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IN THE DAYS OF YORE …

D
id you know that Sudden Valley was once 
home to a beautiful, covered bridge?

Although Sudden Valley’s covered 
bridge was built in 1971, it was a tradi-
tional timber-truss bridge with wood 

decking and siding. Wooden bridges are covered to 
extend their lifespan by protecting the wooden struc-
tural members from the weather.

While covered bridges are known to last upwards 
of 100 years, Sudden Valley’s covered bridge suc-
cumbed to rot in just 18 short years.

The covered bridge was closed in 1988 as manage-
ment and community members called for preserving 

Sudden Valley once had covered bridge

Left, the covered bridge in 
the winter. Above, Earlie 
Franks of One Way Construc-
tion removes timbers inside 
the covered bridge. (Sudden 

Valley Views) 

DOR ruling 

withdrawn 

against Sudden 

Valley

SUDDEN VALLEY — On Feb. 28, the 
Department of Revenue (DOR) withdrew 
the letter ruling issued against the Sudden 
Valley Community Association (SVCA) re-
garding the matter of any unclaimed trans-
fer fee refunds.

In late October 2022, the Association be-
came aware through social media posts of 
a binding letter ruling that had been issued 
against the SVCA by the DOR.

The ruling was issued in response to an 
inquiry by a current board director on the 
question of whether unreturned fees iden-
tified as part of the transfer fee refund pro-
gram would have to be returned to the state 
as unclaimed funds after a period of three 
years.

The Association’s general counsel, act-
ing on behalf of the Association, requested 
the DOR withdraw the ruling as void and 
unenforceable as the Association did not 
authorize any of its representatives to re-
quest the ruling, and the individual who 
requested the ruling did so without the 
knowledge or approval of the Association.

The director’s inquiry also lacked back-
ground as to why legal counsel had ad-
vised the additional transfer fee policy be 
rescinded or the subsequent opinion writ-
ten regarding any unclaimed transfer fees 
remaining at the expiration of the refund 
program.

The transfer fee refund program was im-
plemented in October 2022 after the SVCA 
Board of Directors, under the advisement 
of SVCA’s legal counsel, voted unanimous-
ly to rescind Policy 2016-1 - Capital Hold-
ings Transfer Fee.

The rescinded 2016 policy imposed an 
additional transfer fee of one-quarter of 1% 
of the sale price on all home/lot sales with-
in Sudden Valley.

The fee was deemed inappropriate and 
a refund program was implemented to al-
low a buyer or seller who paid the addition-
al transfer fee to claim a refund.

By Sarah McCauley
Staff Reporter

SUDDEN VALLEY — In preparation for 
the Sudden Valley Community Association’s 
election this fall, the SVCA Board of Directors 
approved a contract with Unilect.

The contract was negotiated during the 
Feb. 9 general meeting.

It then came before the board at the 

March 9 meeting with the proposed 
changes.

The contract is the same as in previ-
ous years, with the exception of the agreed 
upon dates which can be viewed in the 
meeting packet through the Sudden Valley 
Community Association website.

For this year’s election, ballots are 
scheduled to be mailed to members on 
Sept. 27 and the deadline for receipt of 

mailed ballots is noon Nov. 3.
SVCA’s website will be receiving long-

awaited improvements after the board 
approved funding to begin the improve-
ments. In 2022, $10,483 was set aside for 
improvements to the site to improve user 
experience, but the work was not complet-
ed. Recently, the website has been experi-
encing “major issues with its foundational 
infrastructure,” according to a summary of 
the plan.

SVCA Manager Jo Anne Jensen said the 
request for funding is open-ended because 
it’s not possible to know the ancillary costs 
that would be incurred to review and reor-
ganize the content.

Jensen gave the example of needing 
to hire temporary labor to upload, re-
name, and relink documents from one of 
the three sites where content is currently 
stored.

The new design is similar to the current 
one, but simplifies the layout and modern-
izes functional elements. Jensen said the 

communications team has not finalized a 
design, but the work has provided enough 
direction to move forward.

Other takeaways from the March SVCA 
Board of Directors Meetings:

• Board Member Sonia Voldt reminded 
everyone that 2023 is the 50th Anniversary 
of Sudden Valley’s incorporation. Voldt 
also said that there are still openings for 
committees and people should consider 
joining by contacting the main office, or 
signing up through the website.

• Jensen offered a reminder to the com-
munity that culvert cleaning is happening 
and community members may notice con-
struction crews at work.

“Please be aware that culvert cleaning 
and inspection work is ongoing,” Jensen 
said.

• Jensen also said the sauna in the adult 
center is closed in February for evaluation 
and repair. The manager added that mem-

Unilect contract approved, website improvements coming

See Unilect on 3

See Bridge on 11



Sudden Valley ViewsPage 2 | April 2023

Mother's Day will be here
soon, treat her with a... 

DELIVERED TO YOUR HOME
AUGUST - SEPT EMBER

www.headwatersfarmwa.comwww.headwatersfarmwa.comwww.headwatersfarmwa.comwww.headwatersfarmwa.comwww.headwatersfarmwa.comwww.headwatersfarmwa.comwww.headwatersfarmwa.com

 Sudden
Valley
Bouquet
Subscription

Gift Vouchers Available Gift Vouchers Available Gift Vouchers Available Gift Vouchers Available Gift Vouchers Available Gift Vouchers Available 

 Bellingham, WA
(360) 778-3323

SOUND PAINTING COMPANY

Top notch quality & service since 1979
www.soundpaintingcompany.com

FULL SERVICE PAINTING

INTERIORS (Mostly) 

• All/Part Brush/Roll
• Clean application
• Thorough coverage
• Acoustical  “popcorn” ceilings
  painted

Selective EXTERIORS

• Premier products
• Thorough prep
• Thoughtful application
• Lasting durability

SOUND PAINTING COMPANY   -   we always respond to your call!

Terry: (360) 778-3323

(360) 778-3323 • Lic# SOUNDPC033DJ

By Nancy Alyanak
SVCA Member

SUDDEN VALLEY — When 
Whatcom County completes its 
planned Lookout Mountain trail 
program, Sudden Valley will have 
a direct connection to two Na-
tional Scenic Trails.

A connection between the 
Lookout Mountain trail system 
and the 1200-mile Pacific North-
west Trail (PNT) is part of the 
County’s park development plan.

Hikers will be able to walk out 
of their door, enter the Lookout 
Mountain trails, hike to Squires 
Lake Park just north of Alger and 
pick up the PNT.

Turn east on the PNT and 
go to Glacier National Park in 
Montana. Turn west on the PNT 
and go to the Pacific Ocean and 
Olympic National Park.

If more hiking is in your plans, 
turn south on the Pacific Crest 
Trail (PCT) where the two trails 

intersect east of Ross Lake, then 
continue hiking to California.

For PNT maps, see www.pnt.
org.

For a day hike, try the PNT 
trails on Blanchard Mountain, 
located four miles west of Al-
ger. Blanchard Mountain is well 
known for Samish Overlook, Oys-
ter Dome, Lily Lake and Lizard 
Lake.

Last year, the PNT gained a 
new attraction: a beautiful bench 
on North Butte Overlook. The 

bench was installed by the Skagit 
Whatcom Island Trail Mainte-
nance Organization (SWITMO) 
volunteers.

SWITMO volunteers are re-
sponsible for maintaining  and 
building PNT trails across the 
three counties. The bench com-
memorates SWITMO found-

ers Joan and Duane Melcher. 
Strong advocates for the PNT, the 
Melchers are past PNT Associa-
tion presidents.

Their work succeeded when 
the PNT received the National 
Scenic Trail designation though 
an act of congress.

