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See Capital on 6

Directors also approve 
cost of various signage 
replacements
By Bill Helm 
Editor

SUDDEN VALLEY — On April 2, the 
property owner at 12 Sudden Valley Drive 
submitted a tree removal request form for 
a tree that had fallen during the November 
2024 bomb cyclone event.

On April 10, the Sudden Valley Com-
munity Association Board of Directors 
approved the expense to remove the tree, 
mitigate the risk of loose boulders, as well 
as ensure site safety. 

The board also authorized the selection 
of Rawls Tree Service to do the work.

Although the board approved the 
$40,000 expense from CRRRF money — 
Capital Repair and Replacement Reserve 
Fund — the board’s agenda packet ex-
plained that the final amount is yet to be 
determined.

According to an April 10 ratification re-
quest memo to the board, SVCA General 
Manager Michael Bennett in his role with 
the executive committee wrote that the 
tree is on a steep slope above the home.

“It was recently discovered that the 
tree’s root ball contains a large boulder 
and is pushing against the base of another 
large tree above the house,” Bennett wrote 
the board.

According to the situational analysis 
contained in the memo, Bennett wrote 
that the removal process “is highly tech-
nical due to the tree’s location on a steep 
slope directly above the home.”

“Upon inspection, additional large 
boulders were identified as having been 
dislodged when the tree fell,” Bennett ex-
plained in the memo. “Rawls Tree Service 

is the only locally available contractor with 
the expertise and equipment to complete 
this project safely”

The SVCA Board also approved two 
capital requests on April 10. 

The first is not to exceed $20,000 for di-
rectional signage at Gate 2, as well as Wel-
come Center Garden Area and Trail Direc-
tional signage. 

The second is not to exceed $15,000 and 
for Marina Directional Signage.

Both expense will come from CRRRF 
funds.

In an April 10 memo to the board, Ben-
nett explained that the Gate 2 entrance 
sign and related directional signage to 
the Welcome Center, Pro Shop (and) Golf 
Course “require replacement and addi-

tional signage to direct traffic more effi-
ciently and improve the appearance of the 
black marble monument sign at the Lake 
Whatcom Blvd entrance to Gate 2.”

According to the memo, additional 
Welcome Center signage will be placed at 
the Welcome Center Native Plant Garden 
and at the Lake Louise Trail entrance. The 
board moved that Bennett will contract 
with the “lowest responsible sign provid-
ers to design, source and furnish the nec-
essary signage in April, May and June.”

Marina Directional Signage is sched-
uled for April and May, Bennett’s April 10 
memo to the board states.

-- Contact Bill Helm at bill@lyndentribune.
com.

By Bill Helm 
Editor

SUDDEN VALLEY 
— At their April 24 
meeting, the Sudden 
Valley Board of Direc-
tors approved three 
relatively minor capi-
tal requests, none in 
excess of $20K.

In its final approval 
of the evening, the 
board said yes to a 
$19,025 expenditure 
from the 2025 CRRRF 

Budget — Capital Re-
pair and Replacement 
Reserve Fund — for 
the Barn 6 pre-design 
phase architectural 
services. 

Services will be 
performed by Carletti 
Architects, P.S., as de-
tailed in their April 10, 
2025 fee proposal.

On April 24, Ray 
Meador, in his role 
with the SVCA Long 
Range Planning Com-
mittee, and General 

Manager Michael Ben-
nett, wrote a memo to 
the SVCA board. 

The memo ex-
plained that the LRPC 
was tasked by the 
SVCA board to provide 
draft project proposals 
for renovating or re-
placing Barns 6 and 8. 

As Barn 6 is a wood-
framed structure ini-
tially built for agricul-
tural purposes, it was 
later used as an ice-
skating rink and for as-

sembly events. 
The proposed re-

placement, the memo 
states, “aims to cre-
ate a modern, multi-
purpose facility while 
maintaining the barn’s 
aesthetic character.”

The memo contin-
ues to explain that the 
pre-design phase will 
include a feasibility 
study to assess project 
viability, produce con-
ceptual designs and 
provide a rough order 

of magnitude (ROM) 
cost estimate to sup-
port a capital fundrais-
ing campaign.

The memo in its 
entirety is included in 
the SVCA Board’s April 
24 agenda, available at 
suddenvalley.com.

Earlier in the meet-
ing, the SVCA Board 
approved a $18,223.91 
SVCA standard con-
struction contract 
with Specialized Pave-
ment Marking, LLC for 

painting the centerline 
of the main roads.

Since the board ap-
proved a total project 
budget of $31,805.02 
on Feb. 27, the board 
approved returning 
unused funds of ap-
proximately $8,000 
to be deducted from 
Roads Capital Code 
9925.4, and have it 
credited back to the 
Roads fund, Bennett 
explained in an April 
24 memo to the board. 

However, an exact 
amount “cannot be 
specified due to un-
known contingencies 
which are allowed in 
the contract.”

Also, the SVCA 
Board approved an 
amount not to exceed 
$7,611.21 from CRRRF 
to cover the cost to 
paint the exterior of 
the Welcome Center, 
a contract the board 

Sudden Valley Board approves three capital requests

SVCA board approves hazard tree removal

On April 10, the SVCA Board approved CRRRF money to pay for removal of a hazardous tree at 12 Sudden Val-
ley Drive. The $40,000 expenditure will also cover mitigation of the risk of loose boulders, as well as ensure 
site safety. (SVCA photo)
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Common Uses
• Pay o� current mortgages and credit cards
• Make home remodels to age in place
• Enjoy! Buy an RV or take a dream vacation 

THIS IS NOT YOUR
GRANDMA’S REVERSE

MORTGAGE
Turn your home into a source of cash flow

Borrower must occupy home as primary residence, and remain current on property taxes, homeowner’s insurance, the costs of home 
maintenance, and any HOA fees. Mutual of Omaha Mortgage, Inc. dba Mutual of Omaha Reverse Mortgage, NMLS ID 1025894. 3131 Camino Del 
Rio N 1100, San Diego, CA 92108. Licensed by the Department of Financial Protection & Innovation under the California Residential Mortgage 
Lending Act, License 4131356. OR Mortgage Lending License ML- 5208. WA Consumer Loan Company License CL-1025894. These materials are 
not from HUD, or approved by HUD or FHA. Subject to credit approval. www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org Expires 04/2028 #16360055842

Michael Myers NMLS: 488763
Reverse Mortgage Specialist
Phone (360) 649-1640
mmyers@mutualmortgage.com
www.reverseinwa.com
24061 Nookachamp Hills Dr., Mount Vernon, WA 98274

62 or Older and Own Your Home?
See What’s Possible!

Get your free no  
obligation consultation

By Allen Helvajian
Compliance Manager

It can happen in an instant.  
Two tons of metal and leather 
don’t stop on a dime. From recog-
nizing that something is wrong, 
to stepping on the brake pedal, 
to the car slowing, it can take 
dozens, maybe hundreds of feet 
depending on how fast the car is 
going to finally stop. 

Throw physics into the mix 
and you have a bad combination.

Excessive speed, especially 
in areas with blind corners, nar-
row roads and pedestrian traffic, 
presents a significant risk to the 
well-being of our residents and 
wildlife. Fawning season is al-
most here. One of our office col-
leagues observed a car strike and 
likely kill a deer just a short time 
ago. All of these provide ample 
warning to slow down. Leave ear-
lier and drive defensively.

The Association privately 
owns and maintains Sudden Val-
ley’s roads. While this offers us 
some flexibility, it also presents 
limitations. 

State and local law enforce-
ment do not have jurisdiction 
to enforce traffic laws on private 
roads. 

Our contracted security pro-
vider, Pacific Security, is limited 
to observe and report functions. 
They do not have the authority to 
stop, cite or detain drivers.

