 7pmth

SVCA Community Center
8 Barn View Ct, Bellingham, WA 98229

Prizes for the top
3 teams donated

by Tino’s !

Saturdays 9:30am - 11:30am
February 28th, March 14th, 28th, April 11th, 18th

Sudden Valley Community Center
8 Barn View Drive, Sudden Valley • Multi-Purpose Room

MJD CONSTRUCTION
RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL

LIC #MJOCOCL807BP

SANTIAGO CORREA

360-770-8117
MJDCONSTRUCTION1@HOTMAIL.COM

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING
LANDSCAPING | STONE

TILE INSTALLATION
DRYWALL/TAPING

SIDING | FENCE | ROOFING

Sudden Valley Local!

January saw freezing tempera-
tures descend on Sudden Val-
ley for the first time this winter. 
Maintenance plowed some snow 
in the higher elevations and ap-
plied brine to the roads to prevent 
freezing. 

All departments used Janu-
ary’s quiet time to prepare for the 
busier spring and summer sea-
sons ahead.

Administration
Activity Summary

• Worked with vendors to an-
swer questions about the security 
services RFP.

• Evaluated responses to the 
security services RFP.

• Developed a training plan for 
our new Member Services team 
member and began onboarding.

• Continued developing Stan-
dard Operating Procedures 
(SOPs) to reflect current process-
es.

• Completed implementation 
of online learning management 
system (LMS) to support role-
specific training for board and 
committee members, as well as 
staff; will launch in the last week 
of January.

• Completed rollout of new 
computers; all department are 
now on the new platform; old 
hardware is being decommis-
sioned and recycled.

• Completed update of net-
work hardware and firewalls to 
simplify network maintenance 
and prepare for moving servers to 

Azure.
• Began development of a pro-

cess to register and manage short- 
and long-term rental properties 
within the Association.

Successes
• Implementation of LMS will 

enable SVCA to offer individual-
ized training opportunities to staff 
at a very affordable cost.

Planned Work
• Finalize process to register 

and manage short- and long-term 
rental properties within the Asso-
ciation.

• Continue updating SOPs.

Maintenance
Activity Summary

• Gutter cleaning was per-
formed at all facilities.

• Replaced door mats and rugs 
at facility entrances.

• Completed annual fire sup-
pression inspection at SVCA fa-
cilities.

• Drainage maintenance dur-
ing heavy rain event.

• Removed fallen trees from 
several roadways resulting from 
windstorm.

• Trimmed vegetation en-
croaching on the community gar-
den and at several intersections to 
improve visibility.

• Plowed SVCA roads during 
early morning snow event.

• Applied anti-ice brine to 
SVCA roadways due to icy condi-
tions.

• Replaced and repaired sev-
eral street signs.

• Made drainage improve-
ments at several locations and re-
paired drain line under the bridge 
on Sudden Valley Drive.

• Repaired potholes at various 
locations.

• Repaired landscaping at Barn 
8. 

• Removed Christmas lights 
and Christmas tree at Barn 8.

• Removed lock and repaired 
locking mechanism at the Rec 
Center.

• Repaired door to the Men’s 
room at the Rec Center.

• Repaired exterior door at the 
Adult Center.

• Replaced and cleaned several 
exterior and interior lights at the 
Clubhouse.

• Replaced broken ceiling tiles 
at the Clubhouse.

• Installed new doors, hard-
ware, and locks at archive room.

• Swept and cleaned Marina 
entrance.

• Graded Marina parking lot 
and storage area.

• Trail maintenance at AM/PM 
park.

• Repaired wooden sign hold-
ers at AM/PM Park.

• Installed snowplows and 
sanders for potential snow.

• Removed plows and sanders 
following brief snow event.

• Repaired brine tank on Yan-
mar.

• Repaired rearview mirror on 
906.

• Troubleshoot traction control 
system on OP-28.

• Replaced front differential 
and oil cooler line on SP-6.

• Serviced transmission on 
AD-1.

• Started repairs on OP-22.
• Replaced hood struts and 

changed hydraulic fluid on OP-20.
• Cleaned and serviced Zero 

Turn mower. 

Successes
• Equipment worked well in 

first snow fall of the season.
• SVCA roads were in better 

condition than Whatcom County 
roads in recent icy conditions.

Planned Work
• Continue trimming vegeta-

tion to improve visibility at inter-
sections.

• Refurbish picnic tables for 
Welcome Center.

• Build and install new doors 
in the trash collection area at the 
Clubhouse.

• Move files to new archive 
room.

• Remove snow equipment to 
utilize vehicles for routine main-
tenance tasks if no snow is fore-
cast.

• Perform service on OP-25 
and OP-22.

Recreation
Activity Summary

• Marina Slips & Kayak Racks 
information audit.

• Marina & Kayak Renewals 
mailed & emailed out on 1/19.

• 11 of 87 wet slips renewed as 
of 1/21.

• 16 of 177 dry slips renewed as 
of 1/21.

• 15 of 139 kayak rack spots re-

newed as of 1/21.
• Barn Open House on 01/03.
• Trivia Night on 01/16. 40 peo-

ple (15 teams) participated.
• Planning Open Mic Night for 

January 30th, have 6 sign-ups as 
on 1/21.

• Created marketing materials 
& online sign-up form for Open 
Mic Night on 01/30.

