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Ofl-site
mitigation
area lot
approved
by SVCA
Board

Directors also approve
policy for free
community events

By Bill Helm
Editor

SUDDEN VALLEY — The Sudden Val-
ley Board of Directors, on Feb. 13, ap-
proved General Manager Michael Bennett
to accept Lot 61, division 16 (at 25 Sudden
Valley Drive) as an off-site mitigation area
lot.

This approval will follow the execution
of a real property transfer agreement.

The agreement is included in the SVCA
board’s Feb. 13 agenda packet.

Bennett, in a Feb. 13 memo to the
board, wrote that the property owner,
Adam Fulton, purchased Lot 201 Division
10 to build a single-family residence.

However, the lot is next to a drainage
ditch/wetland within the wetland buffer.

Bennett explained that to mitigate im-
pacts to the buffer, Fulton installed wet-
land enhancements on the lot and pur-
chased Lot 61, Division 16 to be dedicated
as SVCA green space.

According to Bennett’s memo, Fulton
placed the lot in a Conservation Easement
with Whatcom County and has worked
with SVCA since 2021 “to finalize this re-
quest for SVCA to accept title to the lot as
a Compensatory Mitigation Area.”

Fulton agrees to pay all back assess-
ments on the mitigation lot, plus an ad-
ditional 24 months of assessment, and to
bear all costs to execute this agreement,
the memo states.

SVCA would then own and maintain
the lot and would no longer collect assess-
ments on the lot.

SVCA management and maintenance
have had an arborist inspect the lot for
hazardous trees or other land-related is-
sues that might encumber SVCA with high
costs in the future.

SVCA Board approves capital spending

By Bill Helm
Editor

SUDDEN VALLEY
— The Sudden Valley
Board of Directors ap-
proved several consent
agenda items in their
Feb. 27 meeting.

Those items at full
cost would expense out
at $480,644.

The greatest ex-
pense, $167,333, was
an annual funding ap-
proval for maintenance
of ditches, culverts, and
swales according to the
2016 Special General

Meeting (SGM) Man-
date for 2025.

Sudden Valley
General Manager Mi-
chael Bennett’s Feb.
27 memo to the board
includes an analysis of
the project and states
that in 2023, Impact
Design created a new
10-Year Capital Roads
and Drainage Program
that SVCA is following.

The plan “identi-
fied many culverts that
need replacement and
provides a schedule for
completing the work,”
the memo states.

“The plan also iden-
tifies the importance
and need to continue
maintaining and im-
proving ditches and
culverts,” Bennett
wrote in his memo.
“The plan specifically
calls out using CVC
funds identified each
year to complete ditch-
ing, and keeping cul-
verts cleared. In addi-
tion, it stated that any
unused Fast Response
funds from prior years
should be allocated
to the following year’s
CVC allowance. For

example, any 2024 Fast
Response funds not
used should be added
to the 2025 CVC bud-
get”

The memo’s finan-
cial breakdown shows
$67,774 toward SVCA’s
maintenance depart-
ment and $99,559 for
outside contractors uti-
lizing the 2025 On-Call
Contractor list.

To pay for the proj-
ect, the board approve
$130,333.00 from
Roads with the bal-
ance of funds in Capital
Code 9924.1 (approxi-

mately $37,000).

Another one of the
board’s capital requests
approved via consent
agenda is funding for
the 2025 Fast Response
for Unforeseen Drain-
age Issues project, at
a cost of $91,936 from
roads.

In a Feb. 27 memo to
the board, Bennett ex-
plained that SVCA has
approximately 36 miles
of roads “with ditches
generally on both sides
and over 350 identi-

See Capital on 4

Snow creates opportunities for photographs

Sudden Valley’s February snowfall created an opportunity for Paul Brennan to take his camera out to pho-

See SVCA Board on 8 tograph birds. (Photo courtesy Paul Brennan)
PRST STD
US Postage Paid
Lynden, WA
Permit #20
********ECRWSS**

RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMER

NOTICE

The dues collection box at the former
administration office across from EI Agave
will be closed after Monday, March 31.

Please make payments at the

Welcome Center drop box.
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COMPLIANCE CORNER

Sudden Valley parking: Rules & Regulations

By Allen Helvajian
Compliance Manager

In this second edition of Com-
pliance Corner, we will exam-
ine the topic of parking your car.
Parking your boat, trailer, and
other recreational or pleasure
craft, etc. will be discussed in next
month’s edition of Valley Views.

Where one may park their car
and for how long is widely dis-
cussed and sometimes misun-
derstood.

In the shortest and simplest
terms, parking your car is only
permitted in designated parking
areas. Examples of designated
areas include garages, car ports,
driveways and parking lots.

Though some areas may be
paved, unattended parking in
various areas, including mail-
box cluster parking lots is not al-
lowed.

Parking is also not allowed on
grassy knolls under tree limbs,

unpaved areas under open sky, or
by the side of the road. Parking in
your front yard on the lawn is not
permitted. Parking in Handicap
parking spots without the appro-
priate placard or sticker is also
not permitted.

Many homeowners consider
it their right to park on the road-
side gravel pads in front of their
homes and claim exclusive own-
ership to the spots.

In actuality most of these
gravel pads are on Sudden Valley
Community Association Right-
of-Way and are not owned by
the homeowner. They are open
to public use. Section 5.1 in the
Rules & Regulations covers this
topic:

e 5.1 Use of SVCA common
property, i.e. parks, greenbelts,
beaches, open spaces, roadways,
and all other property belonging
to SVCA as depicted on plats and
official maps, such use consist-
ing of member constructed path-
ways, fences, bulkheads, parking
areas, or any other private use of
SVCA property made by mem-
bers outside the platted bound-
aries of their lot or parcel, shall be
with SVCA’s consent, but which
consent may be modified or re-
voked at any time.

The Resident Handbook does
a great job providing definition
and giving guidance about park-
ing all types of vehicles.

Resident Handbook:

o Parking: Unattended park-
ing on paved roads or shoulders
where any part of the vehicle
projects into a traffic lane is pro-

hibited. Parking
is allowed only
in designated

areas.
Parking of
boats, trailers

and like equip-
ment is not al-
lowed on the
property unless
they are in an
enclosure  or
screened area.

Residents
can obtain
temporary
parking passes
from Admin-
istration ... for
themselves or
visitors to park
vehicles and
RVs on their
property or in
the lower Golf
Course parking
lot. These pass-
es are valid for
three days, and
each additional
dayis $10.

. Don’t
park or store
vehicles used
for recreation
outside of the

approved ga-
rage or other
screened area longer than 72
hours. A permit is required for all
such parking from the Adminis-
tration office... .

Fog Lines are stripes of paint
along the right edge of the road-
way. It’s easy to tell when you are
illegally parked if any part of your
car extends or is parked over the
Fog Line. For roads without the
Fog Line, the same can be said
about the right edge of the as-
phalt or cement roadway where
the Fog Line would have been
and the gravel or dirt roadside or
gravel pad.

Overflow parking is accom-
modated in the lower golf course
parking lot with a 72-hour park-
ing sticker issued by the Admin-
istration Office in the Welcome
Center.

Rules and Regulations:

e 2.3 Utility or recreational ve-
hicles, boats, any type of utility or
recreational trailer, motor homes
or detached campers, or any

CLEANING WITH CARE BY MICHELE
Residential, Commercial, Apartments
Michele Hurley
360-306-7078 ® Cleaningwithcarebymichele@gmail.com

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

other vehicles used principally
for recreation purposes, shall not
be stored or parked outside of an
approved garage, carport or oth-
er appropriately screened area
on any residential property for
longer than 72 hours, and such
parking is allowed only by permit
issued by SVCA Security or Mem-
ber Services.

e 23.1 In addition to the
above, unlicensed or inoperable
vehicles of any type must be ga-
raged or parked out of view un-
der cover approved by the ACC.
The 72-hour parking permit also
is applicable when, by necessity,
these types of vehicles must be
parked outside of an approved
screened or covered area.

e 3.3 Unattended parking on
paved roads or on shoulders
where any part of the vehicle
projects into a traffic lane is pro-
hibited.

