
SUDDEN VALLEY COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

Sudden Valley
Naturally!

w w w.s u d d e n v a l l e y.c o m

Two pools, two sets of pool rules — Page 8

12 pages | Volume 49 | Number 6www.suddenvalley.com

June 2023

PRST STD
US Postage Paid

Lynden, WA
Permit #20

********ECRWSS**

RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMER

By Sarah McCauley
Staff Reporter

SUDDEN VALLEY — Two resolutions to 
establish committees did not move forward 
during the May 11 Sudden Valley Commu-
nity Association Board of Directors regular 
meeting.

The board voted to not move forward 
with establishing a parks and trails com-
mittee.

Sonia Voldt, treasurer of the board, 
was one of the main voices against estab-
lishing the committees. She, along with 
Board President Andrew Tischleder, cited 
concerns about previous iterations of the 
parks committee. According to Voldt, in 

past years trail committees had been es-
tablished that performed unpermitted 
work trail work and moved forward with 
projects that were not properly planned 
and budgeted.

“I am strongly opposed to a committee 
that organizes volunteers to perform work 
on our parks, playground, and trails for the 
reasons I’ve already stated,” Voldt said. “As 
well as the fact that unpermitted trail work 
has been performed throughout Sudden 
Valley creating potential liability for the as-
sociation.”

Tischleder expressed similar concerns 
about the committee mobilizing volun-

Irrigation system, 
marina dock 
replacement, just 
two examples 
of ongoing 
improvements

By Sarah McCauley
Staff Reporter

SUDDEN VALLEY — During 

the May Sudden Valley commu-
nity association board of directors 
meetings, more projects, and fund-
ing for projects, were approved 
as improvements continue in 
the Sudden Valley Community. 
Projects approved range from a 
new irrigation system for the golf 
course, to ongoing road repairs and 
replacing the marina boat launch.

During the May 11 meeting, 
Brian Kruhlak, director of golf at 
Sudden Valley Golf Course, and 
Greg Wadden, turfcare superin-
tendent at Sudden Valley Golf 
Course, presented the capital 
request for the purchase and in-

stallation of a new programma-
ble logic controller (PLC) for the 
pump station at hole 17 and a soft 
start motor controller at the Lake 
Louise pump station.

The golf course was almost en-
tirely renovated in 1994, then in 
both 2019 and 2020 several of the 
components of the golf course ir-
rigation system reached the end 
of their life cycle and were re-
placed, according to a summary 
of the proposal. 

However, the PLC for hole 17 
was not replaced and is now in 
need of replacement. Kruhlak 
and Wadden said they also rec-

ommend installing the soft start 
motor controller at the Lake Lou-
ise pump station as the “device 
will protect the underground 
pipes that run from the Lake Lou-
ise pump station to the [hole 17] 
pump station,” according to the 
summary.

After some discussion about 
the system, the board approved 
$44,981.46 from CRRF funds, pre-
viously allocated for the mainte-
nance of the turf care building, 
for the purchase and installation 
of a new PLC for the golf course 
irrigation system.

In the same meeting, the 

board approved funding for the 
2023 Roads Project. This project 
encompasses three scopes of 
work, which include street signs, 
pavement marking, and asphalt 
repairs. All the proposed work is 
intended to improve the safety 
and quality of SVCA’s roads, ac-
cording to a summary of the plan.

The plan includes replacing 
191 street signs, repainting cen-
terlines on SVCA roads, and re-
pairing as much asphalt delami-
nation as possible. Delamination 
is when the top layer of asphalt 

Golf course irrigation system, road improvements coming

See Irrigation on 12

IN THE DAYS OF YORE …

From the Sudden Valley Gazette

Aromatic barbecued salmon, buttered and hot from the coals, is 
checked by a leading Seattle chef as he caters to prospective Sud-
den Valley property owners. A huge, gaily decorated dining tent 
provides seating for a chuckwagon-style meal, including baked 
beans, hot dogs, cole slaw, French rolls, coffee and soft drinks. 
(Courtesy SVCA)

See Committees on 8

By Gail Chiarello
Chair, Nomination and Elections Committee

Interested in running for the board? 
Nominations and Elections? Architectural 
Control Committee? 

Applications will be accepted from July 
5 through the end of business on Sept. 5.

Packets will be available online at sud-
denvalley.com or in person at the Welcome 
Center from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. Monday-
Friday (during regular business hours).

Applications must be returned in per-
son to the Welcome Center, 1850 Lake 
Whatcom Blvd., Bellingham, or mailed to 
4 Clubhouse Cir., Bellingham, WA 98229 in 
a sealed envelope, addressed to the N&E 
Chair. Applications must be received and 
date-stamped  at the association’s princi-
pal office on Sept. 5.

The time and date the submission is re-
ceived will be stamped on the sealed enve-
lope. 

Each candidate must be listed on the 
deed to the property. Candidates are re-
quired to be members in good standing 
from the time of application and, if elected, 
through the conclusion of their term of of-
fice. Applications will be reviewed to in-
sure candidates meet these requirements 

at a special meeting of the Nominations & 
Elections Committee the evening of Sept. 
5. A lottery will be held to determine the 
order in which candidates’ names appear 
on the ballot.

Candidates may submit a 100-word bi-
ography and photo. Board candidates may 
additionally submit a maximum 500-word 
vision statement.

Photos and bios will appear in the AGM 
election booklet. All documents will be 
submitted for publication in the October 
Views.

Candidates are encouraged to submit 
these as part of their application packets; 
they can also be submitted electronically 
to BODChiarello@suddenvalley.com no 
later than Sept. 7.  

Verify the accuracy of your applica-
tion before submission. No corrections 
or grammatical errors will be edited. No 
changes may be initiated by the candidates. 
The N&E Chair may contact applicants if 
the application appears incomplete. 

Once applications have been processed 
and confirmed, vetted candidates will re-
ceive a notice from N&E containing further 
instructions. Questions may be addressed 
to the N&E Chair at BODChiarello@sud-
denvalley.com.

SVCA board does not form parks, 
communications committees

AGM candidate application 
period begins on July 5
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Licensed, Bonded & Insured

CLEANING WITH CARE BY MICHELE
Residential, Commercial, Apartments

Michele Hurley
360-306-7078 • Cleaningwithcarebymichele@gmail.com

Valley Arts Group plans July exhibit

By Lee Langdon
Valley Arts Group

Join us at our July 8 meeting, 
10 a.m. in the Barn. In a short 
business meeting, we cover fun-

draising for our scholarship pro-
gram, field trips, our website and 
other topics needed to sustain 
the Valley Arts Group, which has 
been meeting quarterly for about 
20 years.

Then each attendee shares 
at least one piece of current art. 
Then we focus on the Featured 
Artists and his or her work. You 
are welcome to stop in and see us 
at work, especially after 11 a.m. 

when we hang the new quarter’s 
art. The exhibit will be up until 
October, so make a date. Or come 
to the reception for the featured 
artists in the Community Center/
Barn on July 15 from 2-4 p.m.

