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Linda Bradley returns to Sudden Valley Board of Directors

2026 commiltee
members chosen

By Bill Helm
Editor

SUDDEN VALLEY — For
personal reasons, Rick Asai
resigned his position on
Sudden Valley’s Board of
Directors in November.

On Dec. 11, the Board
named Linda Bradley as his
replacement.

Bradley, who had served
on the SVCA Board the pre-
vious three years, was not
elected to keep her seat. As
one of two candidates to re-

place Asai, Bradley received
seven of nine Board votes to
fill Asai’s position.

John Gingrich received
the other two Board votes.

Bradley will serve until
Sudden Valley’s 2026 An-
nual General Meeting in
November.

Also on Dec. 11, the
Sudden Valley Board ap-
pointed directors to its vari-
ous committees for 2026.
With four directors having
expressed interest in the
Long Range Planning Com-
mittee’s two open positions,
board members each voted
on two candidates for the
LRPC. With nine votes, the
Board appointed director

Sean Chaffee to the com-
mittee. Taimi Van de Pol-
der and Ray Meador each
received five votes, then in
a runoff, Van de Polder re-
ceived five votes, Meador
received four, with Van de
Polder joining Chaffee on
the LRPC.

The SVCA Board then
unanimously voted to ap-
point directors Rob Gibbs
and Linda Bradley to the
Nominations & Elections
Commnittee; Secretary Taimi
Van de Polder and Director
Linda Bradley to the Docu-
ment Review Committee;
Treasurer Jean Maixner
and board members Laurie
Robinson, Rob Gibbs and

Ray Meador to the Finance
Committee; President Keith
McLean, Vice President
Tom Henning, Treasurer
Jean Maixner and Secretary
Van de Polder to the Execu-
tive Committee; and Vice
President Tom Henning
and Director Joseph Adams
to the Safety Committee.

The SVCA Board also
named Jo Jean Kos, Terry
Niblack, Daniel Rodri-
guez, Dan Vink and Patrick
Zwolenski to the Architec-
tural Control Committee.

In a unanimous vote, the
SVCA Board approved the
proposed Marina Moorage/

See Bradley on 7

Linda Bradley has returned to the Sudden
Valley Board as she replaces Rick Asai, who
resigned in November. Bradley is pictured at
the November 2025 AGM with Board Presi-
dent Keith McLean. (Bill Helm/The Views)

Sudden Valley
is looking for
committee
volunteers

By Maxx Robinson
SVCA Staff

With the start of the new year, Sud-
den Valley committees are seeking new
members with new ideas.

However, many committees strug-
gle to find volunteers who are willing
to get involved in the nuts and bolts of
governance and contribute toward the
future of the community.

“I think sometimes people are very
intimidated by signing on to commit-
tees, and I think we need to encourage
that more,” said Sudden Valley Board
Member Linda Bradley.

Bradley moved to Sudden Valley
in 1996 and first served as a commit-
tee member in 2009. “At that time, I
wanted to get involved, especially in
N&E,” Bradley said. The Nominations
and Elections (N&E) Committee is re-
sponsible for supporting the annual
election process. “I thought, [it was] a
good place to get my feet wet. I put my
name in the hat and served [N&E] for
two years, and then I ran for the board
in2011”

Since then, Bradley has served on
various committees, always hoping to
involve herself in the community she
calls home.

See Committee on 9

SVCA releases 2026 Snow Response Plan

During snow season, the Sudden Valley Community Association focuses on the primary, or most-used roads
first, giving access to the largest number of residents. (SVCA photo)

By Sudden Valley Administration

Snow removal is a high priority for the
Sudden Valley Community Association.
The goal of snow removal is to ensure that
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residents and emergency services can get
into and out of the community during
weather events.

Because of the challenges presented by
steep and winding streets, it is not always
possible to keeps the roads clear, but the
Association focuses on the primary, or
most-used roads first, giving access to the
largest number of residents.

A full list of road designations is avail-
able on SuddenValley.com.

Plowing

SVCA uses deicing brine, sand mixed
with salt, and plowing to keep the roads
clear. When snow accumulates to a level
that plowing is beneficial (usually 1-3
inches on the roadway, depending on con-
ditions), crews will be dispatched to plow

and sand primary roads followed by sec-
ondary roads.

Residential roads are cleared as time
allows, and gravel roads are not plowed.
Roads designated as hazardous when
snow-covered will be plowed using SVCA’s
fully equipped UTV.

An anti-icing brine will be applied prior
to forecasted snow and ice events to im-
prove road conditions.

Often, residents call and ask the Associ-
ation to apply more sand. Staff will always
check up on these calls, but Maintenance
needs to be judicious about applying any
substance to the roads.

Too much sand can cause reduced trac-
tion after the snow melts and fills up the

See Snowon 6
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AROUND THE VALLEY

Managing rains, winds in Sudden Valley

December weather chal-
lenged residents and staff as we
managed major rains and several
wind events. The Association’s
investment in drainage improve-
ments delivered significant value
as volumes of rain approach-
ing those of the 2021 flood were
managed without major damage
or disruption.

Warmer temperatures meant
no snow or ice, although Main-
tenance has equipment and sup-
plies ready to keep the roadways
safe in winter weather.

Staff are working through
year-end activities and preparing
for another busy and successful
year in 2026.

Administration
Activity Summary

e Prepared parliamentary
training and supporting materi-
als for Board Orientation.

e Updated materials in board
reference manuals.

e Requested legal opinions
concerning required WUCIOA
governance changes and dis-
cussed options for becoming
compliant.

e Continued to update web-
site; removed out of date content

and streamlined current pages.

e Continued developing
Standard Operating Procedures
(SOPs) to reflect current process-
es.

« Rolled out new computers to
all departments.

e Began updating network
hardware and firewalls to simpli-
fy network maintenance and pre-
pare for moving servers to Azure.

o Renewed service agreement
with LGIT, for continued support
of our technology platforms.

e Reviewed active SVCA con-
struction projects to ensure per-
mits and payments are up to date.

« Began outreach to new secu-
rity guard companies to address
ongoing reporting issues with Pa-
cific Security.

e Prepared and delivered se-
curity services request for pro-
posal to local and regional secu-
rity companies.

o Employment offer to new
Member Services team member
was accepted; new employee will
start onboarding on Jan. 5.

o Researched online anti-ha-
rassment training for board and
committee members; the goal is
to extend training to employees
also.