« 3.3.1 Vehicles parked in vio-
lation of the above, or in desig-
nated emergency vehicle lanes or
handicapped access spaces may

o =
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of Sudden Valley
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John Maurer, NmLs 487494

* Down payment grant up to 3% program
* USDA zero-down mortgages

* Renovation loans * New construction

* Sudden Valley resident
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be towed away at the owner’s ex-
pense.

e 3.3.2 Unlicensed or inoper-
able vehicles parked on SVCA
owned property will be towed
away, whereupon the owner shall
be billed for the expense. (See
section 2.3.1)

A word about abandoned or
inoperable vehicles:

e 1.11.1 Purpose -- The pur-
pose of this rule is to protect
the health, safety, welfare, and/
or tranquility of the residents of
Sudden Valley, or any portion
thereof, by requiring:

- (c) The removal of vehicles
that are abandoned, unsightly
and open to public view, in a state
of disrepair, or that are disabled
for an unreasonable period;

e 1.11.2 Correction or Abate-
ment Required - Any property
owner, or other person in control
or possession of a house, struc-
ture, property or vehicle, who:

- (a) maintains, permits, or
suffers property, structures, or
vehicles that are adeemed to be
unsightly, unkempt, cluttered, in
a state of disrepair, or to be a nui-
sance shall correct or abate such
unacceptable condition(s) with-
out unreasonable delay, upon
notification of such violation and
the requirement to abate it, when
given by a representative of Sud-
den Valley Community Associa-
tion.

Such correction or abatement
may include removal, acceptable
storage, renovation, repair, or any
other method of correction or
abatement that is acceptable to
the Sudden Valley Community
Association.

e 1.11.3 Timely Response -
Abatement shall, in all instances,
begin at the earliest possible op-
portunity, but shall be completed
in a timeframe that is acceptable
to the Sudden Valley Community
Association.

- (b) Vehicle-related violations
must be initiated within 48 hours
and be completely abated within
five days of notification.

Consult the Rules and Regula-
tion Documents for more infor-
mation at our website at www.
suddenvalley.com.

Look under the Resident Re-
sources tab under the Board Res-
olutions, Rules, and Regulations.
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SV Views

P.O. Box 153

Lynden, WA 98264

Fax to: (360) 354-4445

Email: bill@lyndentribune.com

POLICY

The Sudden Valley Views welcomes letters to
the editor submitted by members of the As-
sociation. Topical submissions of current news
interest may be accepted up to six times per
calendar year.

Letters of up to 550 words are allowed.

The editor may edit for style and libel.

DEADLINES

The deadline for editorial submissions (including letters
to the editor) for the upcoming issue is the 23rd of each
month.

Editorial items may be submitted to: bill@lyndentribune.
com. For advertising information and deadlines, please
contact Mitze Kester at mitze@lyndentribune.com or call
360.354.4444.

Maintaining SVCA
community amenities

Editor,

I am writing to express my deep frustra-
tion with the Sudden Valley HOA’s chronic
neglect and mismanagement when it
comes to maintaining community ameni-
ties.

Over the years, I've noticed a troubling
trend: when something in our shared
spaces breaks, it is rarely fixed or replaced.
Instead, it is quietly discarded or repur-
posed — an unacceptable practice, espe-
cially given the ever-increasing HOA dues.

One glaring example is the sauna con-
nected to the Library. For months, we were
assured it would be fixed soon.

Instead, it was quietly torn down
and turned into a storage room. When
Iinquired, staff claimed the sauna was
“unfixable.

This is simply not true. If the heater
couldn’t be repaired, why wasn’t it re-
placed?

Saunas are standard amenities in
countless communities, and replacing a
heater is far from an insurmountable task.

Unfortunately, this is not an isolated
incident. The gym is another example of
the HOA's indifference to maintaining
amenities.

A rowing machine sat out of commis-
sion for months before being removed
entirely.

A treadmill has been broken for some
time now, marked with an out-of-order
sign that seems permanent.

The men’s locker room scale disap-
peared months ago, and despite repeated
assurances that it would be replaced any
day now, it remains missing.

The pattern is clear: when equipment
breaks, it is rarely fixed or replaced. In-
stead, it vanishes — another quiet reduc-

tion in the services we pay for.

Meanwhile, the golf course receives
top-tier treatment. When something goes
wrong there, up to millions of dollars are
allocated to ensure it is fixed promptly.

While I understand that the golf course
is a key feature of our community, it should
not come at the expense of other amenities
that serve a broader segment of residents.

This blatant prioritization sends a clear
message: some parts of the community
matter, and others do not.

The HOA's refusal to maintain amenities
is not just frustrating — it’s a slippery slope.

While some residents may not care
about the sauna or gym, this pattern
could extend to any community benefit.
Today it’s the sauna and gym equipment;
tomorrow it could be the playgrounds,
walking trails, or other shared spaces.

All the while, our dues continue to rise,
with less and less to show for it.

As paying members of this commu-
nity, we deserve better.

The HOA must be held accountable for
maintaining and, when necessary, replac-
ing broken amenities.

Transparent communication is critical:
if repairs are genuinely impossible, we
should be informed why and presented
with a plan for replacement.

Our dues should be used to enhance
our quality of life, not to fund quiet
cutbacks or golf course upgrades at the
expense of everything else.

I urge my fellow residents to speak
up. This issue affects all of us, whether
you use the sauna, the gym, or any other
amenity.

If we don’t hold the HOA account-
able now, we risk losing even more in the
future.

Let’s demand the transparency, ac-
countability and community investment
that our dues are meant to support.
Linden Nolen
Sudden Valley

Submitting letters
to the editor

The Sudden Valley Views encourages letters to the editor.

However, submissions must refrain from attacking individuals without providing
supporting documentation or a rational and legally defensible justification.

Letters should be emailed to bill@lyndentribune.com and should not exceed 550

words.

Your letter must include your full name, complete address and telephone number.

Your address and telephone number will not be printed in the newspaper, but will
be used for verification by newspaper staff.

Neither unsigned letters nor letters containing personal attacks of a libelous nature

will be published.

The Sudden Valley Views reserves the right to edit or refuse any letter.
All columns and letters on the opinion page are the views of the authors and do not
necessarily reflect the views of the Sudden Valley Views newspaper.

Sudden Valley seniors are invited to a complimentary afternoon high
tea in the Dance Barn, Friday, April 4 from 2-4 p.m. RSVP by March 28 by
calling the rec department 360-366-8450 or email BODvandepolder@
suddenvalley.com. Please let us know if you will need transportation and
we will attempt to arrange a ride. (Courtesy photo)

Update to Long Range
Planning request for input

Please be aware that in addition to sending your comments to
longrangeplanning@suddenvalley.com as was requested in last
month's Views, you can also send them by mail to LRPC, Sudden
Valley Community Association, 1850 Lake Whatcom Blvd.,
Bellingham, WA 98229, or simply drop them off at the Sudden Valley
Welcome Center.

Submitting articles
of interest to the editor

SVCA members are encouraged to submit articles of interest for
inclusion in the Views. Member submitted articles should focus on
areas of interest to the Sudden Valley community.

Opinions, complaints, and politicking belong in the Letters to the
Editor, and will not run as a member feature article.

Articles promoting a vendor’s services, or advertisements dis-
guised as articles, will not be accepted.

