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​Jo Anne Jensen, above, newly 
named general manager of the 
Sudden Valley Community As-
sociation, is a familiar face in 
the community. (SVCA photo)

Jo Anne Jensen 
returns as GM
By Taimi Van de Polder
SVCA Board VP

SUDDEN VALLEY — The Sudden 
Valley Community Association has an-
nounced the return of Jo Anne Jensen 
as general manager. 

Jensen replaces Michael Bennett, 
who stepped down due to personal 
family matters.

Jensen, a familiar face in the com-
munity, previously held the GM posi-
tion and reached out to Board Presi-
dent Keith McLean after learning of 
Bennett’s resignation. 

At the time, the Board had initiated 
a search for new leadership with Pro-
thman, the executive recruitment firm 
that assisted in past transitions.

After careful consideration and a 
strong endorsement from Prothman, 
the Board voted to offer the position 
to Jensen, who accepted. Her return 
marks a renewed chapter in Sudden 
Valley’s leadership.

Sudden Valley is grateful for Mi-
chael’s service and understanding of 
his need to step away. Jo Anne’s experi-
ence and dedication to Sudden Valley 
make her an ideal choice to step back 
into the role.

Jensen officially resumed her du-
ties on Monday, Oct. 27. Bennett’s final 
day was Saturday, Nov. 1, coinciding 
with the Association’s Annual General 
Meeting. As general manager, Jensen 
will prioritize continuity, community 
engagement and operational stability.

The Board extends its thanks to Ben-
nett for his leadership and commit-
ment to Sudden Valley, and wishes him 
and his family all the best in the future.

Board also ratifies 2026 
annual consolidated 
budget at Nov. 1 AGM 
By Bill Helm 
Editor

SUDDEN VALLEY — Sudden Valley’s 
new general manager was in attendance 
at the board’s 2025 AGM on Nov. 1

However, Jo Anne Jensen, who has tak-
en over for Michael Bennett, was not an-
nounced formally at the meeting.

The purpose of the AGM — Annual 
General Meeting — was to announce re-
sults of this year’s election and also to an-
nounce results of two measures brought to 
membership vote.

With 1,094 ballots received, newcom-
ers Sean Chaffee (749 votes), Jean Maxiner 
(729) and Joseph Adams (613) will join the 

SVCA announces new board members

Sudden Valley Community Association board members Linda Bradley and Rick Asai review information on the 
projection screen during the 2026 Annual General Meeting (AGM) on Nov. 1. (Bill Helm/The Views)

Above, Sudden Valley 
community members 
wait in line to sign in 
for the Nov. 1 annual 
general meeting, also 
known as AGM. At left, 
outgoing General Man-
ager Michael Bennett. 
(SVCA photo)
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By Allen Helvajian
SVCA Compliance Manager

The dense, beautiful forest 
canopy is arguably Sudden Valley’s 
most defining characteristic. 

To maintain this unique envi-
ronment, the Sudden Valley Com-
munity Association has strict poli-
cies governing the planting, care 
and removal of trees on all private 
properties.

Homeowners should be well-
versed in these rules, as nearly all 
changes involving trees require ap-
proval from the Architectural Con-
trol Committee.

Planting and Landscaping: 
Embracing Native Flora

The Architectural Control Com-
mittee encourages the use of native 
and non-invasive species to en-
hance your property while blend-
ing with the existing environment. 

New plantings should focus 
on species endemic to the Pacific 
Northwest.

Significant landscaping that 
involves the removal of native 
vegetation, extensive re-shaping, 
or the introduction of non-native 
plant material requires prior ACC 
approval.

Homeowners are responsible 
for controlling noxious weeds and 
invasive species such as Scotch 
Broom or English Ivy on their 
property.

Tree Maintenance and Pruning
General maintenance is expect-

ed, but major tree work requires 
specific reviews to protect the can-
opy. General pruning and removal 
of dead or dangerous limbs are 
typically permitted without ACC 
approval, provided the work does 
not fundamentally alter the health 
or appearance of the tree.

Pruning for view enhancement 
is permitted, but only with prior 
ACC approval. The work must be 
performed by a professional ar-
borist, and the method of pruning 
must adhere to recognized pro-

fessional standards (e.g., thinning 
rather than topping).

The policies prohibit clear-
cutting. Properties are expected to 
maintain their original density of 
trees and vegetation unless remov-
al is explicitly approved for build-
ing or safety.

Tree Removal: A Process 
of Necessity

Tree removal is the most heav-
ily regulated activity due to its 
permanent impact on the commu-
nity aesthetic. No Deciduous Trees 
more than eight inches in diameter 
or DBH (diameter at breast height) 
or Evergreen Trees with a DBH of 
12 inches in diameter may be re-
moved without a written Tree Re-
moval Permit issued by the ACC.

Permits are generally issued 
only for the following reasons: The 
tree is dead, diseased, or hazard-
ous (certified by a professional 
arborist). The removal is neces-
sary for the construction of an 
approved structure (e.g., a home, 
driveway, or approved extension).

The removal is necessary to 
meet fire safety or defensible space 
requirements.

Tree removal must be per-

formed by a professional tree con-
tractor who is properly licensed, 
bonded, and insured.  All stumps 
of removed trees must be ground 
down to below grade.

Consequences of 
Non-Compliance

Unauthorized cutting or remov-
al of significant trees is considered 
a serious violation of the governing 
documents and is subject to sub-
stantial penalties. Unauthorized 
tree removal can result in signifi-
cant monetary fines.

Furthermore, painting or defac-
ing a tree falls under the Destruc-
tion of Natural Resources category, 
which carries an initial fine of $500. 
The ACC may require the home-
owner to replant replacement trees 
of a suitable size and species at the 
homeowner’s expense to mitigate 
the damage to the canopy.

Homeowners are urged to con-
tact the SVCA Administration Of-
fice or the ACC prior to beginning 
any work that involves tree remov-
al or extensive pruning to ensure 
full compliance and avoid fines.

Let’s work together to preserve 
the stunning natural environment 
we all call home.

Kitchen/Bath Remodels
and Handyman House Repairs

Call Chris: 360-988-3012
Licensed & Bonded • Contractor # BELLIHW780C

www.bellinghamhomeworks.com
“I’m a Sudden Valley resident!”