Edward Jones

economic inclusion.

Rhea E Booth
Financial Advisor

12 Bellwether Way
Suite 106

Bellingham, WA 98225
360-752-9193

Get started today!

To learn more, start by scanning the QR code or
by visiting edwardjones.com/financialfitness

CLEANING WITH CARE BY MICHELE

Residential, Commercial, Apartments
Michele Hurley
360-306-7078 ® Cleaningwithcarebymichele@gmail.com

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

The Edward Jones Financial Fithess Program

Edward Jones is committed to partnering
for lasting financial strength and building

The Edward Jones Financial Fitness program provides free .
and effective education resources to help you have a solid
understanding of the basics of personal finance and investing.
This program was created in partnership with EVERFI, the
leading digital education provider, to more confidently apply
financial lessons in your everyday life.
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Program highlights

Most popular topics for learners:

e Began implementation of
online learning management
system to support role-specific
training for board and committee
members, as well as staff.

e Organized and held holiday
lunch for staff.

Successes

¢ Review of current construc-
tion projects identified almost
$30,000 of unbilled revenue.

Planned Work

o Establish 2026 schedule for
board consideration of capital re-
quests, approvals, and budget.

o Continue updating website
with current content and infor-
mation.

 Continue updating SOPs.

Recreation
Activity Summary

o Held third annual Tree Light-
ing on Dec. 6. More than a hun-
dred community members par-
ticipated.

 Planned January events cal-
endar.

e Marina renewal mailing
scheduled to be sent out Wednes-
day, Jan. 7.

¢ Quotes for new Cardio
Equipment were obtained.

» Working on obtaining quotes
for new Strength Equipment.

Successes

e New tables & chairs pur-
chased for the Community Cen-
ter lobby thanks to a grant from
the Sudden Valley Women’s
Group.

Maintenance
Activity Summary

o Installed Christmas lights
and Christmas tree at the Rec

> edwardjones.com/financialfitness

40+ financial topics
3-6 min. lessons
Mobile-friendly

For families and individuals

Creating a budget

Individual retirement
accounts (IRAs)

Credit scores and reports

Family conversations
about money

Planning for retirement

Building emergency savings

Center.

e Removed tree from over the
road on Black Bear Court.

« Replaced several street signs.

e Completed seasonal street
sweeping.

e Adjusted outdoor lighting
for the winter season at the Adult
Center.

 Painted walls and installed
new flooring in future archive
storage room.

« Installed new snowplow and
sander on OP-30.

e Installed a new sander on
OP-28.

« Installed a two-way radio in
OP-30.

e Replaced the headlights on
SP-6.

« Repaired the seat adjuster on
SP-6.

o Installed studded snow tires
on OP-24 and SP-6.

« Installed anti-ice brine tank
on OP-24.

e Installed snowplow and
sander on OP-21 and Kubota
UTV.

» Assembled new storage cabi-
nets for archive room.

» Unclogged several catch ba-
sins and culverts.

e Closed and winterized bath-
rooms at AM/PM Park.

e Repaired road shoulder on
Berry Wood Place.

e Removed a fallen tree from
the road shoulder on Basin View
Circle.

o Cleared gutters at the Club-
house and Turfcare buildings.

« Removed fallen tree from the
road shoulder and drainage ditch
on Holly View Way.

o Replaced the intake filter,
cleaned battery terminals, and
winterized the vac-trailer.

e Cleared debris from the flat
roof at Barn 8.

o Prepared for potential flood
event; filled sandbags, organized
traffic control signs, ensured
pumps and hoses are in order.

o Drainage maintenance dur-
ing atmospheric river to keep cul-
verts and catch basins clear and
flowing.

« Placed sandbags at Rec Cen-
ter to prevent potential flooding.

o Investigated and resolved
water intrusion issue at the Club-

A

house.

o Repaired door latch in the
Sunshine room at the Rec Center.

 Repaired damaged section of
Lake Louise Trail.

Maintenance staff responded
to numerous reports of trees over
the roadway during strong wind
events. Trees were removed from
roadways with minimal disrup-
tion to traffic.

e Removed a helium ballon
that was caught in a ceiling fan at
the Dance Barn.

o Repair of a urinal at the Rec
Center is in progress - Parts on
order.

e Removed temporary speed
bump on Windward Drive.

e Replaced light in Women'’s
restroom at the Marina.

o Repaired discharge hose on
brine tank.

« Repaired potholes at Area Z
entrance.

o Exterior lighting repairs at
Clubhouse, Marina and Adult
Center.

Successes

o The maintenance depart-
ment is well equipped and pre-
pared to respond to weather
events. Staff are engaged, sup-
plies are stocked, and equipment
isready if needed.

e The road drainage work
SVCA has done over the past sev-
eral years has really paid off. With
record rainfall, only minor flood-
ing occurred.

Planned Work

o Complete renovation of new
archive room.

e Replace door to Archive
room.

e Gutter cleaning at all facili-
ties.

« Perform service on OP-25.

e Service and make repairs on
OP-22.

e Drainage improvements at
areas identified during recent
storm.

Golf

Activity Summary
« Had good weather for fourth
Winter Series event on Dec. 6.

See Valley on 4

Kitchen/Bath Remodels
and Handyman House Repairs

Call Chris: 360-988-3012
Licensed & Bonded - Contractor # BELLIHW780C

www.bellinghamhomeworks.com

“I'm a Sudden Valley resident!”
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SV Views
P.O. Box 153

Lynden, WA 98264

Email: bill@lyndentribune.com

POLICY

The Sudden Valley Views welcomes letters to
the editor submitted by members of the As-
sociation. Topical submissions of current news
interest may be accepted up to six times per

calendar year.

Letters of up to 550 words are allowed.
The editor may edit for style and libel.

DEADLINES

The deadline for editorial submissions (including letters
to the editor) for the upcoming issue is the 23rd of each
month.

Editorial items may be submitted to: bill@lyndentribune.
com. For advertising information and deadlines, please
contact Mitze Kester at mitze@lyndentribune.com or call
360.354.4444.

At the hub of an
ever-changing
Sudden Valley

Editor,

Have you witnessed our South
Whatcom library staff in action,
offering up engaging activities
for all ages, making personal
recommendations, and creating
awelcoming space for all?