We recognize the urgency of 

this issue and are actively explor-
ing meaningful solutions. Some 
of the strategies currently under 
consideration include:

• Installation of additional sig-
nage and speed limit reminders 
in high-risk areas

• Deployment of radar feed-
back signs to alert drivers to their 
current speed (subject to budget 
approval)

• Increased visibility of secu-
rity patrols as a deterrent

• Evaluation of physical traffic-
calming measures such as speed 
humps, speed cushions, chokers, 
or lane narrowing on key roads 
(again, subject to budget con-
straints)

We’re also considering work-
ing with the Safety Committee to 
launch a community education 
and engagement campaign to 
promote responsible driving be-
havior.

We welcome your thought-
ful suggestions and ideas. Please 
send any suggestions to office@
suddenvalley.com.

COMPLIANCE CORNER

Some of the 
strategies 
currently un-
der consider-
ation include 
installation 
of additional 
signage and 
speed limit 
reminders in 
high-risk ar-
eas. We wel-
come your 
thoughtful 
suggestions 
and ideas. 
Please send 
any sug-
gestions to 
office@sud-
denvalley.
com. (SVCA 
photo)

Speeding Concerns and Safety in Sudden Valley

SVCA Staff 

Are you concerned 
about the safety of 
your home if/when a 
wildfire occurs in Sud-
den Valley? Do you 
want to know how you 
would be notified of 
an emergency as well 
as the plans for evacu-
ation if needed? Are 
you concerned about 

the possibility of your 
homeowner fire policy 
being cancelled due 
to potential fire risk as 
has already happened 
to some Sudden Val-
ley residents?  What 
actions can you take to 
reduce your risk due to 
wildfire or other emer-
gencies?

To get answers to 
these questions, please 

join us for an impor-
tant free event on 
Monday, May 12 at the 
Dance Barn from 6:30 – 
8 p.m. Only 90 minutes 
long, attend in person 
(recommended) or via 
Zoom.  

This is a unique, 
valuable opportunity 
to receive lots of valu-
able info from local 
experts who are giv-

ing us their evening to 
help SV move forward 
regarding emergency 
preparedness, and we 
need to show up.

There will be a 
30-minute question 
and answer session. 
Also, valuable free 
handouts will be pro-
vided.  

Please join us and 
help spread the word.  

Share this informa-
tion with your family, 
friends and neighbors 
and invite them to join 
us. Arranged by the 
Sudden Valley Com-
munity Association 
Safety Committee, the 
presenters are:

• Whatcom Conser-
vation District Wildfire 
Resilience (FIREWISE) 
Program – Fire behav-

ior, our susceptibility, 
preparedness and re-
silience. Robert Wal-
ters will also show the 
13-minute film “Your 
Home CAN Survive a 
Wildfire.”

• South Whatcom 
Fire Authority – Meet 
our Sudden Valley 
Fire Chief Mitch Nolze 
who will provide an 
update about our SV 

Fire Station reopening 
and answer your ques-
tions about evacuation 
plans, ways to protect 
your home from wild-
fire and more.

A Sudden Valley 
resident will describe 
their experience with 
the free Whatcom 
Conservation District 
fire risk home assess-
ment.

Time to hit the water. The 2025 
boat inspection stations officially 
opened on April 26. As always, 
a valid 2025 Aquatic Invasive 
Species (AIS) permit is required 

through the Whatcom Boat In-
spection Program (whatcomboa-
tinspections.com) for all boats 
launching at Lake Whatcom and 
Lake Samish. You can purchase 

your permit now and save $10 by 
taking the AIS Awareness Course 
online at whatcomboatinspec-
tions.com, or you can purchase 
it in person at the inspection sta-
tion.

Please pay close attention 
when selecting your permit, as 
our rates have increased this year 
to help fund crucial inspection 
program enhancements, protect 
lake health, and support contin-

ued access for boaters and recre-
ators despite growing visitation to 
our lakes and increased proxim-
ity of AIS detections to Whatcom 
County.

2025 AIS Inspection Station 
Schedule

• Bloedel Donovan and Lake 
Samish: Open 7 days a week 
through Oct. 10

• Sudden Valley Boat Launch: 

Open weekends/holidays only 
through Oct. 10

• South Bay Boat Launch: 
Open weekends/holidays only 
through Oct. 10

We’re looking forward to a 
great and safe boating season. To-
gether, we can keep new aquatic 
invasive species out of our local 
lakes to protect our drinking wa-
ter and recreation. See you on the 
water.

Free wildfire prep event in Sudden Valley Dance Barn

Boat Inspection Stations now open through Oct. 10
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DEADLINES

Views The Sudden Valley Views welcomes letters to 
the editor submitted by members of the As-
sociation. Topical submissions of current news 
interest may be accepted up to six times per 
calendar year.
Letters of up to 550 words are allowed.
The editor may edit for style and libel.

SV Views
P.O. Box 153
Lynden, WA 98264
Fax to: (360) 354-4445
Email: bill@lyndentribune.com

SUBMISSIONS POLICY
The deadline for editorial submissions (including letters 
to the editor) for the upcoming issue is the 23rd of each 
month. 
Editorial items may be submitted to: bill@lyndentribune.
com. For advertising information and deadlines, please 
contact Mitze Kester at mitze@lyndentribune.com or call 
360.354.4444.

Submitting letters 
to the editor

The Sudden Valley Views encourages letters to the editor. 
However, submissions must refrain from attacking individuals without providing 

supporting documentation or a rational and legally defensible justification.
Letters should be emailed to bill@lyndentribune.com and should not exceed 550 

words.
Your letter must include your full name, complete address and telephone number. 
Your address and telephone number will not be printed in the newspaper, but will 

be used for verification by newspaper staff.
Neither unsigned letters nor letters containing personal attacks of a libelous nature 

will be published.
The Sudden Valley Views reserves the right to edit or refuse any letter. 
All columns and letters on the opinion page are the views of the authors and do not 

necessarily reflect the views of the Sudden Valley Views newspaper.

Submitting articles 
of interest to the editor

SVCA members are encouraged to submit articles of interest for 
inclusion in the Views. Member submitted articles should focus on 
areas of interest to the Sudden Valley community.

Opinions, complaints, and politicking belong in the Letters to the 
Editor, and will not run as a member feature article. 

Articles promoting a vendor’s services, or advertisements dis-
guised as articles, will not be accepted.

The Views has a separate mechanism for advertising a business, 
and that is where such information should be kept. 

However, to provide fair and equal access, consecutive submis-
sions by a member will not be permitted.

In other words, members who have already had an article pub-
lished may not submit an article for the following issue.

Water lily mitigation
Editor,

Recently, I did a presentation about the 
Lake Louise lily problem for volunteers 
and it went really well. Nineteen people 
showed up, which is about twice what I 
hoped for. After 25 minutes of prepared 
material, we had a long Q&A, followed by 
some organizational planning.

As a result the group plans to meet 
from 4-6 p.m. Sunday, May 18, at the Wel-
come Center for an orientation session.

One of the new volunteers has already 
created a Google group so we can com-
municate amongst ourselves: groups.
google.com/g/lake-louise-invasive-lily-
removal.

The mission statement is “This group 
serves to notify people about the invasive 
lily removal project focused on restoring 
Lake Louise in Sudden Valley, Washing-
ton.”

Last Saturday I did another presenta-
tion in which 15 people attended, includ-
ing members of seven households along 
the lake shore or on the road overlooking 
it. All are very supportive of the move-
ment.
Bryan Burke
Sudden Valley

Let's remember 
volunteer 
appreciation 
month
Editor,

April was Volunteer Appreciation 
Month, and Sudden Valley would like to 
thank all of our many volunteers. You help 
your neighbours in emergencies, serve on 

committees, clean up trash in your walks, 
keep the blessing boxes filled, and so 
much more. You help make our commu-
nity a great place to live.

Thank you.
Taimi Van de Polder
Vice President, SVCA Board of Directors

A vote for our 
shared future
Editor,

As Friends of the South Whatcom Li-
brary, we believe libraries are the heart of 
healthy, connected communities. They’re 
where curiosity is sparked, stories are 
shared, skills are grown and all voices are 
welcomed. Right now, our library system 
needs our help.