• Lock-Outs: Car and Home

• Post Office Locks Replaced    $65 cash

Lock Service (360) 733-0648

AA Right- Steve Kure

Serving Sudden Valley for 40 years.
aarightlockservice.com

Cont. # AARIG**O66BD

COMPLIANCE CORNER

Your guide to tree management in Sudden Valley

The dense, beautiful forest canopy is arguably Sudden Valley’s most defining charac-
teristic. To maintain this unique environment, SVCA has strict policies governing the 
planting, care and removal of trees on all private properties. (SVCA photo)
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contact Mitze Kester at mitze@lyndentribune.com or call 
360.354.4444.

A garden 
between seasons
Editor,

Many residents may not realize we 
have an amenity tucked away in Area Z. 

The Sudden Valley Community Garden 
Club, founded in 2009, is one of the oldest 
clubs in our community. 

What began with a few neighbors and 
a WSU Community First grant has grown 
into a lasting legacy of connection.

Today the Garden includes 50 plots 
serving 50 Sudden Valley households and 
more than 100 Club members. Its impact 
extends far beyond the fence by fostering 
community building, recreation through 
gardening, and local food security.

The Club operates under a License for 
Use with the Sudden Valley Community 
Association, renewed every five years. 

This agreement allows the Club to use 
the Area Z property as a shared garden 
space and outlines the terms that keep it 
safe, accessible, and community focused. 

Members pay $40 in annual dues, 
which stay within the Club to maintain the 
garden, repair infrastructure, replace tools 
and hoses, and support shared activities. 

All work is done by volunteers.
This year’s License renewal overlapped 

with a separate directive from the Board 
to the GM to review utility costs for fiscal 
responsibility. 

The GM interpreted that directive to 
single out the garden’s water use and in 
June produced an estimate of $3,000 and 
sent a bill to the Club. That figure was later 
acknowledged as a gross overestimate and 

a water monitor is now in place for actu-
als, not estimates. 

Had the Club paid the bill levied by the 
GM, it would have added about $60 per 
plot, more than doubling current dues 
and bankrupting them. 

Further, how would a volunteer-run 
Club, who are not finance professionals 
and whose purpose is to grow tomatoes 
and community, collect and manage util-
ity bills on behalf of the SVA? 

SVA water runs April to October. The 
monitor installed in June, during the 
period of highest water use, has by now 
provided ample data to estimate realistic 
annual consumption. 

It was stated at a recent Board meeting 
that actual usage was substantially below 
the GM’s estimate. 

Despite this knowledge and the many 
letters and testimonies by Club members 
at Board meetings, the Board has not 
taken a formal vote on whether the Gar-
den Club should be billed for water, and 
recently suggested the matter may wait 
until January 2026.

Uncertainty has consequences. Twelve 
plots turned over this year, the largest loss 
in the garden’s history! Even residents 
on the waitlist have asked to be removed 
until the issue is resolved. 

One founding senior member sur-
rendered their plot rather than risk a new 
water fee.

The Area Z Community Garden is a 
shared community amenity, just like our 
parks and trails. If the Board believes wa-
ter use should appear in the SVA’s utility 
budget, that is a budgetary matter for the 
SVA, not a fee to impose on the Club who 
maintains the amenity.

As the garden rests for winter, our 
hope is simple. We ask our neighbors to 
share their views with the Board and dis-
cuss this issue with election candidates. 

We asked the Board to bring this mat-
ter to a formal vote at the Oct. 27 meeting 
so this long season of uncertainty could 
finally end. 

The garden, and the community it 
nurtures, deserve clarity, fairness and 
care.
Ahn Davidson 
Garden Manager, Area Z 
On behalf of the Sudden Valley 
Community Garden Club

Editor's note: At the Oct. 23, 2025 meeting, 
the Sudden Valley Community Associa-
tion's Board of Directors voted to charge 
the Area Z garden $10 per year per plot for 
water, which is approximately one-half of 
the anticipated cost.

Potential impacts of 
Lake Louise project
Editor,

Regarding a recent article using 
aquatic herbicides to rid Lake Louise of 
invasive water Lilies, did anyone contact 
the Lake Whatcom Water Quality Team 
(WWU, DOE, Public Works) about po-
tential impact of this project on creating 
more phosphorous from decaying water 
lilies entering Lake Whatcom from Austin 
Creek?

The dying lilies create more phos-
phorous in Lake Louise sediment which 
can be released in spring/early summer 

when there is turnover mixing of bottom 
hypolimnion waters with top epilimnion 
waters in Lake Louise.  
Lake Louise uses a weir which is peri-
odically opened to Austin Creek which 
dumps water into Lake Whatcom.

Has Public Works installed phospho-
rus filters between Lake Louise outfall 
to Austin Creek to capture phosphorous 
before effluent enters Lake Whatcom? 
EJ Ledet 
Sudden Valley

Editor's note: Manual eradication of the 
water lilies was attempted for two sum-
mers with limited success. AquaTechnex 
is a professional aquatic management 
company with extensive Pacific Northwest 
experience. 

Roll the #512
Editor,

Thanks to those who stepped out on a 
beautiful Oct. 1 to experience the ease of 
riding WTA’s #512 from Sudden Valley to 
Downtown Bellingham.

One rider, who regularly volunteers at 
WWU, took the opportunity to familiarize 
himself with the route to campus, Oth-
ers connected to the Fairhaven Amtrak 
Station where they could catch the train 
southbound to Seattle or northbound to 
Vancouver.

Thanks to our friendly #512 driver, 
Linda, and WTA’s travel trainer, Andrew 
Herndon, who plans to offer another Roll 
the #512 in spring.
Gregg Ramseth
Sudden Valley

FINANCIALS
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By Michael R. Bennett
Outgoing SVCA General Manager 

As the fall season settles into 
Sudden Valley, and those first 
frost days are seen, Association 
operations have transitioned 
smoothly from summer activity 
levels to maintenance and prepa-
ration tasks typical for this time of 
year, in preparation for winter.

Staff across all departments 
have shown exceptional team-
work as they close out 2025 proj-
ects and prepare facilities, infra-
structure and programming for 
the 2026 budget year.