• Cleaned out & reorganized 
Media Closet in the Dance Barn.

• Met with Activities Director of 
YMCA about expanding program-
ming in the Valley this Spring.

Successes
• Fully staffed heading into 

2026.
• We have handled running 

Kayak & Marina renewals at the 
same time very well.

Planned Work
• Marina & Kayak Renewals.
• Need 1 more quote for weight 

machine replacement project. All 
cardio quotes are complete.

• Open Mic Night on 1/30.
• Valentines Day Craft Night on 

02/10.
• High Tea on 02/17.
• Trivia Night on 02/20.

Golf
Activity Summary

• Completed inactivation 
of GHIN handicaps for unpaid 
members.

• Applied prepaid golf rounds 
to Social and Associate members 
that have paid 2026 memberships.

• Reviewed all membership 
records for accuracy to start the 
2026 year.

• Reversed prepaid member-

AROUND THE VALLEY

Using quiet time to prepare for busy seasons

See Valley on 10
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DEADLINES

Views The Sudden Valley Views welcomes letters to 
the editor submitted by members of the As-
sociation. Topical submissions of current news 
interest may be accepted up to six times per 
calendar year.
Letters of up to 550 words are allowed.
The editor may edit for style and libel.

SV Views
P.O. Box 153
Lynden, WA 98264

Email: bill@lyndentribune.com
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The deadline for editorial submissions (including letters 
to the editor) for the upcoming issue is the 23rd of each 
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Editorial items may be submitted to: bill@lyndentribune.
com. For advertising information and deadlines, please 
contact Mitze Kester at mitze@lyndentribune.com or call 
360.354.4444.

By Jo Anne Jensen
SVCA General Manager

As I mentioned in my article 
last month, WA state law, effective 
Jan.1, 2026, changed how HOAs 
must provide notice about meet-
ings of the Board of Directors and 
its supporting committees. 

The legislature implemented 
these changes to ensure that gov-
ernance activities were transpar-
ent to members.

At SVCA, we are ahead of the 
curve with this element of the 
new statutes, since most of our 
long-term practices are already 
in compliance. Others can be 
brought into compliance with 
small modifications.

For example, the Associa-
tion has posted meeting notices, 
agendas, supporting materials 
provided to the Board and ap-
proved meeting minutes on Sud-
denValley.com for many years. 

SVCA also goes above and be-
yond the requirements by main-
taining an archive of meeting vid-
eos on YouTube.

All of these materials can be 
accessed using links posted on 
the Board of Directors page at 
suddenvalley.com/board. 

You can find similar sets of 
materials for committees on the 
individual committee pages ac-
cessed from suddenvalley.com/
committee-information.

One of our practices concern-
ing the timing of meeting notice 
must change, however. The new 
statutes stipulate a 14-day notice 
period unless an annual schedule 
of meetings has been published.

In the past, SVCA held regu-
lar meetings in accordance with 

a published schedule but freely 
added special meetings by giving 
48-hour notice. 

Under the new law, SVCA will 
have to give at least 14-day notice 
for special meetings.

How notice is delivered to 
members has also been changed. 
Current statutes require that no-
tice be distributed to the mem-
bers; SVCA accomplishes this by 
publishing the meeting schedule 
on SuddenValley.com and in the 
Sudden Valley Views, which is 
mailed monthly to all members 
of the Association. It is not re-
quired, but for the convenience 
of members, Administration will 
continue to post physical copies 
of meeting agendas at the Club-
house and the Welcome Center.

Each of SVCA’s committees 
has also created an annual meet-
ing schedule. 

You can find all of these sched-
ules in the Views, on the website, 
and physically posted.

Once the community is fully 
aware of when meetings are oc-
curring, the new laws require that 
SVCA provide instructions for 
joining the meetings.

To simplify this, SVCA has a 
practice of enabling virtual atten-
dance at meetings using Zoom. 

All meetings are broadcast on 
Zoom, and some are also held in 
person at the Community Center. 

Residents may choose to at-
tend either way.

Links for joining meetings via 
Zoom are available on the Board 
of Director and individual com-
mittee pages.

If you need help finding the 
links, call Administration at 360-
734 6430.

Voting is important
Editor,

I felt the submission by Josh Konen in 
the January 2026 Views was right on with 
how I feel and probably many others do 
as well. 

The majority of voters did not vote 

for a HOA dues budget increase, yet 
their votes did not win due to the rules 
of Washington State Law that took over 
the rights from SV residents a little while 
back.

An old BOD used to mention it pretty 
often. If according to statistics men-
tioned, 3,116 eligible voting households, 
only 1,075 total eligible votes were made.

51% of residents, not voters, have to 
vote against budget to win reject new 
budget.

Around 1,560 votes against the budget 
to win and the total amount of people 
wasn’t even that many people. 

This just doesn’t feel fair.
Seems like maybe there’s a better way 

to get the word out to all of the house-

holds and maybe more mailers sent out 
to each household explaining better how 
voting could stop a dues increase?

Sorry I just feel helpless and wonder 
what could help people to understand 
how important their vote is?

More suggestions please? 
Amy Mauldin 
Sudden Valley

LETTERS

Transparency in governance
WUCIOA

By Sudden Valley Community Association

Well neighbors, it seems the quiet of winter 
hasn’t kept everyone on the straight and nar-
row.