Joan also started the Skagit 

Audubon Hiking group. Informa-
tion about their weekly hikes is 
published in the Skagit Flyer, the 
newsletter of the Skagit Audubon 
Society. See www.skagitaudu-
bon.org/newsletter.

For a Blanchard Mountain 
trail map, see www.dnr.wa.gov/
publications/blanchard.pdf.

Long distance connectivity comes to Sudden Valley trails

North Butte Overlook, Blanchard Mountain: A part of Joan and Duane’s bench is visible 
in this North Butte Overlook photograph shot on a March 15 Skagit Audubon hike. That 
day there was more snow on Blanchard than hikers expected. (Photo courtesy Neil O’Hara)

Kulshan Community Land 
Trust (KulshanCLT) will host 
the Northwest Community Land 
Trust Coalition (NWCLTC) gath-
ering, May 2–4, at Semiahmoo 
Resort in Blaine.

As one of the larger regional 
community land trust events 
in the country, the KulshanCLT 
event will attract 130–150 afford-
able housing participants from 
Alaska, Washington, Oregon, Ida-
ho and Montana, to Blaine. 

The event will feature edu-
cational sessions in a beautiful 
seaside setting and the famous 

NWCLTC Bocce Ball Tourna-
ment. This event is a not-to-miss 
opportunity for people in the field 
as well as the public to learn more 
about the community land trust 
(CLT) model and permanently af-
fordable homeownership.

Sessions will include history of 
CLTs; disaster preparedness and 
planning; staffing, growth and 
succession planning; a lenders’ 
panel; and storytelling.

This is an in-person event with 
a hybrid format so that people 
can also join virtually.

Learn more at kulshanclt.org.

Community Land Trusts with KulshanCLT
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Family
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bers have come forward and said 
they have seen community mem-
bers taking food into the sauna, 
which is not allowed. 

“Sudden Valley is a very big 
place and has many assets to 
maintain,” she said. “While we 
conduct frequent checks on all 
facilities, and perform custodial 
tasks on a regular schedule, care-
lessness and malicious damage 
add significantly to our workload. 
Please help us minimize this by 
letting administration or security 
know if you see someone damag-
ing property.” 

Meanwhile, the sauna in the 
recreation center is still fully op-
erational, Jensen said.

-- Contact Sarah McCauley at sar-
ah@lyndentribune.com.

Unilect: 

Contract 
approved
Continued from 1

By JoAnne Jensen
Sudden Valley GM

March’s focus was getting fa-
cilities and programs ready for the 
warmer weather. As the days get 
warmer, more and more people 
start to take advantage of the golf 
course, parks, and trails, and the 
opening days for the marina and 
pools get closer.

Snowplows have been put away 
for the season and the mowers are 
being tuned up. Before we com-
pletely turn our attention to the 
new season, however, we are tak-
ing time to discuss what worked 
well and what could be improved 
for next year’s snow removal plan.

Update on culvert cleaning and 
the 10-year roads plan

Work on cleaning SVCA’s many 
culverts is going well and is slight-
ly ahead of schedule. Inspections 
of the culverts and roads is also 
progressing, although the variable 
weather has caused some chal-
lenges.

If you are aware of any areas 
with standing water issues, con-
tact the administrative office at 
office@SuddenValley.com or 360-
734-6430.

Department Updates
Administration
Activity Summary
• Continued work on network re-
organization to prepare for transi-
tion to cloud.
•  Kicked off project to reorganize 
and update SVCA’s website, Sud-
denValley.com.
•  Actively interviewing to fill cur-
rent open staff positions.

Successes
•  Implemented a new HR filing 
system in preparation for seasonal 
hiring.

Planned Work
• Finalize 2023 Association events.
•  Continue screening and inter-
viewing applicants for open staff 
positions.

Accounting
Activity Summary
• Continued routine work to main-
tain monthly financial schedule; 
delivered January financials on 
schedule.
• Finalized 2023 calendar, includ-
ing audit, reserve study, and bud-
get preparation.

Successes
•  Continuing to process transfer 
fee refunds.

Planned Work
• Work with department managers 
to review preliminary results for 
first quarter.

Maintenance
Activity Summary
• Started Lake Louise trail gazebo 
re-roofing project.
• Repaired gravel parking area at 
AM/PM Park. 
• Repaired trail to morning beach. 
•  Manufactured fork extensions 
for safer installation of chipper 
boxes on OP-20 and OP-21.
• Culvert cleaning project (in prog-
ress).
• Mailbox cleaning (in progress).
• Dry Slip organization at marina 
(in progress).
•  Removed snowplows and sand-
ers and serviced them prior to 
storage.
• Replacing a shaft bearing on one 
of the sanders (in progress – part 
on order).
•  Installed pallet racks to store 
snow ploughs.
• Restocked anti-ice brine supply.
• Removed tree that fell from SVCA 
greenspace onto private property.
• Repaired emergency brake on 

OP-20.
• Replaced headlights on OP-20.
• Repaired guard rail on Polo Park 
Drive.
• Planted grass at AM/PM park.
• Began clean-up of clubhouse ex-
terior.

Successes
• Janitorial Service has resumed. 
• Sprung structure has been re-or-
ganized to better utilize space for 
storing snowplows and sanders.

Planned Work
• Culvert cleaning project (in prog-
ress).
•  Have sauna evaluated at adult 
center for rehabilitation (waiting 
for quote).
• Continue with marina organiza-
tion (in progress). 
• Finalize UTV snow removal route 
analysis and plan for next season.
• Prepare AM/PM park for spring 
opening.
• Continue cleaning of exterior of 
clubhouse.
• Remove brine tank from OP-24 
and service pump. 
• Remove studded snow tires from 
OP-24 and SP-6
• Replace shaft bearing on sander.
• Organization of center row in RV 
storage area.
• Repair or replace pressure wash-
er. 

Recreation
Activity Summary
• Continuing to support residents 
as they renew their marina moor-
age agreements.
•  Began interviewing candidates 
for lifeguards and other seasonal 
staff.
• Working to finalize agreement 
with YMCA for summer swim les-
sons.
• Developed 2023 pool schedule.

Successes

• Added new rowing machine to 
the fitness center.
•  Finalizing agreement with per-
sonal trainer.

Planned Work
• Propose updated rental rates for 
facilities.
• Continue interviewing for life-
guards and other seasonal staff.
• Order and install new buoys for 
the marina.
• Plan lily pad mitigation.

Golf
Activity Summary
• Hosted a successful Winter Se-
ries event.
• Met with turf manager regarding 
spring course maintenance proj-
ects.
• Revising first assistant position to 
attract qualified candidates.
•  Hired and began training two 
new seasonal employees.
• Sent offer letters to two new sea-
sonal hires.
•  Attended golf club meeting as 
they approved their 2023 budget. 
Promoted and began set up for 
last Winter Series event on March 
25. 
• Re-booked two golf outings and 
booked one new outing.

Successes
• A good week of weather brought 
solid revenue and helped us catch 
up to March 2022 month-to-date.

Planned Work
• Continue to re-book golf outings.
• Decide regarding switching 
credit card processing provider.
• Host final Winter Series event.
•  Communicate spring turfcare 

maintenance plan to golf mem-
bers.

Turf Care
Activity Summary
• Wrapped up fall/winter projects.
• Golf course sand topdressing 
continues up to opening day, then 
tapers back to a more focused 
need throughout the course, 
working around play.
• All putting greens have had a 
pre-season fertility application of 
fertilizer and Cal/Mag to initiate 
spring green-up. 
•  Our focus going forward is to-
ward conditioning rather than ex-
tensive project work.