Even the surrounding plant-
ings and paths make the place
inviting. How lucky are we to
have a public good that serves so
many of a community’s diverse
needs.

Our library branch leases
a Sudden Valley building that
couldn’t be better utilized. Be-
yond books and magazines have
you checked out their events
calendar?

A book club, Lego club, and
social club. Reading hours buzz-
ing with children and parents,
family-friendly concerts, even
all-age holiday-themed maker
workshops.

And then there’s space just
to hang out and read the paper
while your neighbors, young and
old, come and go. Our library
brings new energy to the Adult
Center that is now multi-gener-
ational.

How perfect is that — a reflec-
tion of our dynamic, evolving
community of young with old,
working with retired, where all
are welcome.

Gregg Ramseth
Sudden Valley

Don’t let the
‘revolving door’
make decisions

Editor,

As we head into 2026, I
thought that it would be a good
time to reflect on the most recent
Sudden Valley vote that occurred
at the end of October.

Now for one minute, close
your eyes and imagine a soci-
ety where taxes can go up, laws
can get approved, leaders can
get elected and budgets can get
passed - all by not even lifting
your pen to vote.

Imagine if our state or federal
government functioned this way?

Finally, imagine if Belling-
ham’s city legislature worked this

way? I think we would all scratch
our heads and wonder if we were
living in some alternate reality.

Wait ... Sudden Valley actually
functions this way when it comes
to how budgets are passed and
decisions are made.

Crazy I know ... but the issue
is not actually the voting system
or rules by which Sudden Valley
HOA follows because this asso-
ciation is just following Washing-
ton State Law (RCW 64.90.525)
which provides that the budget
is ratified if it is not rejected by
owners holding a majority of
votes in the Association.

The issue is that we as a com-
munity are not voting nearly
enough to make effective and
meaningful decisions.

If only a small sampling
of households actually vote,
we can'’t actually make clear
decisions. Everything essentially
becomes “yes, we approve.”

Let’s break it down: 3,116 total
Sudden Valley eligible voting
households, 1,084 ballots were
counted and 62 ballots were not
counted for various reasons.

Of the ballots that were count-
ed for the 2026 Budget Measure,
only 1075 voted.

That means that only about
35% of Sudden Valley House-
holds voted in some capacity in
October.

The number of votes to reject
the budget was 601 and the num-
ber to approve was 474.

As you can see, in a normal
voting situation, the sentiment
and result would point toward
the community not actually
wanting to move forward with
the proposed budget.

However, because we need at
least 1,559 votes or a majority to
reject a budget, it passes with fly-
ing colors - it’s not even close.

We would have needed
around 1,000 more people to
vote “reject” in October.

Here is my final point. If we
as a community want to have
opinions about how our little
community functions, we need
to exercise our right to vote.

It's even more important
when the voting process works a
little different than our state and
federal elections.

Finally, if we are only going
to have 35% of households
voting in the future, I propose
that we save the time, money,
paper and postage and just let
the revolving door of Board of
Directors make all the decisions

going forward in Sudden Valley.
Josh Konen
Sudden Valley

Submitting letters
to the editor

The Sudden Valley Views en-
courages letters to the editor.

However, submissions must
refrain from attacking individu-
als without providing supporting
documentation or a rational and
legally defensible justification.

Letters should be emailed to
bill@lyndentribune.com and
should not exceed 550 words.

Your letter must include your
full name, complete address and
telephone number.

Your address and telephone
number will not be printed in the
newspapet, but will be used for
verification by newspaper staff.

Neither unsigned letters nor
letters containing personal at-
tacks of a libelous nature will be
published.

The Sudden Valley Views
reserves the right to edit or refuse
any letter.

All columns and letters on the
opinion page are the views of the
authors and do not necessarily
reflect the views of the Sudden
Valley Views newspaper.

Submitting
articles of interest

SVCA members are encour-
aged to submit articles of interest
for inclusion in the Views. Mem-
ber submitted articles should
focus on areas of interest to the
Sudden Valley community.

Opinions, complaints, and
politicking belong in the Letters
to the Editor, and will not run as
a member feature article.

Articles promoting a vendor’s
services, or advertisements
disguised as articles, will not be
accepted.

The Views has a separate
mechanism for advertising a
business, and that is where such
information should be kept.

However, to provide fair and
equal access, consecutive sub-
missions by a member will not
be permitted.

In other words, members who
have already had an article pub-
lished may not submit an article
for the following issue.

FROM THE GM'S DESK

2026: A year of
change for SVCA

By Jo Anne Jensen
SVCA General Manager

I'm sure that many of the
people who read this head-
line rolled their eyes and
thought, “Not another one!”
Every January, people pre-
dict that the coming year will
be different. Then time pro-
gresses, with little evidence
of the anticipated change.
However, the Sudden Valley
Community Association
will be compelled to make
significant changes in 2026
to its governing documents
to remain compliant with
Washington State statutes.

Because the Association’s
governing documents determine how we operate, these changes
will affect both the residents and the activities of SVCA. Going
forward, some residents will question why things are changing,
so this article will share background information to explain the
circumstances that make change necessary.

On July 1, 2018, the Washington Uniform Common Inter-
est Ownership Act (RCW 64.90) took effect. Best known by its
acronym, WUCIOA, this legislation replaces the Homeowner As-
sociation Act that formerly governed SVCA. Even though the law
was passed in 2018, it did not immediately affect SVCA because
many parts of the law have been phased in over time.

Some of the provisions of WUCIOA became effective for SVCA
in July 2025, and a few more will take effect on Jan. 1, 2026. On
Jan. 1, 2028, the remaining provisions of WUCIOA will take effect
and the transition envisioned by the WA State legislature in 2018
will be fully implemented.

The changes already implemented in 2025 and those taking
effect in 2026 aren’t significant in scope. The new provisions in-
clude the requirement to include state-mandated language in all
notices of delinquency in the payment of assessments and rules
around how the board of directors and committees conduct their
meetings.

Members who follow the activities of the board or who par-
ticipate in committees will see changes in the members of each
committee and how notice is given for meetings.

The current changes are small, but preparing for the future
will require a major effort. Looking ahead to 2028, SVCA’s Bylaws
and Rules & Regulations must be significantly revised to reflect
the new statutory requirements.

The Board, various committees and administrative staff have
already begun working to identify the necessary revisions so
that there will be time for the community to have input into the
changes and, eventually, vote to adopt the revised documents
well before the 2028 deadline.

