
SUDDEN VALLEY COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

Sudden Valley
Naturally!

w w w.s u d d e n v a l l e y.c o m

Sudden Valley Firewise Information Night — page 7

12 pages | Volume 52 | Number 7www.suddenvalley.com

July 2026

P
R

ST
 S

T
D

U
S 

P
os

ta
ge

 P
ai

d
Ly

n
d

en
, W

A
P

er
m

it
 #

20

**
**

**
**

EC
RW

SS
**

R
ES

ID
EN

TI
AL

 C
U

ST
O

M
ER

By Bill Helm 
Editor

SUDDEN VALLEY 
— On June 11, the 
Sudden Valley Board 
of Directors autho-
rized GM Jo Anne 
Jensen to move for-
ward with the City of 
Bellingham regarding 
the Lake Whatcom 
Watershed Land Ac-
quisition Program.

In a June 11 memo 
to the SVCA Board, 
Jensen explained that 
the association cur-
rently owns “three 
large parcels of land 
that are not being ac-
tively used or devel-
oped.” 

The combined 
value of those proper-
ties, the memo states, 
is $810,916.

The purpose of the 
Lake Whatcom Wa-
tershed Land Acqui-
sition Program is for 
the City of Belling-
ham to buy properties 
within the watershed 
and convert them to 
greenspace to limit 
development. 

Jensen explained 
in the memo that Brad 
Edwards, a member 
of the Long Range 
Planning Committee, 
had an informational 
discussion about the 
program “and felt it 
might be a good way 

for SVCA to realize 
some of the value 
of the unused land, 
while preserving it as 
green space.”

The three pieces of 
land are the following: 

• Area Y: 43.88 
acres in the south-
west corner of the 
intersection between 
Lake Whatcom Blvd. 
and Lake Louise 
Road. Annual taxes 
on this property are 
$1,398.51. The land’s 
valuation is $178,560.

• Campground: 
34.35 acres on the 
southwest side of 
Lake Louise Road 
north of the entrance 
to Gate 13. Annual 

taxes are $1,636.24. 
Valuation is $280,450.

• Airstrip: 21.63 
acres off Older Ave 
and south of homes 
on Windward Drive. 
Annual taxes are 
$3,889.81. The land’s 
valuation is $351,906.

The way the pro-
gram works is that 
Sudden Valley must 
express interest in the 
program and identify 
the parcels it would 
like considered. 

The City of Belling-
ham then researches 
the properties and 
pays for the apprais-
als. 

If Bellingham is 
then interested in ac-

quiring the parcel, 
they would make an 
offer between 85% 
and 95% of the fair 
market value. 

Sudden Valley 
would not be under 
any obligation to ac-
cept the offer and 
would not incur any 
costs, unless they opt-
ed to obtain an inde-
pendent appraisal.

Also on June 11, 
the Sudden Val-
ley Board approved 
a renovation of the 
clubhouse’s former 
administration space. 

According to a 
June 11 memo from 
Jensen to the SVCA 
Board, the proposed 

changes would make 
the space usable for 
meetings, small-scale 
public gatherings and 
other community ac-
tivities.

The cost for 
the renovation, 
$23,696.64, will come 
from CRRRF, which 
stands for Capital Re-
pair Replacement Re-
serve Fund.

On June 25, the 
Sudden Valley Board 
approved the follow-
ing:

• New registra-
tion fees for rentals, 
which will take effect 
on Jan. 1, 2027, are 
$225 for the renewal 
of a short-term rental 

registration, and $50 
for the renewal of a 
long-term rental reg-
istration.

• Revision of policy 
2020.01 Marina Off-
Leash Policy

• Proposed dona-
tion and memorial 
gift policy

The SVCA Board 
meets the second and 
fourth Thursdays of 
each month at 7 p.m. 
in the Multipurpose 
Room, 8 Barn View 
Court. Agendas and 
minutes are available 
at suddenvalley.com.

-- Contact Bill Helm at 
bill@lyndentribune.
com

Sudden Valley to consider involvement in Lake 
Whatcom Watershed Land Acquisition Program

By Jo Anne Jensen
SVCA General Manager

SUDDEN VALLEY — 
On Feb. 26, the Sudden 
Valley Community Asso-
ciation’s Board of Directors 
approved $428,714 in fund-
ing to pay for road repairs 
planned for completion in 
2026.

Work on the project 
began on June 11 and in-
cluded asphalt repairs 
and overlay on four roads: 
Misty Ridge Court, Fields 
Park Place, Yearling Place 
and Appaloosa Court.

Phase I of the project 
was completed on June 19. 
This part of the work also 
included pothole and de-
lamination repair, ditching 
improvements, and replac-

ing asphalt where culvert 
replacements were made 
at locations throughout the 
Association. 

According to Tyler An-
drews of PNW Civil, Phase 
II will begin in early July 
and will involve finishing 
road patches where addi-
tional culverts are planned 
to be replaced. Culvert 
replacements should be 
completed by mid-July, 
and seven culverts have al-
ready been replaced.

“Over the last few years, 
SVCA has really focused 
on catching up years of de-
ferred maintenance to the 
36-mile road and drainage 
system, and the work com-
pleted has made a major 
difference,” Andrews said.

The culvert replace-

ments, as well as any road 
and drainage requests, are 
prioritized based on the 
10-year Roads & Drainage 
Plan that was prepared by 
Impact Design for SVCA in 
2023. Recommendations 
found in the Ten-Year Plan 
are used to prepare the 
Roads portion of the capital 
budget, which determines 
the projects that will be 
funded each year. 