Successes
• High traffic areas and put-
ting green surrounds sand top-
dressed.
• Golf irrigation system pressur-
ized for the season.
• No. 15 hillside tee box complex 
clean-up project completed.
• Volunteer assistance with refin-
ishing the golf course water cooler 
huts substantially completed. Of 
the four we have, two completed 
and two left to re-stain. 

Planned Work
• Tee box aerating, overseeding, 
bulk calcium and sand topdress-
ing application underway.
• Troubleshooting irrigation sys-
tem electrical. Irrigation heads on 
No. 1 and No. 15 not communicat-
ing with computer central.
• Continue with sprinkler head 
and drainage catch basin clearing.
•  Planning to identify prospective 
crew members for seasonal work.

Plans and updates: Planning for summer days



Sudden Valley ViewsPage 4 | April 2023

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President: Andrew Tischleder; Vice President: Sam Shahan; Secretary: Brian 
Cope; Treasurer: Sonia Voldt; Members: Nancy Alyanak, Asia Andrade, Linda 

Bradley, Stu Mitchell, and Taimi Van de Polder.
ACC Chair: Keith McLean; N&E Chair: Michael Wadsworth

  
Sudden Valley Views is the official publication of the Sudden Valley 

Community Association. Published monthly, it has a circulation of 4,074.
Publisher: Sudden Valley Community Association

Executive Editor: Lynden Tribune and Print Company
Layout and design: Bill Helm, 360-354-4444, bill@lyndentribune.com
Reporter: Sarah McCauley, 360-354-4444, sarah@lyndentribune.com

Advertising Manager: Mitze Kester 360-354-4444, mitze@lyndentribune.com

    The Views is published monthly for a subscription price of $24 per year by the 
Sudden Valley Community Association. 
    POSTMASTER: Please send address changes (Form No. 3579) to Sudden Valley 
Community Association, 4 Clubhouse Circle, Bellingham, WA 98229.
    The acceptance of an ad in the Views does not constitute approval of the Sudden 
Valley Community Association. Comments expressed in the Views are not necessar-
ily the opinions of the SVCA, its officers or Board of Directors, but are solely those 
of the writers. No non-advertising portion of the Views is subject to pre-publication 
review by anyone but the editor.

Sudden Valley Views
Sudden Valley Community Association

4 Clubhouse Circle, Bellingham, WA 98229
www.suddenvalley.com

  
Administration Offices / Member Services are 

in the Welcome Center, just inside the Gate 2 entrance

Hours: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. for remote assistance (phone or email)
9 a.m. - 4 p.m. for in-person assistance, Monday through Friday 

Administration Offices/ Member Services: 360-734-6430
Hours: 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. for remote assistance (phone or email), 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. for in-person as-
sistance at the admin office window, Monday through Friday
General Manager: JoAnne Jensen, jjensen@suddenvalley.com
Accounting Manager: Joel Heverling, CPA, acctmgr@suddenvalley.com, Ext. 212
Accounts Receivable: Gil Martinez, ar@suddenvalley.com, Ext. 214
Accounts Payable: Davey Higashi, ap@suddenvalley.com, Ext. 215
Collections Specialist: Angie Huggins, acctclerk@suddenvalley.com, Ext. 243
Recreation Center Front Desk: (360) 366-8450
Director of Golf: Brian Kruhlak, bkruhlak@suddenvalley.com, Ext. 332

DEADLINES

Views The Sudden Valley Views welcomes letters to 
the editor submitted by members of the As-
sociation. Topical submissions of current news 
interest may be accepted up to six times per 
calendar year.
Letters of up to 550 words are allowed.
The editor may edit for style and libel.

SV Views
P.O. Box 153
Lynden, WA 98264
Fax to: (360) 354-4445
Email: bill@lyndentribune.com

SUBMISSIONS POLICY
The deadline for editorial submissions (including letters 
to the editor) for the upcoming issue is the 23rd of each 
month. 
Editorial items may be submitted to: bill@lyndentribune.
com. For advertising information and deadlines, please 
contact Mitze Kester at mitze@lyndentribune.com or call 
360.354.4444.

LETTERS

What to do about 
speeding into SV 
entrance
Editor, 

I recently have seen multiple 
daily accounts of people speeding 
into the Sudden Valley Lake Lou-
ise entrance on Marigold Drive.

What concerns me the most 
is where the Lake Louise trail 
entrance is by the spa/condo 
complex parking lots. There is no 
stop sign or speed bumps.

I have seen on daily occasions 
people walking their dogs just 
trying to cross Marigold to get to 
the path with cars speeding and 
near misses.

I’m not sure how we can ad-
dress this because it is a safety 
concern and this is a residen-
tial community with kids at play 
too.

There should be measures 
in place regarding this safety 
concern; to either have a stop 
sign installed, cross walk added, 
speed bumps, or having in place 
a speeding radar police machine 
on Marigold Drive. 

Thank you for your time re-
garding this safety concern. 
Jason Golonka
Sudden Valley

Submitting letters 
to the editor

The Sudden Valley Views 
encourages letters to the edi-
tor. However, submissions must 
refrain from attacking individuals 
without providing supporting 
documentation or a rational and 
legally defensible justification.

Letters should be emailed to 
bill@lyndentribune.com and 
should not exceed 550 words.

Your letter must include your 
full name, complete address and 
telephone number.

Your address and telephone 
number will not be printed in the 
newspaper, but will be used for 
verification by newspaper staff.

Neither unsigned letters nor 
letters containing personal at-
tacks of a libelous nature will be 
published.

The Sudden Valley Views 
reserves the right to edit or refuse 
any letter. All columns and letters 
on the opinion page are the views 
of the authors and do not neces-
sarily reflect the views of the Sud-
den Valley Views newspaper.

Remember that first Earth Day? I do. It 
was 53 years ago this month that Earth Day 
was first observed.

On April 22, 1970, led by U.S. Sen. 
Gaylord Nelson, an estimated 20 million 
people nationwide attended the inaugural 
events at tens of thousands of sites across 
the nation. 

Earth Day was created to raise both 
public and political awareness of environ-
mental issues and to inspire action at both 
the local and national level.

At the 10-year anniversary of that Earth 
Day, Sen. Nelson said that his “primary 
objective … was to show the political lead-
ership of the Nation that there was broad 
and deep support for the environmental 

movement.”  
Why was such an event so needed? 

Because at the time (believe it or not, for 
those of you younger folks), there were few 
Federal laws designed to protect you and 
our environment from the tremendous 
amount of pollution spewing into our air 
and waters every day. 

Rivers across the nation were thick and 
toxic.

Raw sewage, pulp mill and mining 
waste products, oil and dangerous chemi-
cals were dumped right into our waters. 
Cuyahoga River in Ohio caught fire numer-
ous times. Lake Eyrie was dying.

For a quick and easy review of the state-
of-our-nation, re-read The Lorax. It used 

to include the line “I hear things are just as 
bad in Lake Eyrie,” but that line has been 
changed now that we’ve cleaned things up.

American people spoke up, and the folks 
in Washington D.C. listened. Soon after 
Earth Day in 1970, our legislature passed 
numerous acts that continue to protect 
you today, the Clean Air Act and the Clean 
Water Act just two among them. States and 
local jurisdictions followed suit. 

The first Earth Day made a difference. 
Today Earth Day recognition events con-
tinue to provide opportunities for commu-
nities to celebrate, to learn and to act. 

What will you do this Earth Day?
Karen Hardesty
Sudden Valley

What will you do this Earth day?

By Mike Brock
SVCA Maintenance Superintendent

SUDDEN VALLEY — Sudden 
Valley Community Association 
will host two Clean Green events 
in April.

These events provide an op-
portunity for residents to dis-
pose of chippable wood debris 
free of charge.