If you are interested in participating in the review and revision
of SVCA’s governing documents, you can volunteer at Sudden-
valley.com/residents-resources/volunteer/.

Further information about WUCIOA and how it will affect the
Association will appear each month in The Views. Stay tuned.
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COMPLIANCE CORNER

Policy update: Use of café or bistro (Edison) lights

By Allen Helvajian
Compliance Manager

As part of our monthly se-
ries highlighting Sudden Valley
Community Association poli-
cies, we are addressing a fre-
quent concern regarding exte-
rior lighting.

We have noted an increase in
the installation of café, bistro or
Edison-style string lights.

Please be advised that these
specific lighting styles are not
approved for use within Sudden
Valley for the following reasons:

e Unshielded bulbs: Accord-

ing to Policy 14.6.4 (Appendix
F), all exterior light bulbs must
be shielded from view to pre-
vent obtrusive glare.

e Excessive magnitude:
These lights are considered to
exceed the community’s re-
quirement for providing safe
movement.

o Aesthetic and neighborly
impact: Exterior lighting must
not be objectionable to neigh-
boring residences.

Requirements for compliant
exterior lighting
To ensure your home re-

mains in compliance, please
keep the following regulations
in mind:

o Approved styles: Lighting
fixtures should be down-direct-
ed with the bulb fully shielded
from view.

e Motion detectors: These
must be adjusted to minimize
constant or inadvertent activa-
tion by adjacent activities.

e Mercury vapor lights: These
are only permitted with specific
approval from the Committee.

e Projecttimelines: Approved
lighting projects must be com-
pleted within six months, or the

request must be resubmitted.

Compliance and reporting

If you have concerns regard-
ing the brightness or quantity of
neighboring lights, please con-
tact Security to have the matter
documented and investigated.

Please  remember that
homeowners are responsible
for the actions and installations
of their renters.

For any further compliance
questions, you can reach the
Architectural Control Commit-
tee administration at ACCAd-
min@suddenvalley.com.

Around the Valley: Managing rains, winds in Sudden Valley

Continued from 2

o Early payment membership
sales are ahead of 2024.

Are you without insurance?
Call to see if you qualify for a special enrollment.

Group of Health Insurance Services, LLC

Your Local Health Insurance Consultants
360-527-2334 « cmillerkw@gmail.com « www.hicllc.net

Specializing in:

o Group and Individual Medical Insurance
 Medicare Health Plans

« Washington Healthplanfinder Registered

« Vision

« Dental

Christina Miller
Licensed Agent

Gommitte
Members

e Met with two area courses
(North Bellingham and Shuk-
san) to discuss collaborative
marketing ideas aimed at the
greater Seattle and Vancouver
market.

e Collected bids for a capital
request related to the replace-
ment of a new range cart and
picker.

e Reached out to several area
golf courses to discuss 2025 sea-
son in review.

e Promoted and planned for
our fifth Winter Series event
scheduled for Jan. 3.

‘Needeq!

Nominations & Elections Committee
Help support the annual election process.

Long-Range Planning Committee
Contribute to the development of the ten-year

Community Plan.

Document Review Committee
Review and update the Governing Documents.

Finance Committee
Review capital requests and

give input into budgeting

decisions.

Safety Committee

Plan programs that educate
the community about safety.

Scan to Apply!

Successes

o November 2025 revenue ex-
ceeded 2024 by $8K.

o Prepaid membership sales
for 2026 remain strong and cur-
rently up nearly 18% compared
to 2025.

o December revenue has ex-
ceeded budget and 2024 rev-
enue.

Planned Work

e Deactivate handicap ser-
vice to members who haven't re-
newed membership by year end.

o Identify cart repair list for
Greg and Bill and plan annual
cart maintenance schedule.

o Contact previous outside
tournament organizers to start
rebooking for the 2026 season.

» Review membership records
to ensure accuracy ahead of the
start of the 2026 season.

o Meet with the Golf Club to
review 2025 and plan the 2026
agenda.

o The golf course was re-rated
for handicap purposes this Fall.
We will begin all the necessary
processes for changes in Janu-
ary. This includes updating new
score cards for 2026.

o Execute a successful Winter
Series event on Jan. 3.

Turf Care
Activity Summary

o Golf course conditioning is
well into fall/winter operations.
Golf course general mainte-
nance activities continue as we

SALES -

SERVICE -

work around the weather.

o All rough and surrounding
out of play areas have been aer-
ated to improve winter drainage.

e Renovation work on Turf-
care building well under way.
Electrical, plumbing and drywall
completed as well as new rollup
door installed. Waiting on elec-
trical final then we can start clos-
ing in the walls.

o Irrigation system sprinkler
clearing work continues.

o Deep tine aerated #6-7-17-
18 fairways.

o Lake Louise dam project is
complete. Turfcare now moni-
toring daily and changing gate
positions as the weather dictates.

o Irrigation system sprinkler
clearing work continues.

 Continuous tree branch and
debris cleanup throughout the
course.

o Working on three new for-
ward tee box installs.

Successes

o Fall/winter crew size is in
good shape for expectation of
course conditions.

Planned Work

« Continue general condition-
ing.

e Aerating and sand topdress-
ing wet areas and approaches.

o Continue working on draft
2026 Capital equipment replace-
ment documents.

o Fairway deep tinning 4-5” to
begin after rough areas are com-
pleted.

INSTALLATION

HEATING AIR CONDITIONING

VISIT OUR WARM SHOWROOM

g

FURNACES - HEAT PUMPS - BOILERS
RADIANT FLOOR HEATING
AIR CONDITIONING - DUCT CLEANING
WOOD, GAS & PELLET STOVES
SPAS AND ACCESSORIES

_/

360-676-1131

5100 Pacific Highway

Ferndale, WA




SuDDEN VALLEY VIEWS

January 2026 | Page 5

Sudden Valley Community Center holds its first open house

By Nakell Jones
SVCA Staff

On the morning of Jan. 3, the
Sudden Valley community gath-
ered for the Community Center’s
first Open House.

The event offered residents a
welcoming opportunity to con-
nect with familiar faces and learn
more about the many programs
available.

Club members, fitness instruc-
tors, Sudden Valley committees,
and community groups greeted
residents as they entered the
Community Center.