The sheriff reports that while the coffee at 
Tino’s remains hot, tempers regarding local 
ordinances have been a bit simmered. From 
wandering wagons to lights that would blind a 
barn owl, here is the state of our fair valley this 
month.

It appears half the valley is itching for a road 
trip. Officers were kept busy tagging six sepa-
rate trailers parked alongside homes. 

While we appreciate the spirit of adventure, 
our community’s bylaws are clear: if it’s got 
hitches and wheels, it belongs in the shed or 
the lot, not blocking the view of your neigh-
bor’s petunias.

Along those same lines, one recreational 
vehicle was cited for overstaying its welcome at 
a residence.

Our local asphalt saw its fair share of drama 
this week. We had three cases of illegal parking 
at facilities — mostly folks thinking “just for a 
minute” applies to 15-minute zones. 

Out in the residential patches, one vehicle 
was cited for being parked improperly at a 
residence, proving that even in your own 
driveway, there’s a right way and a wrong way 
to point the nose of a Ford.

A bit of a mystery cropped up on the edge 
of the valley where an abandoned vehicle was 
discovered. 

No keys, no driver, no explanation. It’s cur-
rently cooling its heels at Higgins’ Tow Yard 
until someone claims it — or the rust takes it.

In a move that surely upset the local moth 
population, one resident was cited for exces-
sive lighting. It seems the trend of Bistro or 
Café lights has gone a bridge too far, turning a 
backyard into what some described as a “run-
way for a small airport.” 

Let’s keep the ambiance to a dull roar, folks; 
some of us are trying to see the stars.

Peace and quiet took a bit of a holiday at 
one particular disorderly home this weekend. 
Sheriff’s deputies had to remind the occupants 
that neighborly love usually involves keeping 
the volume down after 10 p.m.

Speaking of volume, young Buster (or a dog 
of similar lung capacity) earned his owners a 
citation for excessive barking. 

We love our four-legged friends, but the 
midnight soliloquies have to stop.

A note from the sheriff: “We’re a small com-
munity, and we thrive on being good neighbors. 
That means keeping the trailers tucked away, 
the lights dimmed, and the dogs tucked in. Let’s 
keep Sudden Valley the kind of place where the 
only thing loud is the dinner bell.”

January is a busy month 
for the peacekeeper
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Seniors are invited to a lovely afternoon of

HIGH TEA
Tuesday

Feb. 17th
2 PM - 4 PM

Dance Barn
8 Barn View

Space is limited, RSVP early! Claim your spot by calling
the Rec Center at (360) 366-8450 or emailing 

BODvandepolder@suddenvalley.com by Feb. 13th.

Sudden Valley ladies and gentlemen (55+), and 
their caregivers, are invited to a complimentary

afternoon of high tea in the Dance Barn on 
Tuesday, February 17, from 2–4 PM.

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

CLEANING WITH CARE BY MICHELE
Residential, Commercial, Apartments

Michele Hurley
360-306-7078 • Cleaningwithcarebymichele@gmail.com

By Allen Helvajian
SVCA Compliance Manager

Living in Sudden Valley offers 
a unique blend of tranquil wood-
land beauty and vibrant commu-
nity life. 

However, maintaining a home 

in our hidden valley often re-
quires knowing exactly who to 
call when the power flickers, the 
snow falls, or a project is on the 
horizon.

While the Compliance Corner 
often focuses on rules and regula-
tions, this edition of Community 
Connection aims to equip you 
with a practical directory of local 
service providers and essential 
contacts.

Whether you are a new resi-
dent settling in or a long-time 
homeowner refreshing your ad-
dress book, we hope this list 
proves useful.

Please note that the following 
businesses, service providers and 
resources are listed for informa-
tional purposes only. 

They are not warranted, en-
dorsed, nor recommended by the 
Sudden Valley Community Asso-
ciation (SVCA).

This list is based on entities re-

ported to serve the Sudden Valley 
area. 

Residents are encouraged to 
conduct their own due diligence 
and research before engaging any 
service provider.

Essential SVCA contacts
These are your first points of 

contact for community-specific 
questions, security concerns, or 
access passes.

• Security (24/7 Dispatch): 
360-319-8200. Note: For life-
threatening emergencies, always 
dial 911 immediately.

• Administration Office: 360-
734-6430. 

Note: For architectural re-
quests, billing questions, and 
general inquiries.

• Maintenance Department: 
360-734-6430 via Administration.

• Emergency Information Hot-
line: 360-746-7010. 

Note: Updates on inclement 
weather and road conditions.

Utilities: Keeping your home 
running

Sudden Valley is served by 
several specific utility providers. 
Identifying the right one often de-
pends on your specific lot or exist-
ing setup.

Electricity & Gas
• Puget Sound Energy (Elec-

tric): 888-225-5773. Note: Report 
outages and manage service.

• Cascade Natural Gas: 360-
733-5980

Water & Sewer
• Lake Whatcom Water & Sew-

er District: 360-734-9224. Note: 
Responsible for water supply and 
sewage treatment service in the 
valley.