Key priorities include com-
pleting fall facility closures, per-
forming aeration and stormwater 
maintenance, finalizing win-
ter preparations, and engaging 
members through seasonal com-
munity events such as Trunk or 
Treat and the Holiday Market.

The following is this month’s 
general manager’s report: 
Around the Valley.

Recreation department
The Recreation team is man-

aging a vibrant fall calendar, 
highlighted by the Trunk or Treat 
event on Oct. 25 and the nearly 
sold-out Holiday Market on Nov. 
22. 

Staff have also completed a 
tentative 2026 Events Calendar 

through August and are planning 
new programs and fitness activi-
ties for next year.

Facility maintenance remains 
a focus, with the Quiet Pool 
closed on Sept. 29, and 2026 Life-
guard Certification and Training 
dates confirmed. 

The team has also updated 
Marina dry slip assignments, re-
painted backstops and finalized 
2026 renewal forms for Marina 
and Kayak storage.

Recreation management con-
tinues to plan capital improve-
ments for new fitness equipment 
and is digitizing participant waiv-
ers for 2026. Muddy weather has 
increased cleaning demands 
in the gym, and a Community 
Center closure day is scheduled 
for deep cleaning and minor up-
grades.

Golf department
The Golf team successfully 

launched the Winter Series, 
drawing 126 players to the first 
event. Tournaments included the 
Oct. 18 Winter Series and the U.S. 
Kids Tour event, with 136 players 
on Oct. 19.

A 3% early renewal discount 
has been implemented in the 
POS system for 2026 membership 
payments. 

The team also held its Golf 
Club Annual Meeting on Oct. 25, 
and prepared for the 2025 season 
recap and 2026 tournament plan-

ning. 
Favorable weather supported 

excellent turf recovery following 
aerification, and collaboration 
with Turfcare remains strong.

Maintenance department
Maintenance continues to 

deliver an extensive range of 
seasonal and preventative work 
across the Valley, including the 
following:

• Installation of new direction-
al and informational signage

• Stormwater catch-basin 
cleaning and ditch maintenance

• Winter prep, brine mixing, 
and equipment servicing

• Facility improvements such 
as repainting, vegetation trim-
ming, and new kayak racks for the 
Welcome Center

• Coordination with Whatcom 
County for vegetation protection 
and school bus signage.

The department also support-
ed the Security Division follow-
ing a vehicle accident (SP-5 total 
loss), recovering and redeploying 
equipment. Work continues on 
bridge drainage, street sweeping, 
and winter snow removal opera-
tions readiness training.

Turfcare department
Turfcare has completed fall 

aeration of greens and tee boxes 
and applied lime to all greens. 
Equipment sharpening and con-
ditioning are underway. 

The Turfcare building renova-
tion begins at the end of October, 
and aeration of rough areas fol-
lows.

Rainfall through Oct. 15 totals 
29.43 inches for 2025, compared 
to 39.61 inches in 2024, providing 
improved working conditions for 
maintenance.

In Conclusion
Community participation re-

mains strong, and staff continue 
to advance CRRRF projects, pre-
pare to work with our newly elect-
ed board members, alongside our 
incumbent leaders, finalize 2026 
renewal materials, and prepare 
for holiday operations. 

Year-end budget forecasts, Re-
serve Study alignment, and win-
ter readiness are active manage-
ment priorities.

The Nov. 13 board meeting will 
include updates on capital prog-
ress, personnel transitions and 
2026 operational planning.

As 2025 nears its close, I want 
to extend my appreciation to 
SVCA staff and volunteers for 
their dedication and profession-
alism. Each department’s com-
mitment continues to reflect the 
pride and quality that define Sud-
den Valley.

The coming weeks will bring 
seasonally cooler weather and 
the warmth of community gath-
erings as we prepare for another 
successful year ahead.

invites you to a
Sudden Valley

WEDNESDAY,
NOVEMBER 12
5 P.M. - 7 P.M.
SUDDEN VALLEY
DANCE BARN
8 Barn View Dr.
Bellingham, WA 98229

We want to hear about issues in your
community and suggestions for story ideas.
Come meet CDN staff members and learn
more about our commitment to coverage
in Whatcom and Skagit counties.

Scan the QR code for more
information or visit
Cascadiadaily.com/events.

Sudden Valley Golf Club

No matter how 

often you play, 

there is a 

membership that 

is right for you!

Sudden Valley Golf Club
Golf Program Information

360-734-6435 
or Toll Free 855-506-2219    

 www.suddenvalleygolfcourse.com

  Full Member Privileges
• Unlimited Golf • Unlimited Range Balls • Preferred Tee Times • 
• Handicap Service • Locker Service • Golf Tournaments • 
• Limited Reciprocal Privileges at Area Private Clubs • 
• Golf Shop Discount • Social Events •

Full Membership Rates
Property Owners Annual Monthly Non-Property Owners Annual Monthly
Single $2,350 $200 Single $2,575 $215
Couple $3,525 $300 Couple $3,900 $330
Family of 3+ $3,750 $320 Family of 3+ $4,100 $350
Young Family (children 15 or younger)   Young Family (children 15 or younger) 
After Noon Play $1,675 $145 After Noon Play $1,875 $160
Senior Limited (62 & up, M-F) $1,725 $150 Senior Limited (62 & up, M-F) $1,900 $165
Intermediate (Ages 18 - 28) $1,175 $105 Intermediate (Ages 18 - 28) $1,275 $115
Junior (17 and Younger) $360 $38 Junior (17 and Younger) $390 $43

Associate Membership: Associate members receive three complimentary rounds of golf, 50% off 
all green fees, 50% off range balls, handicap service, a locker, preferred tee times, and may play in all 
Golf Club tournaments and participate in all social events. Cost: $550 / year  -  $50 / mo.
Social Membership: Social members receive two complimentary rounds of golf, 25% off all green fees, 
a locker, preferred tee times and may play in all Golf Club tournaments and participate in all social events. 
Cost: $150 / year ($175 / year with GHIN Handicap Service)

2026 Memberships Are On Sale Now!2026 Memberships Are On Sale Now!2026 Memberships Are On Sale Now!2026 Memberships Are On Sale Now!

Buy a 2026 Membership now and get the last month of 2025FREE!

