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SVCA board 

approves ADA 

improvements, 

plans for year 

ahead

Board approves plan to 
begin process of making 
parks ADA compliant at 
Jan. 26 meeting
By Sarah McCauley
Staff Reporter

SUDDEN VALLEY — Sudden Valley 
parks are on their way to becoming ADA 
compliant after the community associa-
tion’s board of directors approved funding 
for permitting and construction during its 
Jan. 26 meeting. 

In 2022, the SVCA contracted with Pacif-
ic Landscape Architecture (PLA) to evalu-
ate Sudden Valley parks for ADA compli-
ance.

PLA’s inspection discovered various 
ADA compliance issues in their initial re-
port in March 2022, which was followed by 
a second report in April 2022 identifying 
what improvements were needed. 

SVCA General Manager Jo Anne Jen-
sen told the board that SVCA’s 2023 bud-
get includes a $75,000 line item for these 
improvements. The total estimated cost is 
$78,032.60. 

“Approval tonight would allow us to 
move forward with permitting and bidding 
on work as it was designed and then we 
would come back in front of you with com-
parative bids for approval to move forward 
on a contract for the construction,” Jensen 
said. 

There were questions as to how this 
process works, regarding what exactly 
the board would be approving. Andrew 
Tischleder, president of the board, re-
sponded that they would need to approve 
this to allow Jensen and her team to put the 
plan out to bid. 

Tischleder said, “if the board’s not going 
to approve the money to begin with, there’s 
no point in going through with that effort.”

On Jan. 26 meeting, the SVCA Board ap-
proved a proposal to begin construction to 
make these improvements. The two parks 
to be improved are Recreation Corridor 
Park and Gate 5 Entrance Park. Construc-
tion is expected to begin in the summer.

Use of SVCA common property, i.e. 
parks, greenbelts, beaches, open spaces, 
roadways, and all other property belong-
ing to SVCA as depicted on plats and offi-
cial maps, such use consisting of member 
constructed pathways, fences, bulkheads, 

parking areas, or any other private use of 
SVCA property made by members out-
side the platted boundaries of their lot or 
parcel, shall be with SVCA’s consent, but 
which consent may be modified or revoked 
at any time.

5.1 of the SVCA Rules

and Regulations

By Joel Heverling
SVCA Finance Director

SUDDEN VALLEY — Epiq, SVCA’s third party transfer fee re-
fund administrator, has paid out a total of 1,054 transfer fee re-
fund claims, and a total of $905,234 has been reimbursed through 
December 2022.

During the duration of the  time that SVCA charged the one-
fourth of 1% capital property transfer fee, SVCA collected a total 
of $1,330,865 of these fees from 1,767 separate property transac-
tions.

Given the dollar amount of transfer fee refunds paid out 
through December 2022, SVCA has now refunded approximately 
68 percent of all capital property transfer fees collected.

SVCA’s accounting department is still working to clear approx-
imately 135 incomplete claims that were submitted to Epiq and 
could not be paid out, such as claims that were missing copies of 
driver’s licenses and/or title closing statements.

For anyone who still hasn’t applied for their transfer fee re-
fund, or if your original claim has not yet been paid out, please 
contact the accounting department at  acctclerk@suddenvalley.
com or call 360-746-8435.

SVCA announces transfer fee refund update

By Robin Ireland 

This story originally printed in the February 1999 Sudden 
Valley Views

SUDDEN VALLEY — In the summer of 1953, Betty and Glen 
Corning and their three children moved from their house on Illi-
nois Street to the wild west. A mere dozen or so miles from town, 
the 1,200-acre ranch, whose destiny was to become Sudden Val-
ley, was like stepping back in time 50 years. 

Corning originally discovered the property while flying over 
the south end of the lake in his plane. He was captivated by it 
and looked up owner Banning Austin in the county records. He 
approached him about selling the land and Austin agreed. The 
selling price? $50,000. 

Austin’s father had homesteaded the land, and according 
to Betty Corning, one of the things he asked of Corning was to 
refrain from logging the area. Other than clearing the pastures, 
Corning kept that promise. 

That first summer on the lake, the Cornings lived in a small 
18-foot by 18-foot cabin made from old growth cedar logs split 
in half. The kids slept in a bunk house just a short distance away. 
Without plumbing and electricity, the only modem convenience 
Betty Corning had was an icebox. But here, in an excerpt from 
her memoirs, she tells it best: 

“Our ranch on Lake Whatcom was there for us, but our newly 
built home was not quite finished for occupancy. We decided to 
move into the one room cabin located on the premises, which 
was near the creek that ran through the property to the lake.

“In order for the three children to finish their schooling in 
Assumption School in Bellingham, I drove them to school each 
morning that month of May. Sometimes I would stay in town to 
do clean-up chores in our old home, visit friends and grocery 
shop.

“The log cabin was quite close to the creek so it was no bur-
den to haul water for our needs. In this area, close to the log cab-
in, Glen had hauled in two long bunk houses. One contained all 
of our furniture and other possessions; the other one was fitted 
with beds for the children.

“Glen and I bunked in the 18-foot by 18-foot cabin, which 
was the nucleus of our everyday living: cooking, eating, spit-bath 
bathing in a large galvanized tub, children doing their home-
work by kerosene lamp lighting, and early to bed for all. 

“Here I was again with no electricity, no indoor tap water and 
a wood stove for cooking and heating the large room. However I 
did have one convenience: an old fashioned ice box which was 
located outside the back door.

The two blocks of ice a week it used was easily replenished 
on my trips to town. Our privey, with its cut-out crescent on the 
door, was located nearby. 

“I was not used to horses at that time so it was an adventure 
to scamper to it before our horses came close to gather around 
for their ear scratching and petting. 

“The swift running creek had surprisingly clean water, de-
spite the presence of the horses. One part of the creek had a pool 
at least four feet deep. It was perfect for my children’s summer 
fun.

These idyllic surroundings were hemmed in with barbed 
wire fencing and a wide wire gate which was hard to manipulate. 

IN THE DAYS OF YORE …

When Sudden Valley was a working ranch
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“I’m a Sudden Valley resident!”

By Jo Anne Jensen
SVCA General Manager

SUDDEN VALLEY — It’s time to renew your an-
nual moorage contract. Key dates to remember:

Feb. 1: SVCA started accepting rental agree-
ment renewals.

May 12: Last day to renew your rental agree-
ment for wet moorage or dry storage.

May 15: Wet and dry slips that were not re-
newed will be offered to customers on the waiting 
list.

You can renew by completing the 2023 marina 
moorage agreement. The new moorage agreement 
will be sent to all current marina tenants. Agree-
ments are also available at the welcome center. 

Along with the 2023 marina moorage agree-
ment, you will be required to provide: 

• A copy of your current boat and trailer regis-
tration.

•  Proof of your current boat and trailer insur-
ance.

• A clear photo of your boat and trailer 
• Payment 
Please note that your renewal is not complete 

until all of the required materials and payment 
have been received. If renewal is not complete by 
May 15, you will forfeit your slip/rack occupancy. 

Questions? Please call SVCA Member Services 
at 360-734-6430. Not Renewing? Please complete 
a termination of moorage form and remove your 
boat and trailer.

SUDDEN VALLEY — Lake 
Whatcom Water and Sewer Dis-
trict is seeking candidates to fill a 
position on the Board of Commis-
sioners.