The Views has a separate mechanism for advertising a business,
and that is where such information should be kept.

However, to provide fair and equal access, consecutive submis-
sions by a member will not be permitted.

In other words, members who have already had an article pub-
lished may not submit an article for the following issue.

Recreation Center Front Desk: 360-366-8450
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AROUND THE VALLEY

Crews maintain essential facilities despite bad weather

As we transition into early
spring, Sudden Valley’s teams
diligently prepare the community
for the warmer months ahead.

Despite February’s snow and
icy conditions, crews have main-
tained essential facilities and
made progress on key projects,
including marina renewals, golf
course improvements, and infra-
structure planning.

Below is a summary of key up-
dates, accomplishments, and up-
coming initiatives.

GM report

Our Maintenance and Turf
Care teams have successfully
managed winter weather chal-
lenges while advancing critical
projects.

Marina renewals are progress-
ing, though slightly behind last
year’s pace.

The Association is also work-
ing on HR process improvements
and exploring cost-saving mea-
sures such as hybrid electronic
voting.

We appreciate the commu-
nity’s continued support and
engagement in keeping Sudden
Valley a thriving place to live and
enjoy.

Capital Projects Update
Active Projects

o Turf Care Equipment Re-
placement - Final unit replace-
ment (Fairway Top Dresser)
included in the Feb. 27 Board

agenda.

o Adult Center HVAC & Tank-
less Water Heater - Installation
is complete; final inspection is
scheduled for next week.

e Clubhouse HVAC Design &
Permitting - Permit application
submitted in October, awaiting
approval.

o Bridge Design & Permitting -
Design ongoing; permit submis-
sion expected in March.

Upcoming Capital
Requests
(March 27 meeting)

e Roads & Infrastructure: Cul-
vert control, pothole repairs,
pavement markings, Area-Z
Bridge Replacement.

o Golf Course: Cart path im-
provements, bathroom fixture
updates, and wash pad refurbish-
ment.

e Turf Care Building Renova-
tion - Pending permitting.

Projects on hold

e Barn 8 Siding/Structural
Renovations - Under review by
the Long-Range Planning Com-
mittee.

Administration &

Accounting
Activity Summary

e Supporting GM onboarding
and operational policy reviews.

e Marina renewals at 33% com-
pletion (slower than last year; an-
ticipated surge in March).

Dr. Chaddock is a western
Washington native. He
attended WWU and is

a 2003 doctoral
Graduate of the
University of Washington
School of Dentistry.

Dentistry For All Ages
Welcoming New Patients
Robert Chaddock DDS
(360) 734-9928

Most insurances accepted
www.chaddockdentist.com

Children deserve a wonderful dental
experience. We encourage parents to
bring their children in for a visit any time
after the age of one.

Your child will love it herel

Dental

Care
for the

Whole
Family

Silver Beach
Dental
2814 Flint St
Bellingham

e HR firm One Digital com-
pleted an audit and outlined im-
provement strategies.

o The Finance Committee re-
viewed eight capital projects on
Feb. 19.

 Exploring hybrid electronic
voting for board elections to re-
duce administrative costs.

Successes

e Smooth Office Manager
transition and strengthened ACC
Committee support.

o Collection rates continue to
meet/exceed expectations.

Planned Work

o Website migration to an im-
proved platform within the next
90 days.

« Provide logistical support for
community events and upcom-
ing elections.

Maintenance
& Turf Care

Activity Summary

o February focused on snow
removal, hedge trimming, facility
repairs, and road maintenance.

« Installed solar lights at Gate 3
mailboxes (trial basis).

o Electrical repairs at Rec
Center completed.

Successes

o Teams adapted well to alter-
nate snow removal shifts.

« Maintenance worker vacan-
cy successfully filled.

Challenges & Solutions
o Persistent ice accumulation
required repeated treatments.

Planned Work

o Continue snow removal
equipment servicing.

o Install video surveillance
signs at mailbox locations.

Recreation
Activity Summary

e Marina Renewals: 64 out of
192 received as of Feb. 19.

e Converted Multi-Purpose
Room B into new storage space
and updated rental forms.

» Developing surveys for com-
munity sports leagues.

Successes

o New fitness classes and in-
structors receiving strong partici-
pation.

Challenges

» Expecting a last-minute rush
for Marina Renewals before the
deadline.

Planned Work

o Evaluating job descriptions
for seasonal lifeguards and in-
structors.

Golf
Activity Summary
e Finalized 2025 budget with
the Golf Club.
o The Stay & Play program is
expanding with strong bookings.
o Attended the National PGA

Show for industry updates.

Successes

e Pre-bookings for tourna-
ments and events are exceeding
expectations.

Challenges
e Snow closures impacted two
Winter Series events.

Planned Work

o Promote the March 1 Three
Tee Scramble.

o Communicate course up-
dates to members.

Weather Updates
& Impact

Period/Precipitation (inches)
Jan. 1 - Feb. 19, 2024/11.47”
Jan. 1 - Feb. 19, 2025/4.83”

e Course closures (18 days)
due to snow and freezing condi-
tions.

o Anticipating a weather-re-
lated impact on March mainte-
nance projects.

Conclusion

We focus on infrastructure im-
provements, community engage-
ment, and operational efficien-
cies.

As we move into the spring
season, we appreciate the com-
munity’s patience and participa-
tion in maintaining and enhanc-
ing Sudden Valley.

We will share further updates
in the coming months.

Thank you for your support.

Mailbox lock replacement update

The Bellingham-Mt. Baker
United States Post Office received
the new mailbox locks.

However, they are still waiting
on the new keys.

The new keys are expected
to arrive any day now, and once

they do, USPS will begin to re-
place the master locks within
Sudden Valley.

Residents will not need to re-
place their mailbox keys.

The only locks that will change
are the ones the Post Office uses.

Once Sudden Valley Admin-
istration receives word about the
new locks being installed, we will
update the community through
the Sudden Valley website and
eBlast.

Capital: SVCA

Continued from 1

fied culverts” This infrastruc-
ture network, Bennett explained
in the memo, winds through
“steep, heavily forested terrain
and includes one lake, numerous
drainage corridors, and two large
creeks: Beaver Creek and Austin
Creek”

“Given this network, it is not
uncommon for drainage issues
to develop during storm events,’
Bennett wrote. “This capital re-
quest provides immediate finan-
cial assistance for SVCA to ad-
dress the problems that may arise
quickly”

Board approves spending

Bennett also explained that
although the risk of existing infra-
structure failing unexpectedly is
reducing, the risk still exists.

“Even with these recent im-
provements, only about 10% of
SVCA’s ditches have been re-
stored,” he wrote in the memo. “It
is essential to maintain this bud-
get item and have it available an-
nually to cover unexpected drain-
age issues that may arise”

The following are the other ex-
penses the SVCA Board approved
in its Feb. 27 consent agenda:

e Turf Care Equipment at
$50,592

o On-Call Engineering Servic-

SIMPLE 1 SOLUTIONS LLC
CALL / TEXT US TODAY FOR FREE ESTIMATES:

(360) 261-4409

-LANDSCAPING

-WINDOW CLEANING
-PRESSURE WASHING

YEAR-ROUND SERVICES

-YARD CLEANUPS
-GUTTERS
-JUNK HAULS

Simplelnow.com

es for Roads & Drainage for 2025,
$43,264 plus an additional $2,000
from roads

e Design and Permitting 2026
road projects, at $41,888 from
roads

 Potholes & Minor Road Re-
pairs for 2025, at $37,856 from
roads

e Pavement Marking and
Street Signs for 2025, at $31,805
from roads

e Level IT Onsite Reserve Study
for 2025, smart property, at $9,970

« 2024 Business Tax Return Fil-
ing not to exceed $4,000

A detailed breakdown of each
expense is in the SVCA Board’s
Feb. 27 agenda at suddenvalley.
com.