The drop-off site is located 
within the Gate 5 Overflow Park-
ing Area on Lake Louise Road, 

across from Gate 5.
Material must be less than six 

inches in diameter and be chip-
pable. Any non-chippable ma-
terial such as leaves, grass clip-
pings, and yard compost will not 
be accepted.

This service is limited to resi-
dents only, no commercial drop-
off allowed. To take advantage 
of this program, residents can 
bring their chippable material 
from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. April 1 or 
April 15.

Sudden Valley Clean Green Program

Help us celebrate Sudden Valley’s golden anniversary

In the coming months, the public has an oppor-
tunity to help contribute to Sudden Valley’s history 
— literally.

The Sudden Valley Community Association 
(SVCA) is putting together a commemorative book 
to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of Sudden Val-
ley’s incorporation — and we need your help.

The SVCA is looking for interesting and histori-
cal stories and photos of Sudden Valley over the 
years to be included in this special book dedicated 
to our community’s 50th anniversary celebration. 

The commemorative photo history book will be 
available for pre-order on May 1, with delivery in 
early August. 

Please submit historical photos and interesting 
stories for consideration to use in the commemo-
rative book and in upcoming editions of the Sud-
den Valley Views.

We’re seeking slice-of-life photos and stories 
to help us illustrate the ‘feel’ of the community in 
certain eras. 

Electronic copies of historical photos that have 
been scanned may be emailed to Bill Helm, Sud-
den Valley Views Editor at bill@lyndentribune.
com. Please include caption information for each 

photo submitted for consideration: Identify the 
people in the picture, if applicable, as well as pro-
vide the date, location and any other details.

Please also include the name of the person who 
took the photo and the name and contact informa-
tion of the person submitting the pictures in case 
we need to reach you.

If you don’t have an ability to scan the original 
photo (photos of photos can be problematic), or 
if you prefer, submissions may also be brought to 
the Lynden Tribune’s office at 113 Sixth St. We will 
scan the photo and return the originals to you.

While photos throughout our community’s his-
tory are welcome, photos that depict Sudden Val-
ley’s milestones from incorporation through today 
are particularly sought for possible inclusion.

The deadline to submit photos is June 1.
The Sudden Valley Views is also presenting the 

community with a second keepsake in the form of 
a free commemorative edition of the Views - filled 
with stories and features on Sudden Valley’s his-
tory - which will be printed and distributed to all 
members in August.

Additional copies will be available at the 50th 
Anniversary festivities in August.
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CLEANING WITH CARE BY MICHELE
Residential, Commercial, Apartments

Michele Hurley
360-306-7078 • Cleaningwithcarebymichele@gmail.com

Cardiac arrest survivor Bill 
Bishop, 63, recently met the 
many rescuers who saved his life 
following a sudden cardiac arrest 
at the Mt. Baker Ski area this past 
February.

According to a March 24 press 
release from Whatcom County 
EMS, Bill Bishop was seen skiing 
a particularly challenging and 
technical line at the Mt. Baker Ski 
Area and subsequently was found 
unconscious and unresponsive 
lower down the run.

Fortunately, a community 
team of professional rescuers, 
both on and off-duty were able 

to extricate, resuscitate, stabilize 
and evacuate Bishop to the hos-
pital.

More than 21 medical re-
sponders contributed to Bishop’s 
survival that day. While compli-
cated by technical back-country 
terrain and significant distance 
to a medical facility, this success 
was attributed to high-perfor-
mance CPR, immediate airway 
control and continued defibrilla-
tion by experienced rescuers at 
the ski area, allowing Bishop to 
arrive alive at the hospital.

The Mt. Baker Ski Patrol, Aid 
Room staff and off-duty health-

care professionals who respond-
ed are part of the larger emergen-
cy medical services and health 
care community that did not 
hesitate to help. “This community 
effort and willingness to respond 
in a difficult situation are ma-
jor contributors to this success,” 
said Dr. Marvin Wayne, Whatcom 
EMS Medical Program Director.

First responders save life at Mt. Baker Ski Area
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Is a REVERSE mortgage loan  
right for you?
If you have been considering a reverse mortgage 
as a retirement tool, you need to know all the 
facts before you decide one way or the other.

• You owe it to your future to work with someone you can trust.

• I’m like you. I’m local. I live in Sudden Valley and serve YOU in the 
Sudden Valley community.

• 42 years’ experience in mortgage and finance industries.

• You get the backing one of the largest national lenders in America 
– Fairway Independent Mortgage Corporation

• You also get the benefit of working locally with the Marie  
Bjornson Team

• You benefit from a low-key approach without high pressure sales 
tactics. Take your time and do it right.

• I can work directly with your financial advisors to tailor it to your 
specific retirement plan

• I specialize in reverse mortgages to insure you get the focused 
attention you need

Scan here for  
more information

Mike Mitchell, CMPS, CRMP
Reverse Mortgage Planner | NMLS # 1179477

Call Now: 360-676-9600 or direct 360-685-6850

Write Now: mmitchell@fairwaymc.com

Visit Now: https://fairwayreverse.com/

Copyright©2022 Fairway Independent Mortgage Corporation (“Fairway”) NMLS#2289. 4750 S. Biltmore Lane, Madison, 

are not from HUD or FHA and were not approved by HUD or a government agency.  Reverse mortgage borrowers are 
eling sessions with a HUD-approved agency. The youngest borrow-

er must be at least 62 years old. Monthly reverse mortgage advances may affect eligibility for some other programs.  This is not 
an offer to enter into an agreement. Not all customers will qualify. Information, rates and programs are subject to change without 
notice. All products are subject to credit and property approval. Other restrictions and limitations may apply. R02081_MikeMitchell_NewspaperAd

Ethan Tucker                Tree Care
• HAZARD TREE REMOVAL • PRUNING & Care 
  • Climbing Work/Limbing • Tree Felling & Cutting

    • Brush & Invasive Plant Removal • Fire Safety Clearing

WA lic. #602613769  ISA# PN-5447A Lic#ETHANTT907N7

FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed and Insured 

Please Call 360-298-0903
ethantuckertreecare@gmail.com

Kimberly DeYoung
(360) 420-4232
Ferlingk@gmail.com

Services provided include:
- Light House Cleaning
- Meal Prep  - Bathing

-Administering Medication
-Allowing family

time for themselves when needed

“I believe everyone should receive
the respect and dignity

they deserve in their own home.
It would be an honor for me
to care for your loved one.”

10 Years of Experience • CPR & First Aid Trained
Nursing Assistant & Caregiver Certified

If you like lighthouses, barns and seashores, then check out Michael Davolio’s display (above left), April 15 from 4-6 
p.m. at the Sudden Valley Community Center/Barn. If the colors and richness of the Pacific Northwest grab your 
heart, Kristy Carrico-Smith’s works (above right) will inspire you. To see her work, visit El Agave at Sudden Valley, 
April 15 from 4-6 p.m.

By Lee Langdon
SVCA Member

SUDDEN VALLEY — The Val-
ley Arts Group will celebrate two 
featured artists, Michael Davo-
lio and Kristy Carrico-Smith, at 
its quarterly reception, Saturday 
April 15 from 4-6 p.m. Everyone is 
welcome to attend. 

The reception will be held in 
the Community Center/Barn, 
where Davolio’s photographs will 
be on display. Carrico-Smith’s oil 
paintings will be on display near-
by at El Agave.

If you like lighthouses, barns 
and seashores, then check out 
Davolio’s display. If the colors 
and richness of the Pacific North-
west grab your heart, Carrico-
Smith’s works will inspire you. 

Last month’s issue of the Sud-

den Valley Views gave you full 
descriptions on the work of these 
two.

Now we just remind you to 
come to our reception.