Applicants must live within the 
boundary that comprises Com-
missioner District No. 1, which 
includes Sudden Valley Divisions 
1-3, 5-6, 10-11, 15 and 19, and 
portions of Divisions 4, 13, 16 and 
22. Contact the District to verify 
eligibility.

For more information about 
commissioner duties and respon-
sibilities, visit lwwsd.org to see 
our commissioner position pro-
file.

The appointed person will 
serve from their appointment 
date until a candidate is elected 
in the November 2023 election.

If the appointed person wishes 
to continue to serve on the board, 
they must run for election in fall 
2023.

The person elected at that time 
will serve the remainder of the 
unexpired term which ends in 
2027.  Minimum qualifications for 
the position are:

• Must reside within the 
boundaries of Commissioner 
District Position No. 1 as shown 
on the District’s web site at lw-
wsd.org.

• Must be a citizen of the Unit-
ed States.

• Must be a registered voter 
within Commissioner District No. 
1.

To apply, please submit let-
ter and resume to the District’s 
office, 1220 Lakeway Drive, Bell-
ingham, Washington 98229, or by 
email at general.inbox@lwwsd.
org.  Deadline for submission is 
March 3, 2023.

For more information, call 
General Manager Justin Clary at 
(360) 734-9224.

Announcement Date: Feb. 3.

Vacancy on Lake Whatcom 
Water and Sewer Board

Boating season rapidly approaching Whatcom County health 
department now called Health 
and Community Services

BELLINGHAM  — On Tuesday, Jan. 31, Whatcom County 
Health Department announced a name change to Whatcom 
County Health and Community Services.

The new name better reflects the department’s duties and 
responsibilities. 

With the launch of the Response Systems Division in April 
2022, the Health Department increased its scope of human 
and community services, added capacity to serve people in 
mental or behavioral health crises, and built infrastructure 
to provide coordinated services in addition to housing and 
related services. 

Over the next few months, signage and other materials 
will be updated to reflect the name change. There will be no 
change to email addresses or the department’s website ad-
dress.
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Are you without insurance?
Call to see if you qualify for a special enrollment.

Jo Anne Jensen

SUDDEN VALLEY — SVCA ac-
tivity in January included both re-
flection on the successes and chal-
lenges experienced in 2022 and 
preparation for the new year.

Work has begun across all de-
partments to implement the plans 
approved as part of the budgeting 
process that was completed last fall.

New year, new systems
SVCA’s administration depart-

ment has begun work on the imple-
mentation of several new systems 
that will support staff to better serve 
members of the Association.

These new systems include an 
integrated VOIP telephone system, 
a virtual network hosting environ-
ment, upgraded computing equip-
ment, a new access card system, and 
new ticketing software.

While all of these new tools will 
contribute toward more efficient 
operations, the ticketing software in 
particular will enable SVCA to track 
the number and type of member 
requests, work orders, complaints, 
and submissions.

Importantly, we will also be able 
to monitor the status of each item 
and how long it took to complete the 
work.

This information will improve 
transparency by allowing us to re-
port quantitatively on the volume 
and types of work managed by as-
sociation staff and will contribute 

toward more accurate forecasting of 
needs.

Increased Marina Fees
The Board of Directors approved 

an increase to the fees charged for 
use of the SVCA Marina at the Jan. 
26 regular meeting. Most fees rose 
by 15%. This increase balanced the 
fact that Sudden Valley’s fees are 
significantly lower than at other ma-
rinas in the area, with the need to 
keep increases at a reasonable level 
for members.

One type of marina fee, specifi-
cally the cost of season passes for 
use of the boat launch, increased by 
82%. This larger increase is based on 
recognition that the cost of a season 
pass should reflect its value.

For example, a member can 
purchase a one-day pass for the 
boat launch for $25. A season pass 
with one access card costs a mem-
ber $100, so if the member uses the 
launch more than four times, they 
receive a discount on the daily rate.

Anyone who has a wet slip or dry 
storage at the Marina can, of course, 
launch without any additional fees.

Other Facility/Amenity Fees
Fees charged for facility rentals, 

the Fitness Center, and the Pools 
will go through a similar review pro-
cess over the next few weeks.

The fees charged at comparable 
facilities in our area will be used to 
determine whether SVCA fees re-
flect a fair market value and adjust-
ments will be made accordingly.

Please note that only non-mem-
bers are charged fees to use the Fit-
ness Center or Pools.

Staff Changes
Our maintenance department 

achieved full staffing in January, 
with the addition of two new team 
members. Ethan Lochridge, who 
has worked at Sudden Valley since 
November 2021, transferred into 
maintenance from his previous role 
in the recreation department.

Lochridge made a strong contri-
bution to the successful 2022 swim 
season as head lifeguard, and we 
wish him well in his new role.

The second new maintenance 

staff member brings extensive expe-
rience in maintaining and repairing 
equipment, skills which will be very 
helpful to the team.

Sadly, we also saw the departure 
of two members of SVCA staff in 
January; we wish them well in their 
future endeavors.

Capital Project Updates
Culvert C315

This project requires a Developer 
Extension Agreement from the Lake 
Whatcom Water and Sewer District 
(LWWSD). The LWWSD Board ap-
proved the project on Feb. 8 and 
we will now execute the agreement 
so that LWWSD’s design review can 
begin. We expect that the project 
will go out for bid this spring, with 
construction taking place in the 
summer.

Barn 8 Residing
The project was submitted to 

Whatcom County for permit review 
on Feb. 7. It is expected to go out for 
bid this spring with construction be-
ginning in the summer.

Construction will be sequenced 
so as not to interfere with the Main 
Pool’s operation.

Barn 8 2nd Floor Entry
Design for replacing the covered 

bridge entry is ongoing and will be 
submitted as a separate project for 
permit review with Whatcom Coun-
ty.

Maintenance Shop Remodel
Design is ongoing and will be 

submitted to Whatcom County for 
permit review in March. Project is 
expected to go out for bid this spring 
with construction beginning in the 
summer.

Marina Boat Launch Dock
Design is nearing completion 

and permit application will be sub-
mitted to Whatcom County later this 
month. 

The Shoreline Substantial Devel-
opment Permit was approved Jan. 
6 when the Department of Ecology 
appeal period ended.

Playground

ADA Improvements
This project will go out for bid in 

the spring with construction taking 
place this summer.

Austin Creek Repair
The design phase for this project 

has begun. Design and permitting 
is expected to complete this spring 
with construction during the sum-
mer.

Cold Spring Lane
Design is underway. Design and 

permitting is expected to complete 
this spring with construction during 
summer.

Department Updates
Administration
Activity Summary

• Prepared marina renewal pack-
ages for mailing.

• Worked with Teamsters Union 
to revise job descriptions for two 
staff positions.

• Developed interview guides for 
revised positions.

• Prepared access card user data 
for transition to new system.

• Inventoried and evaluated cur-
rent computing equipment to deter-
mine need.

• Began planning for transition 
to new network hosting location to 
accommodate planned server re-
placement.

• Began planning for migration 
to new telephone system.

Successes
• Began hiring process for chief 

of staff position; qualified applica-
tions are being received.

• Completed planned orienta-
tion activities for the new Board of 
Directors.

Planned Work
• Complete research of ticketing 

GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT

Reflecting on successes, challenges of 2022
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Nosy Rosie and 
the Sudden Valley 
archives
Editor,

I write as a new resident to 
Sudden Valley, as of this past 
July. 