The projects identified 
in the 10-Year Plan are not 
the only maintenance per-

SVCA completes first phase of asphalt repairs

An SVCA Main-
tenance vehicle, 
above, parked 
on Yearling 
Place. Yearling 
Place was one 
of four roads 
repaired in 
Phase I of the 
2026 Road Re-
pair Project. At 
left, this chart 
shows SV's an-
nual spend on 
Roads, 2016-
2025. (SVCA Photo)

See Asphalt on 8
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Sudden Valley enjoyed sun-
shine and warm temperatures 
for most of the month. The good 
weather encouraged residents to 
take advantage of the pools and 
parks – it truly felt like Summer.

Several departments wrapped 
up seasonal program initiatives 

just in time to start work on the 
operational and capital budgets 
for 2027.

Administration 
Activity Summary 

• Continued work on the an-
nual inventory and 2027 capital 

budgeting process.
• Began work on 2027 opera-

tional budget.
• Worked with new Security 

partner, RSU, to update post or-
ders, process documentation, and 
to clarify parking signage and fa-
cility open hours.

• Finalizing rental registration 
process, working with the final few 
properties to complete registra-
tion.

• Prepared summary report of 
the outcome of the rental registra-
tion process.

• Extended Community Sur-
vey response period by one week; 
finalized data and sent it to Cata-
pult Insights.

• Worked with Catapult In-
sights to develop weighting and 
analytics plan for the Community 
Survey.

• Began interviews to fill open 
Member Services position.

• Began hiring process to fill 
Maintenance Department open-
ings

Successes 
• There were 1,135 responses to 

the Community Survey.
• 223 rental properties were 

identified and more than half have 
completed the registration pro-
cess.

Planned Work 
• Finalize the new POS soft-

ware implementation and plan 
the transition to the new system.

• Implement events calendar 
on website.

• Continue updating SOPs.

Maintenance 
Activity Summary 

• Firewise program was suc-
cessfully completed.

• Repaired ADA door locking 
mechanism at the Clubhouse.

• Replaced shower heads in 
Women’s locker room at the Rec 
Center.

• Installed mulch at small dog 
park.

• Removed tree over Honey-
comb Lane.

• Repaired door at West wet slip 
at Marina.

• Repaired potholes at Marina. 
• Continued roadside mowing 

program.  
• Stayed on schedule with rou-

tine mowing of parks and green 
spaces.

• Completed asset inventory 
for maintenance and facilities. 

• Reversed blades on wood-
chipper. 

• Repaired service to outdoor 
lighting at Clubhouse parking lot.

• Serviced OP- 28 and installed 
new rearview mirror on OP-22.

• Cleaned Clubhouse entry-
ways and parking lot.

• Repaired main entrance door 
to Clubhouse.

• Welded new skid plate on 
roadside flail mower.

• Decommissioned SP-6 for 
trade in.

• Secured window at Adult 
Center.

• Two new Security vehicles 
were purchased and outfitted for 

use.
• Gazebo refurbishment proj-

ect is in progress.
• Roadside mowing is complete 

in Gates 3,5,9,13, & 28.
• Repaired toilet in Women’s 

room at AM/PM Park.
• Replaced condensation line 

on HVAC system at Clubhouse.
• Repaired door latch at Adult 

Center. 
• Improved signage at AM/PM 

Park. 
• Cleaned up vandalism in Ma-

rina bathrooms.
• Serviced Zero Turn. 
• Removed water tank from OP-

24.
• Summer street sweeping is 

complete.
• Cleaned up Adult Pool me-

chanical room. 
• Installed new stop sign at 

Ridge Crest and Sudden Valley 
Drive.

• Re-painted parking spaces at 
AM/PM Park.

• Repaired garage door at Turf-
care.

• Repaired damaged switch to 
fuel pump at Clubhouse. 

Successes 
• HVAC project is completed at 

Clubhouse. 
• Firewise program is complete.
• A seasonal custodian will be 

starting work next week.

Planned Work 
• Assist with summer road 

AROUND THE VALLEY

Sudden Valley enjoys sunshine, warmth in June

See Around the Valley on 6

Construction • Plumbing • Electrical • Heat Pumps • Insulation • & More!
All Under One Roof!

We install EV Chargers!
Call for a FREE estimate today!

Call us TODAY to schedule a 
FREE WALKTHROUGH to find out 

if your home qualifies for 
UTILITY REBATES!

Stay cool in 
the summer

Stay warm in 
the winter

We provide home insulation 
and air sealing.

Need a new 
deck?

Need a new 
deck?

Call us for all of these things & MORE! 360-389-1056
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By Jo Anne Jensen
SVCA General Manager

Over the past months, I’ve 
written several articles about how 
changes in Washington State law 
have affected the Association as 
well as what we can expect from 
the bigger changes that are com-
ing in 2028. 

One of the challenges that 
we’ve experienced this year be-
cause of the new statutes, is the 
requirement of a much longer 
and more formal notice period 
for meetings of the Association. 

The meetings affected by the 
change include meetings of the 
Board of Directors and SVCA’s 
committees, as well as the An-
nual General Meeting (AGM) of 
the membership.

You may have seen that a 
meeting schedule is now includ-
ed in every monthly issue of the 
Views. 

This is because the Views is 
mailed to every member of the 
Association, satisfying the legal 
requirement for formal notice. 

This process works well for 
regularly scheduled meetings, 
but sometimes additional meet-
ings are needed, and that is when 
things get a little challenging.

The new law says that simply 
posting notices to the website 
or physically around the Asso-
ciation is not adequate to provide 
notice to members. 

So, either the meeting must 
wait until the following month, or 
a letter must be mailed to each of 
the Association’s 3,118 members.