The Open House provided a
great way to discover what'’s hap-
pening at the Community Center
and learn how to get involved.

Community clubs are free and
open to all members, making
them an excellent way to meet
neighbors and connect with like-
minded residents.

Sports clubs meet weekly and
range from ping pong to tennis.
For those less interested in sports,
there are plenty of other options,
such as Ukulele Club, Mindful
Meditation Club, Art in the Barn
and even a Remote Sailing Club.

Residents also had the chance
to learn about weekly group fit-
ness classes offered at the Com-
munity Center. Fitness instruc-
tors were available to answer
questions and share details about
classes such as yoga, senior
strength, HIIT strength, personal
training, and more!

If you were unable to attend
the Open House, there will be
many opportunities to attend in
the future. Residents are encour-
aged to stop by the Community
Center for information on clubs,
groups, and fitness classes.

We appreciate everyone who
attended and helped make the
event a success.

Left: Representatives from the Ukulele Club participated in the Jan. 3 Community Center open house. Right: Club representatives, fithess instruc-
tors, and SVCA groups welcomed attending residents and shared information about programs and activities. (Nakell Jones/SVCA photo)

When are your dues due?

By Jo Anne Jensen
SVCA General Manager

Payment coupons for 2026
were mailed on Dec. 18 to all
members except for those who
are signed up for ACH payments.

If you have not received your
coupons yet, please call the front
office at 360-734-6430.

This year’s coupons state that
the due date for your monthly
dues payment is the 28th of each
month. That date was chosen be-
cause it most closely represents
the last business day of each
month.

However, it's not precisely
true. SVCA Policy 2025-05 states
the following:

“The payment due date for
dues and assessments is the first
day of each calendar month. Dues
and assessments are considered
late as listed below. Any unpaid
balances will be considered late
and subject to fees beginning on
the first day of the month follow-
ing the due date. Accounts that
are not fully paid within 30 days
from the due date are late and in-
cur a $25 late fee”

So to pay your dues on time,
your payment must be received
on the last business day of each
month.

If you drop your payments off
at the Welcome Center, a sign will
be posted each month indicating
the latest time you can leave your

[~ = e e e —————— —
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An Additional 10%

New Construction, Additions, Kitchen and Bath Remodels

Handyman Special! |
#? 5100 OFF

ALL Residential

|

|
Handyman Services |
From Now Until |
|

|

January 31*
Seniors Save

| (360)440-9130 + 125 W. Badger, Lynden |

I www.polsongeneralcontractorllc.com I
Contractors # POLSOGC817NA

—e——— . . . e . e e e e e ]

payment and still be on time.

If you would like to set up an
automatic monthly payment, visit
suddenvalley.com/paying-dues/
or call the front office for assis-
tance.

SIMPLE 1 SOLUTIONS LLC

CALL / TEXT US TODAY FOR FREE ESTIMATES:
(360) 261-4409

-LANDSCAPING

-WINDOW CLEANING
-PRESSURE WASHING

YEAR-ROUND SERVICES

-YARD CLEANUPS
-GUTTERS
-JUNK HAULS

Simplelnow.com

2056

NEW YEAR. NEW HOME

Thinking about buying or selling in 2026?

Whether it’s your first home, your next move, or a fresh start,
RE/MAX agents are here to guide you every step of the way.

Start your 2026 real estate journey with confidence | Call your local Sudden Valley RE/MAX office!

www.nwhomes.net
info@nwhomes.net

1937 Lake Whatcom Blvd,
Bellingham, WA 98229

O 360-647-5050

Local knowledge. Proven results. Trusted advice.
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Annual Breakfast with
Santa held at El Agave

On Saturday Dec. 13, El Agave, along with numerous volunteers, hosted the annual
Breakfast with Santa, featuring a free buffet breakfast, with 568 meals being served,
which was a record. There were also free pictures with Santa, courtesy of ReMax, and
crafts for the kids. The Grinch also made an appearance, which added to the fun. A
huge thank you to El Agave for the delicious food, and to all the volunteers who con-
tinue to make this a much-anticipated event every year. Also thank you to Ray and Ann
Meador who were Santa and Mrs. Claus this year. (Photos courtesy Trang Worline)

Snow: Sudden Valley releases response plan for 2026

Continued from 1

ditches, which are vital for drain-
age.

Information updates
Throughout a weather event,
updates on conditions will be

posted to SuddenValley.com in
the announcements section and
on the Sudden Valley Facebook
page.

In an extended snow event,
updates on conditions and plow-
ing progress will also be posted to
the home page of the website. e-

MJD CONSTRUCTION

RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL
LIC #MJOCOCL807BP

SANTIAGO CORREA
360-770-8117

Sudden Valley Local!

3 Cayuse Court - $1,050,000
- Forest On 2 Sides

- Efficient Heating & Cooling
- Soaring Ceilings & Fireplace

- Primary On Main Level

- Luxury Kitchen and Primary Bath

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING
LANDSCAPING | STONE
TILE INSTALLATION
DRYWALL/TAPING
SIDING | FENCE | ROOFING

MJDCONSTRUCTION1@HOTMAIL.COM

Blasts will be sent when a serious
weather event is predicted.

When we post a weather alert
to the website, we will also record
the update as a phone message
on the SVCA Hotline at 360-746-
7010.

Keep cars off the road

One of the biggest challenges
during a snow event is cars that
are abandoned on the roads or at
the mailbox clusters.

Cars left on the road prevent
SVCA from plowing and cause
accidents when other drivers try
to avoid them.

Cars left at the mailboxes pre-
vent SVCA from keeping those
areas clear, leading to dangerous
conditions for people trying to
pick up their mail.

Luxury Home - Sold Right Away In December!

To avoid getting stuck on the
road, use the overflow parking lot
across from the Gate 5 entrance.
If you do get stuck, please call
security immediately at 360-319-
8200 to report your location, the
make and model of your car, your
phone number, and your prop-
erty address.

You must make your own ar-
rangements for towing, but cars
left on the road may be towed by
SVCA if they are a significant haz-
ard.

Report problems to SVCA

If you are experiencing an
emergency, you should call 911
immediately. This ensures the
fastest possible response from
emergency services.

If you see an issue that could

of Sudden Valley
360-739-7354

www.DiscoverSuddenValley.com

GREG PAUL
* The Top Producer in Unit Sales in Sudden Valley
* Experienced Negotiation Skills
« Strong Online Presence
* Knowledgeable in the
Amenities, Services,
Regulations & Structure

REMX

WHATCOM COUNTY, INC.