Upon retirement from the 
Navy, we decided to return to the 
Northwest, and decided Sudden 
Valley would be the best place 
for us.

My parents were among the 
early residents of the Valley, 
building a small home on Little 
Strawberry Lane (near the cov-
ered bridge). I think it was in the 
1970-1972 timeframe when they 
finished the house.

We visited them many times 
and my children have a strong 
attachment to the Valley, which 
continues now that they are 
adults.

I have thought about getting 
access to the archives, and am 
now prompted to do so because 
of the notice of the upcoming 
50th celebration of the Valley.

My recollection of the news-
paper then was a column called 
Nosy Rosie. Do your archives go 
back that far? I recall my mom 
mentioning Rosie as her friend.

Would love to hear from you 
at your convenience.
Barbara Addicott

Sudden Valley
Editor’s note: What a wonder-

ful letter. Yes, the Views archives 
goes back to January 1983, with 
Nosy Rosy providing the latest 
on births, marriages and parties 
around the Valley. The Sudden 
Valley Views Archives can be 
found at https://suddenvalley.
com/sudden-valley-views/.

The final decision
Editor:

I wrote to you a couple of 
months ago upon learning that 
my letter had not been printed 
the month before.

I was woefully disappointed 
to hear 1) that limited space was 
the reason for my letter having 
been excluded; and 2) that space 
is not regularly made available to 
ensure the accommodation of, if 
not all, at least all time-sensitive 
letters, as was mine.

Honestly, I believe all mem-
ber letters should be printed. 
Though I received no reply to 
my most recent letter, nor was it 
printed either, I am writing once 
again.

It has come to my attention 
that an article submitted for 
inclusion in the January issue, 
another time-sensitive article fol-
lowing all submission guidelines 
and pertaining to a very success-
ful Sudden Valley member-sup-
ported event was also (held) due 

to insufficient space availability.
The article was submitted 

by a member of a local busi-
ness which was a sponsor of the 
event.

That business has for a long 
time been a respected Sudden 
Valley donor and supporter, 
and a regular purchaser of paid 
advertising in the Views.

I can only guess that it was 
not you, our editor, who made 
the final decision to eliminate 
either my letters or that particu-
lar article. Many believe that the 
decision was made by members 
of the SVCA Board and/or staff.

Either way, it is not only ap-
palling and unfair, but it may be 
against policy.

It makes sense that paid 
advertisements would be accom-
modated. I also understand that 
on occasion, such as in the issue 
from which one of my letters 
was excluded, certain election-
related or other information will 
be a priority.

What I do not understand, 
however, is precedence given 
and space devoted to things such 
as larger-than-necessary photos 
and announcements, and the 
inclusion of articles and notices 
that are not specific to Sudden 
Valley.

Those should be reduced/
eliminated before excluding a 
member-submitted piece.

In addition, the font size for 
the monthly Sudden Valley Hap-

penings section could easily be 
reduced to something compara-
ble to the rest of the publication 
and that alone would likely have 
created space for my letter. 

I urge you and all readers to 
look at any issue of the Sudden 
Valley Views and tell me that 
there isn’t an abundance of mis-
used space.

Tell me that space should not, 
and cannot quite easily be, made 
available for the voices of the 
dues-paying members, and that 
of business donors local to Sud-
den Valley.

Tell me that our thoughts and 
opinions are not at least equal 
in significance, and as worthy of 
space, as some of the other im-
pertinent news and unnecessar-
ily large photos and announce-
ments.

I am simply frustrated and 
somewhat discouraged.

As you know, letters to the 
editor sections of news publica-
tions are a vital opportunity for 
readers to express opinions, per-
spectives, and issues of concern 
on a variety of topics pertinent to 
the readership at large.

That space is provided, and 
precedence given, to non-crucial 
items such that member-submit-
ted writings are not published 
is, to me, something that calls 
for a reevaluation of internal 
processes.

If a reader takes the time to 
write a letter or an article and 

adheres to the policies set forth 
by your publication, to me, that 
letter or article should be valued 
as highly as any paid ad.
Rebecca Bearden
Bellingham

Submitting letters 
to the editor

The Sudden Valley Views 
encourages letters to the editor. 
However, submissions must 
refrain from attacking individu-
als without providing supporting 
documentation or a rational and 
legally defensible justification.

Letters should be emailed to 
bill@lyndentribune.com and 
should not exceed 550 words.

Your letter must include your 
full name, complete address and 
telephone number. Your address 
and telephone number will not 
be printed in the newspaper, but 
will be used for verification by 
newspaper staff.

Neither unsigned letters nor 
letters containing personal at-
tacks of a libelous nature will be 
published.

The Sudden Valley Views 
reserves the right to edit or 
refuse any letter. All columns 
and letters on the opinion page 
are the views of the authors and 
do not necessarily reflect the 
views of the Sudden Valley Views 
newspaper.

OUR OPINION

Hello, Sudden Valley residents. Allow me 
to introduce myself. My name is Sarah Mc-
Cauley and I’m the new Sudden Valley Views 
reporter. Part of my job includes contributing 
to the content and design you’ll find within 
the pages of the publication you’re holding in 
your hands right now.

I have to admit, despite living just down 
the road in Bellingham for years while I 
attended Western Washington University, I 
really haven’t spent much time in the Sud-
den Valley area. There were a few instances 
where I drove out to the far side of the lake to 
do some exploring with friends, but I never 
knew much about this community.

Ironically, just about a month before I 
started this position, a college friend who 

now lives in Alaska came to visit me and 
some family she has in Bellingham.

We planned that she would stay with them 
for the first half of the week, and then I would 
come and take her away to my apartment in 
town. 

I knew they lived out on Lake Whatcom, 
but when she sent me her location to pick her 
up, I was surprised to see that I was looking at 
a much longer drive than I thought.

They lived in Sudden Valley. Following the 
winding road out to their home, I admired 
the views and the beautiful homes I was 
passing, thinking to myself, it must be really 
nice to live out here. I should come out here 
more often.

Fast forward to my first day on the job 

here in Lynden at The Tribune, learning that 
I’ll be either physically or virtually joining 
the Sudden Valley Community Association 
Board of Directors for their twice-monthly 
meetings and getting the inside scoop on all 
things Sudden Valley. Now I have an excuse 
to take some scenic drives along the lake.

I’m honored to be welcomed into your 
community to help share stories about all of 
the exciting things happening in your neck of 
the woods. I look forward to getting to know 
more about Sudden Valley.

Please don’t hesitate to reach out if you 
have questions for me.

-- Contact Sarah McCauley at sarah@lynden-
tribune.com

New to town, happy to be here

LETTERS

Sarah McCauley
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Licensed, Bonded & Insured

CLEANING WITH CARE BY MICHELE
Residential, Commercial, Apartments

Michele Hurley
360-306-7078 • Cleaningwithcarebymichele@gmail.com

GetWild@WildFISHwives.com • (360) 303-0240 
Free delivery to Sudden Valley & Geneva! Email to arrange; cash, check or Venmo.

WILD 
SEAFOOD

Email or text to order 
smoked salmon!

Salmon & Halibut expected late fall.

Skye Luke
Asset Advisor

Estate Sales, Move Outs, 
Garbage Collection, Property Clean Ups, 
Vehicle Removal

LukerativeJR@gmail.com“Rain, Snow or Shine Weʼre on the Grind”

360.812.0911
JUNK REMOVAL
UKERATIVEL

GM Report: Reflecting on successes, challenges of 2022
platforms to streamline and track 
resident requests, work orders, etc.