April 30 field trip

There will be a field trip to the 
Whatcom Art Market, 1103 11th 
St., Bellingham (Fairhaven) on 
Sunday, April 30.

The Whatcom Art Market is a 
cooperative with 45 artists from 
Whatcom and Skagit counties, 

including several of our mem-
bers. It was voted gold in the lat-
est Bellingham Alive survey.

Artist Peg Alexander has 
agreed to do a presentation for us 
from 1-3:30 p.m. Contact Peggy 
Sullivan at peggysbooks9@gmail.

com for details and a reservation.
Want to know more about this 

thriving Sudden Valley group?  In-
terested in our field trips? Check 
us out at https://www.facebook.
com/ValleyArtsGroup or our 
website valleyartsgroup.org.

Valley Arts Group announces April 15 opening reception

By Mike Brock
SVCA Maintenance Superintendent

SUDDEN VALLEY — Sudden 

Valley Community Association will 
host a Firewise program starting on 
April 24.

The purpose of a Firewise pro-

gram is to promote awareness of 
homeowners to the dangers of fires 
from vegetation surrounding their 
home and other properties.

One hazard that is prevalent 
within Sudden Valley is the tree 
limbs that have fallen naturally or 
during windstorms. These limbs are 
referred to in a Firewise program as 
ground fuels.

Because large limbs are difficult 
to remove, Sudden Valley Com-
munity Association assists home-
owners by providing a free service 
whereby residents of the Associa-
tion can dispose of the tree limbs 
that have broken from trees on or 
surrounding their property. This 
Firewise service is provided by 

SVCA’s Maintenance Department 
during a published scheduled time 
frame.  

Residents can take advantage of 
this program by having their tree 
branches placed in an accessible 
pile next to the roadway prior to 
the scheduled pickup date for their 
area.

Piles of branches placed by the 
roadside after the scheduled pickup 
time will not be picked up and will 
be the property owners’ responsi-
bility. 

Scope of service
• Service is limited to residents; 

no commercial support is available.
• Branches must be plied next to 

the road and easily accessible to the 
Firewise crew.  Do not block ditches 
with branches.

•  Pickup is limited to tree 
branches that have naturally bro-
ken from a tree. Services do not 
include limbs that are cut from an 
established tree. 

• The maximum diameter of the 
limb is six inches.

• There is no limit to the length 
of the limb.

•  The height of a pile of limbs 
should be no more than five feet 
tall.

• Vegetation such as brush, lawn 
waste, tree roots, bagged leaves, etc. 
will not be picked up as these items 
will jam/plug equipment. If these 
items are left alongside the road-
way, they will be the property own-
ers’ responsibility to dispose of.  

•  Questions pertaining to the 
Sudden Valley Community Asso-
ciation’s Firewise program can be 
directed to the maintenance super-
intendent by calling (360) 778-2223.

Firewise 2023 schedule
• April 24 at Gate 5 (Mainte-

nance zones 51-53)
• May 1 at Gate 3 (Maintenance 

zones 3-6
• May 8 at Gates 9 & 13 (Mainte-

nance zones 1-2)
• May 15 at Gate 1 (Maintenance 

zones 10-15)
• May 22 at Gate 2 (Maintenance 

zones 20-26)

Sudden Valley to host Firewise program beginning April 24
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What Can I Shred? 
CREDIT CARD STATEMENTS • OLD TAX FORMS 

PAY SLIPS • INVESTMENT TRANSACTIONS
BANK STATEMENTS • PAPER DOCS W/ SENSITIVE

PERSONAL INFO
 

Please NO:
BINDERS • PLASTIC • BOOKS

MAGAZINES • SPIRAL BOUND NOTEBOOKS

SHRED DAY
Free

SATURDAY, APRIL 22,  9 - 11 AM *
(or until the truck is full)

HOSTED BY YOUR FRIENDLY NEIGHBORS 
RE/MAX Whatcom County • Sudden Valley Office

1937 Lake Whatcom Boulevard

* Limit 3 Banker Boxes per Person
No Drop-Offs - Must be Present to Shred

View homes at www.nwhomes.net
Or call us at (360) 647-5050
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www.DiscoverSuddenValley.com  
360-739-7354

GREG PAUL
• The Top Producer in Unit Sales in Sudden Valley
• Experienced Negotiation Skills
• Strong Online Presence
• Knowledgeable in the

Amenities, Services,
Regulations & Structure
of Sudden Valley

Start The New Year 
In A Brand New Home!
- High Energy E�ciency
- Heating & Cooling
- Soaring Ceilings
- New Appliances

  Many New Homes Under Construction  -  Contact Greg Paul For Details!

(360) 223-9297
jmaurer@afncorp.comGregPaul@Remax.net

John Maurer, NMLS 487494 
• Down payment grant up to 3% program 
• USDA zero-down mortgages 
• Renovation loans • New construction
• Sudden Valley resident
• 30+ years lending experience

Thomas “DaGerm” German
Thermalbluesexpress@gmail.com
open.spotify.com/artist/
3HySPZXwOqLcCl0FnBXfI3

We present high quality “shake your booty” blues with its 
high-spirited originals and a plethora of classic rock, 

Chicago blues and Delta tunes that get you up and dancing 
and leave you rockin’. Led by wailing harmonica, ripping 
guitar, keys, complemented by a heart-stopping rhythm 

section that doesn’t stop!     

 THERMAL BLUES EXPRESS – FACEBOOK, YOUTUBE 
 2 ALBUMS  “MY FRIENDS AND I” AND “FUN GUY”  
 TRADITIONAL/MODERN BLUES AND CLASSIC ROCK

Thermal Blues Express wants to play
your next party! 

Lock Service
• Lock-Outs: Home/Auto/Mailbox

• Mailbox Locks Replaced

• Car Transponder Keys Copied

Tree Service

(360) 733-0648

AA Right- Steve Kure

• Take Down & Limbing

Serving Sudden Valley for 37 years. Cont. # AARIG**O66BD

By Sudden Valley
Amateur Radio Club
SVCA Members 

SUDDEN VALLEY — You might 
ask, what is ham radio? It is a non-
commercial, low-power, two-way 
radio for public use.

Ham radio has a rich history. It 
began in the 1890s and was initial-
ly termed wireless telegraphy. By 
1910, there was an amateur radio 
craze that lead to radio interfer-
ence problems.

The Radio Act of 1912 assigned 
amateur radio to short wave — 
200 meter wavelength or shorter 
— and established licensing re-
quirements. A few years later, the 
American Radio Relay League 
(ARRL) was founded to represent 
the interests of amateur radio op-
erators.  

Ham radio covers a huge range 
of activities, from chatting (also 
called rag chewing) to hams in 
your neighborhood to contact-
ing hams on another continent. 
If you really want to get into ham 
radio, you can bounce signals off 
the moon, take up contests where 
you contact as many stations as 
possible in an allotted timeframe, 
or even contact the International 
Space Station.  

Not only is it a hobby, but ham 
radio is also an important way to 
communicate. In an emergency, 
it may be the only one that works. 
Phone service and internet may 
both be overloaded or fail com-

pletely.
Walkie-talkie radios have very 

short range and don’t work well 
between buildings.

However, even a $50 hand-held 
ham radio has a range of several 
miles under most conditions and 
is much more likely to give a clear 
signal.

Ham operators all over Sudden 
Valley contact each other when-
ever it snows, or during power 
outages, or to get answers to ques-
tions, or to just rag chew.

In a major emergency the 911 
service may be swamped with 
calls, but our hams could talk to 
each other and to an operator at 
a central location, usually the fire 
station, who can relay messages 
to and from the emergency com-
mand center for Whatcom Coun-
ty. 