Compliance with the new no-
tice requirement is significantly 
increasing administrative costs 

for every HOA in Washington 
State. 

To help offset these costs, 
however, the law also defines a 
process by which members can 
give permission to the Associa-
tion to send notices to them via 

email.
As we manage our day-to-day 

business with members, we’ve 
found that email is often more 
convenient for them and that no-
tices sent through the post office 
are frequently overlooked since 

many people don’t check their 
mail every day.

For these reasons, I strongly 
encourage all SVCA members 
to sign up for paperless commu-
nications. If enough members 
choose to go paperless, sending 
notices to members will become 
affordable, giving the Association 
more flexibility and helping to 
keep costs down.

A note about online voting
During last year’s AGM, about 

300 members gave consent to re-
ceive notice via email and/or text 
message (SMS) so that they could 
vote online. In 2026, members 
will again be offered the option to 
vote online.

While SVCA plans to mail ev-
ery member a paper ballot and 
election booklet, voting online 
ensures that your ballot is re-
ceived on time and eliminates 
the need for a special trip to the 
ballot box or post office. 

For members of the Associa-
tion that live in Canada or other 
countries outside of the US, on-
line voting is the best option, 
since international postal service 
generally does not guarantee a 
delivery date.

 To ensure that you have the 
option of voting online, I encour-
age you to sign up for paperless 
communications on the SVCA 
website under the Stay Connect-
ed tab.

Help Sudden Valley move to paperless communications

Submitting letters 
to the editor

The Sudden Valley Views encourages letters to the editor. 
However, submissions must refrain from attacking individuals without providing 

supporting documentation or a rational and legally defensible justification.
Letters should be emailed to bill@lyndentribune.com and should not exceed 550 

words.
Your letter must include your full name, complete address and telephone number. 
Your address and telephone number will not be printed in the newspaper, but will 

be used for verification by newspaper staff.
Neither unsigned letters nor letters containing personal attacks of a libelous nature 

will be published.
The Sudden Valley Views reserves the right to edit or refuse any letter. 
All columns and letters on the opinion page are the views of the authors and do not 

necessarily reflect the views of the Sudden Valley Views newspaper.

Submitting articles 
of interest to the editor

SVCA members are encouraged to submit articles of interest for 
inclusion in the Views. Member submitted articles should focus on 
areas of interest to the Sudden Valley community.

Opinions, complaints, and politicking belong in the Letters to the 
Editor, and will not run as a member feature article. 

Articles promoting a vendor’s services, or advertisements dis-
guised as articles, will not be accepted.

The Views has a separate mechanism for advertising a business, 
and that is where such information should be kept. 

However, to provide fair and equal access, consecutive submis-
sions by a member will not be permitted.

In other words, members who have already had an article pub-
lished may not submit an article for the following issue.
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Copyright©2024 Fairway Independent Mortgage Corporation (“Fairway”) NMLS#2289. 4750 S. 
Biltmore Lane, Madison, WI 53718,  1-866-912-
with any government agencies. These materials are not from HUD or FHA and were not approved by 
HUD or a government agency. Reverse mortgage borrowers are required to attend counseling 
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Monthly reverse mortgage advances may affect eligibility for some other programs. This is not an 
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subject to change without notice. All products are subject to credit and property approval. Other 
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• No mandatory monthly payments 
to age 150* 

• Supplement cash flow  
• Refinance your debt 
• Pay for in-home health care  
• Home renovations/improvements 
• Preserve retirement assets ** 
• Increase available cash reserves  
• Preserve equity and retain title  
• Purchase a more appropriate home  

Thinking About a Reverse Mortgage Loan? 

 

Mike Mitchell  
CMPS, CRMP 
 

 

 

 

 

*Borrower must live in the home, maintain it, and pay property-
related charges, like taxes and insurance (and HOA fees, if 
applicable). 

Please 
situation
 

NMLS 1179477 

 Call Now 
360-685-6850 
 

Or scan 

 

5100 Pacific Highway Ferndale, WA

360-676-1131
Licensed, Bonded & Insured

CLEANING WITH CARE BY MICHELE
Residential, Commercial, Apartments

Michele Hurley
360-306-7078 • Cleaningwithcarebymichele@gmail.com

By Allen Helvajian
SVCA Compliance Manager

Well, neighbors, the school 
bells have stopped ringing and the 
sunshine is stretching our days out 
long and golden. 

While we all love the feeling of 
summer in the Valley, the change 
in season brings a new set of re-
sponsibilities to our winding roads.

With schools on vacation, our 
streets and parks are buzzing with 
the sound of laughter. It is more 

important than ever to keep our 
foot off the gas and our eyes on 
the road.

Sharing the Asphalt 
The summer months mean our 

roads are busier than a beehive 
in a clover patch. We are seeing 
a healthy parade of trucks towing 
boats on trailers, headed for the 
water to catch some sun.

Additionally, many of our 
neighbors are opting for the open-
air charm of golf carts to run er-
rands or visit friends. 

Whether you are hauling a hull 
or cruising on a cart, remember 
that Sudden Valley’s roads were 
designed for scenery, not speed.

Please keep your vehicle at or 
under the posted speed limit at all 
times. Those numbers are there for 
a reason and they keep us all out 
of harm’s way.  

Vigilance is Our Best Gear 
With the longer daylight hours, 

our children are out later, riding 
bikes, chasing balls and turn-
ing our neighborhood into their 
playground. 

Please stay extra vigilant for toys 
or stray balls that might roll into the 

street without warning.
It isn’t just our human neigh-

bors we need to watch for, either. 

Summer is the season when this 
year’s fawns are just arriving on 
the scene, finding their footing in 

the tall grass. These little ones are 
often curious and don’t quite un-
derstand the rules of the road yet.