• Evaluate new time tracking 
software to make this activity easier 
for staff and more accurate.

• Complete marina renewal 
mailing.

• Complete transition to new ac-
cess card system.

Accounting
Activity Summary

• Continued routine work to 
maintain monthly financial sched-
ule; delivered October and Novem-
ber financials.

• Developed processes to man-
age ongoing activity on the Transfer 
Fee Refund Program using SVCA re-
sources.

• Focused on closing out 2022 fi-
nancials.

Successes
• Negotiated fee reductions with 

external vendor to mitigate cost 
over-runs on Transfer Fee Refund 
Program.

Planned Work
• Move archived files to long 

term storage.
• Evaluate long term storage to 

eliminate records that have past the 
required storage

• Timing.

Maintenance
Activity Summary

• On-boarding of two new staff 
members.

• New sander was ordered.
• Sand storage bunkers were ex-

tended.
• Replaced snowplow controller 

on OP-25.
• Replaced broken seatbelt on 

Loader 906.
• Exhaust fan in sprung structure 

was repaired.
• Evaluated Marigold Dr. dur-

ing heavy rain event and confirmed 
location of ground water discharg-
ing into gravel shoulder; Whatcom 
County’s temporary solution is 
holding up well.

• Brush was cleared from around 
speed bump signs to make them 
more visible.

• Several potholes were patched 
with cold mix.

• Repaired audio cable at Dance 
Barn.

• Organization and cleaning at 
Area Z.

• Removed straw bales from Rec 
Center corridor.

• Replaced motion lights at Wel-
come Center

• Light bulbs replaced at various 
facilities

• Built replacement sign for 
Strawberry Falls Trail Head and in-
stalled

• Repaired fence at Small Dog 
Park

• Ceiling in men’s bathroom at 
Rec Center was painted

• Adult Center Conference Room 
was painted.

• Fan in men’s bathroom at Adult 
Center was repaired.

• Anti-ice brine was applied prior 
to freezing temperatures.

• Security solutions inspected 
fire extinguishers, fire alarms/sup-
pression, and backflow devices.

• North Point Park sign was refur-
bished and re-installed.

• Ceiling tiles at Rec Center were 
replaced.

• Bucket Truck training and cer-
tification for new staff members.

• Yanmar tractor had 50-hour 
service completed.

• Two stop signs were replaced, 
and several other road signs were 
repaired.

• Exercise equipment was re-
moved from Room A at the Rec 
Center, dry wall repairs were made, 
a quote to install mirrors was re-
ceived.

• Leaky valve was replaced on hot 
water holding tank at Clubhouse.

Successes
• Maintenance department is 

fully staffed.
• Board facilities tour went well.
• A facilities inspection check 

list has been developed so that we 
can perform more proactive main-
tenance and less reactive mainte-
nance. The intent is to have some-
one from maintenance evaluate 
each facility for maintenance needs 
on a regular basis.

Planned Work
• Whatcom Gutter will be onsite 

to finish quarterly gutter cleaning at 
Clubhouse. 

• Tiger Construction will be com-
pleting work at 15 Coldspring and 1 
Coldspring.

• Clean mailbox clusters.
• Start dry slip organization proj-

ect at Marina. 
• Grade marina parking lot and 

Area Z (weather permitting).
• Purchase supplies for Lake 

Louise Trail gazebo project.
• Start monthly Safety Commit-

tee Meetings.
• Finish UTV snow route analy-

sis.
• Finalize plan for janitorial ser-

vices.

Recreation
Activity Summary

• Researched personal training 
options for comparison.

• Submit rowing machine pro-
posal.

• Onboarded new seasonal 
workers.

• Drafted materials for marina 
renewals.

• Requested proposals for 2023 
swim lessons.

• Working with Bellingham Bay 
Swim Team to renew contract for 
2023 swim season.

Successes
• Hired seasonal staff for 2023.

• Scheduled lifeguard training 
and finalized staffing plan for pools.

Planned Work
• Schedule meetings with poten-

tial personal trainers.
• Print pool signage for season.
• Evaluate facility rental pricing 

and propose fees for 2023.
• Finalize new pool equipment 

and supplies order.
• Preparing to complete hiring 

for summer staff.
• Plan outreach for swimming 

lessons signups.
• Finalize plans for AIS to begin 

April 22 at marina.
• Cleanup and organize the ma-

rina office for re-opening in spring.
• Plan lily pad control measures 

for 2023.

Golf
Activity Summary

• January weather has been fairly 
mild, contributing to decent golf 
play. This has aided in member-
ship sales and giving members and 
guests good opportunity to enjoy 
and witness the great efforts done 
by our maintenance crew.

• The pro shop has been focusing 
on accurate membership records, 
handicapping, event planning, and 
booking outside events.

• Reached out to 2022 outside 
tournaments groups with decent 
success re-booking for 2023.

• Completed final promotion 
and administrative tasks for seventh 
Winter Series Event.

• Preparation for Die Hard tour-
nament on Feb. 4.

• Updated daily revenue reports 
with revenue numbers and 2023 
budget numbers.

• Met with Turf Care regarding 
course improvement strategies for 
2023.

• Updated shared event schedule 
spreadsheet for pro shop and main-
tenance department.

• De-activated players in our 
GHIN system that have not renewed 
membership so far this year.

• Updated website with 2023 in-
formation.

• Applied free rounds to all social 
and associate members.

• Interviewed candidates for a 
Fleet staff position and hope to hire 
by Feb. 1.

Successes
• Hosted a sold-out Die Hard 

Open.

• Largest field ever for Die Hard 
Open at 144 players.

• Solid January revenue.

Planned Work
• Contact outside tournaments 

before 2022 for holding an event in 
2023.

• Send out member letter with 
golf club schedule for 2023.

• Promote memberships through 
email blast.

• Continue to re-book golf out-
ings.

• Meet with Turf regarding 2023 
capital requests.

• Promote, prepare and host sec-
ond to last winter series event.

• Attend golf club meeting at end 
of February.

• Work with Turf on plan for 
greens drainage.

Turfcare
Activity Summary

• Weather conditions continue 
to be favorable, allowing us to con-
tinue improving playing conditions 
for this upcoming season. All this 
off-season work improving playing 
surfaces pays off in a multitude of 
ways. But the key to all this work is a 
drier, firmer playing golf course.

• Spring? Yes, spring planning is 
now under way! The 90-day clock is 
ticking towards spring conditioning, 
and we have been tackling a multi-
tude of projects.

Successes
• Fairway aerating and topdress-

ing continues in our favor.
• Seasonal mower and tractor 

mechanical work continues in the 
off season.

• Work on plugged 12-inch drain 
line on No. 1 continues.

• Drainage installed on No. 2 fair-
way.

• Light sand topdressing of all the 
putting greens completed. 

• Fairway aerating and topdress-
ing continues.

• Completion of drainage reno-
vation project on No. 1 fairway.

• Sod ordered for installation on 
4 forward tee boxes. Targeted install 
date of Feb. 9-10.

• Water cooler huts have been 
sent out to a volunteer for seasonal 
refinishing.

• No. 16 fairway irrigation main-
line leak completed.

• Drainage ditch on No. 1-2-3 
cleaned out.