The Sudden Valley Commu-
nity Association’s Board of Direc-
tors meets at 7 p.m. the second
and fourth Thursdays of each
month in Multipurpose Room A.

The board will meet on March
13 an again on March 27.

Agendas, minutes and record-
ings are available at suddenval-
ley.com.

-- Contact Bill Helm at bill@lyn-
dentribune.com.
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Above: Andrew Thompson, age 8, skating as a forward for Whatcom County Jr. Blazers.
“Hockey has taken over my life and | love it,” he said. (Photo courtesy Allison Thompson) Below:
Azazeabelle Buck enjoys a free ride in the snow in Sudden Valley. (Photo courtesy Paul Bren-

nan)

Are you without insurance?

Call to see if you qualify for a special enrollment.

Group of Health Insurance Services, LLC

Your Local Health Insurance Consultants
360-527-2334 « cmillerkw@gmail.com « www.hicllc.net

Specializing in:
o Group and Individual Medical Insurance
» Medicare Health Plans
» Washington Healthplanfinder Registered

Do you know any kids who should be featured in Kids
Views? Anyone interested in contributing to Kids Views
should send their submissions to Taimi Van de Polder

at bodvandepolder@suddenvalley.com. Please include
names and ages of anyone in the photograph, and a brief
description.

YOU NEVER KNOW

'nllli' T;'ﬂ ﬂ!.!'_,’. G

WHATCOM READS PRESENTS

No Two Persons
by Erica Bauermeister

Community events underway.
Author visits Whatcom County
March 13-15, 2025.
whatcomreads.org

WHATCOM
READS

Christina Miller
Licensed Agent

e Dental « Vision

/[((!)()y N v [/(({'1'

Despite a challenging real estate market in 2024

RE/MAX-WHATCOM COUNTY

Is honored to be Sudden Valley’s

THINKING OF SELLING in 20257

CARMEN ANDREW

Reach out to your local
team of experts today!

GREG PAUL SYDNEY WEITZEL CORBY WORLINE

O 360-647-5050

www.nwhomes.net | 1937 Lake Whatcom Blvd, Bellingham, WA 98229
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Ways you can protect your home {from burglary

By Michael Bennett
SVCA General Manager

With the increase
in crime over the past
several years, there are
anumber of things you
can do to protect your
home.

To help protect your
home from becoming
a target, the FBI has is-
sued a series of tips:

e Avoid sharing
travel plans on social
media: Criminals of-
ten track social media
posts to know when
homeowners are away.

e Secure all entry
points: Lock windows
and glass doors and
consider reinforcing
second-story win-
dows.

e Install security
systems: Motion de-

tectors, security cam-
eras, and lighted ex-
teriors [which follow
SVCA exterior lighting
guidelines], can deter
burglars.

Sudden Valley com-
munity safety tips

* Report suspicious
activity: If you notice
suspicious vehicles or
unknown persons on
foot near unoccupied
homes, please report
the incident to Securi-
ty at 360-319-8200 and
the Whatcom County
Sheriff’s Department
non-emergency line.

If you notice some-
thing out of the ordi-
nary, report it imme-
diately. Your vigilance
helps protect our com-
munity.

o Get to know your

neighbors:  Familiar-
ize yourself with your
neighbors and their
vehicles.

Exchanging contact
phone numbers can
be helpful in case of
emergencies or when
reporting unusual ac-
tivity.

« Screen visitors: Do
not open the door to
strangers, unexpected
delivery persons, or
contractors you did not
call. Always verify the
identity of someone at
your door before en-
gaging with them.

o Carry insurance
against loss: Ensure
your home and valu-
ables are insured. This
can provide peace of
mind in the unfortu-

o Document suspi-
cious vehicles: If it’s
safe to do so, write
down or take a photo
or video of the vehicle
license plate without
being seen or iden-
tified by potential
perpetrators. This in-
formation could be
crucial evidence in the
event of an investiga-
tion.

o Use motion-acti-
vated lighting: Install-
ing  SVCA-approved
motion-sensor lights
around the exterior of
your home can help
deter burglars, espe-
cially in less visible
areas like backyards or
side entrances. Direct
that lighting down-
ward and not toward

e Lock all entry
points:  Ensure all
doors, windows, gates,
and garage doors are
securely locked, even
when you are home. A
locked home is a less
attractive target.

e Secure your mail
and packages: Consid-
er using Amazon’s Key
by Amazon  pro-
gram, which includes
delivery options
like Amazon Key In-
Car and Amazon Key
In-Home, or having
packages delivered to
a trusted neighbor or
secure location. Pack-
age theft has become
a common crime in
residential areas and
at Community Cluster

program: Organize or
participate in a hyper-
local  neighborhood
watch program. This
strengthens com-
munication among
neighbors and fosters
a collective awareness
of unusual activities in
the community.

e Be mindful of

landscaping: Trim
bushes or trees near
windows and door-

ways to eliminate hid-
ing spots for potential
burglars. A well-kept
yard is not only aes-
thetically pleasing,
but it also discourages
criminal activity.
Working together
can create a safer envi-
ronment for everyone

o If you are the vic-
tim of a crime that is in
progress or has just oc-
curred.

o If you are witness-
ing a crime in progress
or just occurred.

o If you are the vic-
tim of a crime and the
suspect is still in the
area.

o If you require an
immediate police re-
sponse to a crime.

o If you need to re-
port a fire.

o If there is a medi-
cal emergency.

We can help protect
our homes and keep
Sudden Valley safe by
staying aware and tak-
ing these precautions.

nate event of a break-

in or theft.

neighboring homes or
greenbelts.

Box Units (CBU’s). in Sudden Valley. -- With help from NPR
e Join or start a for the FBI report refer-
neighborhood watch When to call 911: ence.

10 more things you can do to decrease your home’s risk

By Judy White

Safety Committee Member

In January, I wrote about 10
things we all can do to decrease
risk in our homes. This month, I

offer 10 more ideas.
e Buy a battery backup for
your garage door opener so that

failure.

you can open it during a power

o While you're at it, buy a ga-

MAINTENANCE -

PAINTING

HONEST SOLUTIONS

Your Local Sudden Valley
Handyman

INSTALLATION

Ramsell Home Services LLC
Charles Ramsell

Phone: +01206.234.8610 Email: ramsellhomeservices@gmail.com

e REPAIRS « PLUMBING e

DRYWALL -

HOME AUTOMATION

* ONITIL * AYLN3IdIVD

MORE...

rage door opener remote that fits
on your keychain so that if some-
one breaks into your car, they
won't be able to also access your
home. Or use an app that can
open your garage with your smart
phone.

e Buy an air horn at alocal ma-
rine supply store. The sound can
travel a long distance to alert your
neighbors of a problem or rescu-
ers if you need help. Never allow
anyone to use the air horn unless
you are experiencing some type
of emergency.

e Be sure everyone in your
home knows the Morse code for
SOS: short-short-short--long-

long-long--short-short-short.
e Know when and how to shut

Sudden Valley Golf Club

Property Owners
Single

Couple

Family of 3+

After Noon Play

Junior (17 and Younger)

Senior Limited (62 & up, M-F) $1,675
Intermediate (Ages 18 - 28)

- - = Y

Full Member Privileges
« Unlimited Golf ¢ Unlimited Range Balls ¢ Preferred Tee Times ¢
 Handicap Service * Locker Service ¢ Golf Tournaments ¢

* Limited Reciprocal Privileges at Area Private Clubs ¢

* Golf Shop Discount « Social Events ,

Full Membershlp Rates

Young Family (children 15 or younger)

Annual Monthly
$2,300 $195
$3,450 $290
$3,650 $310
$1,625 $140

$145
$1,150 $100
$350 $37

2025 Membershlps-Are-On Sale o /!

Sudden Valley Golf Club
Golf Program Information
360-734-6435

or Toll Free 855-506-2219
WWW. suddenvalleygolfcou rse.com

Non-Property Owners Annual  Monthly
Single $2,500 $210
Couple $3,800 $320
Family of 3+ $4,000 $340
Young Family (children 15 or younger)

After Noon Play $1,800 $155
Senior Limited (62 & up, M-F)  $1,850 $160
Intermediate (Ages 18 - 28) $1,250 $110
Junior (17 and Younger) $380 $42

Associate Membership: Associate members receive three complimentary rounds of golf, 50% off
all green fees, 50% off range balls, handicap service, a locker, preferred tee times, and may play in all
Golf Club tournaments and participate in all social events. Cost: $550 / year - $48 / mo.