A slow-moving car gives you — 
and the wildlife — the best chance 
to avoid a close call.  

We’re a small community, and 
we thrive on being good neighbors. 
That means keeping our speed in 
check, sharing the road with our 
smallest residents, and making 
sure everyone makes it home safely 
for dinner.

Let’s keep Sudden Valley the 
kind of place where the only thing 
racing through our minds this 
summer is what to put on the grill.

Keeping the valley scenic and safe for all neighbors

COMPLIANCE CORNER

Rentals and
Repair Services
also available.

Totally Redesigned 
2026 Icon X's
and Icon Epics

are Here!
 All Models

are In-Stock!

YOUR ONE STOP
SHOP FOR ALL
OF YOUR GOLF
CART NEEDS!
 WE DELIVER! 
 WE TAKE 
TRADE-INS! 

 WE PAY CASH
FOR CARTS!

To request a quote, view used inventory and to check out 
our line-up of new Epic and Icon EVs, please visit: 
www.chuckanutgolfcarts.com or call (360) 510-4447
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Trivia
 in the Barn

Join Us For Join Us For

D  a  n  c  e      B  a  r  n  D a n c e   B a r n 

Friday, July 17thFriday, July 17th
7 PM7 PM

Family-Friendly EventFamily-Friendly Event

Prizes for Top TeamsPrizes for Top Teams

S U D D E N  V A L L E YS U D D E N  V A L L E Y

UPCOMING BUDGET
MEETINGS

UPCOMING BUDGET
MEETINGS

August 5, 2026 | Joint meeting of the Finance Committee
and Board of Directors
Presentation of the Proposed 2027 Operational Budget 
7:00PM | Multi-Purpose Room A | Meeting ID: 86704997445

August 6, 2026 | Joint meeting of the Finance Committee
and Board of Directors
Presentation of the Proposed 2027 Capital Budget
7:00PM | Multi-Purpose Room A | Meeting ID: 86704997445

August 15, 2026 | Town Hall Meeting
Presentation of the Proposed 2027 Budget
1:00PM | Dance Barn, Zoom & YouTube | Meeting ID: 86704997445

September 3, 2026 | Special Meeting of the Board of
Directors
Voting to adopt the 2027 budget
7:00PM | Multi-Purpose Room A | 86704997445

Times, dates, and locations may change. 
Please check the website for current
schedules.
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SIMPLE 1 SOLUTIONS LLC
CALL / TEXT US TODAY FOR FREE ESTIMATES:

(360) 261-4409

-LANDSCAPING              -YARD CLEANUPS
-WINDOW CLEANING                -GUTTERS
-PRESSURE WASHING           -JUNK HAULS

YEAR-ROUND SERVICES             Simple1now.com

MJD CONSTRUCTION
RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL

LIC #MJOCOCL807BP

SANTIAGO CORREA

360-770-8117
MJDCONSTRUCTION1@HOTMAIL.COM

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING
LANDSCAPING | STONE

TILE INSTALLATION
DRYWALL/TAPING

SIDING | FENCE | ROOFING

Sudden Valley Local!

projects. 
• Replace handicap parking 

sign at Dance Barn.
• Gravel restoration of parking 

areas and keyways.
• Temporary boundary line at 

Marina dog park. 
• Continue Rec Center gazebo 

refurbishment. 
• Continue roadside mowing in 

Gate 2.
• Repair outdoor shower at 

Adult Center.  

Golf 
Activity Summary 

• Prepared all promotional ma-
terials for the Men’s Invitational.

• Completed a new outside 
event- Snip Snip Hooray with 76 
players.

• Completed the Triple 6 
event and several smaller outside 
events.

• Summer Social event series 

are underway.
• Created several new flyers for 

upcoming events and scheduled 
email marketing campaigns. 

• Worked on 10-year capital 
plan.

• Final preparation for the Ju-
nior Camp June 29-July 2.

• Completed the Men’s 18 
Stroke Play and Jean Georg Cup. 

• Hosted the PGA Junior 
League Event.

• Completed the Veteran’s Golf 
Association Event.

• Father’s Day weekend was ex-
tremely busy.

Successes 
• May revenue was a record 

revenue month – 22% over previ-
ous best May.

• June revenue is tracking on 
par to 2025 and budget.

Planned Work 
• Meet with two of our big-

gest outside events – BIAWC and 
Aslan.

• Prepare for several club and 
outside events.

• Run a successful Junior Camp.
• Welcome and train new 1st 

assistant. 

Turfcare 
Activity Summary 

• Line trimming throughout 
the course.

• Clubhouse gardens clean up 
and re-mulch.

• Sod repairs to 17 green un-
derway.

• New forward tee boxes will be 
opened for play Monday June 15.

• Work at Welcome Center 
Demonstration Garden; clean up 
complete.

• Replaced rear main seal on 
John Deere Pro-gator.

• Repairs to Verti-cutting reels 
underway.

• Hired one seasonal and one 
full time employee. 

• Continue working on 10-year 
capital plan.

• Worked on annual inventory.
• General golf course condi-

tioning carries on.

Successes 
• Course conditioning contin-

ues at a scheduled pace.
• Fairway fertilizer application 

complete.
• Year to date expenses are 

within budget.

Planned Work 
• Continue course condition-

ing.
• Tree care.
• Continue course condition-

ing.
• Light sand topdressing when 

weather cools.
• Fertilize grass patch at rec 

area and begin scheduled water-
ing.

Recreation
Activity Summary

• Lifeguard In-Service Training 
on 6/10/2026.