On the Aug. 5 ballot, the Whatcom 
County Library System board of trustees 
asks voters to restore the library levy rate 
to $0.42 per $1,000 of assessed property 
value — two cents lower than the last ap-
proved rate in 2009.

Since that time, our library system has 
been a model of responsible steward-
ship. WCLS has stretched those dollars 
to serve a growing population, now 18% 
larger, while demand for services — from 
books and WiFi to early learning programs 
and the Library of Things — has greatly 
increased with 56% more library card-
holders.

But stretching can only go so far. 
Today, rising costs and higher use mean 
the library’s expenses exceed its income. 
Without this levy lid lift, WCLS libraries 
face reduced hours, fewer staff and di-
minished access to the very resources that 
keep our community informed, inspired 
and connected.

A ‘yes’ vote on Aug. 5 means protecting 
what we’ve built together. It means keep-

ing our doors open, our programs thriving 
and our collections growing — both on 
the shelves and online. It means making 
sure our seniors, students and neighbors 
— especially those who can’t afford costly 
alternatives — have continued access to 
the free, vital services they rely on.

WCLS isn’t asking for the maximum 
the law allows — just enough to sustain 
services and plan wisely for the future. 
Because libraries aren’t just about books. 
They’re about belonging. 

When we invest in our libraries, we 
invest in each other.

Let’s continue building a place where 
knowledge is free, opportunity is shared, 
and community is stronger than ever.
To learn more, visit wcls.org/levy. 
Friends of the South Whatcom Library

‘No’ to open burning 
of yard debris
Editor,

There is a nearby home in my neigh-
borhood that regularly burns yard debris. 
It is extremely smokey and it has been 
going on for three years now.

For the last four hours of this beauti-
ful spring day I have been choking and 
sneezing on the neighbor’s awful damp 
leaf and twig piles thrown on the backyard 
smolder.

Please post sandwich board signs at 
the gates [9 and 13, especially] to inform 
the community that burning yard debris is 
prohibited. 

Please include the fine on the signs.
I really don’t want to report my neigh-

bor, but this must stop. Hopefully the 
signs will be sufficient to cure the viola-
tion? It’s a first step, at least.
Forest Cat 
Sudden Valley

Editor’s note (from General Manager 
Michael Bennett): Thank you for bringing 
this important issue to our attention. I’m 
sorry to hear that smoke from a neighbor’s 
debris fire has impacted your enjoyment of 
the beautiful spring day. Open burning of 
yard debris is not allowed in Sudden Valley 
and is considered a violation of SVCA’s 
Rules and Regulations. According to 
the 2025 Fees and Fines Schedule, the fine 
for a first offense of unapproved residential 
burning is $100, along with a referral to the 
Northwest Clean Air Agency and County 
Fire Marshal. Repeat offenses incur higher 
fines up to $1,000. We really appreciate 
your suggestion about signage. We will 
work with our team to install temporary 
sandwich board notices at Gates 9 and 
13, reminding residents that burning yard 
debris is prohibited and subject to fines. If 
the burning continues, we encourage you 
to file a confidential report through the 
SVCA office so that staff can take appropri-
ate enforcement action. We want you to 
know that we respect your desire to avoid 
conflict, and our goal is to address these 
matters discreetly and effectively. Thank 
you again for your concern and your care 
for the community.

Supporting FireWise 
program
Editor, 

We are happy to support the FireWise 
cleanup program again this year. We are 
also dismayed at the cognitive dissonance 
displayed in the management of our for-
ested community. 

Yes, Sudden Valley and Whatcom 
County have commendable policies of 
removing dead or hazardous trees. 

See Letters on 11
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Dental
Care
for the

Whole
Family

Sudden Valley Golf Club

No matter how 

often you play, 

there is a 

membership that 

is right for you!

Sudden Valley Golf Club
Golf Program Information

360-734-6435 
or Toll Free 855-506-2219    

 www.suddenvalleygolfcourse.com

  Full Member Privileges
• Unlimited Golf • Unlimited Range Balls • Preferred Tee Times • 
• Handicap Service • Locker Service • Golf Tournaments • 
• Limited Reciprocal Privileges at Area Private Clubs • 
• Golf Shop Discount • Social Events •

Full Membership Rates
Property Owners Annual Monthly Non-Property Owners Annual Monthly
Single $2,300 $195 Single $2,500 $210
Couple $3,450 $290 Couple $3,800 $320
Family of 3+ $3,650 $310 Family of 3+ $4,000 $340
Young Family (children 15 or younger)   Young Family (children 15 or younger) 
After Noon Play $1,625 $140 After Noon Play $1,800 $155
Senior Limited (62 & up, M-F) $1,675 $145 Senior Limited (62 & up, M-F) $1,850 $160
Intermediate (Ages 18 - 28) $1,150 $100 Intermediate (Ages 18 - 28) $1,250 $110
Junior (17 and Younger) $350 $37 Junior (17 and Younger) $380 $42

Associate Membership: Associate members receive three complimentary rounds of golf, 50% off 
all green fees, 50% off range balls, handicap service, a locker, preferred tee times, and may play in all 
Golf Club tournaments and participate in all social events. Cost: $550 / year  -  $48 / mo.
Social Membership: Social members receive two complimentary rounds of golf, 25% off all green fees, 
a locker, preferred tee times and may play in all Golf Club tournaments and participate in all social events. 
Cost: $145 / year ($155 / year with GHIN Handicap Service)

2025 Memberships Are On Sale Now!2025 Memberships Are On Sale Now!2025 Memberships Are On Sale Now!2025 Memberships Are On Sale Now!

By Michael Bennett
The Views

As spring blooms in Sudden 
Valley, our community is buzzing 
with activity and preparation for 
the vibrant summer ahead. 

The successful Easter events, 
including the Christ the King 
Church Easter Egg Hunt, brought 
joy to residents of all ages. 

With the school year winding 
down, we’re gearing up for sum-
mer programs and the highly an-
ticipated SVCA Valley Fair on July 
26.

Maintenance teams have 
made significant strides to pre-
pare recreational facilities, while 
capital projects continue to prog-
ress. 

The Recreation and Admin-
istration teams have processed 
nearly all Marina slip and Kayak 
storage renewals as the weather 
warms and Lake Whatcom beck-
ons.

Community garden startups at 
Barnview and Area Z are fostering 
engagement, and our administra-
tive team is enhancing operation-
al efficiency. 

We’re excited for the upcom-
ing season and grateful for the 
community’s continued support.

General Manager’s corner 
Spring has truly sprung, in-

vigorated Sudden Valley with 
blooming landscapes and a re-
newed sense of community spirit. 

Easter celebrations were a 

highlight, uniting families and 
neighbors in festive activities. 

As we look forward to the end 
of the school year, our team is 
busy planning summer events 
to keep our community engaged 
and entertained.

The Community Garden start-
ups are sprouting, offering resi-
dents a chance to connect with 
nature and each other. 

We’re also thrilled to pre-
pare for the SVCA Valley Fair on 
July 26, a cornerstone event that 
promises fun, music, and com-
munity pride. 

Key committee meetings, in-
cluding Long-Term Planning, 
Nominations & Elections, Safety, 
Document Review, and Finance, 
are shaping the future, and we 
encourage everyone to attend the 
open board meeting — either in 
person or via Zoom — to share 
their valuable input. 

Thank you for making Sudden 
Valley a wonderful place to live. 
Let’s make this summer unforget-
table.

Capital Projects Update
Active Projects

• Turf Care Equipment Re-
placement: The Fairway Top 
Dresser replacement was ap-
proved and is now in service, en-
hancing golf course maintenance 
efficiency.

• Clubhouse HVAC Design & 
Permitting: The permit applica-
tion is under review, with approv-
al expected soon.

• Bridge Design & Permitting: 
The designs for the Area Z and 
Polo Park bridges are finalized, 
and permit submission is in prog-
ress. 

The Board approved both 
bridge replacements and related 
work at the March 27 Open Board 
meeting.