Social Membership: Social members receive two complimentary rounds of golf, 25% off all green fees,
a locker, preferred tee times and may play in all Golf Club tournaments and participate in all social events.
Cost: $145 / year ($155/ year with GHIN Handicap Service)

: ‘g |
No matter how’
often you Play:
there is @
rembership that
is right for you!

off your propane, gas, water, elec-
tric - and also when/how to turn
them back on again.

« As you put together your go-
bag of items to take if you need
to quickly evacuate, tape a list of
those items inside a kitchen cabi-
net. Make a second list of items
that you still need to add to your
go-bag and work on adding those
items now.

e Plan for the needs of your
pets in case of evacuation and/or
shelter-in-place situations.

e Whether you own or rent
your home, make certain that you
are adequately insured.

o If you evacuate or are at
home with no power, plan for
who you would need to contact

and how you would reach them.

« If you have a hazardous tree
on your property, have itremoved
as soon as possible.

Depending on its size, you
may first need permission from
the SVCA Architectural Control
Committee (ACC) at accadmin@
suddenvalley.com, as well as
from Whatcom County Planning
& Development Services at 360-
778-5900.

For more information, see
the ACC Committee page on the
SVCA website, suddenvalley.
com. A reminder, the SVCA Safety
Committee is organizing another
Wildfire Preparedness Workshop
on May 12, at 6:30 p.m. in the
Dance Barn.

Opportunity to help guide your
Long Range Planning Committee

By Ray Meador
Long Range Planning Committee

To be clear the Long Range
Planning Committee also known
as LRPC, is seeking ideas big and
small from owners on any item in
Article IIT of our articles of incorpo-
ration, specifically 1) “for the bene-
fit of all lot owner’s and condomini-
um owners;” 2) “to maintain roads,
parks, reserve areas, community
beach areas and recreational ar-
eas:” and 3) “to engage in social
and community activities, includ-

WECU

ing the development, construction,
maintenance and operation of any
other community facilities.”

Send us your thoughts on what
the LRPC needs to address 3-year,
5-year and 10-year if you want.

All responses will be read and
reviewed. This is an opportunity to
guide but not an obligation.

We have received some great
ideas so far. Thank you for your par-
ticipation. Contact: longrangeplan-
ning@suddenvalley.com or send
letter to LRPC 4 Clubhouse Circle
Bellingham, WA 98229.

@ EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

A flexible Home Equity Line of Credit with
the option to lock in fixed rates anytime.’

No origination or annual fee
Lock in up to 3 fixed loans at current rates
Rental property options™

*Minimum HELOC amount is $15,000. Minimum advance to lock in rate is $5,000.
**Available for 1-4 unit residential properties in Washington.
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Sudden Valley saves sinking ship in the marina

By Maxx Robinson
SVCA Staff

On Feb. 24, 2025, Sudden
Valley received a report that a
boat was sinking in the marina.

After attempting to contact
the owner, Sudden Valley sent
its maintenance team to save
the vessel and protect the ma-
rina and docks.

Within an hour of the report,
the Maintenance team arrived
with a water pump and began
draining the boat.

After about 30 minutes, the
boat was mostly drained of wa-
ter and no longer submerged.

Sinking, even if only partially,
can be devastating for a vessel
and reveal maintenance issues.

“Make sure you have a good
working bilge pump. Those gen-
erally must be replaced every
couple of years,” said Joe Amore,
a retired United States Coast

If you notice a sinking boat in the Sudden Valley Marina,
or notice any other issues, please contact Sudden Valley
Administration at 360-734-6430. (SVCA photo)

Guard. “Every time I would go
out on my boat, I would look
at the bilge to see if I had water
coming in. Always look first to
see if there is anything leaking.”

While a worn-out bilge pump
isn’'t always the cause of sink-
ing, it is generally a good place
to start.

According to BoatU.S., 69%

of boat sinking incidents oc-
cur while the boat is docked.
In addition, 34% of sinkings are
caused by wear and tear. If you
keep your boat in the water for
extended periods of time, it is
vital to make regular checks
part of your routine.

Regular checks can also pre-
vent other potential problems.

“In addition to leaks, do a
smell test. When you're look-
ing for water in your bilge and
you smell gas, do not start your
boat. I've seen boats blow up
while working as a harbor mas-
ter/ Amore said.

Weather events can also
cause a boat to sink.

If your boat isn’t properly
sealed, heavy rain can eventu-
ally find its way into the bilge
pump, so checking in on your
vessel before and after storms is
also a good suggestion.

A submerged boat can also

cause infrastructure damage to
the marina.

“The line can be stressed
because it is holding the boat
partially up; you can do damage
by pulling the cleats out of the
dock,” Amore said. “And there’s
always the damage that could
occur when you try to pull the
boat back up.”

Depending on the size of the
boat, the weight may also dam-
age the structure of the dock
and the surrounding boats.
Fluid could also leak into the
marina, causing environmental
damage.

If you notice a sinking boat
in the Sudden Valley Marina, or
notice any other issues, please
contact Sudden Valley Adminis-
tration at 360-734-6430.

With boating season fast ap-
proaching, keeping the marina
safe and secure for all boaters is
our highest priority.

Learn about sustainable landscaping efforts

By Cheryl Lovato Niles
Member submission

What does your ideal yard
look like? For some people it’s
a tidy lawn. For others, it’s an
abundance of colorful blooms.
Regardless of preferred garden
style, many of us look to create
an environmentally-friendly out-
door oasis.

Figuring out how to create your
own personal paradise, whether
it can be measured in acres or
square feet, can feel daunting
when confronted by the vast mar-
ketplace of garden products and a
virtually endless supply of garden
advice.

I teach the WSU Whatcom
County Extension Gardening
Green course which provides
evidence-based guidance and
practical strategies for success-
ful landscape gardening that also
protect the environment. I had
the pleasure of meeting Michele
Majors when she took the Gar-
dening Green course in March
2024. 1 followed up with Michele
in September to learn how her
sustainable landscaping efforts
were going.

Michele lives with her hus-
band and three boys on a city lot
in Bellingham that is just shy of
5,000 square feet. She describes
her property as “mostly flat” and
“hemmed in” by houses and fenc-
es. When she and her husband
bought the place, the property
was mostly grass surrounded by
houses and fences and was dotted
by a couple of maples and roses,

a lilac and some perennials. An
energetic gardener, Michele has
been adding to it ever since. In-
spired by the 1990s movie, “The
Secret Garden,” her goal is to turn
her property into an enclave of
green privacy with an abundance
of colorful flowers.