• Party at a Park on June 3rd.
• Demo Garden Event on June 

4th.
• SVCA Views contributions.
• Continued Valley Fair plan-

ning.
• Created & posted Pool Clo-

sure Guidelines on the SVCA web-
site.

• Filled last remaining open 
kayak rack spots.

• Created trivia set for 6/26 triv-
ia night.

• Worked with new security 
company to update Community 
Center building safety procedures.

Successes
• New Fitness Machines Ap-

proved! Set to arrive in August.
• Staff team working well to-

gether.

Planned Work
• Valley Fair.
• June 26 Trivia Night.

Around the Valley: Sudden Valley enjoys sunshine, warmth in June
Continued from 2
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360-527-2334  •  cmillerkw@gmail.com  •  www.hicllc.net

Are you without insurance?
Call to see if you qualify for a special enrollment.

At Sudden Valley’s Firewise 
Information Night, from 6:30-8 
p.m. Tuesday, July 21 in the Dance 
Barn, learn from local experts 
about steps each resident can take 
to reduce risk from wildfires or 
other emergencies. 

Maybe you’re worried about 
the impacts of a predicted hotter, 
drier and longer summer? 

Maybe you’re wondering how 
you’d be notified of an emergency 
or options for evacuating? Or may-
be you’re concerned about Home-
owner’s Insurance Policies being 
cancelled due to fire risk?

Robert Walter of the Whatcom 
Conservation District Wildfire Re-
silience Program will show a short 
film, “Your Home CAN Survive 
a Wildfire” and then discuss fire 
behavior, our susceptibility, pre-
paredness, and resilience. 

South Whatcom Fire Author-
ity’s Chief Mitch Nolze will update 
us on the reopening the South 
Whatcom County Fire Station and 

suggest ways we can protect our 
homes from wildfires, emergency 
notification, evacuation plans, and 
more.

A Puget Sound Electric repre-
sentative will introduce their new 
Wildfire Program.

SVCA Architectural Control 
Committee Chairperson Daniel 
Rodriquez will participate in the Q 
& A session.

This free session will be a great 
opportunity to gain insights and 
tips from local experts volunteer-
ing to help Sudden Valley resi-
dents be more prepared for emer-
gencies. Bring your neighbors.

This Firewise Information 
Night is sponsored by the SVCA 
Safety Group. 

We meet the third Tuesday of 
each month from 10 a.m. until 
noon, in the Adult Center Confer-
ence Room. 

All community members are 
welcome to attend. Help us raise 
and address safety concerns. 

Sudden Valley Firewise 
Information Night

Two new security vehicles at SVCA
SVCA's two new Security vehicles are parked next to Lake Louise, at the Welcome Cen-
ter. On May 28, SVCA's Board of Directors approved funding for the replacement of two 
older vehicles that were no longer reliable. The new vehicles will ensure that Security 
can safely navigate SVCA roads, even in bad weather. (SVCA Photo)

WE CAN HELP! 360-389-1056
House 

too
HOT?!

House 
too

HOT?!

House 
too

HOT?!

WE CAN HELP!
360-676-1774

Need a Plumber?Need a Plumber?

MENTION THIS 
AD FOR: 

$50 OFF 
Any Plumbing 

Service!
Offer valid through 12.31.26. 

Please mention coupon at time of 
service. Not valid with any other offer. 

One coupon per household. 
Cannot be used toward call out fee.

We install 
Ductless 

Heat 
Pumps 

& can upgrade 
your home’s 

Insulation 

We install 
Ductless 

Heat 
Pumps 

& can upgrade 
your home’s 

Insulation 

Receive 

Utility Rebates 

on Qualifying 

 Equipment & 
Homes!

SAVE on
Energy Bills!

Improve
Comfort!

WE CAN HELP! 360-389-1056

Construction • Plumbing • Electrical • Heat Pumps • Insulation • & More!
All Under One Roof!
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www.DiscoverSuddenValley.com  
360-739-7354

GREG PAUL
• The Top Producer in Unit Sales in Sudden Valley
• Experienced Negotiation Skills
• Strong Online Presence
• Knowledgeable in the

Amenities, Services,
Regulations & Structure
of Sudden Valley

43 North Point Dr. - Amazing Neighborhood With Lake View

GregPaul@Remax.net
(360) 223-9297
John.Maurer@movement.com

John Maurer, NMLS 487494 
• Down payment grant up to 3% program 
• USDA zero-down mortgages 
• Renovation loans • New construction
• Sudden Valley resident
• 30+ years lending experience

- Primary Bedroom On Main Level
- Open Kitchen with Granite
- 210 sq ft. Shop Area
- Electric Car Charging
- Rock Garden with Water Feature

formed on SVCA roadways, how-
ever. While large-scale requests 
and ones that need specialized 
equipment are sourced to an out-
side contractor, many requests 
are handled by SVCA’s Mainte-
nance team.

Filling potholes, replacing or 
repairing directional signs, clear-
ing blocked culverts and per-
forming shoulder restoration are 
all examples of the work Mainte-

nance performs throughout the 
year to keep SVCA roads safe.

If you are aware of a problem 
on Association roads, please let 
us know! Maintenance requests 
are best handled through the 
Welcome Center, as staff creates a 
record of the request and ensures 
it goes to the correct team. From 
there, requests are prioritized by 
the department manager.

“For example, if a stop sign 
is missing or is damaged, it is 
considered high priority and is 
responded to as quickly as pos-
sible,” Maintenance & Facilities 
Manager Mike Brock said.

In addition to making repairs, 
SVCA conducts regular preven-
tative maintenance including 
but not limited to annual sign 
cleaning, vegetation clearing for 
visibility, cleaning debris from 
ditches and repainting stop bars. 