AROUND THE VALLEY

SVCA staff showing ‘exceptional teamwork’ as 2025 closes
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www.nwhomes.net
info@nwhomes.net

360-647-5050 1937 Lake Whatcom Blvd, Bellingham, WA 98229

Fall Home 
Maintenance 
Clean gutters and downspouts

Inspect roof and flashing
Inspect and seal windows and doors

Service heating system and change
furnace filter

Test smoke and CO detectors

Schedule fireplace cleaning
Trim branches

Need help tackling your fall home checklist? 
Reach out for our list of trusted local vendors,  

from roofers to gutter pros, we’re happy to
connect you!

Add crawl space vent blocks

MJD CONSTRUCTION
RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL

LIC #MJOCOCL807BP

SANTIAGO CORREA

360-770-8117
MJDCONSTRUCTION1@HOTMAIL.COM

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING
LANDSCAPING | STONE

TILE INSTALLATION
DRYWALL/TAPING

SIDING | FENCE | ROOFING

Sudden Valley Local!

By Bill Helm 
Editor

LYNDEN — Sudden 
Valley Community Asso-
ciation’s Board of Directors 
approved three CRRRF ex-
penses at its Oct. 23 meet-
ing.

CRRRF stands for Capi-
tal Repair and Replace-
ment Reserve Fund.

The first approval was 
an additional $40,890.48 as 
a change order with Strem-
ler Gravel, Inc. for the com-
pletion of Phase II work 
and final commissioning of 
the Lake Louise Slide Gate 
Replacement project.

Phase I of the project 
was installation of a tem-
porary cofferdam, the re-
moval of the existing failed 
slide gate, an assessment 
of site conditions and the 
procurement of a new slide 
gate assembly.

Phase II will return the 

Lake Louise outfall struc-
ture to full operational ca-
pacity and includes the fol-
lowing:

• Demolition and re-
moval of the existing con-
crete headwall.

• Construction of a new 
reinforced concrete head-
wall suitable for the new 
slide gate assembly.

• Installation of the new 
slide gate currently on or-
der.

• Removal of the tempo-
rary cofferdam and site de-
watering equipment.

• Final grading and site 
restoration of the work 
area.

More information on 
this project is included in 
the SVCA Board’s Oct. 23 
agenda at suddenvalley.
com.

Next, the SVCA Board 
approved an expense not 
to exceed $35,000 to re-
place two snowplows and 

sanders. This equipment, 
according to SVCA General 
Manager Michael Bennett 
in an Oct. 23 memo to the 
Board, is essential to the 
association’s winter opera-
tions.

According to Bennett’s 
memo, the association op-
erates six plow-equipped 
trucks used during snow 
events to maintain accessi-
bility on community roads.

“Staff inspected all snow 
removal equipment and 
determined that the sand-
er on OP-28 is beyond its 
useful life,” Bennett wrote 
in his memo. “Addition-
ally, the new maintenance 
truck (replacing OP-23) 
requires plow and sander 
installation. The Kubota 
UTV snowplow blade is 
also worn and should be 
replaced.”

Bennett also stated that 
the association’s remaining 
snow removal equipment 

“is in serviceable condi-
tion.” He also explained to 
the Board that the sand-
ers and plows that will be 
replaced “have limited 
value, so they will be kept 
for emergency backup or 
parted out for repairs.”

More information on 
this project is included in 
the SVCA Board’s Oct. 23 
agenda at suddenvalley.
com.

Also, the Board ap-
proved the allocation of as 
much as $56,243 to trade 
in and purchase a replace-
ment maintenance truck.

Bennett explained in an 
Oct. 23 memo to the Board 
that although the associa-
tion’s current maintenance 
truck is “relatively low in 
mileage” it “exhibits un-
dercarriage rust and is ap-
proaching the age when 
maintenance costs will ac-
celerate and its resale value 
will diminish.”

“Replacing the truck on 
schedule ensures contin-
ued operational reliabil-
ity and maximizes trade-in 
value,” Bennett stated in his 
memo.

The association’s main-
tenance truck is regularly 
used to tow vac-trailers and 
dump trailers, snowplow 
and sand during winter 
months, and general main-
tenance and operational 
support.

SVCA has three quotes 
for different replacement 
maintenance trucks. Fac-
toring in trade-in allow-
ance on the current truck, 
a 2016 Chevrolet 3500, 
the net estimated cost 
of the new maintenance 
truck would cost between 
$32,000 and $$49,000. 
The quotes are based on 
“equivalent trucks capable 
of meeting SVCA’s opera-
tional needs.”

Any money in excess 

of the net estimated cost 
would be returned to 
CRRRF, Bennett stated in 
his memo.

The Sudden Valley 
Community Association 
Board of Directors also ap-
proved the following Board 
policies:

• 1996.07 Rescind Build-
ing Permits

Language is included in 
updated ACC Manual

• Updated Association 
Involvement in Member 
Property Matters

• Updated Purchasing 
Policy

Returning from execu-
tive session the Board vot-
ed to approve the sale of 
SVCA lot 33 Louise View 
Drive for $25,000.

The SVCA Board took no 
actions in its Oct. 9 meet-
ing.

-- Contact Bill Helm at bill@
lyndentribune.com

SVCA Board approves three CRRRF expenses

Seniors and individuals with 
disabilities living in Washington 
State may be eligible for prop-
erty tax relief through exemption 
and deferral programs offered by 
Whatcom County.

The  Property Tax Exemption 
Program  is designed to reduce 
property taxes for qualifying 
homeowners whose primary resi-
dence is in Washington.

To be eligible, applicants must 
meet four key criteria:

• Age or Disability Status: As 
of Dec. 31 of the year before taxes 
are due, applicants must be at 
least 61 years old, unable to work 
due to a disability, or a disabled 
veteran who meets approved cri-
teria.

• Homeownership: The ap-

plicant must own the home for 
which the exemption is claimed.

•  Primary Residence: The 
property must be the applicant’s 
principal place of residence.

• Income Requirements: 
Household income must fall 
within the program’s qualifying 
limits.

For those who do not qualify 
for the exemption, the  Limited 
Income Deferral Program  offers 
an alternative. 

This program allows eligible 
homeowners to postpone pay-
ment of property taxes or special 
assessments.