Propane Providers
Many homes in the valley uti-

lize propane tanks.
If you have a tank on your 

property, the color of the tank’s 
lid often indicates the service pro-
vider:

• Green Lid: Northwest Pro-
pane, 800-254-4471

• Blue Lid: Propane Gas Inc., 
360-384-4922

ª Black Lid: Vanderyacht 
Propane, 360-398-1234

• Red Lid: CHS Northwest (for-
merly Whatcom Farmer’s Co-op), 
360-354-4595

Garbage and Recycling
• Sanitary Service Company 

(SSC): 360-734-3490. Note: The 
primary provider for curbside 
trash and recycling pickup in our 
area.

Connectivity: Internet 
& Television

Staying connected in our heav-
ily forested terrain can sometimes 
be a challenge. The following pro-
viders are known to service the 
area, though availability may vary 
by specific street or lot:

• Xfinity (Comcast): 800-934-
6489

• CenturyLink: 800-244-1111
• Satellite Options: Viasat, 

HughesNet, Starlink. Note: Often 
used where cable or fiber lines 

have not yet been run.

County & Public 
Safety Resources

For issues extending beyond 
the SVCA’s jurisdiction, such as 
county road maintenance or le-
gal enforcement, these Whatcom 
County resources are vital:

• Emergency Services: 911
•  Whatcom County Sheriff 

(Non-Emergency Dispatch): 360-
676-6911. 

Note: Use this number to re-
port non-urgent crimes or suspi-
cious activity that does not pose 
an immediate threat.

• South Whatcom Fire Author-
ity: 360-676-2120 (General Office)

• Washington Dept. of Fish and 
Wildlife: 360-902-2200. Note: For 
questions regarding wildlife con-
flicts (deer, cougars, bears, etc.).

A Final Note on Hiring Con-
tractors If you are planning home 
improvements — such as tree 
removal, deck repair, or painting 
— remember that you are respon-
sible for ensuring your contractor 
is licensed, bonded, and insured. 

Additionally, almost all exte-
rior work requires prior approval 
from the Architectural Control 
Committee (ACC).

Please check with the SVCA 
Administration Office before 
scheduling work to ensure you 
have the necessary permits in 
hand. 

This simple step helps keep 
our community beautiful and 
prevents costly delays.

We hope this directory serves 
as a helpful starting point for 
managing your home in Sudden 
Valley.

SIMPLE 1 SOLUTIONS LLC
CALL / TEXT US TODAY FOR FREE ESTIMATES:

(360) 261-4409

-LANDSCAPING              -YARD CLEANUPS
-WINDOW CLEANING                -GUTTERS
-PRESSURE WASHING           -JUNK HAULS

YEAR-ROUND SERVICES             Simple1now.com

A handy resource guide for Sudden Valley
COMMUNITY CONNECTION
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1937 Lake Whatcom Blvd Bellingham, WA 98229 
CALL: 360-647-5050  |  www.nwhomes.net

MORE THAN A PLACE TO
LIVE. A PLACE TO BELONG.

Find your home
 in Sudden Valley:

 

Stop by our local Sudden Valley O�ce today:

$100 OFF
For �rst time customers

ALL Residential
Handyman Services

From Now Until
February 28thFREE

ESTIMATES!
CALL

TODAY!
Seniors Save 

An Additional 10%

(360) 440-9130 • 125 W. Badger, Lynden
www.polsongeneralcontractorllc.com

POLSON GENERAL CONTRACTORS LLC
New Construction, Additions, Kitchen and Bath Remodels

Contractors # POLSOGC817NA

Handyman Special!

360-527-2334  •  cmillerkw@gmail.com  •  www.hicllc.net

Are you without insurance?
Call to see if you qualify for a special enrollment.

Open Mic Night takes stage at Sudden Valley

Board: Sudden Valley approves Roads projects, CRRRF fund expenditure
Continued from 1

Brock told the board in a Jan. 
22 memo that SVCA has approxi-
mately 36 miles of roads with 
“ditches generally on both sides, 
and over 350 identified culverts.”

Brock explained that this in-
frastructure network “winds 
through steep heavily forested 
terrain, includes one lake, nu-
merous drainage corridors, and 
includes Beaver Creek and Austin 
Creek.”

“Given this network, it is not 
uncommon for drainage issues 
to develop during storm events,” 
Brock wrote. “This capital request 
provides immediate financial as-
sistance for SVCA to quickly ad-
dress issues that may arise.”

The board then authorized 
General Manager Jo Anne Jensen 
to execute project contracts with 
Stremler Gravel Inc., Strider Con-
struction Co. Inc. and Western 
Refinery Inc.

The largest of the Roads alloca-
tions for Jan. 22 was for $135,546 
for maintenance of ditches, cul-
verts, and swales according to 
the 2016 Special General Meet-
ing (SGM) Mandate for 2026. 

This agenda item included two 
request, the second being a re-
quest that project funds from the 
2025 Fast Response, SVCA Capi-
tal Code 9925.1 be added to this 
capital request (approximately 
$20,000) and Capital Code 9925.1 
be closed out with a $0 balance at 
the end of January.

A Jan. 22 memo from Brock 
to the board states that a memo 
from Larson Gross dated Dec. 
29, 2015, outlined the work that 
could be completed under this 
program.