• Gate 2 and Marina Signage: 
The Board approved the 2025 
Gate 2 and Marina signage CRRRF 
projects.  

Those sign designs and loca-
tions are in process.

Upcoming Capital Requests
• Golf Course: Cart path up-

grades and bathroom fixture re-
placements are proposed.

• Turf Care Building Renova-
tion: We await final permitting 
from Whatcom County. 

The Capital Approval request 
will be included on the May 8 
Board meeting agenda.

• Barn 6–8 replacement/reno-
vation planning continues, with 
the Long-Range Planning Com-
mittee requesting that an Archi-
tectural firm provide Pre-Design 
concepts, drawings, and informa-
tion for presentation to the com-
munity and the Board.

Projects On Hold
• Barn 8 Siding/Structural 

Renovations: The Long-Range 
Planning Committee will present 
recommendations concerning 
the Barn 8 structural repair pro-
posals to the Board in May.

Administration & Accounting 
Activity Summary

• Continued onboarding of 

seasonal staff across depart-
ments, ensuring readiness for the 
busy summer season.

• Completed the final updates 
with HR firm One Digital to final-
ize the employee manual hand-
book, for review and Board ap-
proval in May.

• The Finance Committee re-
viewed April financial statements 
and capital project proposals on 
April 16, ensuring fiscal respon-
sibility.

• Coordinated logistics for the 
Christ the King Church Easter 
Egg Hunt and other Easter events, 
which saw high community par-
ticipation.

• Administration and Recre-
ation staff began planning for the 
SVCA Valley Fair, which is slated 
for Saturday, July 26, 2025. This 
includes vendor coordination, 
booking stage performers, and 
event promotion.

• The board approved the em-
ployee Confidentiality and Social 
Media policy, which has been im-
plemented with all staff, following 
review by the Board, legal counsel 
and the Teamsters Union.

• The Compliance Team and 
the Architectural Control Com-
mittee (ACC) continue to be busy. 
As of April 15, over 20 ACC project 
submittals were active, and doz-
ens of homes are currently under 
construction.

Successes
• Streamlined seasonal hiring 

processes, with many 2024 staff 
returning for 2025.

• Successful website test mi-
gration to a new platform will 
improve user experience and ac-

cessibility.

Planned Work
• Finalize logistical support for 

the SVCA Valley Fair and summer 
election processes.

• Launch a community sur-
vey on behalf of the Long-Range 
Planning Committee to gather 
input on proposed 2026 capital 
projects.

Maintenance
Activity Summary

• Serviced swimming pool 
heaters and repaired filters, pre-
paring pools for summer open-
ing.

• Cleaned and repaired SVCA 
street signs, replacing those dam-
aged by graffiti.

• Repaired fences at Marina 
tennis courts and continued tem-
porary repairs at Turfcare.

• Conducted trail cleanup and 
repairs around Lake Louise, en-
hancing accessibility.

• Fabricated two additional 
kayak racks for the Marina and 
continued the trash container 
project.

• Repaired potholes, drainage 
issues, and road shoulders across 
SVCA roads.

• Removed downed limbs and 
cleared a tree from the Grandview 
Lane roadway.

Successes
• Purchased and deployed a 

new zero-turn mower, improving 
grounds maintenance, mowing, 
and landscaping project efficien-
cy.

AROUND THE VALLEY

Sudden Valley buzzing in preparation for summer

See Valley on 10
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The market is heating up, 
and now’s the time to take action! 

Whether buying or selling, trust the #1 name in Sudden Valley real estate.
Backed by local know-how and global reach, your friends and neighbors
count on REMAX Sudden Valley for results that move you.

LET’S MAKE
YOUR MOVE

Spring 
soccer
Spring soccer is in 
full force, as Sudden 
Valley resident Kar-
en Borchert photo-
graphed her daugh-
ter, Daphne, playing 
for Lakeside Lizards. 
Daphne scored the 
first goal of the 
season for her team 
who went on to win 
the game. If you 
would like to see 
your child featured 
in our kid’s views 
section, please send 
your submissions to 
bodvandepolder@
suddenvalley.com.

Easter 
egg hunt
Sudden Valley kids 
enjoying the annual 
Easter egg hunt 
organized by Christ 
The King Church. 
(Photo courtesy Carrie Van 
de Polder)
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www.DiscoverSuddenValley.com  
360-739-7354

GREG PAUL
• The Top Producer in Unit Sales in Sudden Valley
• Experienced Negotiation Skills
• Strong Online Presence
• Knowledgeable in the

Amenities, Services,
Regulations & Structure
of Sudden Valley

Brand New With Primary Bedroom On Main Level - $694,900

GregPaul@Remax.net
(360) 223-9297
John.Maurer@movement.com

John Maurer, NMLS 487494 
• Down payment grant up to 3% program 
• USDA zero-down mortgages 
• Renovation loans • New construction
• Sudden Valley resident
• 30+ years lending experience

On Cul-de-sac w/ Green Area

2 Story Great Room
- Air Conditioned
- Sun Deck & Patio
- Rare Level Property

360-527-2334  •  cmillerkw@gmail.com  •  www.hicllc.net

Are you without insurance?
Call to see if you qualify for a special enrollment.

awarded to CertaPro Painters. 
This total is less than the 

$16,224 allocated in the 2025 
Capital Budget for this project. 

According to an April 24 
memo from Bennett to the SVCA 

Board, the last time the building 
was painted is unknown.

“Currently, the paint is faded, 
and, in several areas, wood is ex-
posed on the building and deck 
railing, accelerating wear and de-
terioration,” the memo states.

The SVCA Board also ap-

proved the following:
• 2025 Budget Calendar
• 2025 Collection Policy
• Request to de-obligate 

$228,131 from Capital Project GL# 
8004 (Roads Fund) and to also 
de-obligate $251,424 from Capi-
tal Project GL# 8003 (CRRRF) and 
to approve the reclassification of 
all related November 2024 storm 
event cleanup costs charged to 
these funds to the Operating fund 
in the fiscal years for which these 
costs were incurred, thereby also 
reimbursing these capital funds 
from the operating fund.

More details about each action 
item is available in the board’s 
April 24 agenda at suddenvalley.
com.

-- Contact Bill Helm at bill@lyn-
dentribune.com.

Capital: SVCA Board approves three requests
Continued from 1

By Maxx Robinson
SVCA Staff

Sudden Valley has no shortage of dogs, and 
with the temperature finally warming up, resi-
dents are taking advantage of the many parks 
and trails around the valley. 

Most parks and trails in Sudden Valley 
welcome pets, but there are also some restric-
tions to keep in mind.

Dogs in Sudden Valley must be on-leash 
except in designated areas. These designated 
areas are the Campground, Old Airstrip and 
Marina Dog Park. 

The Campground is just off Lake Louise 
Road past Gate 13. This area also doubles as a 
disc golf course, which is open to Sudden Val-
ley residents.

The Old Airstrip is the largest off-leash dog 
park in Sudden Valley. This park stretches 
from Lake Whatcom to the back of Gate 1 and 
can be accessed via Lake Whatcom Boule-
vard. 

Marina Dog Park is the most easily acces-
sible and popular off-leash area in Sudden 
Valley. This park has lake access and a wide-
open field. 

However, please be mindful of those out-
side of the park’s perimeter, as other areas, 

such as the spit overlooking the marina, are 
on-leash areas only. 

There is an additional dog park at the Rec-
reation Corridor next to the tennis courts. 

This fenced-in park is designated for small-
er dogs only.

Of course, always clean up after your dog, 
and be mindful if you walk near any of the 
community gardens. Additionally, a notable 
area that excludes pets is AM/PM Beach. 

Service animals are exempt from this ex-
clusion, but for those looking for a mostly dog-
free zone, AM/PM Beach has you covered. 

As for hiking trails, many of the trails in and 
around Sudden Valley are dog friendly. 

On-leash dogs are allowed at Lookout 
Mountain Forest Preserve, right across from 
Gate 9. 