Unlike the exemption, it does 
not reduce the tax amount. In-
stead, the Washington State De-
partment of Revenue pays the 

deferred taxes and assessments 
to the county treasurer on the 
homeowner’s behalf.

Applications for both pro-
grams can be submitted online or 
by mail. 

For those preferring to apply 
by mail, forms are available for 
pickup at the Welcome Center.

Residents with questions 
are encouraged to contact the 
Whatcom County Assessor’s Of-
fice at  360-778-5050  or via email 
at  PropertyTaxExemptions@
co.whatcom.wa.us.

County offers property tax relief for 
seniors and people with disabilities

Nov. 15
NSEA Salmon Sighting, Chuckanut Creek
NSEA Salmon Sighting, Chuckanut Creek from noon-3 
p.m. at 1467 Chuckanut Drive N., Bellingham. As fall looms 
closer, coho and chum salmon begin their return to rivers 
and creeks. More information: agarritano@n-sea.org.
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Saturday, Dec 6th
5:00 PM

8 Barn View Ct.
Movie in 
the Barn

Photos with
the Grinch

Treats &
Drinks

Dental
Care
for the

Whole
Family

360-527-2334  •  cmillerkw@gmail.com  •  www.hicllc.net

Medicare Open Enrollment Ends Dec. 7
Individual Open Enrollment Ends Jan. 15

Call for your appointment today.

By Nakell Jones
The Views

Sudden Valley’s Community Center is home 
to the fitness center, recreation department, local 
clubs, and a growing lineup of community events. At 
the heart of it all is Recreation Manager Kyle Kalten-
feldt, who helps bring these programs and activities 
to life.

A graduate of Western Washington University 
with a degree in business management and eco-
nomics, Kaltenfeldt’s path to recreation began dur-
ing college when he worked as a competitive gym-
nastics coach. It was there that he discovered his 
passion for youth sports and community engage-
ment.

After graduating, he joined a local nonprofit, 
where he helped rebuild and relaunch athletic pro-
grams that had been paused during the pandemic. 
Two and a half years later, Kaltenfeldt joined the 
Sudden Valley team to continue growing his career 
in recreation management.

Kaltenfeldt joined the Sudden Valley Community 
Association in August 2023 as chief of staff and tran-
sitioned into his current role as recreation manager 
in October 2024. Since then, he’s been focused on 
expanding recreational opportunities for residents 
of all ages.

One of his favorite projects so far has been in-
troducing Water Aerobics in partnership with the 
YMCA.

“It received fantastic feedback from participants,” 
he said. “It’s been great to see how much residents 
have enjoyed it.”

When he’s not organizing programs or events, 
Kaltenfeldt stays active. 

“I love participating in adult recreational sports,” 
he said. “I compete in an adult gymnastics league, 
play both indoor and outdoor soccer, and just 
wrapped up a season in an adult softball league.”

Around Sudden Valley, you’ll often find him 
paddleboarding from PM Beach, golfing, or running 
laps around Lake Louise — his favorite local spots to 
get moving and enjoy the outdoors.

Looking ahead, Kaltenfeldt and the recreation 

department are planning a busy year for 2026. Resi-
dents can look forward to trivia nights, movie nights, 
play days at local parks, a week-long youth sports 
camp, and several new adult sports tournaments.

For those interested in getting involved, Kalten-
feldt encourages residents to stop by the Commu-
nity Center to sign up for current clubs and activities 
— or share ideas for future ones. “Community input 
is a big part of what makes our programs great,” he 
said.

When asked how he sees community recreation 
evolving in the future, Kaltenfeldt said, “One of the 
three pillars SVCA was founded on is promoting 
community engagement — and that’s exactly what 
we strive to do. Whether it’s a program for three peo-
ple or three hundred, our goal is to keep finding new 
ways to bring neighbors together and strengthen 
connections throughout the Valley.”

This year’s People’s Choice Trunk winners were Kel-
cie, Tom and Calvin with their fun and colorful Bluey-
themed trunk. Thank you to everyone who came out 
and made our annual Trunk or Treat event such a great 
success. (Nakell Jones/The Views)

People’s Choice Trunk winners Meet Rec Manager Kyle Kaltenfeldt

Kyle Kaltenfeldt
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Saturday December 13, 2025
9am - 11:30am

Saturday December 13, 2025
9am - 11:30am

4 Clubhouse Circle
(360) 393-3853

will be hosting...

By Nakell Jones
The Views

Sudden Valley held its annual Trunk 
or Treat on Saturday, Oct. 25 at the 
Community Center.

Families came dressed in their best 
costumes to celebrate the Halloween 
season with neighbors and friends. 
The event brought together decorated 
trunks, plenty of treats and community 
spirit.

Participants transformed their trunks 
into creative and eye-catching displays. 
Trunks were decorated in themes rang-
ing from pirates to the Haunted Man-
sion. Children made their way from 
trunk to trunk, collecting candy and ad-
miring the impressive decorations.

Families also had the chance to 
cast their votes for this year’s People’s 
Choice Trunk at the gazebo. It was a 
close call, but the fan favorite turned 
out to be a Bluey-themed trunk created 
by locals Kelcie, Tom and baby Calvin. 
Their playful and colorful display cap-
tured the hearts of attendees of all ages. 
The winning family received a custom-
themed plaque and a gift card to Tino’s 
Pizza.

Inside the Community Center, CTK 
hosted a craft and bingo room that of-
fered a fun indoor option and a break 
from the chilly fall weather. Children 
enjoyed making ghost-themed paper 
plate crafts and playing games together, 
adding another layer of excitement to 
the day’s festivities.

In addition to the Halloween fun, 
attendees were treated to a variety of 
refreshments. Local vendor Seashells 
Coffee kept guests energized with cof-
fee, tea and specialty energy drinks, 
while Street Dogz served up hotdogs 
and kettle corn.

The Trunk or Treat has become a be-
loved Sudden Valley tradition, offering 
a safe and family-friendly way to cele-
brate Halloween while connecting with 
neighbors. 

Events like these highlight the strong 
sense of community that makes Sudden 
Valley such a special place to call home.

The Sudden Valley Community As-
sociation extends its gratitude to all 
volunteers, vendors and residents who 
contributed to making this year’s Trunk 
or Treat another spooktacular success. 