Since the 2016 Special General 
Meeting, this project has been 
called Culvert and Vegetation 
Control (CVC), Brock wrote in his 
memo. “From 2016 to 2021 it ap-
pears most of the work complet-
ed under this project was focused 
on vegetation control,” Brock 
wrote. “Starting in 2022, the pro-
gram was expanded to include 
culverts and swales as mandated 
in the 2016 SGM. Along with CVC 
activities, SVCA’s Maintenance 
Department takes a preventive 
maintenance approach to main-
taining SVCA’s drainage infra-
structure.”

The final Roads allocation the 

board approved was for $39,370 
for potholes and minor road re-
pairs for 2026. In a Jan. 22 memo 
to the board, Brock wrote that as 
potholes are identified, SVCA’s 
Maintenance Department will 
fill them temporarily with asphalt 
cold patch until a few potholes 
are identified. Once this occurs, 
permanent asphalt repairs are 
completed. This includes remov-
al of the failed asphalt, subgrade 
preparation as needed, place-
ment of new asphalt, and sealing 
the edges.

He also wrote that SVCA’s 
Maintenance Department will 
also perform minor road repairs 
as part of this scope.

“Minor road repairs are proj-

ects that don’t require contractor 
expertise, specialized equipment, 
permitting or are large scale proj-
ects,” Brock stated.

Each of these memos as well 
as other supporting documents 

are in the SVCA Board’s Jan. 22 
agenda, available at suddenval-
ley.com.

-- Contact Bill Helm at bill@lyn-
dentribune.com

By Kyle Kaltenfeldt 
and Maxx Robinson
The Views

Sudden Valley’s first Open Mic 
Night was a hit. On Friday, Jan. 
30, Sudden Valley hosted its first 
Open Mic Night event where resi-
dents could freely showcase their 
musical and performance skills.

Seven performers and groups 
took to the stage to provide an 
evening of music, readings and 
poetry to a crowd of 50 people.

While the next one isn’t sched-
uled yet, we surely plan to do one 
again soon. Please sign up for the 
weekly e-blast on SuddenValley.
com to stay up to date on future 
events.

Peggy Sullivan recites her original nature poetry, above, and the Sudden Valley Ukelele 
Group, left, performs during Sudden Valley's inaugural Open Mic Night. (Kyle Kaltenfeldt/The 
Views)
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Rentals and
Repair Services
also available.

To request a quote, view used inventory and to check out 
our line-up of new Epic and Icon EVs, please visit: 
www.chuckanutgolfcarts.com or call (360) 510-4447

YOUR ONE STOP
SHOP FOR ALL
OF YOUR GOLF
CART NEEDS!
 WE DELIVER! 
 WE TAKE 
TRADE-INS! 

 WE PAY CASH
FOR CARTS!

Kandi Cart
in Green,

reg. $10,995

SALE $7,995

FEBRUARY SALE!

Kandi Cartin Blue,reg. $9,995SALE $7,495

Call Jeff today for a FREE INSPECTION
and FREE ESTIMATE!
360-319-9907

WA contractor license# ENERGP1789DG

Before After

ENERGY PRO INSULATION INC
can help you take advantage of energy efficiency  
rebates through local utility providers. We’ll help you 
create a more comfortable, energy efficient home.

Here's How it Works

   · We’ll complete qualifying Insulation and/or Air Sealing at your home
   · We’ll apply for the rebate from your local utility provider, so you don't have to
   · The rebate amount from your provider is subtracted from your invoice
   · We receive reimbursement from the provider after the work is completed

Bottom Line: We take care of the work and
you receive the eligible rebate immediately!

By Kumiko Juker
The Views

The Sudden Valley Community Center hosted 
its first Trivia in the Barn on Friday, Jan.16. More 
than 50 participants of all ages gathered in the 
Dance Barn to try their luck in a variety of cat-
egories, such as Disney, dinosaurs, around the 
world, and random knowledge. 

The Community Center team is  very ex-
cited  to have this new series of events in their 
schedule. “The first Trivia Night was  a great 
way to bring the community together,” Assistant 
Recreation Manager Nakell Jones said. “Partici-
pants and staff had a blast and everyone walked 
away with some new knowledge.”

While questions about the forgetful blue fish 
from Finding Nemo and the only country that 
is also a continent were answered with ease, a 
question about the most followed person on In-
stagram stumped most teams.

The  only team to get the correct an-
swer  also got  first place. The  reigning champi-
ons were team Sparkle Horse, who walked away 
with a  $50 gift certificate to  Tino’s  Pizza and 
Pasta Co.

“If you weren’t able to make it to the first 
Trivia Night, we’d love to see you at the next one 
on Feb. 20,” Jones said.

Sudden Valley hosts debut trivia night

Teams confer as they work through the trivia question, debating the best answer. (Nakell Jones/SVCA photo)
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It was great to see this 
little cutie cheering on the 
swimmers at January’s po-

lar plunge! If you would like 
to see your child featured 
in our kid’s views section, 
please send your submis-

sions to bodvandepolder@
suddenvalley.com. (Taimi Van 

de Polder/The Views)

Cheering on the polar plunge

Marina Moorage/Storage
 & Kayak Rack Storage  

Find the renewal paperwork on our website:
www.suddenvalley.com/marina

 Questions? Call 360-734-6430 or email recfrontdesk@suddenvalley.com

Due Wednesday, February 25th!

2026 Renewals
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Sudden Valley Golf Club

No matter how 

often you play, 

there is a 

membership that 

is right for you!