Lookout Mountain has an abundance of 
trails and is perfect for longer hikes. Stimpson 
Family Nature Reserve, which is further up 
Lake Louise Road, does not allow pets. 

Lake Louise trail, which is right in Gate 2, 
is especially popular with dog walkers. It’s a 
mostly flat trail that’s about 1.2 miles long and 
provides excellent views of Lake Louise. 

Remember to stop by the Welcome Center 
after your walk, as we always have free treats 
and would love to meet your dog.

By Nakell Jones
SVCA Staff

Summer is almost here, and that means the pools at Sud-
den Valley are getting ready to open for the season.

Starting Saturday, May 24, both the Main Pool and Quiet 
Pool will be open daily through Labor Day Weekend.

The Main Pool will offer lap swim from 9 a.m. until noon, 
then transition to open swim from 12:30-7:30 p.m. The Quiet 
Pool will also be open from 9 a.m. until 7 p.m. — perfect if 
you’re looking for a more peaceful place to relax.

Planning a birthday party or summer get-together? Private 
pool rentals are now available. To start a reservation, just fill 
out the rental application on our website, suddenvalley.com.

For more information, call the Rec Center Front Desk at 
360-366-8450 or email recfrontdesk@suddenvalley.com. It’s 
shaping up to be another great summer in Sudden Valley — 
see you at the pool.

Sudden Valley 
swimming pools 
to open in May

What you need to know about Sudden Valley’s dog parks

The Campground, home to an off-leash dog area and a disc golf 
course. Most parks and trails in Sudden Valley welcome pets, but 
there are also some restrictions to keep in mind. (SVCA photo)

Please 
Recycle

this Paper.
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 Sudden Valley Community Blood Drive

  

Friday, June 6th

10:00 am to 4:00 pm 
 

Scan the QR code, call Bloodworks NW at 800-398-7888, or click this link 
bloodworksnw.org/giveblood to schedule your one hour donation appointment. 

Appointments are required for the best possible donation experience. Photo ID is also required. 
For safety, we kindly request no visitors under 16 at our donation sites. Eat a hearty meal and 
drink plenty of fluids prior to donation.    

 

“I am so grateful for your selfless blood donation. It literally 
saved my wife’s life after giving birth to our first baby girl. 
Your act of kindness means the world to me, my wife, and 
our daughter. Thank you from the bottom of our hearts.”   

 

 
Donating blood is a simple yet powerful act of kindness. Blood cannot be 

made in the lab. It can only come from willing donors like yourself. Nervous 
about donating? That’s normal! Check out our website or watch Gaard 

Swanson from Seattle Refined donate for his first time! 
 

Bloodmobile – Admin. Office | 1850 Lake Whatcom Blvd. 

By Danny Langdon
Member submission

Long-time Sudden Valley resi-
dent Danny Langdon has pub-
lished his 13th book, a fascinating 
tale of his lucky life story, asking: 
Are we born lucky or do we create 
our own luck? 

The evocative title, “Junkyard 
Kid: Born in a Warehouse – Trav-
eled the World,” welcomes read-
ers to the way Langdon approached life confidently 
as a result of numerous lessons learned.

He is the youngest of nine children. According to 
Langdon, writing one’s life story is a daunting but 
highly fulfilling task. That is largely “because you 
identify and link what you have done with the why,” 
he said.

Perhaps being born in a warehouse, the last 
child of a scrap metal and hide dealer, contributed 
to his profound curiosity about things? 

Perhaps having his father die when he was 7, 
and watching his wonderful mother (Mother of the 
Year in Idaho and first runner-up nationally) take 
over the business (using a cutting torch and loading 
tons of iron, representing both a woman and man) 
made him open to the world? Born at the business’ 

warehouse and raised in several 
junkyards meant so much to an 
inquisitive boy. Langdon was a 
wonderfully safe community. 

He was one of the first to join 
the Peace Corps -- and also met 
President John Kennedy -- in 
1962. 

He was married with two chil-
dren, remarried and had a re-
markably successful and fulling 
professional life as the author of 

what is known as The Language of Work Model. 
Langdon is a self-professed travel addict, having 

been to 90-plus countries, many of those three or 
four times. His 400-page memoir (available at Ama-
zon.com or Barnes and Noble) shares plenty of les-
sons for achieving a quality life both personally and 
professionally. 

His propensity toward humor adds a special el-
ement to his writing and how he approached life. 
Langdon will schedule a book reading at the Sud-
den Valley Library in the fall. To be on the invite list, 
email dannyinbell@yahoo.com. In the meantime, 
pick up a copy at Village Books, Barnes and Noble, 
or order online. 

Early readers who know Langdon say the book 
reads just like he is in real life.

Sudden Valley resident pens 13th book

Long-time Sudden Valley resident Danny Langdon has 
published his 13th book, titled, “Junkyard Kid: Born in a 
Warehouse – Traveled the World.” (Courtesy photo)

No Burn 
Zone: 
Sudden 
Valley 
prohibits 
open 
burning of 
yard debris 

Spring is here, and with it 
comes a renewed focus on yard 
care and cleanup. 

However, please remember 
that burning yard debris in Sud-
den Valley is prohibited.

Whether it’s wet leaves, twigs, 
or larger yard waste piles, open 
residential burning violates the 
Sudden Valley Community Asso-
ciation (SVCA) Rules and Regula-
tions. 

The first offense carries a $100 
fine. All violations are referred to 
the Northwest Clean Air Agency 
and the County Fire Marshal. 

Repeat violations may result in 
fines up to $1,000.

In addition to legal and pos-
sible wildfire concerns, burning 
yard debris negatively impacts air 
quality, triggers respiratory issues, 
and disrupts the enjoyment of our 
shared outdoor spaces.

Need to get rid of yard waste? 
Consider the following alterna-
tives:

• Use curbside yard waste pick-
up services.

• Drop off materials at local 
composting or green waste facili-
ties.

• Participate in community 
clean-up events (watch the Views 
and SVCA website for announce-
ments).

If you witness open burning, 
don’t hesitate to contact Security 
at 360-319-8200 or SVCA Admin-
istration to report the issue confi-
dentially. 

Let’s work together. Keep our 
community safe, clean and beau-
tiful.
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5100 Pacific Highway Ferndale, WA

360-676-1131

Lock Service & Tree Service
• Lock-Outs: Car and Home $60

• Car Transponder Keys Cloned 

      (Bladed Type) $60

• Post Office Locks Replaced $65 (360) 733-0648

AA Right- Steve Kure

• Take Down & Limbing

*Prices valid for Sudden Valley residents only

Serving Sudden Valley for 40 years. Cont. # AARIG**O66BD

FINANCIALS

The Bellingham – Mt. Bak-
er United States Post Office 
has begun to install the new 
mailbox locks in Sudden Val-
ley. 

However, the process is 
taking longer than expected 
due to staffing issues. 

The new locks are more se-
cure than the previous locks 

and should protect Sudden 
Valley residents against mail 
theft incidents.

Residents do not need to 
replace their mailbox keys. 

The only locks that have 
changed are the ones the 
Post Office uses.

If you have more ques-
tions or concerns regarding 
mail in Sudden Valley, please 
contact the post office on Or-
leans Street. 

If you believe you are still 
experiencing mail theft, 
please use https://mailtheft.
uspis.gov for future reports.

Mailbox lock replacement update
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Copyright©2024 Fairway Independent Mortgage Corporation (“Fairway”) NMLS#2289. 4750 S. 
Biltmore Lane, Madison, WI 53718,  1-866-912-
with any government agencies. These materials are not from HUD or FHA and were not approved by 
HUD or a government agency. Reverse mortgage borrowers are required to attend counseling 
sessions with a HUD-approved agency. The youngest borrower must be at least 62 years old. 
Monthly reverse mortgage advances may affect eligibility for some other programs. This is not an 
offer to enter into an agreement. Not all customers will qualify. Information, rates and programs are 
subject to change without notice. All products are subject to credit and property approval. Other 
restrictions and limitations may apply.  