Michele was drawn to the Gar-
dening Green course because she
wanted to learn more about con-
serving water by making better
plant choices. Michele says that
for years she had a romantic vi-
sion of watering. She imagined
tranquil moments in the garden
with a hose in one hand and a cup
of tea in the other. But the real-
ity of a busy life with three young
boys combined with a very thirsty
summer-time garden meant that
in high summer, “I was always
making bad watering decisions.”
Plus, she realized that it’s chal-
lenging to move a garden hose
around while holding a cup of tea.

So, water conservation strate-
gies were a big draw plus she was
interested in the laboratory soil
test offered through the class.

Participants in the course
choose an area of their yard as a
focal point for the course exer-
cises. Michele chose to focus on
her front yard and discovered that
even though it’s not particularly
large, it hosts a variety of sun and
moisture conditions. During the
course she planned to replace a
sloped and sunny area of lawn
that dries out sooner than the
rest with drought tolerant and
Mediterranean plants. In the late
spring/early summer she was
able to execute her plan. She has
dubbed the area, “the parched
island,” and is pleased with how
well the plants are doing so far.

When she’s not in the backyard
with her boys, or actively replac-
ing lawn with colorful flowering
plants, she enjoys the view from
her kitchen sink. When I visited
in the fall, she was admiring the
Joe Pye Weed gifted by a friend

Fidalgo Electric

Service Calls, EV Charging,

Backup Generator Systems

Lighting,

Troubleshooting Panel Upgrades
30 Years Experience = Licensed, Bonded, Insured

360-202-4262 www.fidalgoelectric.com

which was growing exuberantly in
its partly sunny and moist home
along the back fence.

Finding the time for all of the
projects she’d like to tackle is a
challenge. One day, she hopes to
improve the drainage in a couple
of heavily trafficked zones, one
of which gets water-logged in the
winter. For now, she appreciates
the simple solution offered by
stepping-stones. The stepping-
stones in that water-logged area
help to keep her feet dry and also
mitigate the impact of 130 years of
foot traffic. She plans to add step-
ping-stones to the other heavily
trafficked zone as well.

One of the most helpful and
surprising things Michele learned
from the course is that you're bet-
ter off working with your soil tex-
turerather than trying to changeit.
Most gardening books, podcasts,
and articles recommend heavily
amending your soil - a sentiment
captured by the phrase, “Don’t
put a $10 plant into a $2 hole” and
so she was somewhat surprised to
learn that changing the soil tex-
ture is actually very tough to do in
anything larger than a raised bed
and that amending the soil within
a planting hole can work against
the plant’s ability to root well.

Michele Majors has replaced areas of lawn with colorful
landscaping. (Photo courtesy Michele Majors)

But, to her delight, her soil
tests revealed that she’s working
with a sandy loam with pretty
good drainage - hospitable soil
for a wide variety of plants.

She told me that the takeaway
she’s used most frequently is the
method for determining what
kind of sun exposure an area re-
ceives - whether it would be con-
sidered full sun, partly shady, or

shady.

And she really appreciated
learning more about compost-
ing. She says it scared her off, “in
a good way” because she real-
ized that she didn’t want to dedi-
cate the necessary amount of her
small city lot to composting.

I asked Michele what kind of

See Majors on 11

Turn your home into a
source of income with a

reverse mortgage
* 62 years or older?

* Own your own home? .
Get your FREE, no obligation

consultation!

- - 4

Common Uses:

Michael Myers NMLS: 488763

Reverse Mortgage Specialist

Mount Vernon, WA .
(360) 649-1640 [=l
mmyers@mutualmortgage.com o

WWW.reverseinwa.com

Borrower must occupy home as primary residence and remain current on property taxes, homeowner's insurance, the costs of home maintenance, and
any HOA fees. Mutual of Omaha Mortgage, Inc., NMLS ID 1025894. Licensed by the Dept of Financial Protection & Innovation under the CA Residential
Mortgage Lending Act, License 4131356. OR Mortgage Lending License ML- 5208. WA Consumer Loan Company License CL-1025894. These materials
are not from, or approved by HUD or FHA. Subject to credit approval. nmlsconsumeraccess.org Expires 01/2028 #1568171662 2 Equal Housing Lender

Scan the barcode for more info!

[=]

* Pay off current mortgage(s)
and credit cards

* Make home repairs/
improvements to age in place

Create growing line of credit
for possible healthcare needs

* Enjoy! Buy an RV or take that
trip you always talked about!
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e %Mumaw‘Omaﬂa

REVERSE MORTGAGE
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Views of Sudden Valley at El Agave

Since moving here in 2017, my
husband David and I have walked
many miles throughout the com-
munity. In all that time, we have
never tired of the beauty of this
area no matter the weather or sea-
son.

As a realistic landscape oil
painter, I'm never at a loss for sub-
ject matter here in my own back
yard. I use an Old Master’s tech-
By Karen McCormick nique beginning with a tinted can-
Member Submission vas or board. Thin layers of color

are slowly built up from dark to
lighter colors.

Sudden Valley is a hidden trea- To add more depth, I often use
sure here in Whatcom County. a glazing technique, which means

earthy colors thinned with a medi-
um to make them transparent but
still tinted.

I joined the Valley Arts Group,
now the Art in the Barn Club,
when I first moved to Sudden Val-
ley. It has truly been a blessing and
encouragement to me. The paint-
ings in this exhibit are based on
the photos taken by me and fellow
member Vicki Tenpas.

-- Karen McCormick is featured
artist for the Art in the Barn Club
and a Sudden Valley resident. Her
work will be on display at El Agave
Restaurant from March 12-May 8.

Above: Pathway to Par (oil on board, 9" x 12”). At left: Val-
ley Fairway, (oil on canvas, 8" x 16”)

SVCA Board: Approves off-site mitigation area lot

Continued from 1 identified on the lot, which is un-
suitable for building.
No trees or visible issues were Three board members were

not present at the Feb. 13 meet-
ing. The attending board mem-
bers all voted to ratify the mitiga-

tion property transfer agreement
of 25 Sudden Valley Drive.
In other news from the SVCA

MJD CONSTRUCTION

RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERGIAL INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING
LIC #MJ0COCL807BP LANDSCAPING | STONE

SANTIAGO CORREA e

360-770-8117 SIDING | FENCE | ROOFING

Sudden Valley Locall MJDCONSTRUCTION1@HOTMAIL.COM

AA Right- Steve Kure

& Lock Service & Tree Service #

o Lock-Outs: Car and Home $60

e Car Transponder Keys Cloned
(Bladed Type) $60

o Post Office Locks Replaced $65

¢ Take Down & Limbing

*Prices valid for Sudden Valley residents only

(360) 733-0648

Serving Sudden Valley for 40 years.  cont. # AARIG066BD

board’s Feb. 13 meeting:

e The board appointed Chad
Avery to Sudden Valley’s Long
Range Planning Committee. The
board also appointed Daniel Har-
ris to the Safety Committee.

e The board approved a
free community events policy,
2025.01.

The policy’s intent, according
to the board’s agenda, states that
any member wishing to propose
offering a free community event
should first complete a detailed
facility rental application which
can be emailed to office@sud-
denvalley.com or brought to the
SVCA Welcome Center or the
SVCA Community Center.

Community events “are orga-
nized activities that bring resi-
dents together for social, recre-
ational or educational purposes,”
the agenda states. “They are op-
portunities to build relationships,
enhance community awareness
and create the kind of neighbor-
hood people are proud to call
home”

For SVCA to waive any associ-
ated rental fees, the event must
be open to and inclusive of all
residents, must be free, must be
secular events, must not promote
a business.

The approved policy also
states that a cleaning/damage fee
will be charged to the member’s
account “if the facility is not re-
stored to the condition in which
it was provided.”

Policy 2025.01 is in the board’s
agenda packet.