• All 50 rental golf carts have 
been serviced for the 2023 season.

• Tree limbing along No. 2/8 
rough completed.

• Turfcare yard cleaned up and 
organized.

Planned Work
• Irrigation system repairs on No. 

16 (3-inch mainline leak).
• Wrap up drainage repairs on 

No. 1 hole.
• Clean out drainage ditch along 

No. 1 and No. 2 holes to improve 
drainage flows.

• Contact Sod supplier for quot-
ed cost to complete tee box project. 
The Golf Club(s) have a beautifica-
tion account that will pay for sod 
purchase. This is for the four new tee 
boxes that we built in December.

• Annual rental golf cart servic-
ing planned.

• Troubleshooting irrigation sys-
tem electrical. Irrigation heads on 
No. 1 and No. 15 not communicating 
with computer central.

• Troubleshoot drainage on all 
18 greens. Engineered drawings will 
assist us in hopeful and significant 
improvements, as we are encoun-
tering plugged exit lines from green 
complexes.

• Troubleshooting irrigation sys-
tem electrical. Irrigation heads on 
No. 1 and No. 15 not communicating 
with computer central.

Continued from 3
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Sudden Valley Golf Club

No matter how 

often you play, 

there is a 

membership that 

is right for you!

Sudden Valley Golf Club
Golf Program Information

360-734-6435 
or Toll Free 855-506-2219    

 www.suddenvalleygolfcourse.com

  Full Member Privileges
• Unlimited Golf • Unlimited Range Balls • Preferred Tee Times • 

• Handicap Service • Locker Service • Golf Tournaments • 

• Limited Reciprocal Privileges at Area Private Clubs • 

• Golf Shop Discount • Social Events •

Full Membership Rates
Property Owners Annual Monthly Non-Property Owners Annual Monthly
Single $2,100 $175 Single $2,310 $195
Couple $3,150 $265 Couple $3,465 $290
Family of 3+ $3,360 $280 Family of 3+ $3,700 $310
Young Family (children 15 or younger)   Young Family (children 15 or younger) 
After Noon Play $1,470 $125 After Noon Play $1,625 $140
Senior Limited (62 & up, M-F) $1,525 $130 Senior Limited (62 & up, M-F) $1,675 $145
Intermediate (Ages 18 - 28) $1,050 $90 Intermediate (Ages 18 - 28) $1,150 $100
Junior (17 and Younger) $300 $30 Junior (17 and Younger) $350 $35

Associate Membership: Associate members receive three complimentary rounds of golf, 50% off 
all green fees, 50% off range balls, handicap service, a locker, preferred tee times, and may play in all 
Golf Club tournaments and participate in all social events. Cost: $500 / year  -  $45 / mo.

Social Membership: Social members receive two complimentary rounds of golf, 25% off all green fees, 
a locker, preferred tee times and may play in all Golf Club tournaments and participate in all social events. 
Cost: $135 / year ($145 / year with GHIN Handicap Service)

2023 Memberships Are On Sale Now!2023 Memberships Are On Sale Now!2023 Memberships Are On Sale Now!2023 Memberships Are On Sale Now!

Real Estate Professionals

L

Sudden Valley Happenings
Meeting times, dates and locations
are subject to change and can vary
from meeting to meeting.
Please check the “Committees” page at 
www.SuddenValley.com to confirm.

SVCA Committees
Board of Directors 
The Board meets at 7 p.m. on the second and fourth 
Thursday of each month in the Dance Barn, located 
at 8 Barn View Court.

Architectural Control Committee
The ACC is responsible for reviewing requests to 
make exterior modifications to your property. 
These can include general landscaping, fence requests, 
building an addition, tree limbing, and removal 
considerations.
The ACC normally has meetings the first and 
third Thursdays of every month. One is generally 
scheduled as an AM (9 a.m.) meeting and one a PM (6 
p.m.) meeting. 
These meetings currently take place via Zoom.
Communications Committee 
Meeting times, dates and locations
are subject to change and can vary
from meeting to meeting.
Please check the “Committees” page at 
www.SuddenValley.com to confirm.

SVCA Committees
Board of Directors 
The Board meets at 7 p.m. on the second and fourth 
Thursday of each month in the Dance Barn, located 
at 8 Barn View Court.

Architectural Control Committee
The ACC is responsible for reviewing requests to 
make exterior modifications to your property. 
These can include general landscaping, fence requests, 
building an addition, tree limbing, and removal 
considerations.
The ACC normally has meetings the first and 
third Thursdays of every month. One is generally 

scheduled as an AM (9 a.m.) meeting and one a PM (6 
p.m.) meeting. 
These meetings currently take place via Zoom.

Communications Committee 
TBD

Finance 
Committee 
The Finance Committee typically meets the third 
Wednesday of the month, but may change that 
schedule and may have additional meetings.

Nominations and Elections Committee 
The Nominations and Elections (N&E) Committee 
typically meets the fourth Monday of the month. 

Document Review Committee
The DRC currently does not have a regular schedule. 
Check the calendar page at SuddenValley.com for 
more information.

Long-Range Planning Committee 
The LRPC normally meets on the last Tuesday of the 
month at 6 p.m. 

Community clubs
Valley Arts Group 
Meets quarterly from 10 a.m. to noon at the Dance 
Barn café on the second Saturday of January,  April, 
July and October. For more information visit 
valleyartsgroup.org.

Sudden Valley ALANON 
Group meets on Zoom and in person in the South 
Whatcom County Library Meeting Room. Friday 
book study group from 8:30–9 a.m., then group 
session from 9–10 a.m.
Visit https://wa-al-anon.org/locations/sudden-
valley-south-whatcom-library-building for more 
information.

Sudden Valley AA
Two in person meetings per week; Saturday 9-10 a.m., 

Tuesday 6-7 p.m. South Whatcom County Library 
Meeting Room. Zoom meetings on Thursdays.
Email suddenvalleyaa@gmail.com for details. 
TBD

Finance 
Committee 
The Finance Committee typically meets the third 
Wednesday of the month, but may change that 
schedule and may have additional meetings.

Nominations and Elections Committee 
The Nominations and Elections (N&E) Committee 
typically meets the fourth Monday of the month. 

Document Review Committee
The DRC currently does not have a regular schedule. 
Check the calendar page at SuddenValley.com for 
more information.

Long-Range Planning Committee 
The LRPC normally meets on the last Tuesday of the 
month at 6 p.m. 

Community clubs
Valley Arts Group 
Meets quarterly from 10 a.m. to noon at the Dance 
Barn café on the second Saturday of January,  April, 
July and October. For more information visit 
valleyartsgroup.org.

Sudden Valley ALANON 
Group meets on Zoom and in person in the South 
Whatcom County Library Meeting Room. Friday 
book study group from 8:30–9 a.m., then group 
session from 9–10 a.m. Visit https://wa-al-anon.org/
locations/sudden-valley-south-whatcom-library-
building for more information.

Sudden Valley AA
Two in person meetings per week; Saturday 9-10 a.m., 
Tuesday 6-7 p.m. South Whatcom County Library 
Meeting Room. Zoom meetings on Thursdays.
Email suddenvalleyaa@gmail.com for details.