 

• No mandatory monthly payments 
to age 150* 

• Supplement cash flow  
• Refinance your debt 
• Pay for in-home health care  
• Home renovations/improvements 
• Preserve retirement assets ** 
• Increase available cash reserves  
• Preserve equity and retain title  
• Purchase a more appropriate home  

Thinking About a Reverse Mortgage Loan? 

 

Mike Mitchell  
CMPS, CRMP 
 

 

 

 

 

*Borrower must live in the home, maintain it, and pay property-
related charges, like taxes and insurance (and HOA fees, if 
applicable). 

Please 
situation
 

NMLS 1179477 

 Call Now 
360-685-6850 
 

Or scan 

 

SIMPLE 1 SOLUTIONS LLC
CALL / TEXT US TODAY FOR FREE ESTIMATES:

(360) 261-4409

-LANDSCAPING              -YARD CLEANUPS
-WINDOW CLEANING                -GUTTERS
-PRESSURE WASHING           -JUNK HAULS

YEAR-ROUND SERVICES             Simple1now.com

FINANCIALS

By Kevin LeDuc
The Views

With the recent unseason-
ably warm and dry weather, it’s 
probably time for me to address 
the issue of non-golfers walk-
ing, jogging or riding on the golf 
course. 

It is somewhat of a chal-
lenging issue because the golf 
course sits on a beautiful piece 
of property and has nice paths 
that seem ideal for a walk, jog or 
a bike ride. 

Unfortunately, it is simply not 
safe to be on the golf course un-
less you are playing golf.

I know that over the years 
there have been several instanc-
es where non-golfers on the 
course have been confronted by 
golfers, sometimes politely and 
other times, unfortunately not 
so politely. 

These confrontations, our in-
ability to enforce the policy at all 
times and the policy itself can 
leave golfers and non-golfers 
frustrated.

The core of the problem, as I 
see it, is lack of awareness. Most 
people who chose to walk the 
course when not playing are 
non-golfers. 

The fact that they don’t golf 
means that they most likely are 
unaware of the damage that a 
golf ball travelling upwards of 
160 miles per hour can do if it 
were to strike them. 

It can cause serious injury or 
even death. I have seen mothers 
with baby strollers walk on the 
cart paths around blind corners 
where golf balls were literally fly-
ing right over their heads. 

Clearly these people and oth-
ers like them have no idea of the 
dangerous situation they are 
putting themselves and/or their 
loved ones in.  

I know that some commu-
nity members become offended 
when asked to not walk, jog or 
bike on the course. 

There is a feeling by some that 
it is a selfish act by someone who 
is irritated by the presence of a 
non-golfer on the course. 

However, it is critical these 
non-golfers understand that not 
only is it dangerous for them, but 
it is also not fair for them to put 
golfers in a position where they 
could be the ones responsible 
for causing serious injury to an-
other person.  

When I come upon a non-
golfer on the course, I make ev-
ery effort to calmly and politely 
explain to the individual why it 
is that they are not allowed onto 
the course. 

I find that almost without 
exception these individuals ap-
preciate the explanation and are 
happy to exit the course and re-
frain from using it for non-golf 
activities in the future.  

On the positive side for those 
non-golfers hoping to walk on 
the course, we will start our Sun-
day Foot Golf times on Sunday, 
June 8. 

On Sundays through Labor 
Day, when the lower nine holes 
are being used for Foot Golf 
only, there is no safety danger 
and therefore walking on the 
golf cart paths on the front nine 
is permitted. 

While Foot Golf starts at 5 
p.m., we can’t allow non-golf 
walking until 6 p.m. as we need 

to allow the traditional golfers to 
be done playing the front nine 
holes before non-golfing walkers 
arrive on the course.

As always, if you have any ques-
tions about this policy or any other 

aspect of the golf program, feel free 
to call or email me at the golf shop.

-- Kevin LeDuc is director of Golf 
PGA at the Sudden Valley Golf 
Club

Safety first on the Sudden Valley golf course
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MJD CONSTRUCTION
RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL

LIC #MJOCOCL807BP

SANTIAGO CORREA

360-770-8117
MJDCONSTRUCTION1@HOTMAIL.COM

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING
LANDSCAPING | STONE

TILE INSTALLATION
DRYWALL/TAPING

SIDING | FENCE | ROOFING

Sudden Valley Local! Licensed, Bonded & Insured

CLEANING WITH CARE BY MICHELE
Residential, Commercial, Apartments

Michele Hurley
360-306-7078 • Cleaningwithcarebymichele@gmail.com

Valley: Sudden Valley buzzing in preparation for summer
Continued from 4

• Completed recertification for 
maintenance staff in bucket and 
forklift operation.

Challenges
• The Firewise debris removal 

program, starting April 21, is con-
suming significant staff time and 
impacting other maintenance 
tasks.

Planned Work
• Complete Firewise prepara-

tions and mitigation efforts.
• Re-paint parking spaces at 

AM/PM Park and the Marina.
• Install additional kayak racks 

at the Marina and finalize Turf-
care fence repairs.

Recreation
Activity Summary

• Finalized kayak renewals and 
filled remaining wet slips at the 
Marina.

• Organized and supported the 
Christ the King Church Easter Egg 
Hunt, a well-attended commu-
nity event.

• Continued preparations for 
the SVCA Valley Fair, securing 
food, crafts, and entertainment 
vendors.

• Inventoried pool furniture 
and lifeguard equipment, ensur-
ing readiness for pool season.

• Interviewed candidates for 
lifeguard and recreation staff po-
sitions.

• We are seeking performers 
for the July 26 Valley Fair. Please 
contact Kyle Kaltenfeldt with your 
availability, fees and a description 
of your act talent.

Successes
• Eliminated the dry slip wait-

list, optimizing Marina storage al-
location.

• Launched a free monthly 
community yoga club in partner-
ship with a resident.

Challenges
• Managing the loss of a valued 

seasonal staff member transition-
ing to a new career opportunity.

Planned Work
• Finalize 2025 pool staff hiring 

and training.
• Submit a proposal for 2025 

Pickleball & Tennis Leagues.

Golf
Activity Summary

• Hosted the Master Par 3 and 
Opening Day events, marking a 
strong start to the season.

• Completed resodding of #9 
Green, with an estimated opening 
in mid-May.

• Aerated and overseeded the 

driving range grass tee, targeting 
an opening before May 

• Began Beginner and Ladies 
clinics, promoting inclusivity and 
skill development.

• Coordinated with The Skagit 
Casino for Stay and Play partner-
ship discussions.

Successes
• Improved course conditions 

due to favorable April weather, 
boosting player turnout.

• Successfully onboarded sea-
sonal staff, preparing for a busy 
season.

Challenges
• Wet March weather delayed 

some maintenance tasks, though 
recovery is underway.

Planned Work
• Promote upcoming member 

events and the PGA Jr. League 
starting May 6.

• Finalize preparations for out-
side tournaments and the Winter 
Series Championship.

Turf Care
Activity Summary

• Ramped up golf course mow-
ing to a conditioning pattern, en-
hancing playability.

• Completed spring aeration of 
greens, tee boxes and rough areas.

• Charged the irrigation sys-
tem after repairing initial leaks 
and breaks.

• Reshaped and resodded the 
chipping green, with an estimat-
ed opening in early June.

Successes
• Completed all winter/fall 

projects, including extensive Wil-
low tree pruning.

• Nearly finalized full seasonal 
staffing, with a review planned for 
late April.

Challenges
• Short staffing due to medical 

absences, though new hires are 
alleviating pressure.

Planned Work
• Wrap up sprinkler head 

clearing and continue irrigation 
system preparations.

• Monitor and treat #17 green 
for Crown Hydration injury as 
temperatures rise.

Community Engagement
Activity Summary

• Celebrated a successful Eas-
ter season with events like the 
Christ the King Church Easter Egg 
Hunt, which drew large crowds.