“The roads are one of SVCA’s 
major assets, and proper main-
tenance of them extends their 
useful life while also reducing ex-
penses,” Andrews said.

Traffic flow and public safety 
are the first priority for SVCA’s 
contractors as they complete the 
2026 Road Repair Project and 
other work. Road closure infor-
mation can be found at sudden-
valley.com.

Asphalt: SVCA completes 
first phase of repairs
Continued from 1

Artists find inspiration in Sudden Valley

New exhibit on 
display July 11 
through Sept. 12
in the Barn 
By Lee Langdon 
Member Submission

SUDDEN VALLEY — Art in the 
Barn, a Sudden Valley club, exhib-
its the work of member artists. 

Members bring art to share and 
to display in the barn and in the li-
brary. 

A new exhibit is posted every 
other month. The new show be-
gins on July 11 and lasts until Sept. 
12.

In addition, two members have 

dedicated space the Community 
Center/Barn wall and at the en-
trance to the El Agave restaurant. 
They are called Featured Artists. 

This story spotlights the two 
upcoming featured artists, Ra-
chael Raymond and Lee Langdon.

Rachael Raymond’s art will ex-
hibit in the Barn, also known as 
the Community Center. She dis-
plays her nature-celebrating oils. 

Originally from West Virginia, 
Rachael is a prolific artist who now 
lives in Sudden  Valley. Painting 
with acrylics and oils, she loved 
art while meeting a college pre-
requisite. 

Practicality raised its head, 
though, leading her to study phys-
ical therapy, in the blue-collar 
hills of Appalachia.

Healing arts in movement and 
medicine helped her understand 
physical health. But it was nature 
that always seemed to recharge 
her, spiritually and mentally. 

Her move to the Pacific North-
west, with husband and young 
son, enhanced that inspiration: 
the evergreens, Salish sea, shim-
mering lakes and sun bursting 

See Barn on 9
"Light in the Forest," above, by Rachael Raymond. Below, "Forest Renewed," by Lee 
Langdon.

WE NEED YOU!
JOIN THE FRIENDS BOARD

The Friends of the South Whatcom Library supports 
our local library through fundraising, advocacy, 
and volunteer service. We help ensure the Library 
can provide the programs, resources, and services 
our community values.

We serve the South Whatcom branch, including 
Sudden Valley, Glenhaven, and Geneva, in one 
of the fastest-growing branches in the Whatcom
County Library System.

This year, we have five vacancies on the board,
including positions on the Executive Board and 
on committees that match a variety of interests 
and skills. The Board meets monthly, with committee
meetings scheduled as needed.

Not ready to join the Board? No problem! Guests are
always welcome at our monthly meetings! We have
many volunteer opportunities at library events and
activities.

Please contact us to learn more or to join!
www.swlfriends.org @swlfriends @swlfriends

Support Our Library. 
Strengthen Our Community.

hello@swlfriends.org

Working in support of libraries and literacy
is deeply rewarding and we’d love

to have you join us!
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WEBSITE: www.laikaconstruction.com
Contractor #LAIKACL797JF

EMAIL: sales@laika.construction
PHONE: 360-223-7573

At Laika Construction, we build by focusing on quality, trust,
and lasting relationships that create real value for our clients and community!

Valid on projects over $5,000 

10% OFF
(up to $500)

Laika Construction is currently working on 4 projects 
consisting of remodeling, siding, painting and roofing 

right here in Sudden Valley — and we’d love 
to add your house to the mix!

Dental
Care
for the

Whole
Family

Members of 
the Whatcom 
County Public 
Works team 
pose in front of 
their educational 
booth, far left, 
during the June 4 
Community Gar-
den Open House. 
Neighbors and 
community 
members came 
together for 
the open house, 
which was  host-
ed by the Sudden 
Valley Commu-
nity Association 
and Whatcom 
County Public 
Works. (Nakell 

Jones/SVCA photo)

Sudden Valley celebrates garden with June 4 open house

"Sunset on the Water," by Rachael Raymond

Barn: Artists find inspiration in Sudden Valley
Continued from 8

through the trees have wowed her. 
Nature became her connec-

tion to a force greater than her-
self: she began trying to capture 
this awestruck feeling on canvas. 
Walk through the Barn to see her 
render the awe we all might rec-
ognize.

Lee Langdon’s art will ex-
hibit at the entrance to El Agave. 
A long-time club member and 
growing artist, Lee creates col-
lages that use art that appeared in 
annual calendars of the Sudden 
Valley Arts Group. 

The exhibit is called: “Differ-
ent, Not Better” to indicate that 
others’ art was re-purposed to 

see it from different angles and 
perspectives. Lee honors her col-
leagues, knowing she could never 
improve on their creations. 

She has included fabric, se-
quins, new and found papers and 
ephemera. 

The theme of recycling re-
mains; each frame has been re-
used, some with fabric, others 

with paint, all with her husband’s 
eye. You have two invitations: 
Come join us at 10 a.m. July 11 in 
the Barn and enjoy the all-mem-
ber exhibits and the Featured Art-
ists’ displays as well. 

The Art in the Barn Club is open 
to any Sudden Valley resident. 

Text Lee Langdon at 360-661-
2965 if you have questions.
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GET ON THE WATER
THIS SUMMER!

Find the application forms on our website: 
www.suddenvalley.com/commonly-requested-forms/

 Questions? Call 360-734-6430 or email recfrontdesk@suddenvalley.com.

Dry slips are available for rent.