Never attended an Art Gallery 
Opening? This is your chance.

Heard the rumor? Valley Arts 
Group is clique-y. Well, don’t you 
believe it. The featured artist for 
the summer quarter joined the 
group in April, and his exhibit be-
gins in July. Last quarter’s Michael 
Davolio was also a new member. 
We are open to members and de-
lighted to have you whether you 
want an exhibit or not.  

Featured Artist 1: In the Barn/
Community Center:
Aaron Craven

Aaron Craven is a talented and 
passionate photographer who 
has been capturing the beauty of 
the world around him for many 
years.

Originally from the Maryland/
DC metro area, Craven moved to 
Sudden Valley in late 2022 from 
Seattle and is eager to become 
part of Bellingham’s vibrant arts 
community. Craven’s journey 
into photography began before 
the advent of digital photography. 
He has spent countless hours in 
the darkroom, developing film 
and processing negatives taken 
with his father’s old Pentax cam-
era.

This experience gave Craven 
a deep appreciation for the art of 
photography and a keen eye for 
detail.

Craven’s love of the arts be-
gan early through experimenta-
tion, sculpture, watercolor, oil, 

acrylic, and mixed media. In the 
past, much of his more traditional 
work could be seen at different 
galleries and restaurants in DC 
and Baltimore. 

His traditional training in art 
combined with his love for pho-
tography has allowed him to de-
velop a unique style that blends 
the technical aspects of photogra-
phy with artistic expression.

Craven’s photographs capture 
the beauty and intricacy of his 
subjects, whether it be the soft-
ness of a pet’s fur, the ruggedness 
of a mountain range, or the emo-
tion of a family gathering. 

If Craven had his way, he would 
spend his days photographing the 
breathtaking beauty of nature and 

See Valley Arts on 9

‘Owl,’ by Aaron Craven, above, and ‘Curious Deer at Play’ 
by Virginia Heaven, below, will be on display July 15 
through October. (Courtesy photos)
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Dental
Care
for the

Whole
Family

FootGolf uses a regular soccer ball and is 
kicked into 21” holes on the golf course (shorter distance than golf).

FootGolf will be available beginning June 11th 
on Sunday evenings through Labor Day

Adults $18   •   Juniors $14   •   Discounts for Property Owners!
More info: 360-734-6435   www.suddenvalleygolfcourse.com/-footgolf

FootGolf is back!

FootGolf is fun and easy to play, and a great family activity!

360-527-2334  •  cmillerkw@gmail.com  •  www.hicllc.net

Are you without insurance?
Call to see if you qualify for a special enrollment.

Unseasonably warm weather 
made it feel like summer had 
arrived. All staff are focused on 
completing preparations for the 
pool and marina openings, and 
on keeping up with the quickly 
growing grass and other vegeta-
tion.

It has been rewarding to see 
the planning we did over the win-
ter come to fruition in clean, well-
equipped facilities and ameni-
ties.

Administration
Activity summary

• Onboarded new Administra-
tive staff member.

• Continued work on new 
SVCA website.

• Actively interviewing to fill 
current open staff positions.

• Onboarded seasonal recre-
ation and lifeguard staff.

Successes
• Developed annual review 

format and process.

Planned work
• Testing of new website and 

transfer of content.
• Kickoff implementation of 

new phone system.
• Continue screening and in-

terviewing applicants for open 
staff positions.

Accounting
Activity summary

• Continued routine work 
to maintain monthly financial 
schedule; delivered March finan-
cials on schedule.

• Sent out new payment cou-
pons to reflect the end of the Rec-
reation Special Assessment.

• Prepared for 2022 financial 
audit.

Successes
• Finalized insurance policy 

renewals for 2023.

Planned work
• Begin work on reserve study.

• Prepare materials for 2024 
budgeting process.

Maintenance
Activity summary

• Firewise – all gates have been 
completed.

• Opened bathrooms at AM/
PM Park.

• Painted parking space lines 
at Marina and AM/PM park.

•  Opened overflow parking at 
the Marina & AM/PM Park.

•  Mowed Rec-Corridor, Ma-
rina, AM/PM Park, Adult Center, 
and other areas.

•  Mowed shoulder on Barn 
View Drive.

• Started shoulder mowing in 
Gate 5.

• Changed door lock configu-
ration at Rec Center locker rooms.

• Changed door lock at Marina 
office.

•  Installed new ignition relay 
on SP-5.

•  Repaired stop sign post at 
exit to Gate 5.

• Repaired window facing 
main pool at Rec Center.

• Opened both pools for the 
season.

• Removed lawn furniture 
from storage and transferred fur-
niture between Main Pool, Adult 
Pool, and the Welcome Center.

•  Repaired taillight on SP-6; 
Serviced OP-25.

• Repaired front door lock at 
Rec Center.

• Repaired pole for volleyball 
net in front of the Rec Center.

• Removed hazard tree on 
SVCA greenbelt.

• Removed a picnic table from 
the lake at the Marina that some-
one had placed there.

• Mowed Rec-Corridor, Ma-
rina, AM/PM Park, Adult Center, 
Northpoint Park, Gate 5 Park, 
Gate entrances and other areas.

• Seasonal road shoulder 
mowing in Gate 3 and Gate 5.

• Repaired door closing mech-
anism at Adult Center.

• Repaired door locks at Adult 

Pool storage areas.
• Repaired fencing at Adult 

Center.
• Replaced rock barrier at Ma-

rina boat launch and cleaned 
gravel from roadway.

•  Made signs for administra-
tive staff at Welcome Center.

• Opened emergency access 
road between Gate 28 and Gate 5.

Successes
• Pool maintenance and start-

up went well and were on target 
for Memorial Day opening.

• Firewise Program 2023 is 
complete. The final project cost 
allocation has not been updated, 
but the maintenance crew has 
spent more than 540 labor hours 
on this project.

Planned work
• Plan installation of new AM/

PM gate, gate should be ready for 
pickup Friday.

•  Mow area parks and facili-
ties.

• Repair two pool access doors 
at Adult Center.

• Install swim line boundary at 
Marina.

• Change door lock at Marina 
storage area

• Road shoulder mowing
• Installation of new gate at 

AM/PM park
• Mow area parks and facilities
• Install swim line boundary at 

Marina
• Install buoys in front of Ma-

rina
• Purchase supplies and plan 

repairs on Marina docks
• Road sign cleaning, this sea-

son will be a targeted approach 
with a sign replacement project 
upcoming

• Work with Turfcare to supply 
water for lawn renovation project 
at Barn 8

• Clean exterior of Marina of-
fice and Marina Pavilion  

• Provide cost estimate to fill 
potholes at lower golf course 
parking area

Recreation
Activity summary

• Working through waiting list 
for open Marina moorage.

• Held training for lifeguards 
and seasonal recreation staff.

• Prepared pools for Memorial 
Day opening.