• Launched Community Gar-
den startups, with residents ac-
tively participating in plot assign-

ments and planting.
• Promoted the upcoming 

SVCA Valley Fair on July 26, fea-
turing field games, musical acts, 
a craft fair, a beer garden, a kids’ 
zone and food vendors.

• Began registration for sum-
mer Golf Junior Camps and Be-
ginner Clinics, encouraging youth 
participation.

• Supported the end-of-year 
activities at Sudden Valley School, 
including coordinating commu-
nity volunteers for graduation 
events.

Successes
• High community turnout for 

Easter events, fostering a sense of 
togetherness.

• Strong interest in Commu-
nity Garden plots, with all initial 
plots assigned.

Planned Work
• Promote summer events, in-

cluding Foot Golf, walking times, 
and the PGA Jr. League.

• Coordinate community 
volunteers for Sudden Valley 
School’s end-of-year ceremonies.

• Continue outreach for the 
SVCA Valley Fair, including social 
media campaigns and local busi-
ness partnerships.

Weather Historical Rainfall 
Jan. 1 to April 16, 2024: 21.84” Jan. 
1 to April 16, 2025: 19.84”

Thank you for your ongoing 
support and engagement. Stay 
connected through board meet-
ings, E-Blasts, community events, 
and our evolving website, sud-
denvalley.com, and let’s make 
this season one to remember in 
Sudden Valley.

-- Michael Bennett is General 
Manager of the Sudden Valley 
Community Association

FINANCIALS
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However, there is a very 
limited budget and the dying and 
hazardous trees are triaged to 
remove only the most dangerous, 
not simply hazardous.

We also have green belts and 
vacant lots littered with limbs, 
downed trees, decades of brush, 
and tall stumps intentionally 
left to rot — fuel for a forest fire 
— creating the foundation for a 
disaster. 

We have seen the dramatic 
and tragic effects of ignoring 
consequences of reality, basing 
forestry practices on ideology, 
in the near total destruction of 
Pacific Palisades and other whole 
towns and cities in California. 
Sudden Valley is not immune to 
fire. 

Given proper conditions, 
there would be no stopping a fire 
from consuming this communi-
ty. Given that we have extremely 
limited avenues of egress out of 
the Valley for emergency evacua-
tions, the casualty toll could eas-
ily exceed the deaths in Maui’s 
fire two years ago. 

We moved here almost three 
decades ago because we wanted 
to live among trees. We also 
hope to have a more aggressive 
practice that keeps the chance 
of a catastrophic wildfire as low 
as possible. We understand ef-
fective practices are expensive. 
However, it will be much less 
expensive than the loss of most 
or all of the homes in the Valley. 
George T. Williams
Sudden Valley

Editor’s note: Everyone who 
lives in Sudden Valley is con-
cerned about the danger of a 
forest fire here. Last November, 
mother nature demonstrated that 
there are other significant natural 
disasters that can threaten a 
community. The Bomb Cyclone 
toppled and damaged many trees 
not identified as hazard 
trees, lifting perfectly healthy 
large trees by their root balls and 
sent them crashing across roads 

and into houses throughout 
the Valley. The 2025 budget for 
hazard trees increased by over 
50% from last year demonstrat-
ing a commitment to funding 
critical activities of the Associa-
tion. It is becoming increasingly 
difficult to fund the association’s 
needs due to rising prices for ser-
vices, equipment, personnel sala-
ries and unpredictable weather 
events. I would encourage you 
to attend the upcoming Firewise 
Event, Board meetings and the 
budget town hall later in the year 
and share your thoughts on the 
fire danger and how Sudden Val-
ley can improve our response to 
this issue.

Italian night 
dinner at El Agave
Editor,

While Italian food is not on 
the menu, El Agave chefs possess 
diverse specialty skills which 
includes Italian food, which 
sounded good to our taste buds.

In March, Cruz presented a 
small group with a tasting meal 
of five main courses, two dif-
ferent salads and two different 
breads. We selected chicken cac-
ciatore, shrimp alfredo, lasagna, 
an Italian bread and a dinner 
salad.  The spumoni ice cream 
spoke for itself.

On Wednesday April 9, 60 
friends and neighbors gathered 
at El Agave for an Italian buffet 
dinner.  

These members all came to 
enjoy an Italian dinner complete 
with chatting up friends old 
and new. Mike Bennet, our new 
SVCA general manager, who 
came for dinner, enjoyed meet-
ing many community members 
in such an informal setting. Yet 
again, no politics mentioned or 
discussed, no we or them, just 
friendship and conversation 
throughout the room.

The big difference here was 
the buffet style, as many trips 
as one wanted. We gave Cruz a 

head count, he planned food ac-
cordingly, and there was plenty.  
The gathering list remained by 
invite only to control cost which 
was $22 plus tax per dinner.  Not 
a complaint in the crowd.

Folks started gathering at 
5:15 p.m. and by 5:40 p.m. the 
dining room was crowded, yet 
other diners seeking dinner by 

menu were also seated.  Cock-
tails, dinner, lots of conversation, 
introductions and mingling. No 
politics, great heart-felt commu-
nity friendship exchanges, smiles 
galore until around 7:30 p.m. 
when the group thinned down.

El Agave is in this community. 
Italian food is not on their menu, 
but then neither is BBQ chicken/

ribs, which is currently our next 
idea for a community dinner. 
They have good cooks with skills 
in making many different styles 
of food. If you want to gather 
a large group for a meal, don’t 
want the cleanup, or leave the 
valley, give Cruz a call.
Mitch Waterman
Sudden Valley

To place a classified ad, please email 
mitze@lyndentribune.com or call (360) 354-4444.

Deadline: 20th of each month
Monthly Rates: $15 per column inch

Full Service Painting
Interiors/Exteriors

Pressure Washing Driveways & Sidewalks
www.soundpaintingcompany.com

360-778-3323
Cont. # SOUNDPCO33DJ

PRESSURE WASHING & 
DUMP RUNS

 

  
360-312-8409

Pressure Washing of Decks, Rock Work, Driveways, 
Roofs, Gutters, Sidewalks, Houses

Dump Runs/Haul Away of Household & Yard Debris
Call now to set up an appointment!

GOOD NEIGHBOR 
GARDENING

May = Plant Trees, Shrubs, Perennials!
I Do- Planting; Pruning; Design/Redesign; 
Clean-Ups; Curb Appeal and Maintenance 

For Your Home, Second Home, Rental
Check me out on FACEBOOK

Contact Terry 360-671-7369

VACANT LOTS WANTED!
I continually have buyers looking for quality vacant lots
in Sudden Valley. Contact me for a market evaluation.

Greg Paul
360-739-7354
GregPaul@Remax.net

Landscape Clean Ups • Mowing • Pruning • Excavator Work
Weeding • Landscape Installation • Tree Work • Mulch
Gravel • Dirt • Dump Runs • Pressure Washing • More! 

ELITE LANDSCAPE 
& MINI-EXCAVATION LLC

 

 *ELITELM817BB 360-296-4824
www.EliteLandscapeExcavation.com

Ensure a healthy indoor environment with
our expert mini split cleaning services tailored

to your specific needs.
(360) 821-2321  |  Minisplitworx.com

MINISPLIT/HEAT PUMP
CLEANING SERVICES

LAWN MOWING & 
LANDSCAPING

 

  
CALL or TEXT 360-318-5426

Lawn Mowing, Hedge Trimming, 
Tree Trimming, Tree Removal/Limbing, Yard 
Cleanups, Hardscape Work, Excavation Work. 

Year-Round Maintenance Work!

Bathroom and Kitchen Remodels
Licensed & Bonded • Contractor # BELLIHW780C8

Call: 360-988-3012

Contact Mitze for details
360.354.4444 | mitze@lyndentribune.com

With thousands 
of readers 

picking up a 
copy every 

month, don’t 
miss out on this 
opportunity for 
new customers 

to find you.  

Deadline for the June edition
will be Wednesday, May 22nd

SVCA 
Drop-In 
Sports

Join other community residents at 
drop-in sports:

• CoEd Tennis – Tuesday at 5:45 p.m.
• CoEd Soccer, Ages 30+ – Thursdays at 
5:45 p.m.