Feb. 22
Evolution of crime fiction
A nicer kind of murder: The Evolution of Crime Fiction. From 
noon-1:30 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 22, Bellingham City Club 
hosts Humanities Washington speaker and author Matthew 
Sullivan at its online zoom program. Sullivan will explore the 
shifting role of the victim in detective novels, and how that 
shift reflects broader social changes. The community is in-
vited to this free educational meeting. To register and for more 
info please see bellinghamcityclub.org. Bellingham City Club’s 
mission is to inform, connect, and engage our community to 
strengthen the civic health of our region.
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MJD CONSTRUCTION
RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL

LIC #MJOCOCL807BP

SANTIAGO CORREA

360-770-8117
MJDCONSTRUCTION1@HOTMAIL.COM

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING
LANDSCAPING | STONE

TILE INSTALLATION
DRYWALL/TAPING

SIDING | FENCE | ROOFING

Sudden Valley Local!

SVCA Board: Approves 
ADA improvements, 
plans for year ahead
Continued from 1

SVCA reviewed a proposed 
increase to the marina fees rate. 
This increase will bump non-
resident moorage up by 20% and 
resident moorage by 15%. Jensen 
explained to the board that Sud-
den Valley’s marina is “a unique 
resource to the community” and 
one of only two locations where 
the general public has boat 
launch access into Lake What-
com.

“[It’s] an expensive resource 
for SVCA to maintain since we 
must comply with strict water-
shed restrictions,” Jensen said. 
“This resource is used by a rela-
tively small percentage of Sudden 
Valley residents and consumes 
a disproportionate amount of 
SVCA capital funds.”

Board Member Linda Brad-
ley said that on the document it 
showed a 20% increase in a spot 
she believed was supposed to be 
a 15% increase. She motioned to 
make an adjustment to the docu-
ment to reflect the 15% increase 
they had said would happen. The 
board approved the change on 
the document.

Finance Director Joel Hever-
ling walked the board through 
financial statements from Octo-
ber and November 2022. He men-
tioned that the “dust is still set-

tling” as they are working on the 
December 2022 statement, but 
said “we’re still in a good position 
to break even for 2022.”

As the board looked toward 
the future, ad hoc committees 
were briefly discussed and how 
the process would look building 
those.

Tischleder said they had 
put together a form to serve as 
a “mechanism if people think 
there’s an ad hoc committee that 
needs to be formed, these are the 
initial steps.” He reminded the 
board that ad hoc committees are 
temporary in nature and have a 
specific task, so if the board were 
to create any committees the 
board would need to be able to 
clearly articulate its purpose and 
how it will assist the board.

“It’s all about developing a 
work plan for the year,” Tischleder 
said. “Starting to create plans for 
the next two years out, three years 
out.”

Board members also made 
plans to return to the next meet-
ing with their thoughts on what 
they would like to see happen in 
this new year. Each member will 
be completing a survey and they 
plan to review their responses at 
the next meeting.

-- Contact Sarah McCauley at sar-
ah@lyndentribune.com.

Above, the Sudden Valley Dance Barn. At left, in the 1950s. Above, the barn 
today. Left photo courtesy SVCA. Right photo courtesy Joel Dobbins.

Feb. 28
Your Voice, Your Choice 
workshop
From 6-8 p.m. Feb. 28, join 
the Your Voice, Your Choice 
workshop presented by 
Peace Health and hosted 
by the Lynden Community/
Senior Center. Making your 
wishes known clearly in 
advance of a crisis is one 
of the biggest gifts you can 

give yourself, your family 
and friends. This two-hour 
workshop will take you 
step-by-step through the 
Washington state advanced 
care planning documents, 
which may include health 
care directives. Call (360) 
354-2921 or email info@
lyndencommunitycenter.
org for more information 
or to register. The Lynden 

Community/Senior Center 
is at 401 Grover St.

March 2
Connections
with Caregiving
Mariah Davis, NWRC 
Outreach Specialist, will 
host a virtual open house 

for people interested in 
becoming in-home care-
givers. Davis will provide 
information about the hiring 
process through Consumer 
Direct WA (CDWA), refer-
rals to Medicaid-contract 
agencies, answer questions 
about in-home caregiv-

ing, and provide resources 
and support for those 
trying to work through 
the process. Everyone is 
welcome, registration not 
required, so join us virtually 
at https://us06web.zoom.
us/j/82158626557. Meeting 
ID: 821 5862 6557.
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www.DiscoverSuddenValley.com  
360-739-7354

GREG PAUL
• The Top Producer in Unit Sales in Sudden Valley
• Experienced Negotiation Skills
• Strong Online Presence
• Knowledgeable in the

Amenities, Services,
Regulations & Structure
of Sudden Valley

Start The New Year 
In A Brand New Home!
- High Energy E�ciency
- Heating & Cooling
- Soaring Ceilings
- New Appliances

  Many New Homes Under Construction  -  Contact Greg Paul For Details!

(360) 223-9297
John.Maurer@movement.comGregPaul@Remax.net

John Maurer, NMLS 487494 
• Down payment grant up to 3% program 
• USDA zero-down mortgages 
• Renovation loans • New construction
• Sudden Valley resident
• 30+ years lending experience

LAKE WHATCOM WATER & SEWER DISTRICT
(360) 734-9224

Fax (360) 738-8250

Announcement February 3, 2023

Lake Whatcom Water and Sewer District is seeking candidates to fill a position on the Board of 
Commissioners. Applicants must live within the boundary that comprises Commissioner District #1 
which includes Sudden Valley Divisions 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 10, 11, 15 and 19, and portions of Divisions 4, 13, 
16 and 22 (contact the District to verify eligibility). The appointed person will serve from their appoint-
ment date until a candidate is elected in the November 2023 election. If the appointed person wishes to 
continue to serve on the Board, they must run for election in the Fall of 2023. The person elected at that 
time will serve the remainder of the unexpired term which ends in 2027. 

Minimum qualifications for the position are:
 1. Must reside within the boundaries of Commissioner District Position #1 as 
  described above and shown on the District’s website at www.lwwsd.org.
 2. Must be a citizen of the United States.
 3. Must be a registered voter within Commissioner District #1.

To apply, please submit letter and resume to the District’s office, 1220 Lakeway Drive Bellingham, 
Washington 98229, or by email at general.inbox@lwwsd.org. The deadline for submission is March 3, 
2023. If you have any questions, contact General Manager Justin Clary at (360) 734-9224.

1220 Lakeway Drive
Bellingham, WA 98229

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS VACANCY
POSITION No. 1 - SUDDEN VALLEY AREA

Submitted by
Sudden Valley Re/Max

SUDDEN VALLEY — Decem-
ber’s Jingle Bell Brunch was not 
only a wonderful display of holi-
day spirit, but one of community 
spirit as well.

With only a few weeks to plan, 
the community came together in 
force to put together one of the 

most festive and well attended 
holiday events Sudden Valley 
has seen in years.

With more than 450 people 
in attendance, each participant 
enjoyed a delicious hearty buffet 
breakfast, was serenaded by de-
lightful carolers, took beautiful 
professional photos with Santa 
and Mrs. Claus and the kiddos 
made a variety of fun crafts. The 

entire event was free to all thanks 
to the sponsors El Agave 2 and 
Sudden Valley RE/MAX, namely 
The Best Bellingham Homes 
Team and The Weitzel Home 
Team.

Of course, this great event 
wouldn’t have been possible 
without the countless volunteers 
and donors.