We can’t wait to celebrate Halloween 
with the community again next year.

Community gathers for annual Trunk or Treat

Community members went all 
out decorating their vehicles 
in creative themes for Sudden 
Valley’s annual Trunk or Treat. 
(Nakell Jones/The Views)
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www.DiscoverSuddenValley.com  
360-739-7354

GREG PAUL
• The Top Producer in Unit Sales in Sudden Valley
• Experienced Negotiation Skills
• Strong Online Presence
• Knowledgeable in the

Amenities, Services,
Regulations & Structure
of Sudden Valley

New Homes Under Construction - And Available In 2025 / 2026!

GregPaul@Remax.net
(360) 223-9297
John.Maurer@movement.com

John Maurer, NMLS 487494 
• Down payment grant up to 3% program 
• USDA zero-down mortgages 
• Renovation loans • New construction
• Sudden Valley resident
• 30+ years lending experience

Great Time to Consider A New Home!
-  High Energy E�ciency
-  Heating & Cooling
-  Soaring Ceilings
-  New Appliances
-  Amazing Primary Suites

5100 Pacific Highway Ferndale, WA

360-676-1131

FINANCIALS

AGM: SVCA announces new board members
Continued from 1

Sudden Valley Board of Directors 
for the next three years.

Incumbent Linda Bradley, 

with 477 votes, did not retain 
her seat. 

Bradley, however, said after 
the meeting she planned to ap-
ply to join the Nominations & 

Elections Committee (N&E).
Unchallenged, Terry Niblack 

received 845 votes to join the 
Architectural Control Commit-
tee (ACC). 

This post is also for three 
years. 

There are still four openings 
for the ACC, which is respon-
sible for reviewing requests to 
make exterior modifications to 
your property. 

These may include requests 
regarding limbing or removing 
a tree, general landscaping, ex-
terior paint, adding or replacing 
a patio, roof, skylight, deck, gen-
erator, heat pump, playground 
equipment, gutters, windows or 
anything else that changes the 
look of the exterior of the prop-
erty.

The ACC normally has meet-
ings the first and third Thurs-
days of every month. 

Generally one is scheduled 
at 9 a.m. meeting and one is 
scheduled at 5 p.m. 

However, the schedule is 
subject to change. 

Please be sure to check the 
Agenda and Minutes page at 
suddenvalley.com to confirm 

dates, times and deadlines for 
request submissions.

At the Nov. 1 AGM Sudden 
Valley had no candidates for its 
Nominations & Elections Com-
mittee. 

With five openings, this post 
is for two years. N&E is a stand-
ing committee charged with the 
oversight of all election activi-
ties. 

They not only solicit candi-
dates for the Board and their 
own committee for annual elec-
tion, but they also solicit candi-
dates for the Finance & Archi-
tectural Control Committees.

This committee usually 
meets the last Monday of the 
month at 6:30 p.m. in Multipur-
pose Room A.

Also on Nov. 1, the associa-
tion’s participating members 
voted 474-601 to approve the 
$8,103,858 annual consolidated 
budget for 2026. 

Projected assessment rev-
enue is $5,907,161, other op-
erating revenue is a projected 
$2,196,697.

The total monthly dues (op-
erations and capital dues) for 
the proposed 2026 annual con-

solidated budget are $167.21 for 
a developed lot, $158.79 for an 
undeveloped lot.

Although more people vot-
ed to reject the budget than to 
approve it, the Revised Code 
of Washington State (RCW) 
64.90.525 states that the budget 
is ratified if not rejected by own-
ers holding a majority of votes 
in the association.

According to Sudden Val-
ley Nominations and Elections 
Chair Rob Gibbs, 3,025 ballots 
were mailed to eligible mem-
bers. This means at least 1,514 
eligible members would have 
had to vote 'no' to reject the 
budget -- that's 50% plus one. 

With 601 dissenting votes, 
that's just shy of 20% who re-
jected the budget.

The association’s participat-
ing members voted also 773-293 
to approve a bylaw amendment 
to provide for fines for owners 
who “fail to comply with SVCA 
bylaws and required govern-
mental regulations pertaining 
to the leasing or rental of their 
property in Sudden Valley." 

This measure required two-
thirds support from its partici-
pating voting members.

At Sudden Valley’s Nov. 4 or-
ganizational meeting, the board 
named its executive team for 
2026. 

The 2025 treasurer, Rick 
Asai is now the board's presi-
dent. President in 2025, Keith 
McLean is now vice president. 
New to the board, Jean Maixner  
will serve as treasurer. Vice 
president in 2025, Taimi Van de 
Polder is now the board's secre-
tary.

Other continuing board 
members include Rob Gibbs, 
Tom Henning, Ray Meador, 
Laurie Robinson and Daniel 
Rodriguez.

-- Contact Bill Helm at bill@
lyndentribune.com.
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Contact Mitze for details
360.354.4444 | mitze@lyndentribune.com

With thousands of 
readers picking up a 
copy every month, 

don’t miss out on this 
opportunity for new 

customers to find you.  

Deadline for the December edition
will be Wednesday, Nov. 19th

FINANCIALS

Submitting articles to the editor
SVCA members are encouraged to submit articles of interest for inclusion in the 

Views. Member submitted articles should focus on areas of interest to the Sudden Val-
ley community.

Opinions, complaints, and politicking belong in the Letters to the Editor, and will 
not run as a member feature article. 

Articles promoting a vendor’s services, or advertisements disguised as articles, will 
not be accepted.

The Views has a separate mechanism for advertising a business, and that is where 
such information should be kept. 

However, to provide fair and equal access, consecutive submissions by a member 
will not be permitted.

In other words, members who have already had an article published may not sub-
mit an article for the following issue.