The Sudden Valley Amateur 
Radio Club (SVARC) practices reg-
ularly, so that we know the system 
is working well. However, there 
are large areas in the valley that 
have few or no ham operators. For 

those areas, we wouldn’t be able 
to get the vital information need-
ed to mount an effective response.

Sudden Valley could really use 
more ham radio operators. What 
is required to operate a ham ra-
dio? An FCC license, which means 
that you have to study and pass a 
test. (No, you don’t have to learn 
Morse code.) 

The SVARC is currently consid-
ering holding a technician level 
training course within the next six 
months in Sudden Valley

Once you have a license, you 
can be on the air and have fun 
in our radio club where you can 
meet enthusiasts with all levels of 
technical ability.

After getting the technician 
license, you can go on to higher-
grade licenses (general and extra) 
and radios that can span conti-
nents, or you can become part of 
a local network regularly contact-
ing other hams in the area, or get 
involved in the local emergency 
services network.

There are endless possibilities 
once you have your license.

The technician class is held at 
the South Whatcom Fire Station 
NO. 22 and involves 18 hours of 
classroom time held over six eve-
ning sessions spanning several 
weeks. It is followed by an offici-
ated exam.

The class is free and the recom-
mended book, ARRL’s Tech Q&A, 
costs less than $20. It costs $15 to 
take the test. It’s a bargain.

It takes a lot of effort and peo-
ple power to put on the technician 
class, so we want to be sure there 
is enough interest to do so. If you 
are interested in taking the techni-
cian class, email techclass2023@
yahoo.com. At the end of the class, 
we plan to do a few hand-held ra-
dio giveaways (details to follow).

If you are already a ham opera-
tor, you are invited to join the club 
netchecks every Sunday evening 

at 7 p.m., first on 147.520 MHz 
simplex, then, following on the 
SVARC repeater at 442.750.

Also, the SVARC meets the first 
Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 
at the fire station. Anyone is wel-
come to come visit who may be 
interested in ham radio.

You can visit us on our website 
at suddenvalleyarc.com and on 
Facebook at Sudden Valley Ama-
teur Radio Club.

The Sudden Valley Amateur Radio Club meets the first 
Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m. at the fire station. 
Anyone is welcome to come visit who may be interested 
in ham radio. (Courtesy Sudden Valley Amateur Radio Club)

Amateur radio club inviting new members

By Sarah McCauley
Staff Reporter

SUDDEN VALLEY — The ten-
nis courts near the main pool at 
Barn 8 are on their way to receiv-
ing much needed repairs after the 
board approved funding for de-
sign and permitting.

The process is anticipated to 
take about five months.

Construction is proposed 
for summer during the Lake 
Whatcom Watershed con-

struction window.
According to a summary of 

the plan, SVCA’s 2023 budget 
includes amounts to make these 
repairs in the combined amount 
of $189,925.

Board Member Asia Marie 
Andrade asked why this court 
was selected for repairs as op-
posed to the one by marina as 
she was under the impression 
that one was in worse shape.

Jensen explained that this 
project is part of a series of 

projects to “rejuvenate the core 
there in the rec corridor” and 
serve as a way to determine how 
to proceed. 

“We’re not actually sure the 
courts are getting much use at 
all, so by repairing this court the 
intent is to track if it’s being used 
so we can evaluate if it’s a rea-
sonable investment to do some-
thing similar for the marina 
courts because they’re equally 
in bad shape,” Jensen said.

The marina docks are set to 
be replaced, bringing another 
improvement to the commu-
nity. 

The board approved funding 
for preliminary design and en-
gineer’s estimate to replace the 
docks.

The docks are scheduled to 
be replaced in 2027, and the re-
placement cost is estimated to 
be $187,177.

“SVCA proposes to complete 
a preliminary design with an 
engineer’s estimate to ensure 
SVCA is adequately budgeting 
for the dock replacements,” ac-
cording to an analysis of the 
proposal.

The floating docks accommo-
date 88 boat slips used mostly 
during the summer.

-- Contact Sarah McCauley at 
sarah@lyndentribune.com.

Barn 8 tennis courts 
to receive repairs

RARE: Recycled Arts Resource Expo
Allied Arts, 1418 Cornwall Ave., Bellingham, will hold the 11th 
annual Recycled Arts Resource Expo – RARE – through April 29. 
Email kelly@alliedarts.org for more information.

Disney’s My Son Pinocchio 
at The Claire
Disney’s My Son Pinocchio, 
Geppetto’s Musical Tale at 
The Claire Theater, April 20-
May 7. . To purchase tickets, 
visit TheClaire.org, call the 
box office at (360) 354-
4425, or email TheClaireBox-
Office@gmail.com.
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Residents can take advantage 
of this annual program by having 

their tree branches placed in 
an accessible pile next 

to the roadway prior to the 
scheduled pickup time for their area.

Piles of branches placed by the roadside
after the scheduled pickup time
will not be picked up and will be

the property owners’ responsibility.
 

For more info,
please call 360.734.6430 or 

email office@SuddenValley.com

SCHEDULE

Gate 5
April 24th  - 28th

 
Gate 3

May 1st  - 5th
 

Gate 3, 9, 13
May 8th  - 12th

Gate 1
May 15th  - 19th

 
Gate 2

May 22nd  - 26th
 

 

5100 Pacific Highway Ferndale, WA

360-676-1131

Skye Luke
Asset Advisor

Estate Sales, Move Outs, 
Garbage Collection, Property Clean Ups, 
Vehicle Removal

LukerativeJR@gmail.com“Rain, Snow or Shine Weʼre on the Grind”

360.812.0911
JUNK REMOVAL
UKERATIVEL

SVCA acronyms

ACC – Architectural Control
Committee
AGM – Annual General Meeting
BOD – Board of Directors
BMP - Best Management Practices
CC&Rs – Covenants, Conditions
& Restrictions
CIP – Capital Improvement Plan
CRRRF – Capital Repair and Replace-
ment
Reserve Fund
CTK – Christ the King Church
DNR  - Washington State Department of 
Natural Resources
DOE - Washington State Department of 
Ecology

DRC – Document Review Committee
EIS - Emergency Information System
FTE – Full Time Employees
GIS - Geographic Information System
GM – Sudden Valley’s General
Manager
GMA – Growth Management Act
HOA – Homeowner’s Association
LAMIRD - Limited Areas of More Inten-
sive Rural Development
LRPC – Long Range Planning Commit-
tee
LWPG – Lake Whatcom Policy Group
LWWSD - Lake Whatcom Water & 
Sewer District
MOU – Memorandum of Understand-

ing
MPR – Multi-Purpose Room
N&E – Nominations and Elections
NPDES-  National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System
OPS – Operations
PSE - Puget Sound Energy
PUD – Planned Unit Development
RCW - Revised Code of Washington
REC – Parks & Recreation Department
RFP – Request for Proposals
RFQ – Request for Qualifications
ROW - Right-of-Way
SGM – Special General Meeting
SOP – Standard Operating Procedure
SVCA – Sudden Valley Community As-

sociation
UDR – Undesignated Reserves
WCLS - Whatcom County Library 
System
WCOG - Whatcom Council of Govern-
ments
WCSO – Whatcom County Sheriff’s 
Office
WDFW - Washington State Department 
of Fish and Wildlife
WTA - Whatcom Transportation Au-
thority
WUCIOA – RCW 64.90 – The WA Uni-
form Common Interest Ownership Act 
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Renew Your Marina Dry, Wet and Combo Slip 

by Friday, May 12, 2023!
Return renewal materials to: 

SVCA Administration, 1850 Lake Whatcom Blvd, 
Bellingham, WA 98229

Questions?  Call SVCA Member Services at 360-734-6430
or email O�ce@suddenvalley.com.