Sudden Valley Golf Club
Golf Program Information

360-734-6435 
or Toll Free 855-506-2219    

 www.suddenvalleygolfcourse.com

  Full Member Privileges
• Unlimited Golf • Unlimited Range Balls • Preferred Tee Times • 
• Handicap Service • Locker Service • Golf Tournaments • 
• Limited Reciprocal Privileges at Area Private Clubs • 
• Golf Shop Discount • Social Events •

Full Membership Rates
Property Owners Annual Monthly Non-Property Owners Annual Monthly
Single $2,350 $200 Single $2,575 $215
Couple $3,525 $300 Couple $3,900 $330
Family of 3+ $3,750 $320 Family of 3+ $4,100 $350
Young Family (children 15 or younger)   Young Family (children 15 or younger) 
After Noon Play $1,675 $145 After Noon Play $1,875 $160
Senior Limited (62 & up, M-F) $1,725 $150 Senior Limited (62 & up, M-F) $1,900 $165
Intermediate (Ages 18 - 28) $1,175 $105 Intermediate (Ages 18 - 28) $1,275 $115
Junior (17 and Younger) $360 $38 Junior (17 and Younger) $390 $43

Associate Membership: Associate members receive three complimentary rounds of golf, 50% off 
all green fees, 50% off range balls, handicap service, a locker, preferred tee times, and may play in all 
Golf Club tournaments and participate in all social events. Cost: $550 / year  -  $50 / mo.
Social Membership: Social members receive two complimentary rounds of golf, 25% off all green fees, 
a locker, preferred tee times and may play in all Golf Club tournaments and participate in all social events. 
Cost: $150 / year ($175 / year with GHIN Handicap Service)

2026 Memberships Are On Sale Now!2026 Memberships Are On Sale Now!2026 Memberships Are On Sale Now!2026 Memberships Are On Sale Now!

Committees: SVCA Board names members for 2026
Continued from 1

This committee usually meets 

the last Monday of the month at 
6:30 p.m. in Multipurpose Room 
A.

Finally, the board appointed 
Debbie Davolio, Kolleen Mitchell, 
Ted Wang and Judy White to its 

safety committee. This committee 
usually meets the third Thursday 
of the month at 2 p.m. in Multipur-
pose Room A.

All 10 board members present 
voted in favor of each appoint-
ment.

Find more information on Sud-
den Valley’s committees at sud-
denvalley.com/committee-infor-
mation.

In new business, the SVCA 
Board of Directors approved a pro-
posed easement at 101 Polo Park 
Drive and the proposed $1,500 fee 
to cover legal fees and administra-
tive costs, and to supply an arbor-
ist report after the work has been 
completed to verify damage done 
to any trees.

Other committees
On Jan. 22, the Sudden Valley 

Board named General Manager Jo 
Anne Jensen as Long-Range Plan-

ning Committee staff member. The 
SVCA Board then appointed Lish 
Jamtaas, Anne Meador and Mitch 
Waterman to the association’s 
Document Review Committee. 

Also known as DRC, the com-
mittee is responsible for support-
ing the governing documents and 
ensuring that they are correct, up-
to-date, and in compliance with 
applicable state and federal stat-
utes.

The Sudden Valley Board of 
Directors meets at 7 p.m. the sec-
ond and fourth Thursdays of each 
month in Multipurpose Room 
A. Agendas and minutes for the 
board’s meetings are available at 
suddenvalley.com, as are video.

The Sudden Valley Board will 
hold its next meeting at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 12.

-- Contact Bill Helm at bill@lyn-
dentribune.com



February 2026 | Page 9Sudden Valley Views

Dental
Care
for the

Whole
Family

Meet builders & learn about
the construction process.

Builder Meeting
Sudden Valley

For Builders & Residents

Coming this Spring
Stay tuned for more information

Review Architectural Control policies,
the Fees & Fines Schedule, and common
procedures for submitting applications.

For ResidentsFor Builders

1850 Lake Whatcom Blvd | (360) 734-6430

FINANCIALS
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www.DiscoverSuddenValley.com  
360-739-7354

GREG PAUL
• The Top Producer in Unit Sales in Sudden Valley
• Experienced Negotiation Skills
• Strong Online Presence
• Knowledgeable in the

Amenities, Services,
Regulations & Structure
of Sudden Valley

Come See Two Wonderful New Homes On Shetland Court!

GregPaul@Remax.net
(360) 223-9297
John.Maurer@movement.com

John Maurer, NMLS 487494 
• Down payment grant up to 3% program 
• USDA zero-down mortgages 
• Renovation loans • New construction
• Sudden Valley resident
• 30+ years lending experience

- White Custom Cabinet Packages
- New Stainless Steel Appliances
- Soaring Ceilings in Great Rooms
- Energy E�cient Heating / Cooling
- Adjacent to Lookout Mtn. Trail

SUDDEN VALLEY SPECIAL!

Must cut out this coupon to receive discount.

Licensed • Bonded • Insured

$500 OFF EXTERIOR
PAINTING

(360) 362-5590
 #CASCARP792Q4

Over 100 5-Star Reviews!

www.cascaderidgepainting.com

ship sales recorded from Oc-
tober-December 2025 and re-
charged them into 2026 revenue 
on Jan. 1. 

• Completed several golf 
event contracts for 2026.