The Sudden Valley Commu-
nity Association’s Board of Direc-
tors meets at 7 p.m. the second
and fourth Thursdays of each
month in Multipurpose Room A.

The board will meet on March
13 an again on March 27.

Agendas, minutes and record-
ings are available at suddenval-
ley.com.

-- Contact Bill Helm at bill@lyn-
dentribune.com.
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Planning to boat in
Whatcom County?

Protect Whatcom County lakes from aquatic
invasive species. Get your boat inspected to
obtain a valid 2025 AIS permit to launch at
Lake Whatcom or Lake Samish.

Call (360) 778-7975 to schedule an inspection in
advance or get inspected on-site prior to launch.

Learn more and buy
your permit today!

h.l'tl
B
B e
EE'I.I- [

whatcomboatinspections.com
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KEEP INFORMED

The following are the Sudden
Valley Community Association’s
various boards and committees.
To learn more about each, visit:
https://suddenvalley.com/
committee-information

¢ Board of Directors

¢ Architectural Control
Committee (ACC)

* Document Review Committee
¢ Finance Committee

* Long-Range Planning
Committee

* Nominations & Elections
Committee

* Appeals Committee

Looking for Sudden Valley
news and updates? Learn more
through the following outlets:

Online: SuddenValley.com

This website is updated regularly

with news, SVCA staff reports, and
announcements as well as current
meeting minutes, rules and regulations,
and much more.

Social Media: Facebook &
YouTube

Find the Sudden Valley Community
Association on YouTube, where SVCA
meetings of the Board of Directors and
Committees are regularly posted, and
Facebook for weekly announcements.

E-Mail: Sudden Valley
Community Association e-Blast
Sign up for our e-blast to receive
community event and other important

updates delivered directly to your inbox.

Print Media: The Sudden Valley
Views

Published each month and delivered by
mail to property owners. Also available
for pick up in various community
locations including the administration
building, community center, and at the
market. Please contact us if you wish to
start or stop mail delivery.

Gate Signs
Meetings and events are also posted
one-to-two weeks before they occur.

Thinking About a Reverse Mortgage Loan?

« No mandatory monthly payments

to age 150*
¢ Supplement cash flow
» Refinance your debt

o Pay for in-home health care

NMLS 1179477
Call Now

360-685-6850

Or scan

e Home renovations/improvements
» Preserve retirement assets **

e Increase available cash reserves

» Preserve equity and retain title

¢ Purchase a more appropriate home

*Borrower must live in the home, maintain it, and pay property-
related charges, like taxes and insurance (and HOA fees, if

applicable).

**This advertisement does not constitute financial advice.
Please consult a financial advisor regarding your specific

Copyright©2024 Fairway Independent Mortgage Corporation (“Fairway”) NMLS#2289. 4750 S.

Chanticleer Authors
Conference April 3-6
Chanticleer Authors Confer-
ence, April 3-6 at Bellingham
Yacht Club, 2625 South Har-
bor Loop Drive. Three days

of masterclasses, workshops

Biltmore Lane, Madison, WI 53718, 1-866-912-4800. All rights reserved. Fairway is not affiliated
and panels for traditional and

with any government agencies. These materials are not from HUD or FHA and were not approved by

HUD or a government agency. Reverse mortgage borrowers are required to attend counseling
sessions with a HUD-approved agency. The youngest borrower must be at least 62 years old.
Monthly reverse mortgage advances may affect eligibility for some other programs. This is not an
offer to enter into an agreement. Not all customers will qualify. Information, rates and programs are
subject to change without notice. All products are subject to credit and property approval. Other
restrictions and limitations may apply.

Contractor #HJELMC*035C8

independent authors. Tick-
ets required. Limited space.
Register at dena.weigel@
chantireviews.com.
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To place a classified ad, please email
mitze@lyndentribune.com or call (360) 354-4444.

Deadline: 20th of each month
Monthly Rates: $15 per column inch

AVATION LLC

Landscape Clean Ups - Mowing « Pruning - Excavator Work

Weeding « Landscape Installation « Tree Work - Mulch
Gravel « Dirt « Dump Runs « Pressure Washing « More!

360-296-4824 *:uirems1788

www.EliteLandscapeExcavation.com

GOOD NEIGHBOR
GARDENING

March = Plant Trees, Shrubs, Perennials!
| Do- Planting; Pruning; Design/Redesign;
Clean-Ups; Curb Appeal and Maintenance

For Your Home, Second Home, Rental
Check me out on FACEBOOK

i Contact Terry 360-671-7369

MINISPLIT/HEAT PUMP

CLEANING SERVICES

Ensure a healthy indoor environment with
our expert mini split cleaning services tailored
to your specific needs.

(360) 821-2321 | Minisplitworx.com

Bathroom and Kitchen Remodels

Licensed & Bonded ¢ Contractor # BELLIHW780C8

Call: 360-988-3012

FINANCIALS

PRESSURE WASHING &
DUMP RUNS

Pressure Washing of Decks, Rock Work, Driveways,
Roofs, Gutters, Sidewalks, Houses
Dump Runs/Haul Away of Household & Yard Debris
Call now to set up an appointment!

360-312-8409

April 6: Book fair

Books by the Bay book fair
will be from 11 a.m. until 4
p.m. April 6 at Village Books
Fairhaven, 1200 11th St., Bell-
ingham. Meet award-winning
authors, explore their latest
releases and celebrate the
best books of the year. More
at villagebooks.com.

Full Service Painting
Interiors/Exteriors

Pressure Washing Driveways & Sidewalks
www.soundpaintingcompany.com

360-778-3323

Cont. # SOUNDPC0O33DJ

LAWN MOWING &
LANDSCAPING

Lawn Mowing, Hedge Trimming,
Tree Trimming, Tree Removal/Limbing, Yard
(leanups, Hardscape Work, Excavation Work.
Year-Round Maintenance Work!

cALLor TEXT360-318-5426

VACANT LOTS WANTED!

I continually have buyers looking for quality vacant lots
in Sudden Valley. Contact me for a market evaluation.

REMIX

WHATCOM COUNTY, INC. Greg Paul@ RemaX.I’]et

Greg Paul
360-739-7354

Majors: Learn about sustainable landscaping

Continued from 7

advice she'd give to other gar-
deners. She said that before the
course she approached garden-
ing with the mindset that a plant
could be successful just about
anywhere so long as you did the
right things, but she’s since real-
ized that for any given condition
(drought, shade, wet, etc.) there
are numerous plants that will nat-
urally thrive there - in some cases
hundreds - so why not choose a
plant that will be happy where
you want to put it?

In other words, why not put the
right plant in the right place?

She then said it’'s too easy to
bring home a gorgeous plant only
to realize that you actually don’t
have a place in your yard is, say,
both sunny and moist, and that
you really don’t want to commit
to watering that particular plant
all summer.

Michele says that what she
learned in the course helps her
make smarter plant purchases.

You can learn more about sus-
tainable landscaping and upcom-

ing Gardening Green courses at

extension.wsu.edu.

SALES -

SERVICE -

-- Cheryl Lovato Niles is Water Re-
sources Educator for WSU What-
com County Extension

INSTALLATION

HEATING AIR CONDITIONING

VISIT OUR WARM SHOWROOM

-

FURNACES - HEAT PUMPS - BOILERS
RADIANT FLOOR HEATING
AIR CONDITIONING - DUCT CLEANING
WOOD, GAS & PELLET STOVES
SPAS AND ACCESSORIES

J

360-676-1131

5100 Pacific Highway

Ferndale, WA
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South Whatcom L

By Nancy Wyen
Member Submission

It's a new year. Please renew
your Friends of the South What-
com Library (FOSWL) member-
ship. To provide financial support
for beloved activities and events at
the South Whatcom Library that
serves Sudden Valley, Geneva and
Glenhaven, we need members for
the 2025 January-December year.