GetWild@WildFISHwives.com • (360) 303-0240 
Free delivery to Sudden Valley & Geneva! Email to arrange; cash, check or Venmo.

WILD 
SEAFOOD

Next Sale Date:
Saturday, 4/8, 10:00AM-4:00PM

Salmon, Smoked Salmon, and Halibut

Gate 1, 73 Windward Drive

360-527-2334  •  cmillerkw@gmail.com  •  www.hicllc.net

Are you without insurance?
Call to see if you qualify for a special enrollment.

Sudden Valley Happenings
April 2023
April 6 from 9-10:30 a.m.
ACC Meeting
Dance Barn 8 Barn View Court, Bellingham

April 13 from 7-9 p.m.
Board of Directors Meeting
Dance Barn 8 Barn View Court, Bellingham

April 20 from 6-7:30 p.m.
ACC Meeting
Dance Barn 8 Barn View Court, Bellingham

April 24 @ 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Nominations and Elections Committee
Dance Barn 8 Barn View Court, Bellingham

April 27 @ 7-9 p.m.
Board of Directors Meeting
Dance Barn 8 Barn View Court, Bellingham

May 2023
May 4 @ 9-10:30 a.m.
ACC Meeting
Dance Barn 8 Barn View Court, Bellingham

May 11 @ 7-9 p.m.
Board of Directors Meeting
Dance Barn 8 Barn View Court, Bellingham

May 18 @ 6-7:30 p.m.
ACC Meeting
Dance Barn 8 Barn View Drive, Bellingham

May 22 @ 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Nominations and Elections Committee
Dance Barn 8 Barn View Court, Bellingham

SVCA Committees Board of 
Directors 
The Board meets at 7 p.m. on the second and 

fourth Thursday of each month in the Dance 
Barn, located at 8 Barn View Court. 

Architectural Control Committee 
The ACC is responsible for reviewing 
requests to make exterior modifications 
to your property. These can include 
general landscaping, fence requests, building 
an addition, tree limbing, and removal 
considerations. The ACC normally has 
meetings the first and third Thursdays of 
every month. One is generally scheduled 
as an AM (9 a.m.) meeting and one a PM (6 
p.m.) meeting. These meetings currently take 
place via Zoom

Finance Committee 
The Finance Committee typically meets 
the third Wednesday of the month, but may 
change that schedule and may have additional 
meetings. 

Nominations and Elections 
Committee 
The Nominations and Elections (N&E) 
Committee typically meets the fourth 
Monday of the month. 

Document Review Committee 
The DRC currently does not have a regular 
schedule. Check the calendar page at 
SuddenValley.com for more information. 

Long-Range Planning Committee 
The LRPC normally meets on the last 
Tuesday of the month at 6 p.m. 

Community clubs 
Valley Arts Group 
Meets quarterly from 10 a.m. to noon at the 
Dance Barn café on the second Saturday of 

January, April, July and October. For more 
information visit valleyartsgroup.org. 

Sudden Valley Amateur Radio Club
Meets at 6:30 p.m. the first Monday of each 
month in the South Whatcom Fire Authority 
training room.

Sudden Valley ALANON 
Group meets on Zoom and in person in the 
South Whatcom County Library Meeting 
Room. Friday book study group from 8:30–9 
a.m., then group session from 9–10 a.m. Visit 
https://wa-al-anon. org/locations/sudden-
valley-southwhatcom-library-building for 
more information. 

Sudden Valley AA 
Two in person meetings per week; 
Saturday 9-10 a.m., Tuesday 6-7 p.m. South 
Whatcom County Library Meeting Room. 
Zoom meetings on Thursdays. Email 
suddenvalleyaa@gmail.com for details. 

TBD 
Finance Committee 
The Finance Committee typically meets 
the third Wednesday of the month, but may 
change that schedule and may have additional 
meetings. 

Nominations and Elections 
Committee 
The Nominations and Elections (N&E) 
Committee typically meets the fourth 
Monday of the month. 

Document Review Committee 
The DRC currently does not have a regular 
schedule. Check the calendar page at 
SuddenValley.com for more information

Grant to fund real-time traffic communications 
system for drivers crossing US-Canada border

WASHINGTON, D.C.  — March 
23,  U.S. Senators Maria Cantwell 
(D-WA) and Patty Murray (D-WA) 
announced that the Whatcom 
Council of Governments will re-
ceive a $458,000 grant for the first 
phase of a binational project to 
replace the antiquated wait time 
communications system at  the 

U.S.-Canada border.
The grant was awarded by the 

U.S. Department of Transporta-
tion’s Strengthening Mobility and 
Revolutionizing Transportation 
(SMART) discretionary grant pro-
gram.

The SMART program was estab-
lished under the Biden-Harris  In-
frastructure Law (BIL) to fund 
deployment  of advanced smart 
community technologies and sys-
tems in order to improve transpor-
tation efficiency and safety.

Cantwell said that each year, 
more than 4.7 million personal ve-
hicles and 500,000 freight trucks 
rely on the ports-of-entry in What-
com County to cross the U.S.-Can-
ada border.

“This federal grant will help re-
place that system with real-time, 
sensor-based technology that 
keeps drivers in the loop and allows 
them to choose their optimal bor-
der crossing times,” Sen. Cantwell 
said. 

The Whatcom Council of Gov-
ernments is working with the 
Washington State Department of 

Transportation (WSDOT) and the 
BC Ministry of Transportation & 
Infrastructure (BCMOTI) to replace 
the public wait time communica-
tion system at all four Whatcom 
County/Lower Mainland BC land 
ports-of-entry: Peace Arch, Pacific 
Highway, Lynden, and Sumas.

  The current system uses 
20-year-old technology and isn’t 
fully accurate. It often miscounts 
vehicles, and the fixed cameras 
can’t be moved when border 
authorities change how lanes are 
used.  

The new system will use the lat-
est sensor-based technology to re-
port real-time wait times at all four 
crossings, in both directions, for 
commercial and personal vehicles. 
Drivers will be able to use this  in-
formation to anticipate wait times 
and schedule their optimal cross-
ing window.

The grant funds the planning 
phase, when WSDOT and BCMOTI 
will work together to determine the 
best technology solution. The agen-
cies hope to launch the new system 
in 2025.
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To place a classified ad, please email 
mitze@lyndentribune.com or call (360) 354-4444.

Deadline: 23rd of each month
Monthly Rates: $15 per column inch

GOOD NEIGHBOR 
GARDENING

April - Plant Trees, Shrubs, Perennials!
Design/Redesign; Pruning; Clean-Ups;

Curb Appeal and Maintenance For Your Home,
a “For Sale” Home, Second Home, Rental

Check me out on FACEBOOK
Contact Terry 360-671-7369

Landscape Clean Ups • Mowing • Pruning • Excavator Work
Weeding • Landscape Installation • Tree Work • Mulch
Gravel • Dirt • Dump Runs • Pressure Washing • More! 

ELITE LANDSCAPE 
& MINI-EXCAVATION LLC

 

 *ELITELM817BB 360-296-4824
www.EliteLandscapeExcavation.com

LAWN MOWING & 
LANDSCAPING

 

  
CALL or TEXT 360-318-5426

Lawn Mowing, Hedge Trimming, 
Tree Trimming, Tree Removal/Limbing, Yard 
Cleanups, Hardscape Work, Excavation Work. 

Year-Round Maintenance Work!

PRESSURE WASHING & 
DUMP RUNS

 

  
360-312-8409

Pressure Washing of Decks, Rock Work, Driveways, 
Roofs, Gutters, Sidewalks, Houses

Dump Runs/Haul Away of Household & Yard Debris
Call now to set up an appointment!

VACANT LOTS WANTED!
I continually have buyers looking for quality vacant lots
in Sudden Valley. Contact me for a market evaluation.