• Completed our fifth Winter 
Series event with 98 players in a 
rainstorm.

• Wrote promotional article 
for the Women’s Four Ball event 
in May.

• Set up our marketing com-
mercial campaign with Comcast.

• Conducted daily meetings 
with Turfcare Superintendent 
to discuss winter maintenance, 
course conditions, upcoming 
events, and projects.

• The golf course was re-rated 
for handicap purposes this Fall, 
requiring the revision and rede-
sign of a new score card.

• Annual maintenance of golf 
cart fleet.

Successes
• Prepaid membership sales 

for 2026 exceeded 2025 by $45K.
• December revenue exceed-

ed 2024 revenue by $6K.
• January is trending to a re-

cord revenue month.

Planned Work
• Aggressively contact previ-

ous outside tournament organiz-
ers to start rebooking events for 
the 2026 season.

• Promote and work with 
Avalon GC on the next two-day 
Winter Series event at the end of 
January.

• Coordinate our fifth Winter 
Series with Avalon GC at the end 
of the month.

• Develop Stay & Play pack-
ages to offer Sudden Valley vaca-

tion properties.
• Work with Darren on staff-

ing plans for 2026 season.
• Finalize capital request for 

driving range equipment.

Turf Care
Activity Summary

• Turfcare building renova-
tion continues a slow but steady 
track.

• Irrigation sprinkler mainte-
nance continues.

• Started building new #8 gold 
tee. Ready for sod install.

• Getting bids together for tree 
trimming on #14 tee and fairway 
areas.

• Started construction of sod 
nursery.

• Blackberry mowing well un-
derway.

• Wind event debris cleanup 
continues.

• Lake Louise irrigation intake 
impeller pump repair quotes out 
to contractor.

• Putting capex memos to-
gether for replacement equip-
ment 2026.

Successes
• Lake Louise new dam gate 

working well.
• Annual rental golf cart r/m 

well under way.

Planned Work
• Construct #13 Gold tee box.
• Fairway aerating and sand 

topdressing set to go for next few 
weeks.

• Continue blackberry mow-
ing.

• Golf course ditches to be 
cleaned out.

Valley: Using quiet time to 
prepare for busy seasons
Continued from 2

FINANCIALS
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To place a classified ad, please email 
mitze@lyndentribune.com or call (360) 354-4444.

Deadline: 20th of each month
Monthly Rates: $15 per column inch

GOOD NEIGHBOR 
GARDENING

February = Prune Dormant Trees, 
Shrubs, and Perennials!

I Do- Planting; Pruning; Design/Redesign; 
Clean-Ups; Curb Appeal and Maintenance 

For Your Home, Second Home, Rental
Contact Terry 360-671-7369

PRESSURE WASHING & 
DUMP RUNS

 

  
360-312-8409

Pressure Washing of Decks, Rock Work, Driveways, 
Roofs, Gutters, Sidewalks, Houses

Dump Runs/Haul Away of Household & Yard Debris
Call now to set up an appointment!

Local evening classes for all levels
Friendly, small groups

Sudden Valley Yoga

Email Jessie for schedule or questions
thatbreathlife@gmail.com

VACANT LOTS WANTED!
I continually have buyers looking for quality vacant lots
in Sudden Valley. Contact me for a market evaluation.

Greg Paul
360-739-7354
GregPaul@Remax.net

Landscape Clean Ups • Mowing • Pruning • Excavator Work
Weeding • Landscape Installation • Tree Work • Mulch
Gravel • Dirt • Dump Runs • Pressure Washing • More! 

ELITE LANDSCAPE 
& MINI-EXCAVATION LLC

 

 *ELITELM817BB 360-296-4824
www.EliteLandscapeExcavation.com

LAWN MOWING & 
LANDSCAPING

 

  
CALL or TEXT 360-318-5426

Lawn Mowing, Hedge Trimming, 
Tree Trimming, Tree Removal/Limbing, Yard 
Cleanups, Hardscape Work, Excavation Work. 

Year-Round Maintenance Work!

Please 
Recycle

this Paper.

5100 Pacific Highway Ferndale, WA

360-676-1131

FINANCIALS
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Keep Informed
The following are the 
Sudden Valley Community 
Association’s various 
boards and committees.

To learn more about each, 
visit:
https://suddenvalley.com/
committee-information

• Board of Directors
• Architectural Control 
Committee (ACC)
• Document Review 
Committee
• Finance Committee
• Long-Range Planning 

Committee
• Nominations & Elections 
Committee
• Appeals Committee

Looking for Sudden Valley 
news and updates? Learn 
more through the following 
outlets:

Online: SuddenValley.com
This website is updated regularly 
with news, SVCA staff reports, 
and announcements as well as 
current meeting minutes, rules and 
regulations, and much more.

Social Media: Facebook & 
YouTube
Find the Sudden Valley Community 
Association on YouTube, where 
SVCA meetings of the Board of 
Directors and Committees are 
regularly posted, and Facebook for 
weekly announcements.

E-Mail: Sudden Valley 
Community Association 
e-Blast
Sign up for our e-blast to receive 
community event and other 
important updates delivered 
directly to your inbox.

Print Media: The Sudden 
Valley Views
Published each month and 
delivered by mail to property 
owners.  Also available for pick up 
in various community locations 
including the administration 
building, community center, and 
at the market. Please contact us 
if you wish to start or stop mail 
delivery.