Nov. 22-23: Lest We Forget
Lest We Forget a heartbreaking chapter in U.S. history, Whatcom 
Chorale reprises Sarah Mattox’s exquisite Heart Mountain Suite. 
Performances Saturday, Nov. 22 at 5 p.m. and Sunday, Nov. 23 at 
3 p.m. Tickets available at Village Books Fairhaven and at what-
comchorale.org. Concerts at Christ the Servant Lutheran Church 
in Bellingham at 2600 Lakeway Drive.
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Copyright©2024 Fairway Independent Mortgage Corporation (“Fairway”) NMLS#2289. 4750 S. 
Biltmore Lane, Madison, WI 53718,  1-866-912-
with any government agencies. These materials are not from HUD or FHA and were not approved by 
HUD or a government agency. Reverse mortgage borrowers are required to attend counseling 
sessions with a HUD-approved agency. The youngest borrower must be at least 62 years old. 
Monthly reverse mortgage advances may affect eligibility for some other programs. This is not an 
offer to enter into an agreement. Not all customers will qualify. Information, rates and programs are 
subject to change without notice. All products are subject to credit and property approval. Other 
restrictions and limitations may apply.  

 

• No mandatory monthly payments 
to age 150* 

• Supplement cash flow  
• Refinance your debt 
• Pay for in-home health care  
• Home renovations/improvements 
• Preserve retirement assets ** 
• Increase available cash reserves  
• Preserve equity and retain title  
• Purchase a more appropriate home  

Thinking About a Reverse Mortgage Loan? 

 

Mike Mitchell  
CMPS, CRMP 
 

 

 

 

 

*Borrower must live in the home, maintain it, and pay property-
related charges, like taxes and insurance (and HOA fees, if 
applicable). 

Please 
situation
 

NMLS 1179477 

 Call Now 
360-685-6850 
 

Or scan 

 

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

CLEANING WITH CARE BY MICHELE
Residential, Commercial, Apartments

Michele Hurley
360-306-7078 • Cleaningwithcarebymichele@gmail.com

FINANCIALS

How to submit your letters to the editor
The Sudden Valley Views encourages letters to the editor. 
However, submissions must refrain from attacking individuals without providing supporting documen-

tation or a rational and legally defensible justification.
Letters should be emailed to bill@lyndentribune.com and should not exceed 550 words.
Your letter must include your full name, complete address and telephone number. 
Your address and telephone number will not be printed in the newspaper, but will be used for verifica-

tion by newspaper staff.
Neither unsigned letters nor letters containing personal attacks of a libelous nature will be published.
The Sudden Valley Views reserves the right to edit or refuse any letter. 
All columns and letters on the opinion page are the views of the authors and do not necessarily reflect 

the views of the Sudden Valley Views newspaper.
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To place a classified ad, please email 
mitze@lyndentribune.com or call (360) 354-4444.

Deadline: 20th of each month
Monthly Rates: $15 per column inch

Want to see what advertising in the Views Want to see what advertising in the Views 
can do for your business?can do for your business?

Email mitze@lyndentribune.com
 or call (360) 354-4444 for more info.

Full Service Painting
Interiors/Exteriors

Pressure Washing Driveways & Sidewalks

www.soundpaintingcompany.com

360-778-3323

PRESSURE WASHING & 
DUMP RUNS

 

  
360-312-8409

Pressure Washing of Decks, Rock Work, Driveways, 
Roofs, Gutters, Sidewalks, Houses

Dump Runs/Haul Away of Household & Yard Debris
Call now to set up an appointment!

GOOD NEIGHBOR 
GARDENING

November = Plant Bulbs, Trees, 
Shrubs, Perennials!

I Do- Planting; Pruning; Design/Redesign; 
Clean-Ups; Curb Appeal and Maintenance 

For Your Home, Second Home, Rental
Contact Terry 360-671-7369

VACANT LOTS WANTED!
I continually have buyers looking for quality vacant lots
in Sudden Valley. Contact me for a market evaluation.

Greg Paul
360-739-7354
GregPaul@Remax.net

Landscape Clean Ups • Mowing • Pruning • Excavator Work
Weeding • Landscape Installation • Tree Work • Mulch
Gravel • Dirt • Dump Runs • Pressure Washing • More! 

ELITE LANDSCAPE 
& MINI-EXCAVATION LLC

 

 *ELITELM817BB 360-296-4824
www.EliteLandscapeExcavation.com

LAWN MOWING & 
LANDSCAPING

 

  
CALL or TEXT 360-318-5426

Lawn Mowing, Hedge Trimming, 
Tree Trimming, Tree Removal/Limbing, Yard 
Cleanups, Hardscape Work, Excavation Work. 

Year-Round Maintenance Work!

SIMPLE 1 SOLUTIONS LLC
CALL / TEXT US TODAY FOR FREE ESTIMATES:

(360) 261-4409

-LANDSCAPING              -YARD CLEANUPS
-WINDOW CLEANING                -GUTTERS
-PRESSURE WASHING           -JUNK HAULS

YEAR-ROUND SERVICES             Simple1now.com

(360) 440-9130 • 125 W. Badger, Lynden
www.polsongeneralcontractorllc.com

POLSON GENERAL CONTRACTORS LLC
New Construction, Additions, Kitchen and Bath Remodels

Contractors # POLSOGC817NA

$100 OFF
For first time customers

Handyman Special!

ALL Residential
Handyman Services

From Now Until
November 30thFREE

ESTIMATES!
CALL

TODAY!
Seniors Save 

An Additional 10%

Worn or Broken Keys Fixed

(360) 733-0648
Cont. # AARIG**O66BD

AARIGHT-STEVEKURE

Car Transponder Keys in Sudden Valley

(360) 733-0648
Cont. # AARIG**O66BD

AARIGHT-STEVEKURE

Lockouts- Car and Home in Sudden Valley

(360) 733-0648
Cont. # AARIG**O66BD

AARIGHT-STEVEKURE

Mailbox locks replaced in Sudden Valley

(360) 733-0648
Cont. # AARIG**O66BD

AARIGHT-STEVEKURE

ACC – Architectural 
Control
Committee
AGM – Annual General 
Meeting
BOD – Board of Directors
BMP - Best Management 
Practices
CC&Rs – Covenants, 
Conditions
& Restrictions
CIP – Capital Improve-
ment Plan
CRRRF – Capital Repair 
and Replacement
Reserve Fund
CTK – Christ the King 
Church
DNR  - Washington State 
Department of Natural 
Resources
DOE - Washington State 
Department of Ecology
DRC – Document Review 
Committee
EIS - Emergency Infor-
mation System
FTE – Full Time Employ-
ees
GIS - Geographic Infor-
mation System
GM – Sudden Valley’s 
General
Manager
GMA – Growth Manage-
ment Act
HOA – Homeowner’s As-
sociation
LAMIRD - Limited Areas 
of More Intensive Rural 
Development
LRPC – Long Range Plan-
ning Committee
LWPG – Lake Whatcom 
Policy Group
LWWSD - Lake Whatcom 
Water & Sewer District