Greg Paul
360-739-7354
GregPaul@Remax.net

Looking to purchase a 1-story home in 
Sudden Valley. We are now in a 2-story 
house in SV and need to move into a 

1-story. If you are thinking of selling your 
single story here, please contact us. 

Email: svhousesearch@gmail.com

Please 
Recycle

this Paper.

Call our team
TODAY for a FREE
assessment, home
valuation, and
marketing tips for
an efficient sale!

We've got the insight and skills to help you
successfully navigate your next move! 

SOLD

T H E  B E S T  B E L L I N G H A M  H O M E S  T E A M

YOUR WHATCOM & SKAGIT COUNTY

(360) 305-3248 • www.bestbellinghamhomes.com
RE/MAX Whatcom County • 1937 Lake Whatcom Blvd, Bellingham

INVENTORY IS LOW, BUYERS WANT YOUR HOME!
If you're thinking about selling 

this spring, it's time to get moving!
 

53-3 SCHINN CANYON CIRCLE
1 BED • 1 BATH • SLEEPS 6

SOLD FOR $31,200

3538 NORTHWEST ST #22
1 BED • 1 BATH • 661 SQ  FT

SOLD FOR $239,000

16 HILLSIDE PLACE
SURVEY COMPLETE W/ PLANS

OFFERED AT $50,000

LOT FO
R SALE

for a FREE
assessment,

home valuation,
and marketing

tips for an
efficient sale!

Call our team
TODAY

Real Estate Professionals

SOLD

MJD CONSTRUCTION
RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL

LIC #MJOCOCL807BP

SANTIAGO CORREA

360-770-8117
MJDCONSTRUCTION1@HOTMAIL.COM

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING
LANDSCAPING | STONE

TILE INSTALLATION
DRYWALL/TAPING

SIDING | FENCE | ROOFING

Sudden Valley Local!

Ads must be 15 words or less. Ad copy must list item price of under $200 as well as contact info. Ad will run free �rst month only.  
Deadline is the 23rd of the month for the following edition. Please email ad copy to: o�ce@suddenvalley.com.

Sudden Valley Swap Meet
FREE classified ads for private party Sudden Valley residents only.

Your FREE ad could be here! 
See above for details.

Children’s Art Walk  
From 5-8 p.m. May 5, stroll through downtown Bellingham during the 
23rd annual Children’s Art Walk. Email alicia@alliedarts.org for more.

Bridge

Continued from 1

the existing structure.
There was even a bid to build a 

concrete bridge inside of the exist-
ing structure.

However, Roger G. Young, Inc., 
Redmond, noted in a letter at-
tached to his bid that “to build a 
new concrete bridge inside of an 
existing log bridge is an expensive 
and risky undertaking.”

The SVCA Board members di-
rected management to solicit more 
bids, advertising the project in trade 
journals and newspapers from ar-

eas between Blaine and Portland.
Sadly, preservation efforts were 

too costly, and in early 1989, the 
Board made the tough decision to 
demolish the bridge.

Help celebrate Sudden Valley’s 
history by sharing your stories and 
photos to be published in upcom-
ing issues of the Sudden Valley 
Views.

Email submissions to  office@
suddenvalley.com.

-- This story was originally pub-
lished in the August 1989 Sudden 
Valley Views.

Beautiful wedding 
dress with topper. Size 
10.David’s Bridal. 
$175. (253) 549-8563. 
Never worn.

For Sale: Australian 
Akubra Snowy River 
hat, black, size 57, new.  
$125. Call 360-756-0551. 
Shirley. 360-756-0551
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360-733-3700

1200 Lakeway Drive, Unit #2 
Bellingham, WA 98229

www.sunmarkproperties.com
email: sunmarkproperties@msn.com 

John Kelleher
Broker

Jackie Ryan
Designated Broker

Vadim Kotsyuba
Broker

Azam Nader
Broker

TRUST YOUR LOCAL SALES OFFICE!

No smoking of any kind, no drugs. Applicants must have good credit. Application fee - $35 single, $45 married.

SUDDEN VALLEY HOUSES & CONDOS
Rental Listings

WE’VE MOVED!
Please visit us at

BRAND NEW Construction all one level 
home with 3 beds, 2 baths. Gorgeous 
kitchen w/oversized 8’ island and big 
pantry, wide open layout and tall vaulted 
ceiling. Elegant soft close cabinetry 
throughout the whole house w/quartz 
countertops & high quality luxury  laminate 
flooring. 1572 sq ft. Laundry/mud room, 
entryway closet w/bench & coat rack. 
Large covered outdoor living area and 
amazing mountain views! Fenced & fully 
landscaped yard w/extra parking for RV/
Boat. Has efficient heating and A/C. About 
35 mins to Bellingham/Vancouver B.C./
Mt. Baker. Seller offering rate buy down! 
Priced to sell. $399,000

20 Sparrow Ct. (Gate 2)........................................$109,000
Semiahmoo- 5487 Wood Duck Lp (Bay View Lot).........$349,000

SUDDEN VALLEY VACANT LOTS

Preleasing: Sudden Valley 1 bdrm, 2 bath, loft golf condo. Available Aug. 1st. Rent $1750

Blaine: Sea Link community 3 bdrm, 2 bath, 2-car garage. Rent $2400 

SOLD

Stress Free Property Management

Let us handle your rental!

- 38 Years Experience 
- Sudden Valley Experts

Call Azam at 360-733-3700

10% OFF Entire Purchase
With Coupon

One coupon per customer. Coupon cannot be combined with any other discounts.

 (360) 389-5749
www.petstopinfo.net/Petstop-Sudden-Valley

Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 11am-7pm, 
Closed Sunday & Monday

1941 Lake Whatcom Blvd, Bellingham, 98229

Locally Owned Since 1993

Max
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FINANCIALS

Spring brings longer days and 
warmer temperatures that draw 
us outside, a welcome change af-
ter months spent keeping warm 
inside.

This natural change in the sea-
sons is a great motivator to take 
stock, clean up, and get ready to 
enjoy the natural beauty of Sud-
den Valley.

The Association’s Rules and 
Regulations (R&Rs) are clear 
about the requirement that each 

property is maintained to “ensure 
the health, safety, welfare, and/
or tranquility of the residents of 
Sudden Valley.”

Specifically, each property 
owner is required to keep their 
property in clean condition, free 
of trash, unused building ma-
terials, combustible brush and 
materials that would tend to at-
tract vermin or rodents and other 
debris. Each property owner is 
also responsible for the removal 

and cleanup of dead or hazard-
ous trees, brush or limbs on their 
property, and lots and common 
areas must be kept clear of rub-
bish, trash, garbage, brush piles, 
vermin or rodent attracting mate-
rials and other waste.

To help residents with their 
spring cleaning, SVCA has sched-
uled two clean green events in 
April, and will begin our annual 
Firewise program in May.

These events are described in 

more detail in this issue of the 
Views and you can call the Ad-
ministrative Office at 360-734-
6430 if you have any questions.

Property owners are required 
to bring their properties into 
compliance upon notification by 
SVCA of a violation. If the viola-
tions are not addressed, fines 
may be assessed.

To learn more about the R&Rs, 
visit SuddenValley.com/Resident 
Resources.

Take stock, clean up, get ready for spring Memorial Day Parade

Whatcom Memorial Parade, 
held from noon-3 p.m. 
May 27 at the intersection 
of Alabama and Cornwall 
streets in Bellingham is a 
non-political family event to 
proudly showcase Whatcom 
County’s communities, in-
cluding commercial entries, 
schools, fire/law enforce-
ment and all branches of the 
armed services. For more 
information, visit whatcom-
memorialdayparade.com.