CRRF Projects Approved Budget Status

Facilities:

Austin Creek Bank Repair $34,585 In Progress

Turfcare Building Remodel $125,446 Complete

Clubhouse HVAC $214,114 Complete

Golf Bridge Repair - #1 & #4 $59,056 Complete

Marina Tennis Court Refurbishment $385,460 In Progress

Marina Security Update $19,318 Complete

Marina Signage (from 2025 $15,000 In Progress

Directional Signage (from 2025) $20,000 In Progress

Off-Leash Dog Park Fence $70,067 In Progress

Marina Playground Design & Permitting $24,376 In Progress

Barn 6 Design & Permitting $253,924 In Progress

Equipment:

Turfcare Tractor Replacement $48,048 Complete

Turfcare Equipment Replacement $232,506 In Progress

Driving Range Equipment Replacement $22,378 In Progress

Fitness Center Equiptment Replacement $125,000 In Progress

Security Vehicles Replacement $60,000 Complete

Total Budgeted $1,732,975

Roads Projects Approved Budget Status

Design/Permits for 2026 Projects $41,888 In Progress

Area Z Access Bridge/Culvert #4 Replacement $1,219,468 In Progress

On Call Engineering $44,995 In Progress

Fast Response - Roads & Drainage $95,613 In Progress

Ditches, Culverts, & Swales (CVC) $135,546 In Progress

Potholes & Minor Road Repairs $39,370 In Progress

Bridge Inspections $6,976 Complete

2026 Road Repairs $428,714 In Progress

Culverts 22 & 24 Design & Permitting $167,497 In Progress

Total Budgeted $2,180,067

Capital Projects Updates FINANCIALS
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To place a classified ad, please email 
mitze@lyndentribune.com or call (360) 354-4444.

Deadline: 20th of each month
Monthly Rates: $15 per column inch

GOOD NEIGHBOR 
GARDENING

July = Summer! Plant, Plant, Plant!
I Do- Planting; Pruning; Design/Redesign; 
Clean-Ups; Curb Appeal and Maintenance 

For Your Home, Second Home, Rental
Contact Terry 360-671-7369

PRESSURE WASHING & 
DUMP RUNS

 

  
360-312-8409

Pressure Washing of Decks, Rock Work, Driveways, 
Roofs, Gutters, Sidewalks, Houses

Dump Runs/Haul Away of Household & Yard Debris
Call now to set up an appointment!

VACANT LOTS WANTED!
I continually have buyers looking for quality vacant lots
in Sudden Valley. Contact me for a market evaluation.

Greg Paul
360-739-7354
GregPaul@Remax.net

Landscape Clean Ups • Mowing • Pruning • Excavator Work
Weeding • Landscape Installation • Tree Work • Mulch
Gravel • Dirt • Dump Runs • Pressure Washing • More! 

ELITE LANDSCAPE 
& MINI-EXCAVATION LLC

 

 *ELITELM817BB 360-296-4824
www.EliteLandscapeExcavation.com

LAWN MOWING & 
LANDSCAPING

 

  
CALL or TEXT 360-318-5426

Lawn Mowing, Hedge Trimming, 
Tree Trimming, Tree Removal/Limbing, Yard 
Cleanups, Hardscape Work, Excavation Work. 

Year-Round Maintenance Work!

Viewing Meetings
There are four ways to view meetings:

Join in person (not available for all meetings)
Participate via Zoom (see instructions below)
Listen via Telephone (call 360-209-5623 and enter the Zoom
meeting ID)
View on the Sudden Valley YouTube channel (BOD meetings
are streamed live on YouTube. All other meetings are posted
the following day)

Instructions to Join Zoom Meetings
Click the BOD/Committee Meeting Link posted on the
individual BOD/committee webpages on SuddenValley.com

      OR
Go to Zoom.com
Click on “Meet” on the top menu bar and select “Join a
meeting”
Enter the meeting ID in the dialogue box and click “Join”

Scan the QR code to view the Sudden Valley 
Board of Directors & Committee Overview page 
for more information.

Meeting Access Information
Meetings Overview
Sudden Valley has a Board of Directors and five committees that
meet on a regular basis. The Appeals Committee meets on an as-
needed basis. 

Each meeting has a 15-minute public comment period; Association
members must be attending in-person or via Zoom to participate.

UPCOMING
MEETINGSS U D D E N  V A L L E YS U D D E N  V A L L E Y

UPC O MI NG  ME E T I NG SUPC O MI NG  ME E T I NG S
July 2, 2026 | Architectural Control Committee
9:00AM | Zoom | Meeting ID: 83287084478

July 2, 2026 | Long-Range Planning Committee
6:30PM | Multi-Purpose Room A | Meeting ID: 89486224133

July 9, 2026 | Board of Directors
7:00PM | Multi-Purpose Room A | Meeting ID: 86704997445

July 13, 2026 | Nominations & Elections Committee
6:30PM | Zoom | Meeting ID: 84647671152

July 15, 2026 | Document Review Committee
4:00PM | Zoom | Meeting ID: 82522627180

July 15, 2026 | Finance Committee
6:30PM | Zoom | Meeting ID: 83670070736

July 16, 2026 | Architectural Control Committee
5:00PM | Multi-Purpose Room A | Meeting ID: 83287084478

July 23, 2026 | Board of Directors Meeting
7:00PM | Multi-Purpose Room A | Meeting ID: 86704997445

July 27, 2026 | Nominations & Elections Committee
6:30PM | Zoom | Meeting ID: 84647671152

August 6, 2026 | Architectural Control Committee
9:00AM | Zoom | Meeting ID: 83287084478

August 6, 2026 | Long-Range Planning Committee
6:30PM | Multi-Purpose Room A | Meeting ID: 89486224133

Times, dates, and locations may change. 
Please check the website for current schedules.