• CoEd Soccer, Ages 8+ – Fridays at 5:45 
p.m.
• CoEd Soccer, All Ages – Saturday at 10 
a.m.
• CoEd Pickleball – Saturdays at 9:45 a.m.
Call 360-734-6430 for more information.

Letters: Supporting FireWise cleanup program
Continued from 3

For more information go 
to WWW.SUDDENVALLEY.COM
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ACC – Architectural Control
Committee
AGM – Annual General Meeting
BOD – Board of Directors
BMP - Best Management Prac-
tices
CC&Rs – Covenants, Conditions
& Restrictions
CIP – Capital Improvement Plan
CRRRF – Capital Repair and 
Replacement
Reserve Fund
CTK – Christ the King Church
DNR  - Washington State Depart-
ment of Natural 
Resources
DOE - Washington State Depart-
ment of Ecology
DRC – Document Review Com-
mittee
EIS - Emergency Information 
System
FTE – Full Time Employees
GIS - Geographic Information 
System
GM – Sudden Valley’s General
Manager
GMA – Growth Management Act
HOA – Homeowner’s Association
LAMIRD - Limited Areas of More 
Intensive Rural 
Development
LRPC – Long Range Planning 
Committee
LWPG – Lake Whatcom Policy 
Group
LWWSD - Lake Whatcom Water & 

Sewer District
MOU – Memorandum of Under-
standing
MPR – Multi-Purpose Room
N&E – Nominations and Elections
NPDES-  National Pollutant Dis-
charge Elimination 
System
OPS – Operations
PSE - Puget Sound Energy
PUD – Planned Unit Development
RCW - Revised Code of Wash-
ington
REC – Parks & Recreation De-
partment
RFP – Request for Proposals
RFQ – Request for Qualifications
ROW - Right-of-Way
SGM – Special General Meeting
SOP – Standard Operating 
Procedure
SVCA – Sudden Valley Commu-
nity Association
UDR – Undesignated Reserves
WCLS - Whatcom County Library 
System
WCOG - Whatcom Council of 
Governments
WCSO – Whatcom County Sher-
iff’s Office
WDFW - Washington State De-
partment of Fish and Wildlife
WTA - Whatcom Transportation 
Authority
WUCIOA – RCW 64.90 – The 
WA Uniform Common Interest 
Ownership Act 

SVCA acronyms

360-733-3700

1200 Lakeway Drive, Unit #2 
Bellingham, WA 98229

www.sunmarkproperties.com
email: sunmarkproperties@msn.com 

Jackie Ryan
Designated Broker

Vadim Kotsyuba
Broker

Azam Nader
Broker

TRUST YOUR LOCAL SALES OFFICE!

Sudden Valley Lake and Golf Course View One 
of the best views of Lake Whatcom, golf course and Stewart Mtn. 
Must see to appreciate! Lots of natural light w/clerestory windows 
in the living room & bedroom in this one level unit. Complete 
makeover with new floors, new kitchen deck. Enjoy the private rear 
patio watching the sun set in this peaceful & tranquil environment. 
Insulated 10x12 storage unit next to the carport plus extra new 
storage closets. Ridgefield has its own seasonal pool. Just minutes 
from pools, trails, golf course, beaches & more! $529,000

6177 Shamrock Rd., Maple Falls SELLER OFFERING 
20K TO BUYER RATE BUY DOWN! Just 25 minutes from 
Bellingham. Open-concept layout and vaulted ceilings in the 
living room. High-end finishes include custom cabinetry, quartz 
countertops, SS Appliances, durable waterproof vinyl and tile 
flooring. With 3 bdrms and 2 baths—including a spacious master 
suite—all on one level, this home is ideal for easy living. Step 
out onto the back patio and enjoy the massive 9k+ sq ft corner 
lot that’s conveniently located off of a cul-de-sac. Estimated 
completion is 5/12. $469,000

1011 Night Hawk Way, Everson Just 15 minutes 
from Bellingham! Open-concept layout and vaulted ceilings in 
the living room. High-end finishes include custom cabinetry, 
quartz countertops, gas stove and SS Appliances, a stylish tile 
backsplash, and durable waterproof vinyl and tile flooring. With 
3 bdrms and 2 baths—including a spacious master suite—all on 
one level, this home is ideal for easy living. Step out onto the back 
patio and enjoy the massive fully landscaped yard. This home is 
truly move in ready! $569,000

512 14th St., Bellingham Islands and Bellingham Bay view 
home. 1930 Craftsman, in prime location on South Hill, extensively 
renovated but retaining its charm for today’s modern lifestyle. All 
three floors updated with all solid wood trim, hardwood floors. Sun-
drenched living room w/gas fireplace & new double pane windows. 
New KitchenAid appliances, abundant storage & counter space in 
kitchen. 3 bdrm, 3.5 ba incl. new master bath. Private deck off living 
rm. New siding w/all new cedar trims wraparound the doors and 
windows. New plumbing, new electrical and roof. 2-car garage and 
finished office/art studio in the fully fenced yard. $1,898,000

FEATURED 
HOMES & LOTS

NEW PRICE

NEW LIS
TING

NEW LIS
TING

NEW LIS
TING

Are you looking for Stress-free Property Management?
Let us handle your rental with our 38 years of experience!

No smoking of any kind, no drugs. Applicants must have good credit. Call for application. 
Application fee - $35 single, $45 married.

SUDDEN VALLEY RENTAL LISTINGS

 Sudden Valley Pre-Leasing  4 bedroom 3 bath 
for August 1st, 2025. Rent $3200 

Fabulous 3 bedroom plus office/den home with luxurious finishes 
throughout. Large living room with fireplace and dining room and 
lovely side deck and front porch. Home has lots of natural light 
all day long, with gourmet kitchen and stainless-steel appliances. 
Stunning hardwood & slate flooring, with master suite with luxurious 
bath including double sinks, separate soaking tub and shower. All 
with a low maintenance yard, new roof, on demand water heater 
and level driveway! $599,000

512 14th St, Bellingham...............$1,898,000
1108 Night Hawk Wy, Everson........$630,000
5487 Wood Duck Ln, Blaine............$299,000
20 Sparrow Ct., Bellingham..............$89,000

Finn
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THE SUDDEN VALLEY IS SPONSORED BY:

10% OFF
Entire Purchase

With Coupon
One coupon per customer. 

Coupon cannot be combined with any
 other discounts. Expires 12/31/25.

Free local delivery with orders of $15+! 

(360) 738-3663
www.petstopinfo.net

Mon.-Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 9am-6pm

326 36th St, Sehome Village, Bellingham

Locally Owned Since 1993

Keep InformedThe following are the 
Sudden Valley Community 
Association’s various 
boards and committees.
To learn more about each, 
visit:
https://suddenvalley.com/
committee-information

• Board of Directors
• Architectural Control 
Committee (ACC)
• Document Review 
Committee
• Finance Committee
• Long-Range Planning 
Committee

• Nominations & Elections 
Committee
• Appeals Committee

Looking for Sudden Valley 
news and updates? Learn 
more through the following 
outlets:

Online: SuddenValley.com
This website is updated regularly 
with news, SVCA staff reports, 
and announcements as well as 
current meeting minutes, rules and 
regulations, and much more.

Social Media: Facebook & 
YouTube
Find the Sudden Valley Community 
Association on YouTube, where 
SVCA meetings of the Board of 
Directors and Committees are 
regularly posted, and Facebook for 
weekly announcements.

E-Mail: Sudden Valley 
Community Association 
e-Blast
Sign up for our e-blast to receive 
community event and other 
important updates delivered 
directly to your inbox.

Print Media: The Sudden 
Valley Views
Published each month and 
delivered by mail to property 
owners.  Also available for pick up 
in various community locations 
including the administration 
building, community center, and 
at the market. Please contact us 
if you wish to start or stop mail 
delivery.

Gate Signs
Meetings and events are also 
posted one-to-two weeks before 
they occur.