GregPaul@Remax.net

(360) 223-9297

John.Maurer@movement.com

John Maurer, NmLs 487494

* Down payment grant up to 3% program
* USDA zero-down mortgages

* Renovation loans * New construction

¢ Sudden Valley resident

* 30+ years lending experience

pose a hazard, let SVCA know. Af-
ter hours, call security at 360-319-
8200 to report issues.

During regular business hours
(8 a.m. until 5 p.m. M-F), call the
front office at 360-734-6430.

Be prepared

Be prepared to clear your
driveway. Usually, this means
having a snow shovel or snow
blower on hand.

Also, keep in mind that plow-
ing could affect your driveway
entrance. If you can’t clear all
the snow off your driveway, plain
sand is the best thing to put down
for traction. If you use deicers, be
aware they can melt and then re-
freeze.

Purple Heat ice-melt is avail-
able at the Welcome Center for
$15 per 50-pound bag.

School bus routes

Bellingham Public Schools
have adjusted their bus routes
for the coming winter weather.
School busses will now service
Lake Louise Road in addition to
Lake Whatcom Blvd, allowing
kids to get dropped off closer to
home.

The Valley Market will still be
a drop off location for Gate 2, but
school busses will also drop off at
Windward Drive (Gate 1), Tum-
bling Water Drive (Gate 5), Polo
Park Drive (Gate 9) and Western
Lane (Gate 13).

For more information, contact
Bellingham Public Schools.
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Sudden Valley lights the Christmas tree

The annual Sudden Valley tree lighting took place on Dec. 6. Residents could partake
in cookie decorating, drinking hot chocolate, making crafts, playing games and taking
photos with the Grinch. Before the lighting countdown, Board President Keith McLean
expressed his gratitude toward the community and said he looks forward to the new

year. (SVCA photos)

Bradley: Rejoins Sudden Valley's Board of Directors

Continued from 1

Storage License Agreement.

Sudden Valley General Man-
ager Jo Anne Jensen wrote in a
Dec. 11 memo to the SVCA Board
that “small changes have been
made over the past four years
to the Marina Moorage/Storage
License Agreement to reflect op-
erational changes.”

“To ensure that the cumulative
effect of multiple changes did not
result in reducing the legal pro-
tections afforded to SVCA, Rich-
ard Davis was asked to review the
agreement,” Jensen wrote. “The
version presented here reflects
Richard’s edits as well as the op-
erational changes requested by
Rec Staff and the 2025 Document
Review Committee.”

At its Oct. 23 meeting, the
SVCA Board reviewed the Marina
Moorage/Storage License Agree-
ment.

Jensen explained that during
discussion the Board suggested
the document “be reviewed one
last time and then brought back
for approval”

“That review has been com-
pleted and it is recommended
that the board adopt the pro-
posed language at this time,” Jen-
sen wrote in her memo.

SVCA will mail the annual
moorage/storage renewal let-
ters on Jan. 7, which is before the
Board’s first January meeting.

A complete copy of the Marina
Moorage/Storage License Agree-
ment is in the SVCA Board’s Dec.
11 agenda packet, available at

to age 150*
Supplement cash flow
» Refinanceyour debt

applicable).

Thinking About a Reverse Mortgage Loan?

¢ No mandatory monthly payments

e Pay for in-home health care

o Home renovations/improvements
Preserve retirement assets **
Increase available cash reserves

» Preserve equity and retain title

e Purchase a more appropriate home

Mike Mitchell
CMPS, CRMP
NMLS 1179477

Call Now
360-685-6850

Or scan

*Borrower must live in the home, maintain it, and pay property-
related charges, like taxes and insurance (and HOA fees, if

**This advertisement does not constitute financial advice.
Please consult a financial advisor regarding your specific

restrictions and limitations may apply.

Copyright©2024 Fairway Independent Mortgage Corporation (“Fairway”) NMLS#2289. 4750 S.
Biltmore Lane, Madison, Wl 53718, 1-866-912-4800. All rights reserved. Fairway is not affiliated
with any government agencies. These materials are not from HUD or FHA and were not approved by
HUD or a government agency. Reverse mortgage borrowers are required to attend counseling
sessions with a HUD-approved agency. The youngest borrower must be at least 62 years old.
Monthly reverse mortgage advances may affect eligibility for some other programs. This is not an
offer to enter into an agreement. Not all customers will qualify. Information, rates and programs are
subject to change without notice. All products are subject to credit and property approval. Other

suddenvalley.com.

The Sudden Valley Board of
Directors meets at 7 p.m. the sec-
ond and fourth Thursdays of each
month in Multipurpose Room

+

A. Agendas and minutes for the
board’s meetings are available at
suddenvalley.com, as are video.
The Sudden Valley Board will
hold its next meeting at 7 p.m.

Thursday, Jan. 8.

-- Contact Bill Helm at bill@lyn-
dentribune.com

SUDDEN
VALLEY

Open Mic

Night

in the Dance Barn
8 Barn View Ct. (Gate 2)

3,

Ken
* Yoetﬂ S0
S

Friday, Jan. 30th
4
Starts at 7pm 4+

\Nord Instruments

Sign-up online to
participate at
SuddenValley.com/Calendar
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Happy New Year Sudden Valley

At 10 a.m. on New Year’s Day, approximately 30 swimmers braved the 42-degree waters of Lake Whatcom to take part in the 2026 Polar Bear
Plunge. Corby Worline stayed in the icy water the longest, lasting an impressive seven minutes, with Zachary Biddle close behind at six minutes.
The event also features a notable first-time participant: an 80-year-old swimmer who joined the plunge for the first time. Following the swim,
participants and spectators gathered around a bonfire with hot coffee and cocoa to help warm everyone after the event. (Photos by Taimi Van de Polder and

Trang Worlibe)

Committee: Sudden Valley is looking for volunteers

Continued from 1

However, she has noticed de-
clining interest in volunteering
for certain committees.

“In many years, nobody runs
for N&E,” said Bradley. “I love it
and you get used to doing it, but
there comes a time when oth-
er people need to step up, you
know?”

Despite Sudden Valley hous-
ing upwards of 7,000 residents,
few volunteer as committee
members.