Thank you to organizers 

Karen Jarvis Bochert, Sommer 
Cronck, Carmen Andrew. Thank 
you to CTK Sudden Valley, Valley 
Arts Group and the South What-
com Library for sponsoring craft 
tables.

Also, thank you to the Worline 
family, Manning family, Cronck 
family, Cyndi Johnson, Kristy 
Smith, Judy White, Whitney and 
Mike Pearce, Lish and Donn 

Jamtaas, Libby Feller, Gary Bara, 
Stu Mitchell, Linda Bradley, Mi-
chael Wadsworth, Taimi Van de 
Polder, Harlow Van de Polder, 
Sam Shahan, Chris and Karen 
Weitzel, the lovely Sudden Val-
ley carolers and to Cruz and his 
family.

A special thanks to Scott and 
Barbara Walsh, aka Mr. and Mrs. 
Claus.

Jingle Bell Brunch organizers, above, and Mr. and Mrs. Claus at the 2022 Jingle Bell 
Brunch.  (Photo courtesy Sudden Valley Re/Max)

Jingle Bell Brunch offers holiday, community spirit

South 
Whatcom 
Library 
activities, 
events
South Whatcom Storytime

Wednesdays from 10:30-11 
a.m.

For ages 2-6, an open pro-
gram that includes stories, 
rhymes, and songs with oppor-
tunities for movement and in-
teractive participation.

Tweens learn to draw
after school

Tuesday, Feb. 14 from 4:30-
5:30 p.m.

Join us at the South Whatcom 
Library for a four-part drawing 
course taught by local Sudden 
Valley artist Sunny Palmtag.

Each session will build upon 
the last as attendees learn the 
fundamentals and new tech-
niques.

Registration is limited and re-
quired for each of the four class-
es. This program is for young 
people ages 9-14. Bring your 
eagerness for artistic expression 
and all else will be provided.

Mapping your world
Wednesday, Feb. 15 from 

3:30-4:30 p.m.
Join us for a creative map-

making program where we’ll 
chart the most important things 
in our lives.

See Library Events on 11
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FINANCIALS
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Dental
Care
for the

Whole
Family

FINANCIALS
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To place a classified ad, please email 
mitze@lyndentribune.com or call (360) 354-4444.

Deadline: 23rd of each month
Monthly Rates: $15 per column inch

GOOD NEIGHBOR 
GARDENING

February = Time to Prep Beds, Plant!
Design/Redesign; Pruning; Clean-Ups;

Curb Appeal and Maintenance For Your Home,
a “For Sale” Home, Second Home, Rental

Check me out on FACEBOOK
Contact Terry 360-671-7369

LAWN MOWING & 
LANDSCAPING

 

  
CALL or TEXT 360-318-5426

Mowing, Hedge Trimming, Pruning, 
Limbing, Tree Work, Weeding, 
Hauling of Gravel, Mulch & Dirt
Flagstone & Paver Installation

PRESSURE WASHING & 
DUMP RUNS

 

  
360-312-8409

Pressure Washing of Decks, Rock Work, Driveways, 
Roofs, Gutters, Sidewalks, Houses

Dump Runs/Haul Away of Household & Yard Debris
Call now to set up an appointment!

Landscape Clean Ups • Mowing • Pruning • Excavator Work
Weeding • Landscape Installation • Tree Work • Mulch
Gravel • Dirt • Dump Runs • Pressure Washing • More! 

ELITE LANDSCAPE 
& MINI-EXCAVATION LLC

 

 *ELITELM817BB 360-296-4824
www.EliteLandscapeExcavation.com

VACANT LOTS WANTED!
I continually have buyers looking for quality vacant lots
in Sudden Valley. Contact me for a market evaluation.

Greg Paul
360-739-7354
GregPaul@Remax.net

Looking to purchase a 1-story home in 
Sudden Valley. We are now in a 2-story 
house in SV and need to move into a 

1-story. If you are thinking of selling your 
single story here, please contact us. 

Email: svhousesearch@gmail.com

SVCA acronyms
ACC – Architectural Control
Committee
AGM – Annual General Meeting
BOD – Board of Directors
BMP - Best Management Practices
CC&Rs – Covenants, Conditions
& Restrictions
CIP – Capital Improvement Plan
CRRRF – Capital Repair and Replacement
Reserve Fund
CTK – Christ the King Church
DNR  - Washington State Department of 
Natural Resources
DOE - Washington State Department of 
Ecology
DRC – Document Review Committee
EIS - Emergency Information System
FTE – Full Time Employees
GIS - Geographic Information System
GM – Sudden Valley’s General
Manager
GMA – Growth Management Act
HOA – Homeowner’s Association
LAMIRD - Limited Areas of More Intensive 
Rural Development
LRPC – Long Range Planning Committee
LWPG – Lake Whatcom Policy Group
LWWSD - Lake Whatcom Water & Sewer 

District
MOU – Memorandum of Understanding
MPR – Multi-Purpose Room
N&E – Nominations and Elections
NPDES-  National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System
OPS – Operations
PSE - Puget Sound Energy
PUD – Planned Unit Development
RCW - Revised Code of Washington
REC – Parks & Recreation Department
RFP – Request for Proposals
RFQ – Request for Qualifications
ROW - Right-of-Way
SGM – Special General Meeting
SOP – Standard Operating Procedure
SVCA – Sudden Valley Community Asso-
ciation
UDR – Undesignated Reserves
WCLS - Whatcom County Library System
WCOG - Whatcom Council of Govern-
ments
WCSO – Whatcom County Sheriff’s Office
WDFW - Washington State Department of 
Fish and Wildlife
WTA - Whatcom Transportation Authority
WUCIOA – RCW 64.90 – The WA Uniform 
Common Interest Ownership Act 

Please 
Recycle

this Paper.

5100 Pacific Highway Ferndale, WA

360-676-1131

Ethan Tucker                Tree Care
• HAZARD TREE REMOVAL • PRUNING & Care 
  • Climbing Work/Limbing • Tree Felling & Cutting

    • Brush & Invasive Plant Removal • Fire Safety Clearing

WA lic. #602613769  ISA# PN-5447A Lic#ETHANTT907N7

FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed and Insured 

Please Call 360-298-0903
ethantuckertreecare@gmail.com

South Whatcom Library 

Events, activities

Continued from 8

Teddy Bear biography
Wednesday, March 15 from 

3:30-4:30 p.m.
Bring your favorite plush or 

stuffed animal and write their 
origin story. We provide the 
blank books. You provide the 
imagination. 

Introduction to Seed Saving
Saturday, April 8 from 1:30-

3 p.m.
Learn how to grow and save 

your own home garden seeds 
with an expert from the Salish 
Seed Guild.

They’ll walk you through ev-
ery step of the process, from 
planning and plant selection all 
the way to tending, harvesting 
methods, and storage.

Bring your questions and get 
ready to grow.

Whole Round Earth
Wednesday, April 19 from 

3:30-4:30 p.m.
To celebrate Earth Day we’ll 

work on a collaborative art proj-
ect, decorating and assembling 
individual pages to create a 
whole round earth.

Do you have questions or 
want more information? Give us 
a call at (360) 305-3632.