• Cleaned and opened Marina 
office.

Successes
• Achieved hiring goals for life-

guards and seasonal rec staff.

Planned work
• Continue to onboard sea-

sonal staff.
• Finalize plan for water lily 

mitigation.
• Keep pools running smooth-

ly.

Golf
Activity summary

• Ensured that promotional 
emails were set for the remain-
der of the Golf Club tournament 
schedule.

• Successfully hosted the sec-
ond Golf Club event of the sea-
son.

• Met with a contractor to dis-
cuss possible golf course drain-
age project.

• Presented with Greg Wad-
den, a request to SVCA Board for 
purchase of an irrigation pump 
panel for the 17th hole pump 
house.

• Met with Jo Anne to outline 
golf department processes and 
reporting in more detail.

• Updated several golf revenue 
tracking spreadsheets.

• Worked on online registra-
tion configuration for upcoming 
events.

• Successfully hosted 120 play-
er Golf Club event on May 20th. 

• Successfully hosted 161 play-
er Junior event on May 21st.

• Finalized F&B plan with 
WWU event coordinator.

• Confirmed final Junior Camp 
instructors and began to set up 
the groupings.

• Finalized Ladies & Men’s In-
vitational entry forms and sent 
out e-blast.

• Proofed and edited June Golf 
Club newsletter and distributed it 
to golf members.

• Wrote and submitted a Ju-
nior Golf grant request for our 
Junior Golf Camp.

• Wrote an article for June SV 
Views.

• Created an ad for Views re-

AROUND THE VALLEY

See Around the Valley on 7
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DEADLINES

Views The Sudden Valley Views welcomes letters to 
the editor submitted by members of the As-
sociation. Topical submissions of current news 
interest may be accepted up to six times per 
calendar year.
Letters of up to 550 words are allowed.
The editor may edit for style and libel.

SV Views
P.O. Box 153
Lynden, WA 98264
Fax to: (360) 354-4445
Email: bill@lyndentribune.com

SUBMISSIONS POLICY
The deadline for editorial submissions (including letters 
to the editor) for the upcoming issue is the 23rd of each 
month. 
Editorial items may be submitted to: bill@lyndentribune.
com. For advertising information and deadlines, please 
contact Mitze Kester at mitze@lyndentribune.com or call 
360.354.4444.

Changing of
the guard
Editor,

Some wondered why, as the sole per-
son elected to Nominations and Elections 
at the 2022 AGM, I did not serve as Chair.

January through April I work as a 
master tax preparer and am stretched for 
time. We elected Michael Wadsworth as 
chair. 

I became secretary, with the thought 
that come June, when Michael’s seasonal 
food cart activity kicked in, he would have 
time constraints, and we might revisit 
these roles.

On May 24, Michael stepped down, 
and the committee unanimously elected 
me chair with Michael as the new secre-
tary.  

I have a huge debt of gratitude to 
Michael for his leadership of the commit-
tee these past five months. He has been 
a fearless and tireless spokesperson for 
N&E issues, both at the board and in the 
larger community. 

Thank you, Michael — I hope I do as 
well.
Gail Chiarello
Chair, Nominations & Elections

Want to see bike 
lanes constructed 
along Lake
Louise Road?
Editor,

Bike use is significantly increasing on 
Lake Louise Road and Lake Whatcom 
Boulevard.

With the advent of e-bikes, and rising 
popularity of mountain biking, this is 
likely to continue. In places pedestrians 
must also walk on the roadway.

Unfortunately, the roads pose many 
safety hazards for bicyclists/pedestri-
ans, and frustrations for motor vehicle 
operators, as there are blind turns, few/
no shoulders or bike lanes, and limited 
opportunities for vehicles to safely pass 
bicyclists or pedestrians.

A citizen group appointed by the 
county executive called the Bike-Ped 
Committee advises county govern-
ment on needs and priorities for needed 
bicycling safety road improvements. The 
Committee is developing a priority list of 
needs for multimodal trail development 
which will be forwarded to the executive 
in four months.

One of the emphases in this prior-
ity is development of trunk lines which 
will safely carry bicyclists to neighboring 
towns –especially Ferndale and Lynden.  

Little consideration has been given 
to developing a trunk line along Lake 
Louise Road which could be done without 
impacting privately owned lands by using 
the public right of way.

It is also feasible to improve bike safety 
along additional portions of Lake What-
com Boulevard without impacting private 
lands.

A trunk line along Lake Louise Road 
would connect into Lakeway Drive (where 
bicycle improvements are continuing to 
be made) providing a safe bicycle way for 
Sudden Valley residents into Bellingham.

This would not be simply marking the 
existing roadway. It would involve the 
construction of wide road shoulders or a 
separate multimodal trail.  

It is very timely for interested citizens 
to express their interests in construction 
of these bike lanes.

The most effective way for communi-
ties to be placed on this priority list is 
to develop a petition to be presented to 
the Bike Ped Committee and the county 
executive.

Petitioning the Committee and the 
Public Works Department is typically 
done to get highway safety enhancements 
(like appropriate signage) put on the 
priority list.

Usually, these petitions involve a small 

number of signatures as they focus on a 
very local need.

If Sudden Valley residents were to put 
together a petition with many signatures 
it would attract significant attention.

We are also approaching elections 
in November and a petition with many 
signatures would attract the interests of 
candidates.  

There are competitive state and federal 
grants available to support the develop-
ment of bike lanes.

To access this capital, it helps if com-
munity members show a demonstrated 
need via a formal signed petition. 

Several Sudden Valley residents are 
working together to circulate a petition 
calling for the construction of wide road 
shoulders (or ideally a separate multi-
modal trail) which will be presented to 
the Bike-Ped Committee and the county 
executive. Included among them are 
Whatcom County Park Commissioner 
Frank Boteler (fboteler51@gmail.com), 
Sudden Valley Board Member Brian 
Cope, Kurt Keller, Janet Salo and Jennifer 
Boteler.

If you are interested in supporting the 
effort, consider signing their petition..
Franklin E. Boteler
Bellingham

A separation
of church
and HOA
Editor,

I’m not anti-Christian or full of hate 
as I’ve been accused. I am, however, 
entirely against a penny of my dues in any 
way promoting a church that engages in 
discriminatory hiring practices. Christ the 
King Church (CTK) does not hire those 
who are openly part of the LGBTQ com-
munity.  

June is LGBTQ Pride Month and a 
perfect time for a conversation about the 

relationship between SVCA and CTK. 
There were some complaints about 

CTK’s recent rent increase and an inaccu-
rate narrative that CTK was being treated 
unfairly. 

CTK enjoyed the benefit of low rent for 
years, $650 a month/no utility costs.

There is also a history of free articles 
in the Views, announcements on the SV 
website, access to staff.

While CTK may have a legal right to 
discriminate, I don’t believe it’s some-
thing that most residents approve of. 

At his CTK service on Sunday, Feb. 26, 
Pastor Manning said that his vision is to 
transform this community and that the 
“Valley needs Jesus.” No thank you. 