Membership dues for 2025
are $10 for individual, $25 for the
household, $50 for a business, and
$250 or more for sponsorship.

Additional donations beyond
membership dues are welcome
and appreciated.

Consider including a gift to Fo-
SWL in your will. Whenever taking
aRequired Minimum Distribution
(RMD), consider donating a por-
tion to FoSWL, and that portion is
not taxed.

The FoSWL fill a need in South
Whatcom Library through vol-
unteerism and funding events,

materials and furnishings which
are not covered by funds from
Whatcom County Library System
(WCLS).

The FoOSWL make it possible for
the library to provide free member
benefits such as:

« Creativity Kits for over 75 chil-
dren each month

e Learn to Knit program for
Tweens and Teens

e Additional adult programs
such as Wild Fermented Breads
and author talks

o Family Patron Appreciation
Day Sweet Potluck

o Family Ice Cream Social

« Fall flower bulbs on Daffy Day

e WCLS Whatcom Grooves

Asfie

This month's pet of the month is Ashe, submitted by Rachel Flanders.
‘ Ashe loves dinner time and lounging on her bed in the afternoon.
She is four years old, and when she isn't snacking, she is chasing
bugs and rough housing with her sister. We lovingly call her ‘The

Queen" because she rules the house. Ashe may be shy, but she
certainly makes up for it with lots of snuggles.
Do you have a pet of the month?
Ifyou think that your pet is ready for prime time, please send

a high resolution photo with your pet's name, your name,
and a brief description to office@suddenvalley.com

THE SUDDEN VALLEY Pebofthe MI@ONTH 'S SPONSORED BY:

concert at Glenhaven Lakes Club

« Beverages at the monthly so-
cial hour

o Complimentary daily coffee
and tea in the library

o Complimentary Dog treats in
the library

e Fun Book Sales and Bake
Sales

How to renew your member-
ship or become a member

¢ Complete a Membership
Form at South Whatcom Library -
pay by cash, or by check to FoOSWL.

e Pay online with PayPal, Ven-
mo or credit/debit cards (if pay-
ing by credit/debit card, click on
PayPal button first) at our website
swlifriends.org (under the Mem-
bership drop down).

Please support our South
Whatcom Library by joining Fo-
SWL or renewing your FoSWL
member dues today.

-- Nancy Wyen is a member of the
Friends of the South Whatcom Li-
brary Board of Directors

Locally Owned Since 1993
326 36th St, Sehome Village, Bellingham
Free local delivery with orders of $15+!
(360) 738-3663

www.petstopinfo.net
Mon.-Sat. gam-8pm, Sun. gam-6pm

10% OFF

Entire Purchase

With Coupon

One coupon per customer.
Coupon cannot be combined with any
other discounts. Expires 12/31/25.

ibrary needs your support

To provide financial support for beloved activities and
events at the South Whatcom Library that serves Sudden
Valley, Geneva and Glenhaven, we need members for the
2025 January-December year. (Photo courtesy Nancy Wren)

SVCA acronyms

ACC - Architectural Control
Committee

AGM - Annual General Meeting
BOD - Board of Directors

BMP - Best Management Prac-
tices

CC&Rs — Covenants, Conditions
& Restrictions

CIP - Capital Improvement Plan
CRRRF - Capital Repair and
Replacement

Reserve Fund

CTK - Christ the King Church
DNR - Washington State Depart-
ment of Natural

Resources

DOE - Washington State Depart-
ment of Ecology

DRC - Document Review Com-
mittee

EIS - Emergency Information
System

FTE — Full Time Employees

GIS - Geographic Information
System

GM — Sudden Valley's General
Manager

GMA - Growth Management Act
HOA — Homeowner's Association
LAMIRD - Limited Areas of More
Intensive Rural

Development

LRPC - Long Range Planning
Committee

LWPG - Lake Whatcom Policy
Group

LWWSD - Lake Whatcom Water &

Sewer District

MOU — Memorandum of Under-
standing

MPR — Multi-Purpose Room
N&E — Nominations and Elections
NPDES- National Pollutant Dis-
charge Elimination

System

OPS — Operations

PSE - Puget Sound Energy

PUD - Planned Unit Development
RCW - Revised Code of Wash-
ington

REC — Parks & Recreation De-
partment

RFP — Request for Proposals
RFQ — Request for Qualifications
ROW - Right-of-Way

SGM — Special General Meeting
SOP — Standard Operating
Procedure

SVCA - Sudden Valley Commu-
nity Association

UDR - Undesignated Reserves
WCLS - Whatcom County Library
System

WCOG - Whatcom Council of
Governments

WCSO - Whatcom County Sher-
iff's Office

WDFW - Washington State De-
partment of Fish and Wildlife
WTA - Whatcom Transportation
Authority

WUCIOA — RCW 64.90 — The
WA Uniform Common Interest
Ownership Act

W-MAR
- o %
AN

ProperTies

360-733-3700

www.sunmarkproperties.com

1200 Lakeway Drive, Unit #2
Bellingham, WA 98229

email: sunmarkproperties@msn.com

TRUST YOUR LOCAL SALES OFFICE!

Jackie Ryan
Designated Broker

SUDDEN VALLEY
RENTAL LISTINGS

Vadim Kotsyuba

Broker Broker

Application fee - $35 single, $45 married.

3 bedroom 2.5 bath Rent $2800

Azam Nader

No smoking of any kind, no drugs. Applicants must have good credit. Call for application.

Fabulous 3 bedroom plus office/den home with luxurious finishes
throughout. Large living room with fireplace and dining room and
lovely side deck and front porch. Home has lots of natural light
all day long, with gourmet kitchen and stainless-steel appliances.
Stunning hardwood & slate flooring, with master suite with luxurious
bath including double sinks, separate soaking tub and shower. All
with a low maintenance yard, new roof, on demand water heater

and level driveway! $649,°°°

Build your dream home on this fabulous million dollar view home
overlooking Drayton Harbor, while also enjoying the views of
Semiahmoo Resort, White Rock, B.C., and coastal mountains. This
lot, located in a gated community, has an unobstructed water view
and abuts a community nature trail. Includes tree survey map. Just

minutes from the US/Canadian Border. Priced to sell. $357,5°°

FEATURED HOMES & LOTS

512 14th St, Bellingham............... $1,998,000
1108 Night Hawk Wy, Everson........ $630,000

5487 Wood Duck Ln, Blaine
20 Sparrow Ct., Bellingham.............. $89,000

512 14th St., Bellingham incredible Islands and
Bellingham Bay view home. This beautiful 1930 Craftsman, in
a prime location on South Hill, has been extensively renovated
retaining its charm for today’s modern lifestyle. All three floors
are carefully updated with all solid wood trim, hardwood floors.
Cozy, sun-drenched living room w/gas fireplace & new double
pane windows. New KitchenAid appliances, abundant storage
& counter space in kitchen. 3 bdrm, 3.5 ba incl. new master
bath. Private deck off living room. New siding w/all new cedar
trims wraparound the doors and windows. New plumbing, new
electrical and roof. 2-car garage and finished office/art studio

in the fully fenced yard. $1,998,000

One level 3 bed, 2 ba home. Quartz countertops throughout,
kitchen w/custom cabinets, stainless appliances, data wiring &
plumbing fixtures throughout. Huge utility room w/exira cabinetry.
Primary bdrm vault & bathroom w/tile shower & Ig walk-in closet.
Upgraded fireplace, high efficiency HP for heat/AC, wired for EV!
Massive backyard w/covered porch. $619,000

Are you looking for Stress-free Property Management?
Let us handle your rental with our 38 years of experience!

...$357,500