“Every one of those people
has some expertise, or something
that they're interested in,” Board
Member Rob Gibbs said. “People
need to get involved because we
need a variety of ideas, and we
need to take part in the manage-
ment of the Association”

Gibbs moved to Sudden Valley
in 2017 and initially volunteered
by recording BOD meetings. He
eventually joined the Architec-
tural Control Committee (ACC)
in 2019.

“My wife and I wanted to

YOUR ONE STOP

SHOP FOR ALL
OF YOUR GOLF
CART NEEDS!

I WE DELIVER!

M WE TAKE
TRADE-INS!

M WE PAY CASH
FOR CARTS!

Rentals and
Repair Services
also available.

change the color of our house,
so we went to the ACC, and I
thought, ‘Well, this is interest-
ing. They're looking at engineer-
ing drawings and whatnot.” said
Gibbs. “That was my background
in my previous field, so I volun-
teered to get on the ACC”

Most committees report to
and advise the Board of Directors
regarding everything from policy
changes to long-term projects.
Gibbs explained that the Board’s
role is to provide governance and
oversight over the Association
and have a fiduciary responsibil-
ity for it.

“If people get involved, they're
going to have a chance to weigh
in with their thoughts and ex-
pertise,” Gibbs said, “and maybe
have some fun along the way.”

Committees vary in responsi-
bility and time commitment, with
some only holding meetings once
amonth.

“I understand when people
have families and kids going to
school, sometimes you're re-
luctant to get involved,” Bradley

said. “But I think you really learn
a lot when you sit on the Board
— when you sit on a committee.
You have discussions within the
committee that help you better
understand what’s all involved
rather than not understanding it
atall”

Volunteering for a commit-
tee is also a great way to meet
fellow members of Sudden Val-
ley. “I've made new friends as
a result of working with folks in
governance,” Gibbs said. “I was
adjusting mic volumes for Linda
back in 2017, and I think we’ve
become really pretty good close
friends now, having had a chance
to work elbow-to-elbow on com-
mittees together”

Participating in the gover-
nance of Sudden Valley is not
only a great opportunity to meet
new friends and be heard, but it
also offers the chance to make
real changes that benefit the
community.

“[Last] year, we [on the N&E
Committee] opened up the op-
portunity for people to vote elec-

JANUARY SALE!

2020 Club B2*
Tempo W

jthium
us\ 500 OFF

To request a quote, view used inventory and to check out

—— e ———

CHUCKANUT

GOLF CARTS

our line-up of new Epic and Icon EVs, please visit:
www.chuckanutgolfcarts.com or call (360) 510-444]1

tronically, rather than submit a
paper ballot,” Gibbs said. “That
felt like an accomplishment that
had occurred. Folks coming to-
gether to work for the common
good; I think people would feel
really good coming away seeing
those accomplishments.”
Currently there are opening
on the Nominations & Elections

Committee, the Long-Range
Planning Committee, the Docu-
ment Review Committee, the Fi-
nance Committee and the Safety
Committee.

For more information on com-
mittees and how to volunteer,
visit suddenvalley.com or find
the associated ad located in this

paper.

Dr. Chaddock is a western
Washington native. He
attended WWU and is

a 2003 doctoral
Graduate of the
University of Washington
School of Dentistry.

Dentistry For All Ages
Welcoming New Patients
Robert Chaddock DDS
(360) 734-9928

Most insurances accepted
www.chaddockdentist.com

Children deserve a wonderful dental
experience. We encourage parents to
bring their children in for a visit any time
after the age of one.

Your child will love it herel

Dental

Care
for the

Whole
Family

Silver Beach
Dental
2814 Flint St
Bellingham
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Trivia in the Barn!
Free family friendly trivia.

Friday, January 16", 7pm
at the SVCA Community Center.

8 Barn View Ct, Bellingham, WA 98229.

Prizes for the top
3 teams donated
by Tino’s!

L

For more information go to
WWW.SUDDENVALLEY.COM
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To place a classified ad, please email
mitze@lyndentribune.com or call (360) 354-4444.

Deadline: 20th of each month
Monthly Rates: $15 per column inch

VACANT LOTS WANTED!

I continually have buyers looking for quality vacant lots
in Sudden Valley. Contact me for a market evaluation.

NDSCAPE
AVATION LLC

Landscape Clean Ups - Mowing « Pruning - Excavator Work

Weeding - Landscape Installation « Tree Work « Mulch
Gravel « Dirt - Dump Runs « Pressure Washing « More!

360-296-4824 #urrimsi788

www.EliteLandscapeExcavation.com

GARDENING

January = Prune Dormant Trees,
Shrubs, and Perennials!
| Do- Planting; Pruning; Design/Redesign;
Clean-Ups; Curb Appeal and Maintenance
For Your Home, Second Home, Rental

Contact Terry 360-671-7369

LAWN MOWING &
LANDSCAPING
Lawn Mowing, Hedge Trimming,
Tree Trimming, Tree Removal/Limbing, Yard

(leanups, Hardscape Work, Excavation Work.
Year-Round Maintenance Work!

cALLor TEXT360-318-5426

Rly Greg Paul
/M 360-739-7354 . . . PRESSURE WASHING &
4 Full Service Painting DUMP RUNS
WHATEON CODNTY, INE- G reg Paul@Remax.net Interiorsl Exteriors Pressure Washing of Decks, Rock Work, Driveways, Please
Pressure Washing Driveways & Sidewalks Roofs, Gutters, Sidewalks, Houses ) Re CYCle
. o www.soundpaintingcompany.com DuarilR:gw:Uol é\ewf :’I:: :‘:‘usae;;ﬁigﬁ:;r‘dee‘eﬁm th is P
Document Review Committee 360-778-3323 - is Paper.

360-312-8409

needs volunteer members

The 2026 Document Review Committee is looking for volunteer
community members to begin looking at the changes to the governing
documents that will be required as WUCIOA takes effect.

Several changes are already recognized in 2026 and by Jan. 1, 2028,
RCW 64.90 will become the statute governing homeowner associations
replacing RCW 64.38.

Community members interested in helping review SVCA bylaws
and WUCIOA changes affecting them should fill out and submit the
online volunteer form to the Document Review Committee.