MOU – Memorandum of 
Understanding
MPR – Multi-Purpose 
Room
N&E – Nominations and 
Elections
NPDES-  National Pollut-
ant Discharge Elimina-
tion 
System
OPS – Operations
PSE - Puget Sound En-
ergy
PUD – Planned Unit De-
velopment
RCW - Revised Code of 
Washington
REC – Parks & Recre-
ation Department
RFP – Request for Pro-
posals
RFQ – Request for Quali-
fications
ROW - Right-of-Way
SGM – Special General 
Meeting
SOP – Standard Operat-
ing Procedure
SVCA – Sudden Valley 
Community Association
UDR – Undesignated 
Reserves
WCLS - Whatcom County 
Library System
WCOG - Whatcom Coun-
cil of Governments
WCSO – Whatcom 
County Sheriff’s Office
WDFW - Washington 
State Department of Fish 
and Wildlife
WTA - Whatcom Trans-
portation Authority
WUCIOA – RCW 64.90 – 
The WA Uniform Com-
mon Interest Ownership 
Act 

SVCA acronyms
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360-733-3700

1200 Lakeway Drive, Unit #2 
Bellingham, WA 98229

www.sunmarkproperties.com
email: sunmarkproperties@msn.com 

Jackie Ryan
Designated Broker

Vadim Kotsyuba
Broker

Azam Nader
Broker

TRUST YOUR LOCAL SALES OFFICE!

1 Lake Louise Dr #42, Lakeridge Condominium  
Current Best Buy! Spacious single-level condominium feat. attached 
single-car garage converted into an office. Open floor plan w/
vaulted ceilings, high windows, and stainless-steel appliances. 
Newer gas furnace and lg primary bedroom w/ensuite bathroom. 
All appliances are included! The Lakeridge complex offers private 
amenities including a swimming pool and tennis court. $137,000 
Special Assessment for complete exterior renovations, incl. new 
windows, decks, roof, siding, paint. Assessment may be paid in full 
at closing or financed at $1,100/month at 7% interest. $210,000

63 Lake Louise Drive, Bellingham Affordable Pacific 
Northwest Living: beautifully remodeled 3-bedroom, 1-bath home 
nestled in the Sudden Valley Gate 2. Featuring a bright, open 
concept living space with soaring vaulted ceilings and abundant 
natural light, this home offers a warm and welcoming atmosphere. 
Set on a level driveway and surrounded by mature trees, enjoy 
year-round privacy and serene territorial views. Just steps from the 
picturesque Lake Louise trail. Enjoy access to beaches, a marina, 
golf course, public trails, community parks, and more—all part 
of the vibrant Sudden Valley lifestyle. $398,000

7933 Oregon Trail, Maple Falls Just 25 minutes 
from Bellingham, this beautifully situated home offers the 
perfect blend of convenience and comfort. Designed with 
an open-concept layout and vaulted ceilings in the living 
room, the space lives larger! High-end finishes include 
custom cabinetry, quartz countertops, SS Appliances, and 
durable flooring. With 3 bedrooms and 2 bathrooms— 
including a spacious master suite—all on one level, this 
home is ideal for easy living. Step out onto the back patio 
and enjoy the outdoors! BONUS 350 sq ft storage attic 
space above garage w/ pull down stairs, this home has 
it all! Come check it out! $430,000

FEATURED 
HOMES & LOTS

NEW PRICE

NEW LIS
TING

SOLD SOLD

Are you looking for Stress-free Property Management?
Let us handle your rental with our 38 years of experience!

No smoking of any kind, no drugs. Applicants must have good credit. Call for application. 
Application fee - $35 single, $45 married.

SUDDEN VALLEY RENTAL LISTINGS

Furnished water and golf course views, 2 bedrooms, 1 bath, condo. 
Water and sewer included. Great credit, no pets. Rent $2000 

Gate 3  Small house; 3 small bdrm, 1 ba. Long term lease. Rent $1850

Stunning water, mtn, White Rock, BC views & gorgeous sunsets on 
Semiahmoo Bay. Oversized windows in nearly-new 4-bdrm, 2.5-ba 
w/open floor plan. Main level features lg primary suite w/en-suite 
ba, plus 4th bdrm or den, gourmet kitchen + laundry room. Lower 
level incl. two large bdrms, a ¾ ba, family rm and kitchenette, 2nd 
laundry rm ideal for multi-generational living. Updated w/quartz 
countertops, lg walk-in closets, central A/C w/heat pump, fireplace, 
and waterside decks w/new Trex decking and lg patio. Addtl. 
features: a generator, and 2538 finished sq.ft. + 900 unfinished 
sq.ft. basement. Private community beach access. $889,000

5487 Wood Duck Lp, Blaine............$359,000
20 Sparrow Ct., Bellingham..............$79,000

 Pearl & Rockford
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THE SUDDEN VALLEY IS SPONSORED BY:

10% OFF
Entire Purchase

With Coupon
One coupon per customer. 

Coupon cannot be combined with any
 other discounts. Expires 12/31/25.

Free local delivery with orders of $15+! 

(360) 738-3663
www.petstopinfo.net

Mon.-Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 9am-6pm

326 36th St, Sehome Village, Bellingham

Locally Owned Since 1993

From 
left, 

Jessiah 
Paul, 9, 

dressed 
as Mario 

from 
Mario 
Bros., 

and 
Gigi, 3, 

dressed 
as a fire-

fighter,  
at 

Sudden 
Valley’s 

Trunk 
or Treat 

event. 
(Taimi Van 

de Pol/The 
Views)

Trunk or Treat at Sudden Valley

Six-year-old Nolan, 3-year-old Harrison and 2-year-old 
Maddison enjoy a fun day a Bellewood Farms & Distill-
ery’s corn maze in preparation for Halloween. (Photo courtesy 
Allison Chaffee)

Prepared for Halloween