Gate Signs
Meetings and events are also 
posted one-to-two weeks before 
they occur.

ACC – Architectural Control
Committee
AGM – Annual General Meeting
BOD – Board of Directors
BMP - Best Management 
Practices
CC&Rs – Covenants, Condi-
tions
& Restrictions
CIP – Capital Improvement Plan
CRRRF – Capital Repair and 
Replacement
Reserve Fund
CTK – Christ the King Church
DNR  - Washington State De-
partment of Natural 
Resources
DOE - Washington State De-
partment of Ecology
DRC – Document Review Com-
mittee
EIS - Emergency Information 
System
FTE – Full Time Employees
GIS - Geographic Information 
System
GM – Sudden Valley’s General
Manager
GMA – Growth Management 
Act
HOA – Homeowner’s Associa-
tion
LAMIRD - Limited Areas of 
More Intensive Rural 
Development
LRPC – Long Range Planning 
Committee
LWPG – Lake Whatcom Policy 
Group
LWWSD - Lake Whatcom Water 

& Sewer District
MOU – Memorandum of Under-
standing
MPR – Multi-Purpose Room
N&E – Nominations and Elec-
tions
NPDES-  National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination 
System
OPS – Operations
PSE - Puget Sound Energy
PUD – Planned Unit Develop-
ment
RCW - Revised Code of Wash-
ington
REC – Parks & Recreation 
Department
RFP – Request for Proposals
RFQ – Request for Qualifica-
tions
ROW - Right-of-Way
SGM – Special General Meeting
SOP – Standard Operating 
Procedure
SVCA – Sudden Valley Commu-
nity Association
UDR – Undesignated Reserves
WCLS - Whatcom County 
Library System
WCOG - Whatcom Council of 
Governments
WCSO – Whatcom County 
Sheriff’s Office
WDFW - Washington State De-
partment of Fish and Wildlife
WTA - Whatcom Transportation 
Authority
WUCIOA – RCW 64.90 – The 
WA Uniform Common Interest 
Ownership Act 

10 Valley Crest 
Way  Up-sloping vacant 
lot near Gate 3 in SV. Close 
to bus service + community 
amenities in scenic golf course 
& lakeside neighborhood. 
Public utilities including water, 
sewer, electricity, cable, and 
phone available. Ideal for 
two/three-story home, privacy 
and natural beauty in serene 
community. $43,900

Azam Nader
Broker

FEATURED LOTS 

No smoking of any kind, no drugs. Applicants must have good credit. Call for application. 
Application fee - $35 single, $45 married.

SUDDEN VALLEY RENTAL LISTINGS

3080 Mt Baker Hwy- 3 bedroom, 2 full baths. 
Attached two-car garage on 2 acres. Rent $3200

360-733-3700

1200 Lakeway Drive, Unit #2 
Bellingham, WA 98229

www.sunmarkproperties.com
email: sunmarkproperties@msn.com 

Water View 5487 Wood Duck Lp, Blaine $359,900
Gate 2 20 Sparrow Ct, Bellingham $79,000

NEW PRICE

NEW LIS
TING

1 Lake Louise Dr #42, Lakeridge 
Condominium Current Best Buy! Spacious single-level 
condominium feat. attached single-car garage converted into an 
office. Open floor plan w/vaulted ceilings, high windows, and 
stainless-steel appliances. Newer gas furnace and lg primary 
bedroom w/ensuite bathroom. All appliances are included! 
The Lakeridge complex offers private amenities including a 
swimming pool and tennis court. $137,000 Special Assessment 
for complete exterior renovations, incl. new windows, decks, 
roof, siding, paint. Assessment may be paid in full at closing or 
financed at $1,100/month at 7% interest. $195,000

2 Marigold Dr #38  Affordable living in a cozy 
and private studio condo overlooking the18th fairway 
with sweeping views of Sudden Valley golf course and 
surrounding mountains. The large picture windows 
provide ample natural light and outside is an open 
corner deck. Experience the best of Sudden Valley living. 
The condo is within walking distance of the golf course, 
restaurants and trails. Area amenities include 24/7 
security, swimming pool, library, marina, tennis courts 
and more. $189,000

8 Val ley Cres t 
Way  Up-sloping vacant 
lot near Gate 3 in SV. Close 
to bus service + community 
amenities in scenic golf course 
& lakeside neighborhood. 
Public utilities including water, 
sewer, electricity, cable, and 
phone available. Ideal for 
two/three-story home, privacy 
and natural beauty in serene 
community. $38,900

Whether you’re buying, selling, leasing, or managing, I’m committed to
protecting your investment and helping you achieve the best possible results.

I specialize in property management and real estate sales,
providing personalized, hands-on service for:

- Residential Properties
- Vacant Land  -  Commercial Properties
- Business Sales  -  Commercial Leasing

Hercules
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THE SUDDEN VALLEY IS SPONSORED BY:

10% OFF
Entire Purchase

With Coupon
One coupon per customer. 

Coupon cannot be combined with any
 other discounts. Expires 06/30/26.

Free local delivery with orders of $15+! 

(360) 738-3663
www.petstopinfo.net

Mon.-Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 9am-6pm

326 36th St, Sehome Village, Bellingham

Locally Owned Since 1993

SVCA acronyms