Wednesdays Jan. 14
through March 25
NSEA Stream Team

Volunteer with NSEA to removing wire cages from native trees
planted 20-plus years ago to improve salmon habitat across
Whatcom County. See restoration history and help maintain
older sites that need love. Meet at NSEA's campus by 8 a.m.
and your group leader will shuttle everyone to the site. Will be
back to NSEA at noon. All materials and tools needed will be
provided, just bring weather-appropriate clothes, sturdy shoes
and a water bottle. Wednesdays Jan. 14 through March 25.

Want to see what
Adwvertising in the Views

can do for your business?

Sudden Valley Golf Club

Full Member Privileges

r how

With thousands of readers
picking up a copy every
month, don’t miss out on
this opportunity for new
customers to find you.

Deadline for the February edition
will be Wednesday, January 21

Contact Mitze for details
360.354.4444

mitze@lyndentribune.com

¢ Unlimited Golf ¢ Unlimited Range

Balls ¢ Preferred Tee Times ¢

» Handicap Service * Locker Service ¢ Golf Tournaments ¢

* Limited Reciprocal Privileges at Area Private Clubs ¢

No matte

often you play,
" thereis @
rship that

1embe
f or you!

* Golf Shop Discount * Social Events ° is ,,,'ghtf

Full Membership Rates

Property Owners Annual Monthly Non-Property Owners Annual  Monthly
Single $2,350 $200 Single $2,575 $215
Couple $3,525 $300 Couple $3,900 $330
Family of 3+ $3,750 $320 Family of 3+ $4,100 $350
Young Family (children 15 or younger) Young Family (children 15 or younger)

After Noon Play $1,675 $145 After Noon Play $1,875 $160
Senior Limited (62 & up, M-F) $1,725 $150 Senior Limited (62 & up, M-F)  $1,900 $165
Intermediate (Ages 18 - 28) $1,175 $105 Intermediate (Ages 18 - 28) $1,275 $115
Junior (17 and Younger) $360 $38 Junior (17 and Younger) $390 $43

Associate Membership: Associate members receive three complimentary rounds of golf, 50% off
all green fees, 50% off range balls, handicap service, a locker, preferred tee times, and may play in all
Golf Club tournaments and participate in all social events. Cost: $550 / year - $50 / mo.

Social Membership: Social members receive two complimentary rounds of golf, 25% off all green fees,
a locker, preferred tee times and may play in all Golf Club tournaments and participate in all social events.
Cost: $150 / year ($175 / year with GHIN Handicap Service)
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Day-tripping
to Seattle

Pictured are 17-year-old Aaralyn, 15-year-
old Kyden, 13-year-old Briella and 9-year-

old Sunniva on their way to Seattle. (Alison
Chaffee for the Views)

Fun with Santa

August Campbell has fun with the
Grinch during Sudden Valley’s annual

Breakfast with Santa in December. (Ali-
son Chaffee for the Views)

Celebration of life

This month’s Pet of the Month is Oreo,
‘ submitted by Caitlin Chamberlin and Freya.

"Oreo is the cutest hamster ever and he's 10 months old.
He likes to run mazes, which | make for him out of magnet tiles.
He also likes to run all over me. Oreo is so soft. | love him!"
- Freya, age 8
Do you have a pet of the month?
If you think that your pet is ready for prime time, please send
a high resolution photo with your pet's name, your name,
and a brief description to office@suddenvalley.com

THE SUDDEN VALLEY Petepthe MIONTH 'S SPONSORED BY:

Qreo

107% OFF

Entire Purchase

Locally Owned Since 1993
326 36th St, Sehome Village, Bellingham

With Coupon

One coupon per customer.
Coupon cannot be combined with any
other discounts. Expires 06/30/26.

Free local delivery with orders of $15+!

(360) 738-3663
www.petstopinfo.net
Mon.-Sat. gam-8pm, Sun. gam-6pm

Camdyn, Caelynn and Camila Stevenson at the celebra-
tion of life for Bob ‘Poppi’ Stevenson, a veteran and

one of five generations of Stevensons in Sudden Valley.

Stevenson’s funeral was a military funeral. If you would

like to see your child featured in our kid’s views section,
please send your submissions to bodvandepolder@sud-
denvalley.com. (Taimi Van de Polder/The Views)

1200 Lakeway Drive, Unit #2
Bellingham, WA 98229

360-733-3700

www.sunmarkproperties.com
email: sunmarkproperties@msn.com

TRUST YOUR LOCAL SALES OFFICE!

W-MAR
- W %
2N

PropeRrTies

Jackie Ryan
Designated Broker

Azam Nader

Vadim Kotsyuba
Broker

Broker

5487 Wood Duck Lp, Blaine
20 Sparrow Ct., Bellingham

FEATURED
HOMES & LOTS

$359,000
$79,000

SUDDEN VALLEY
RENTAL LISTINGS

No smoking of any kind, no drugs. Applicants must have good credit. Call for application.
Application fee - $35 single, $45 married.

Furnished water and golf course views, 2 bedrooms, 1 bath, condo.
Water and sewer included. Great credit, no pets. Rent $2000

Are you looking for
Stress-free Property
Management?

Let us handle your rental with
our 38 years of experience!

Call Azam at
360-733-3700

1 Lake Louise Dr #42, Lakeridge Condominium
Current Best Buy! Spacious single-level condominium feat. attached
single-car garage converted into an office. Open floor plan w/
vaulted ceilings, high windows, and stainless-steel appliances.
Newer gas furnace and lg primary bedroom w/ensuite bathroom.
All appliances are included! The Lakeridge complex offers private
amenities including a swimming pool and tennis court. $137,000
Special Assessment for complete exterior renovations, incl. new
windows, decks, roof, siding, paint. Assessment may be paid in full
at closing or financed at $1,100/month at 7% interest. $2'| 0,000

7933 Oregon Trail, Maple Falls Just 25 minutes
from Bellingham, this beautifully situated home offers the
perfect blend of convenience and comfort. Designed with
an open-concept layout and vaulted ceilings in the living
room, the space lives larger! High-end finishes include
custom cabinetry, quartz countertops, SS Appliances, and
durable flooring. With 3 bedrooms and 2 bathrooms—
including a spacious master suite—all on one level, this
home is ideal for easy living. Step out onto the back patio
and enjoy the outdoors! BONUS 350 sq ft storage attic
space above garage w/ pull down stairs, this home has

it alll Come check it out! $430,000

= S
'\ Happy ¥
New Year!

-From Sun-Mark
Properties Ny
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