Most anti-LGBTQ+ sentiment has its 
roots in churches. CTK will say that they 
accept all to attend their services in a 
pretense that they don’t discriminate. 
Refusing to employ someone based on 
their sexual orientation is absolutely 
discrimination.

CTK also uses the phrase belong, be-
lieve, behave.

A theory that inviting someone to 
belong to the church will be followed by 
biblical belief and the right behavior will 
result.

It may not be conversion therapy but it 
certainly isn’t acceptance. 

The Bellingham community rallied in 
2019 when a young man was fired from 
The Firs camp because of his sexual orien-
tation.

It’s beyond me why the Sudden Valley 
community has turned a blind eye to 
CTK’s hiring practices and allowed them 
to use our HOA as a recruiting ground.

It’s time for SVCA to take back our 
events, including the yearly Easter egg 
hunt. It was run by Sudden Valley for 
years before it was handed to CTK as 
promotional tool. 

CTK is a tenant of SVCA and if that is to 
continue, that should be the extent of the 
relationship.

Anything else is condoning discrimi-
nation.
Anne Cope 
Sudden Valley

LETTERS

Submitting letters to the editor
The Sudden Valley Views encourages letters to the editor. 
However, submissions must refrain from attacking individuals 

without providing supporting documentation or a rational and legally 
defensible justification.

Letters should be emailed to bill@lyndentribune.com and should 
not exceed 550 words.

Your letter must include your full name, complete address and tele-
phone number.

Your address and telephone number will not be printed in the 
newspaper, but will be used for verification by newspaper staff.

Neither unsigned letters nor letters containing personal attacks of a 
libelous nature will be published.

The Sudden Valley Views reserves the right to edit or refuse any let-
ter. All columns and letters on the opinion page are the views of the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Sudden Valley 
Views newspaper.
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AND lIBRARIES!

Celebrate summe , jazz

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY SUMMER JAZZ SERIES

WHATCOM GROOVES

Bilongo is a seven-piece Latin jazz group featuring vocalist Sabrina Gomez.
Fall under the spell of original compositions as well as songs from

Buena Vista Social Club. This is music that makes you want to dance.
Bring a blanket or chair. Reserve free spot now — wcls.org/jazz.

Three free concerts hosted by Friends of South Whatcom,
Ferndale and Blaine libraries. Discover what’s new at local
libraries and join neighbors in a joyous hour of live music.

2997 Glenhaven Drive, Glenhaven 

The Power of Sharing
WHATCOM COUNTY LIBRARY

FOUNDATION

18 ROSE RIDGE LOOP
$695,000 • 2,131 SQFT

6218 LIMERICK
$315,000 • 1,188 SQFT

PENDING

6 PAR LANE
$1,095,000 • 2,468 SQFT

3 TOPPER DR
$850,000 • 8,000 SQFT LOT

11 BLACK BEAR CT UNIT B
$36,000 •  6,512 SQFT LOT

4 TWIN FLOWER CIRCLE
$84,900 •  9,334 SQFT LOT

1937 Lake Whatcom Blvd., Bellingham, WA 98229 Call to schedule your
showings today!

SOMMER CRONCK GREG PAUL
360.739.7354

CARMEN
ANDREW

360.393.0767

TRACY
HINOJOSA

360.728.1878

SYDNEY
WEITZEL

206.475.2966

TAYSIA
SEILER

360.223.3648
Branch Manager
360.389.1671

A branch office of RE/MAX Whatcom County. Each office is independently owned and operated.re.max/suddenvalley
360-647-5050  1-888-785-5712

NEW CONSTRUCTION

PENDING

25 SPRING RD
$449,000 • 1,144 SQFT

1 FAWN CT
$553,000 • 1,628 SQFT

SOLD

93 3 SUNSET CIR
$150,000 •  645 SQFT

THE RIGHT AGENT CAN LEAD THE WAY

Lock Service

Serving Sudden Valley for 38 years.
Cont. # AARIG**O66BD

• Lock-Outs: Home/Auto/Mailbox
• Rekey/Change Locks
• Lost/Broken Keys
• Mailbox Locks Replaced
• Car Key Cloning
• Transponder Chip Keys

Tree Service

(360) 733-0648

AA Right- Steve Kure

• Take Down & Limbing
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Looking For More Cash 
Flow in Retirement?

Learn how to access your home equity without monthly mortgage 
payments* using the new Home Equity Conversion Mortgage loan

*Borrower must live in the home, maintain it and pay property-related charges, like taxes and insurance (and HOA 
fees, if applicable) Copyright©2023 Fairway Independent Mortgage Corporation (“Fairway”) NMLS#2289. 4750 

-
ernment agencies. These materials are not from HUD or FHA and were not approved by HUD or a government 
agency. 
a HUD-approved agency. The youngest borrower must be at least 62 years old. Monthly reverse mortgage advances may 
affect eligibility for some other programs.  This is not an offer to enter into an agreement. Not all customers will qualify. Infor-
mation, rates and programs are subject to change without notice. All products are subject to credit and property approval. 
Other restrictions and limitations may apply.

R03799_Mike Mitchell_Compliance Check

• Supplement cash flow with a steady stream of funds
• Refinance your mortgage or other debt
• Pay for in-home health care so you can age-in-place
• Pay for home renovations or improvements
• Help preserve retirement assets you already have
• Have available cash flow reserves for emergencies
• You keep your equity and retain title to your home
• Purchase a more appropriate home
• Work with an experienced local specialist
• At least one borrower must be age 62 or older

Mike Mitchell, CMPS, CRMP
Reverse Mortgage Planner | NMLS # 1179477
Call Now: 360-676-9600 or Direct: 360-685-6850
Email Now: mmitchell@fairwaymc.com
Visit Now: fairwayreverse.com/loan-officers/mikemitchell/

Conversion Mortgage 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Scan here for more 
information 

 

 
• Supplement cash flow with a steady stream of funds 
• Refinance your mortgage or other debt 
• Pay for in-home health care so you can remain at home 
• Pay for home renovations or improvements 
• Help preserve retirement assets you already have 
• Have available cash flow reserves for emergencies 
• You keep your equity and retain title to your home 
• Purchase a more appropriate home  
• Work with an experienced local specialist 
• At least one borrower must be age 62 or older 

 
*Borrower is still required to pay property taxes, homeowner’s insurance, and maintenance 
(and HOA fees, if any). 
 