March 3-April 1
Whatcom READS Art Challenge 
Allied Arts of Whatcom County, 1418 Cornwall Ave., Belling-
ham, will host the annual Whatcom READS Art Challenge from 
March 3-April 1. The challenge is a partnership with the Bell-
ingham and Whatcom libraries’ Whatcom READS program. 
Local artists were tasked with reading this year’s chosen 
book, The Cold Millions by Jess Walter. Artists are then invited 
to create works inspired by their reading of the book. Also 
featured in the gallery are works by Kiki Cardarelli, Harmoney 
Devauney, Lyz Stamen, Jessica Silver, and Rupert Ayton. Allied 
Arts is a non-profit gallery, proceeds from all sales go toward 
supporting the arts in the community. Email kelly@alliedarts.
org for more information.
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360-733-3700

1200 Lakeway Drive, Unit #2 
Bellingham, WA 98229

www.sunmarkproperties.com
email: sunmarkproperties@msn.com 

John Kelleher
Broker

Jackie Ryan
Designated Broker

Vadim Kotsyuba
Broker

Azam Nader
Broker

TRUST YOUR LOCAL SALES OFFICE!

No smoking of any kind, no drugs. Applicants must have good credit. Application fee - $35 single, $45 married.

SUDDEN VALLEY HOUSES & CONDOS
Rental Listings

WE’VE MOVED!
Please visit us at

BRAND NEW Construction all one level 
home with 3 beds, 2 baths. Gorgeous 
kitchen w/oversized 8’ island and big 
pantry, wide open layout and tall vaulted 
ceiling. Elegant soft close cabinetry 
throughout the whole house w/quartz 
countertops & high quality luxury  laminate 
flooring. 1572 sq ft. Laundry/mud room, 
entryway closet w/bench & coat rack. 
Large covered outdoor living area and 
amazing mountain views! Fenced & fully 
landscaped yard w/extra parking for RV/
Boat. Has efficient heating and A/C. About 
35 mins to Bellingham/Vancouver B.C./
Mt. Baker. Seller offering rate buy down! 
Priced to sell. $399,000

20 Sparrow Ct. (Gate 2)........................................$109,000
Semiahmoo- 5487 Wood Duck Lp (Bay View Lot).........$349,000

SUDDEN VALLEY VACANT LOTS

NEW LISTING

1 bedroom 1.5 bath loft condo on golf course. Rent $1650
3 bedroom 2.5 bath, Pacific View area Bellingham. Rent $3200 

Stress Free Property Management

Let us handle your rental!

- 38 Years Experience 
- Sudden Valley Experts

Call Azam at 360-733-3700

10% OFF Entire Purchase
With Coupon

One coupon per customer. Coupon cannot be combined with any other discounts.

 (360) 389-5749
www.petstopinfo.net/Petstop-Sudden-Valley

Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 11am-7pm, 
Closed Sunday & Monday

1941 Lake Whatcom Blvd, Bellingham, 98229

Locally Owned Since 1993

Macie

����������������������������������������
��
�������
������
�����������	��

������������������������������������������������
�����������������

���
�	���
����������������������������

�����

����������������������
���
������������������

������������������������������
������ ­�������������
�	��������������
���������	���
��
������������������������������������
�������������������	������
��
������������	�����������������
�
�����
������������������������������
����
������������������������������	���
������	�����������������
����������������������������������
������
��������������������������������
�������������
���������������
�����������
��������������
�������
����
���������������
������������
��������	�������
�����������
������������������������������������������
������

��������
������������������������
��
���
������������
��
�����������
����������
�
���������������������	������
������
�
����
���������������
����������
������
�������
�����������	���������	�������������
�����

��������
��������
���
��
�������������
������
�������

THE SUDDEN VALLEY IS SPONSORED BY:

��������������������������������������������������
��������������������������������
�������������
������������������������
������������	������
�

���������
����������������������������
�������������������������������

Opening this gate, moving out the 
car, then closing the gate before the 
horses got wind of our movements 
was tricky. 

“The summer of that year our 
ranch was a dreamed of vacation 
spot for our friends and relatives. 
There were welcomed drop-ins al-
most every weekend, enjoying our 
potlucks, horseback riding, fast 
jeep rides in the open fields and 

fishing for pan-sized trout in the 
creek.

“September, when the public 
school bus gathered up the chil-
dren for their respective schools 
(Geneva and Whatcom Junior 
High), came too soon for all of us.

“Oct. 15 was a red letter day for 
all. Our new home was ready for us 
with all its city life perks: electricity, 
television, tap water, an oil furnace 
with baseboard heat, and two bath-
rooms.

“Good stuff comes about when 
one waits long enough.” 

For Mike Corning, youngest of 
the Corning children, growing up 
on the ranch was a halcyon time. 
Though only nine years old when 
the family moved to the ranch, he 
has vivid memories of his life there. 

“It’s because we had the free-
dom to run around and do what 
we wanted, there was only the five 
of us.” 

He tells of the wild draft horses 

that ran on the property, and how 
he and his siblings . would climb 
up on the huge old growth stumps 
while one of them chased the hors-
es in that direction. As they passed 
by, the children would leap from 
the stump onto the horse’s back. 
“We’d ride around and eat wild 
huckleberries.” 

It wasn’t long before the ranch 
had its own horses and Mike had 
many an adventure with a dappled 
white mare named Princess (see 
photo). “I’d take Princess, along 
with an overnight pack my mother 
prepared which included a little 
flour, salt, pepper and some Crisco. 
Then I’d ride up stream into what is 
now Gate 3.” He’d find a likely spot, 
where the fishing looked good and 
set up his camp. When he caught 
the inevitable trout, he’d fry it over 
an open fire. 

“Dad used to tell me, ‘If there’s 
any cougars or bears, Princess will 
tell you.’ But nothing ever really 
came too close to us.” 

It was a quieter world then, so 
quiet that Mike and his friend Bob 
Bornstein, who lived on the other 
side of the lake, would plan their 
“strategies for the day” by just talk-
ing across the water in the right 
pitch. 

“I just lived on the lake when I 
was a kid, it was a fantastic time to 
grow up. We found lots of things to 
do without having cable [fV].” 

Mike also recalls riding Prin-
cess to the Geneva School, which is 
now the Waldorf School on Austin 
Street. It would take him about an 
hour-and- a-half, he says, to go up 

over Lake Louise Road. 
At one point, Glen Corning 

was approached by someone who 
wanted to build a camp for kids. 
Corning liked the idea and subse-
quently donated the land for what’s 
now known as The Firs.

Initially, the only road was the 
one into the ranch, so the kids 
would arrive with all their camping 
gear and take a boat over from the 
Corning dock, which was located 
on what’s now PM Beach. 

Rising taxes eventually moti-
vated Corning to put the ranch up 
for sale. He offered it first to the 
state. According to his son, Mike, 
the state couldn’t reach a conclu-
sion, so Corning sold the ranch to 
developer Ken Sanwick, and Sud-
den Valley was born. 

After the sale, the Comings re-
located to Eastern Washington. 
Eventually, though, they all

found their way back to What-
com County and all three of the 
children now live on the lake. “I 
didn’t really appreciate it” says 
Mike, “until I came back after a 
stint in the Air Force.” 

The Valley has changed a lot 
since the Comings lived here, but 
there are places where its history 
bleeds through: Lake Louise was 
named for Banning Austin’s wife; 
Austin Creek has an obvious con-
nection; the Adult Center (before 
it burned) was the Corning ranch 
house. Coming’s horse barns are 
still the center of a lot of activity; 
and people still get up every day 
amidst some of the most splendid 
country in the world.

Yore: When Sudden Valley was a working ranch
Continued from 1