BOD/Committee
Usual Meeting

Day During
Month

Time Location
Zoom

Meeting ID

Board of Directors 2  & 4  Thund th 7:00 PM
Multi-Purpose

Room A
86704997445

Architectural Control
Committee

1  Thust 9:00 AM Zoom 83287084478

Architectural Control
Committee

3  Thurd 5:00 PM
Multi-Purpose

Room A
83287084478

Document Review
Committee

3  Wedrd 3:00 PM Zoom 82522627180

Finance Committee 3  Wedrd 6:30 PM Zoom 83670070736

Long-Range Planning
Committee

1  Thust 6:30 PM
Multi-Purpose

Room A
89486224133

Nominations & Elections
Committee

Last Mon 6:30 PM Zoom 84647671152

Appeals Committee Meets As Needed

Safety Committee 3  Thurd 2:00 PM
Multi-Purpose

Room A
82499784476
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THE SUDDEN VALLEY IS SPONSORED BY:

10% OFF
Entire Purchase

With Coupon
One coupon per customer. 

Coupon cannot be combined with any
 other discounts. Expires 12/31/26.

Free local delivery with orders of $15+! 

(360) 738-3663
www.petstopinfo.net

Mon.-Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 9am-6pm

326 36th St, Sehome Village, Bellingham

Locally Owned Since 1993

3671 Harnden Dr., Bellingham Oceanfront 
2-story home set on low-bank lot w/129 ft. of private 
frontage. Unobstructed views of nearby islands 
and even distant Vancouver—paired w/spectacular 
sunsets thanks to home’s southwestern exposure. 
Main living area feat. vaulted ceilings and polished 
slate flooring. Recent updates incl. fresh interior paint 
and new carpet throughout. 3 bdrms, 3 bas, and 
4th bdrm/bonus rm, the layout provides flexibility 
for your lifestyle. Generous storage, attached 2-car 
garage + circular driveway w/ample parking. Step 
outside to private stairs leading directly to beach. 
Tucked away on quiet dead-end road. $889,000

5 Valley Crest Way Tri-level home near Gate 
3 on quiet non-through street, backing to private 
greenbelt. Cedar siding w/natural stain, open floor 
plan, and vaulted ceilings w/skylights. 3 bdrms, 2 
ba, and huge family rm. Updated kitchen incl. quartz 
countertops, new hardwood flooring throughout + 
slate flooring in select areas. Recent upgrades incl. 
2-year-old roof, modern updates throughout, and 
completed energy assessment w/sealing improvements 
for added efficiency. Over 637 sq ft of deck space. 
Living rm feat. gas fireplace, and home includes 
on-demand water heater. All appliances stay, making 
this home move-in ready. $585,000

3042 Northshore Rd., Bellingham 
Owner Financing Available. Waterfront w/lake 
views in contemporary residence. Private 0.56-acre 
lot w/80 ft. of shoreline, expansive parking and 
potential for expansion. Main floor feat. open layout 
w/floor-to-ceiling windows, living rm, primary suite, 
dining rm and chef's kitchen w/lg island, custom 
cabinetry and butler's pantry. Large covered outdoor 
area w/fireplace and hot tub deck overlooking the 
water. Lower level offers 2 bdrms, full bath, flex room, 
2nd kitchen and laundry rm. Waterfront is equipped 
with two docks, propane, power, hot and cold water, 
irrigation and beach storage. $2,200,000

Azam Nader
Broker

FEATURED LOTS 

No smoking of any kind, no drugs. Applicants must have good credit. Call for application. 
Application fee - $35 single, $45 married.

SUDDEN VALLEY RENTAL LISTINGS

Loft condo on SV Golf Course. Includes water, sewer and garbage. Rent $1800

Studio condo on SV Golf Course. Includes water, sewer and garbage. Rent $1600

360-733-3700

1200 Lakeway Drive, Unit #2 
Bellingham, WA 98229

www.sunmarkproperties.com
email: sunmarkproperties@msn.com 

Water View 5487 Wood Duck Lp, Blaine $359,900
Gate 2 20 Sparrow Ct, Bellingham $79,000

NEW LIS
TING

SOLD

LAKE W
HATCOM

WATERFRONT

1 Lake Louise Dr #42, Lakeridge 
Condominium Current Best Buy! Spacious 
single-level condominium feat. attached single-car 
garage converted into an office. Open floor plan 
w/vaulted ceilings, high windows, and stainless-steel 
appliances. Newer gas furnace and lg primary 
bedroom w/ensuite bathroom. All appliances are 
included! The Lakeridge complex offers private 
amenities including a swimming pool and tennis 
court. $137,000 Special Assessment for complete 
exterior renovations, incl. new windows, decks, roof, 
siding, paint. Assessment may be paid in full at 
closing or financed at $1,100/month at 7% interest. 
$259,000

Whether you’re buying, selling, leasing, or managing, I’m committed to
protecting your investment and helping you achieve the best possible results.

I specialize in property management and real estate sales,
providing personalized, hands-on service for:

- Residential Properties
- Vacant Land  -  Commercial Properties
- Business Sales  -  Commercial Leasing

Lifeguards, above, practicing deep end front facing res-
cues. Lifeguard Cody, below, practicing his stride jumps 
into the deep end of the pool. (Kyle Kaltenfeldt/SVCA Photo)

Taking a summer dip in Sudden Valley’s pools
Lead 
Life-

guards 
Gabi 
and 
Ella 

enjoy-
ing the 
month-
ly life-
guard 

in-ser-
vice 

train-
ings. 

(Kyle 
Kalten-

feldt/
SVCA 

Photo)