Mike Mitchell, CMPS, CRMP 
Certified Reverse Mortgage Specialist | NMLS # 1179477 
Call Now: 360-676-9600 or direct 360-685-6850 
Email Now: mmitchell@fairwaymc.com 
Visit Now: https://fairwayreverse.com/loan-officers/mikemitchell/ 

 
 

Copyright©2022 Fairway Independent Mortgage Corporation (“Fairway”) NMLS#2289. 4750 S. Biltmore Lane, Madison, 

are not from HUD or FHA and were not approved by HUD or a government agency. Reverse mortgage borrowers are 
eling sessions with a HUD-approved agency. The youngest borrow- 

er must be at least 62 years old. Monthly reverse mortgage advances may affect eligibility for some other programs. This is not 
an offer to enter into an agreement. Not all customers will qualify. Information, rates and programs are subject to change without 
notice. All products are subject to credit and property approval. Other restrictions and limitations may apply. R02081 

Scan for more 
information

 Bellingham, WA
(360) 778-3323

SOUND PAINTING COMPANY

Top notch quality & service since 1979
www.soundpaintingcompany.com

FULL SERVICE PAINTING

INTERIORS (Mostly) 

• All/Part Brush/Roll
• Clean application
• Thorough coverage
• Acoustical  “popcorn” ceilings
  painted

Selective EXTERIORS

• Premier products
• Thorough prep
• Thoughtful application
• Lasting durability

SOUND PAINTING COMPANY   -   we always respond to your call!

Terry: (360) 778-3323

(360) 778-3323 • Lic# SOUNDPC033DJ

Be part of 23 YEARS of
Whatcom County’s LARGEST
3-on-3 B-Ball Tourney at the

Northwest Raspberry Festival!

Sign up early; Save some $$$ 
Early Bird Deadline June 30th! 

Entry deadline July 7th or until full 

 

Ages
Kindergarten 

to Adult
Northwest Raspberry Festival

Sponsored by:

Download applications 
at Lynden3on3razz.com 

Every player gets a commemorative ball and t-shirt!

NORTHWEST RASPBERRY FESTIVAL
JULY 14-15!

NORTHWEST RASPBERRY FESTIVAL
JULY 14-15!

1973: A 

summer 

of fun

At right, photographs 
from 1973 in Sudden 

Valley, undoubtedly a 
summer of fun. (Photos 

courtesy Sudden Valley 
Community Association)
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Sponsored by: The BEST Bellingham Homes TeamThe BEST Bellingham Homes Team

(360) 305-3248 • www.bestbellinghamhomes.com
RE/MAX Whatcom County • 1937 Lake Whatcom Blvd, Bellingham

Non-Golfers are
permitted to walk the front (lower)

nine holes every Sunday evening after 6:00pm.

Golf Course Walking Times
Begin June 11th!

Golf Course Walking Times
Begin June 11th!

Golf Course Walking Times
Begin June 11th!

 
Please begin your walk at the first hole

as there may still be some golf play
on the last few front nine holes until 7:00pm.

 Call the golf shop at 360-734-6435
with any questions.

garding golf course walking times.
• Finalized content and sched-

uled a KJR radio ad.
• Ordered supplies needed to 

refresh our footgolf course.

Successes
• Gained approval from SVCA 

Board for pump panel capital 
purchase.

• New 100 player outing 
booked in September.

• Good weather pattern con-
tinues to lead to strong revenue. 
YTD revenue now ahead of bud-
get and 2022.

Planned work
• Host 100-plus player Golf 

Club event on May 20.
• Host 120-plus player Junior 

Golf outing on May 21. 
• Coordinate and host WWU 

outing on June 1- 2.
• Finalize camp groupings and 

send out informational email to 
parents of junior campers.

• Coordinate and host Golf 
Club event on June 10.

Turf Care
Activity summary

• Golf course conditioning/
mowing continues at a frantic but 
scheduled pace, to keep up with 
turf growth.

• Sand trap edging weeding 
continues.

• Sod repairs to #2 green sub-
stantially complete. Waiting for a 
cool down in the weather to fin-
ish.

• All the water cooler “huts” 
have been put into service.

• An aggressive verti-cut and 
sand top-dress was completed on 
the putting greens.

• Broken bridge deck board on 
#9 hole replaced.

• Repaired irrigation valve leak 
on #9 fairway.

• Verti-cut front and back 9 

greens.
• Began fairway slicing. A cul-

tural practice to open the turf 
canopy to allow water and air 
movement through the profile.

Successes
• Favorable weather is helping 

us keep up on mowing and main-
tenance operations.

• New gold tee boxes plan to 
have them open and in play first 
week of June.

• Really proud of the existing 
crew we have on site that go out 
of their way to get the jobs done 
on time, and in the most efficient 
way possible.

Planned work
• Two bridge timbers require 

replacement. Cracked one on #9 
bridge and one on Bridge behind 
driving range tee.

• Reviewed landscape around 
clubhouse with GM and planned 
for a seasonal refresh of plant ma-
terial.

• Improve renovated lawn area 
between the barns with overseed, 
fertilizer, and roll.

• Library gardens mulch or-
dered for June 1 delivery to park-
ing lot stall(s) behind #9 tee box.

• Overseeding of barn lawn 
area.

Around the Valley
Continued from 3

On May 23, Fisheries and Aquaculture Sciences students from Bellingham Technical 
College surveyed Austin Creek -- and they found fish. Students sampled Austin Creek 
for what kind of fish, how many fish and the size of the fish. Stay tuned to the July 
Views issue for their survey results and pictures. (Nancy Alyanak/Sudden Valley Views)

Sampling Austin Creek

The Friends of South 
Whatcom Library are looking 
for folks who love books and 
enjoy engaging with others 
for a good cause to serve on 
our Board of Directors.

The Friends of South 
Whatcom Library is a non-
profit organization composed 
of volunteers from across the 
Geneva, Glenhaven and Sud-
den Valley communities.

We love the  South What-
com Library and all it has to 
offer our communities. We 
support the library by raising 
awareness of library services, 
providing volunteer support 
for library events and activi-
ties, and by raising funds to 
support some of the library’s 
special needs.

Friends of South What-
com Library have a  nine-
member board who oversees 
the group’s mission and vi-
sion. Board members may 

also choose to serve on vari-
ous committees or sub-com-
mittees to support our on-
going work. Members of the 
board are elected to a two-
year term.

Board elections take place 
in September. If you have an 
interest, please contact us 
via our website at swlfriends.
org, or by submitting a writ-
ten note to Friends of South 
Whatcom Library  at 8 Barn 
View Drive, Bellingham, WA 
98229. We’d love to hear from 
you.

South Whatcom Library 
friends group looks for 
board members
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Since 1967 LFS Marine & Outdoor has served the
Pacific Northwest community. Now, with several stores

in Western Washington and Alaska, LFS maintains its roots
in Whatcom County with our flagship store and

corporate office at Squalicum Harbor in Bellingham.
The secret to our 50+ year success story has been
dependable and reliable service through the most

challenging times. We understand that our customers
rely on us to help them navigate a successful boating

and outdoor experience. That is why we’re here for you,
and that is why we’re here to stay.

851 Coho Way, Bellingham, WA
360-734-3336 • 800-426-8860

www.Go2marine.com
“They have so much stuff!! Its a great place for any outdoors
person or even DIY people. 
They have good prices too.”   

- Google Review

Serving Northwest
 

Washington Adventurists
 For Over 50 Years.

Ethan Tucker                Tree Care
• HAZARD TREE REMOVAL • PRUNING & Care 
  • Climbing Work/Limbing • Tree Felling & Cutting

    • Brush & Invasive Plant Removal • Fire Safety Clearing

WA lic. #602613769  ISA# PN-5447A Lic#ETHANTT907N7

FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed and Insured 

Please Call 360-298-0903
ethantuckertreecare@gmail.com

Committees: SVCA board says 
no to parks/communications
Continued from 1

teers to perform work on parks 
and trails. He and Voldt both said 
committee members might not 
have the proper knowledge base 
nor background to ensure the 
work is done correctly.

“I don’t support the commit-
tee the way it’s written,” Tischled-
er said. “I think recruiting and or-
ganizing volunteers is all well and 
good. I think a formal volunteer 
program needs to be developed, 
and I don’t think the parks and 
trails committee is the appropri-
ate place for that to happen.”

After a vote against establish-
ing a parks and trails committee, 
the board then discussed and 
then rejected a communications 
committee. 

Tischleder explained that 
SVCA General Manager Jo Anne 
Jensen and other association staff 
were already handling most of 
what the communications com-
mittee would do. He said it could 
be useful, but that more speci-
ficity was needed regarding the 
function it would serve.

“Personally, I think there’s 
some merit in the communica-
tions committee,” Tischleder 
said. “But I do think it needs to 

be a lot better, more well thought 
out. And really determine what 
that committee is being used for.”

Voldt talked about the lack of 
clarity on what purpose the com-
mittee would serve, while also 
acknowledging it may be use-
ful down the road if they specify 
what is needed from the group.

“Just because I’m opposing 
these committees, that’s not to 
say we are not going to identify 
there are some committees we 
still need to form as we move 
along,” said Voldt. “It’s just the 
way these are structured, current-
ly, I don’t feel that we need them.”

Tischleder proposed that the 
board either vote on the com-
mittee or agree to revisit it after 
looking further into SVCA’s com-
munications strategy. Jensen ex-
plained that at this moment the 
website is taking her focus away 
from communications, but she 
would be able to look into it later 
on in the summer.

“At this time, all of the parts 
of my schedule that could be fo-
cused on communications are 
focused on that website,” Jensen 
said. “So, I would not turn to the 
communications strategy until 
we have a properly functioning 
website, but I anticipate that that 
will happen during the summer 
and then we can bring that strat-
egy back.”

The board did not take a vote 
and agreed to revisit the matter 
later, after there was time to re-
view the communications strat-
egy.

-- Contact Sarah McCauley at sar-
ah@lyndentribune.com.

Sudden Valley maintains two 
pools to serve the community: 
the main pool, located next to the 
Rec Center; and the quiet pool, 
located next to the library.

The main pool is an active 
environment ideal for families 
where lifeguards are always pres-
ent.

The quiet pool is a smaller and 

more relaxed area where people 
swim at their own risk.

There are some shared rules 
for the use of the pools, and each 
of these amenities has some rules 
of its own to ensure safety and en-
joyment in the two different envi-
ronments.

The following rules are in force 
at both pools:

• All swimmers must shower 
with soap and water before swim-
ming.

• People with seizure, heart or 
circulatory problems should not 
swim alone.

• Enter the pool from the wet 
step feet first or use ladders or 
stairs.

• Use of facility is prohibited if 
under the influence of alcohol or 

drugs.
• No food or drinks in the pool. 

Food and drinks may be con-
sumed a minimum of four feet 
away from the pool edge.

• No glass within the facility.
• Persons with a communi-

cable disease or who have been 
ill with vomiting or incontinence 
within the last two weeks cannot 
use the pool; this includes open 
sores or lesions.

• No diving.
•  No breath-holding or pro-

longed underwater lap swim-
ming.

• No inflatable devices are al-
lowed except Coast Guard-ap-
proved personal flotation devices 
(PFDs).

Those requiring use of PFDs 
must remain within arm’s reach 
of an adult.

• Swim-specific attire re-
quired. Long hair must be pulled 
back and no shoes are allowed 
within the pool.

•  Violation of pool rules shall 
be $25 for the first offense plus 
suspension of pool privileges 
for 30 days, with doubling of the 
monetary fine, and 30 days sus-
pension, for each subsequent 
violation.

Main pool
The following rules are in force 

at the main pool:
• No swimming unless a Life-

guard is on duty.
• Lifeguards are always in 

charge. Lifeguards have final au-
thority to enforce all pool rules.

• Pool use will be limited to a 
safe number as determined by 
the lifeguard on duty.

• Maximum occupancy of 150 
persons within the pool facility.

• Lifeguards may request indi-
viduals to prove their swimming 
ability. Lifeguards may restrict 
use of the pool by non-swim-
mers. All minors are subject to a 
swim test.

•  Use of fins, snorkels, or any 
toys must be authorized by the 
lifeguard on duty.

•  Alcohol, drugs and pets are 
prohibited in facility.

•  Adults or children who use 
diapers must use swim-specific 
diapers and wear a protective 
covering to prevent contamina-
tion. Diaper changing in the pool 
facility is prohibited.

• No horseplay, running, play-
ing on ladders, throwing objects/
swimmers or riding on shoulders. 
No water or squirt gun toys are al-
lowed.

• Spitting, spouting, or swal-
lowing water from mouth or 
blowing nose in the pool is pro-
hibited.

• No hanging on or swimming 
across occupied lap lanes dur-
ing lap swimming specific swim 
times.

Lap lanes in the pool during 
open swim are not exclusive and 
may need to be shared.

Quiet pool
The following rules are in force 

at the quiet pool:
• No lifeguards on duty. Swim 

at your own risk.
• This is a limited use pool for 

use by SVCA members, renters, 
and guests only. The quiet pool 
is for the quiet enjoyment of all 
SVCA members.

•  No activities shall be con-
ducted at the quiet pool as to put 
the pool into the classification of 
a general use pool.

• Alcohol may be consumed at 
this pool by persons of legal age.

• Maximum occupancy of the 
quiet pool is 30. Pool occupancy 
is set at 25 adults and 5 children.

• If you don’t follow the rules, 
you may be removed from the 
premises.

• In an emergency, call 9-1-
1. Emergency phone is located 
within the designated pool area.

The following are child safety 
requirements at the quiet pool:

• Due to lack of lifeguards, all 
children under the age of 18 (mi-
nor) shall be accompanied by an 
authorized adult to ensure the 
safety of the minor around water 
hazards.

• All children under 18 must 
have passed a swim test given by 
a SVCA lifeguard and be wearing 
a bracelet issued that day.

• When a child 12 years of age 
or less is using the pool, an au-
thorized adult must always ac-
company the child and be at the 
pool or pool deck when the child 
uses the facility.

• If an individual between 13 
and 17 is using the pool, at least 
two other people must be at the 
pool facility.

• There is a maximum of two 
children that one adult may bring 
to the pool.

• Children who are not potty-
trained may not use the quiet 
pool.

• All children 7 and under 
must have an adult in the water 
supervising them at all times.

Two Sudden Valley pools, two sets of pool rules
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FDI-1867L-A  © 2022 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. AECSPAD

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) e�ective 05/17/2023. CDs o�ered by Edward Jones are bank-issued
and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per
insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact
your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are
subject to interest rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are
sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market
value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the
distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs o�ered through Edward Jones are
issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository
Trust Corp. (DTC).

 

 
 

 
 

Call or visit 
your local financial advisor today.

 

Rhea E Booth 
Financial Advisor
12 Bellwether Way 
Suite 106 
Bellingham, WA 98225
360-752-9193

%

%

%

APY*

APY*

APY*

6-month 5.10
1-year 5.15

5.103-month

Skye Luke
Asset Advisor

Estate Sales, Move Outs, 
Garbage Collection, Property Clean Ups, 
Vehicle Removal

LukerativeJR@gmail.com“Rain, Snow or Shine Weʼre on the Grind”

360.812.0911
JUNK REMOVAL
UKERATIVEL

the captivating personalities of 
animals. His unwavering passion 
for the natural world is evident in 
his work; he strives to capture his 
subjects’ every detail to showcase 
their unique qualities. 

In addition to his photography 
work, Craven is a skilled digital 
artist who uses his photographs 
as a canvas to create imaginative 
and unique designs. He is con-
stantly exploring new techniques 
and methods to bring his artistic 
vision to life, and his creativity 
knows no bounds. 

Craven’s desire to spend his 
time immersed in the natural 
world is a driving force behind 
his work, and he is constantly 
seeking out new opportunities 
to explore and capture the world 
around him. 

If you would like to see more 
of his creations, check out Aaron-
CravenPhoto.com.

Featured Artist 2: Near El Agave: 
Virginia Heaven

Virginia Heaven is a long-term 

member of the Valley Arts Group, 
which she says offers acceptance 
and support from members. It 
doesn’t hurt to have a quarterly 
goal of having new work either.

While her family has lived in 
the Pacific NW for several gen-
erations, Heaven moved from 
Seattle to Sudden Valley 30 years 
ago. Her childhood was spent on 
a farm in the Skagit Valley, during 
which she developed an interest 
in critters of all shapes and sizes. 

The arts have been Heaven’s 
interest and career throughout 
her life. After obtaining a mas-

ter’s degree in fine arts (MFA) in 
Ceramics from the University of 
Washington, she spent her ca-
reer teaching the visual arts in a 
Jesuit High School. Imagine the 
challenge: Teaching required art 
classes to teenagers.

More challenging was mov-
ing those who were complete-
ly turned off art by a previous 
teacher’s commenting that their 
art was inferior. Heaven piqued 
their interest by presenting art 
as problem solving. For example, 
she asked: How could they visu-
ally express the word joy? When, 

in any given year she could not 
tell the difference between those 
who had previous art experience 
and who had none, she felt deeply 
rewarded.

Heaven enjoyed watching 
teenagers be like sponges, learn-
ing quickly, wanting to be chal-
lenged and being very creative.

Kayaking became part of her 
life to explore and be one with our 
beautiful Northwest. Her love of 
the Northwest is apparent in her 

work, as are the remarkable crit-
ters she paints, displaying their 
intriguing personalities. From 
cougars to deer, Virginia brings 
critters closer to us.

Heaven decided to work with 
watercolor after retiring from 
teaching, finding it to be very ex-
pressive and spontaneous.

For more info about the Valley 
Arts Group and our artists, visit 
valleyartsgroup.org or facebook.
com/ValleyArtsGroup.

Valley Arts: Group makes plans for July exhibit
Continued from 2

By Jo Anne Jensen
SVCA General Manager

SVCA’s white security vehicles 
are a familiar sight as they drive 
through the neighborhoods in 
each gate on their daily rounds. 
Most residents, however, have 
not had an opportunity to inter-
act with security and may not 
know the role they play in our 
community.

The requirement to provide 
security services to the commu-
nity is mentioned in Sudden Val-
ley’s original articles of incorpo-
ration, so it is a fundamental role 
of the Association.

The SVCA Bylaws define this 
responsibility further, noting 
that a security guard must be on 
duty 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week.

While on duty, guards pa-
trol SVCA property, driving var-
ied routes through all gates and 
checking high traffic areas sev-
eral times per shift.

When not on the road, guards 
monitor security cameras, re-
spond to email, and write their 
reports.

SVCA’s guards are provided 
through Pacific Security’s Bell-
ingham office, a respected firm 
with many years of experience in 

the greater Bellingham area and 
throughout Washington State.

By working with a third-party 
provider, SVCA is able to take 
advantage of Pacific Security’s 
infrastructure, including regular 
guard trainings and inspections, 
a centrally-located dispatch fa-
cility, automated reporting and 
communications, and back-up 
guards when one of the regularly 
scheduled guards is absent.

SVCA’s security guards’ stand-
ing orders are to observe and re-
port.

They do not have the legal 
right nor the training to take ac-
tion against the perpetrator of a 

crime. They document what they 
observe and they alert the sheriff 
and other agencies as appropri-
ate.

Security guards act as the eyes 
and ears of Administration, alert-
ing us to possible violations of 
SVCA’s Rules & Regulations and 
to situations or issues that may 
affect safety.

Guards also support the Sher-
iff’s Office and Fire Department 
when they respond to a call in 
Sudden Valley, and manage traf-
fic and crowd control during 
large events.

If you are aware of a rule vio-
lation (for example, loud music, 

construction after hours, illegal 
parking) or safety concern (such 
as fallen trees, debris in the road-
way, trespassing, or vandalism), 
please report it to security.

You can reach them at (360) 
319-8200.

If you feel threatened or wish 
to report a crime, SVCA strongly 
advises you to call the Whatcom 
County Sheriff’s Office by dialing 
911 in an emergency or calling 
360-676-6911 for non-emergency 
dispatch.

You can also report a crime 
online at the following link: 
https://apps1.whatcomcounty.
us/reportcrime.

SVCA security vehicles a ‘familiar sight’
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Sudden Valley Golf Club

All Annual

Memberships

discounted

by 10% as of

May 1, 2023

Sudden Valley Golf Club
Golf Program Information

360-734-6435 
or Toll Free 855-506-2219    

 www.suddenvalleygolfcourse.com

  Full Member Privileges
• Unlimited Golf • Unlimited Range Balls • Preferred Tee Times • 

• Handicap Service • Locker Service • Golf Tournaments • 

• Limited Reciprocal Privileges at Area Private Clubs • 

• Golf Shop Discount • Social Events •

Full Membership Rates
Property Owners Annual Monthly Non-Property Owners Annual Monthly
Single $2,100 $175 Single $2,310 $195
Couple $3,150 $265 Couple $3,465 $290
Family of 3+ $3,360 $280 Family of 3+ $3,700 $310
Young Family (children 15 or younger)   Young Family (children 15 or younger) 
After Noon Play $1,470 $125 After Noon Play $1,625 $140
Senior Limited (62 & up, M-F) $1,525 $130 Senior Limited (62 & up, M-F) $1,675 $145
Intermediate (Ages 18 - 28) $1,050 $90 Intermediate (Ages 18 - 28) $1,150 $100
Junior (17 and Younger) $300 $30 Junior (17 and Younger) $350 $35

Associate Membership: Associate members receive three complimentary rounds of golf, 50% off 
all green fees, 50% off range balls, handicap service, a locker, preferred tee times, and may play in all 
Golf Club tournaments and participate in all social events. Cost: $500 / year  -  $45 / mo.

Social Membership: Social members receive two complimentary rounds of golf, 25% off all green fees, 
a locker, preferred tee times and may play in all Golf Club tournaments and participate in all social events. 
Cost: $135 / year ($145 / year with GHIN Handicap Service)

2023 Memberships Are On Sale Now!2023 Memberships Are On Sale Now!2023 Memberships Are On Sale Now!2023 Memberships Are On Sale Now!

5100 Pacific Highway Ferndale, WA

360-676-1131

GetWild@WildFISHwives.com • (360) 303-0240 

WILD 
SEAFOOD

Sale Dates: 
Second Saturdays, 6/10 & 7/15,

10:00AM-4:00PM
Or text for alternative pickup

Gate 1, 73 Windward Drive

MJD CONSTRUCTION
RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL

LIC #MJOCOCL807BP

SANTIAGO CORREA

360-770-8117
MJDCONSTRUCTION1@HOTMAIL.COM

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING
LANDSCAPING | STONE

TILE INSTALLATION
DRYWALL/TAPING

SIDING | FENCE | ROOFING

Sudden Valley Local!

FINANCIALS

By Brian Kruhlak
SVCA Director of Golf

With the recent unseasonably 
warm and dry weather, it’s prob-
ably time for me to address the 
issue of non-golfers walking, jog-
ging or riding on the golf course.

It is somewhat of a challeng-
ing issue because the golf course 

sits on a beautiful piece of prop-
erty and has nice paths that seem 
ideal for a walk, jog or a bike ride. 
Unfortunately, it is simply not 
safe to be on the golf course un-
less you are playing golf.

I know that over the years 
there have been several instances 
where non-golfers on the course 
have been confronted by golfers. 
Sometimes politely and other 
times, unfortunately not so po-
litely.

These confrontations, our in-
ability to enforce the policy at 
all times and the policy itself can 
leave golfers and non-golfers 
frustrated.

The core of the problem as I 
see it is lack of awareness.

Most people who walk the 
course when not playing are non-
golfers.

The fact that they don’t golf 
means that they most likely are 
unaware of the damage that a 
golf ball traveling upwards of 160 
miles per hour can do if it were to 
strike them.

It can cause serious injury or 
even death.

I have seen mothers with baby 
strollers walking on the cart paths 
around blind corners where golf 

Safety first on Sudden Valley golf course

Continued on next page
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Ads must be 15 words or less. Ad copy must list item price of under $200 as well as contact info. Ad will run free �rst month only.  
Deadline is the 23rd of the month for the following edition. Please email ad copy to: o�ce@suddenvalley.com.

Sudden Valley Swap Meet
FREE classified ads for private party Sudden Valley residents only.

To place a classified ad, please email 
mitze@lyndentribune.com or call (360) 354-4444.

Deadline: 23rd of each month
Monthly Rates: $15 per column inch

GOOD NEIGHBOR 
GARDENING

June = Summer! Plant, Plant, Plant!
Design/Redesign; Pruning; Clean-Ups;

Curb Appeal and Maintenance For Your Home,
a “For Sale” Home, Second Home, Rental

Check me out on FACEBOOK
Contact Terry 360-671-7369

Landscape Clean Ups • Mowing • Pruning • Excavator Work
Weeding • Landscape Installation • Tree Work • Mulch
Gravel • Dirt • Dump Runs • Pressure Washing • More! 

ELITE LANDSCAPE 
& MINI-EXCAVATION LLC

 

 *ELITELM817BB 360-296-4824
www.EliteLandscapeExcavation.com

LAWN MOWING & 
LANDSCAPING

 

  
CALL or TEXT 360-318-5426

Lawn Mowing, Hedge Trimming, 
Tree Trimming, Tree Removal/Limbing, Yard 
Cleanups, Hardscape Work, Excavation Work. 

Year-Round Maintenance Work!

PRESSURE WASHING & 
DUMP RUNS

 

  
360-312-8409

Pressure Washing of Decks, Rock Work, Driveways, 
Roofs, Gutters, Sidewalks, Houses

Dump Runs/Haul Away of Household & Yard Debris
Call now to set up an appointment!

VACANT LOTS WANTED!
I continually have buyers looking for quality vacant lots
in Sudden Valley. Contact me for a market evaluation.

Greg Paul
360-739-7354
GregPaul@Remax.net

Beautifully bound set of 
7 Louis Lamour Western 
novels. Nice Father’s Day 
gift. $14. 360-393-4038.

Beautifully bound and 
illustrated set of 26 Time Life 
books ‘’The Old West”.  $40. 
360-393-4038.

www.DiscoverSuddenValley.com  
360-739-7354

GREG PAUL
• The Top Producer in Unit Sales in Sudden Valley
• Experienced Negotiation Skills
• Strong Online Presence
• Knowledgeable in the

Amenities, Services,
Regulations & Structure
of Sudden Valley

Great Time to 
Consider a New Home!
- High Energy E�ciency
- Heating & Cooling
- Soaring Ceilings
- New Appliances

  Many New Homes Under Construction  -  Contact Greg Paul For Details!

(360) 223-9297
jmaurer@afncorp.comGregPaul@Remax.net

John Maurer, NMLS 487494 
• Down payment grant up to 3% program 
• USDA zero-down mortgages 
• Renovation loans • New construction
• Reverse mortgages • Sudden Valley resident
• 30+ years lending experience

• Drywall Repairs • Flood Damage Repairs
• Small Repair Jobs

Licensed & Bonded • Contractor # BELLIH835DF

Call: 360-988-3012

Please 
Recycle

this Paper.

KVH Datascope. Takes and 
recalls bearings, electronic 
Rangefinder, Chronometer, 
Height Mode, Night Light.  
$40. 360-393-4038.

Beautiful wedding dress 
with topper. Size 10. 
David’s Bridal.  $175. Never 
worn. 253-549-8563.

For Sale:  Australian 
Akubra Snowy River hat, 
black, size 57. New.  $125. 
Call Shirley, 360-756-0551.

balls were literally flying right over 
their heads.

Clearly these people and oth-
ers like them have no idea of the 
dangerous situation they are 
putting themselves and/or their 
loved ones in.  

I know that some community 
members become offended when 
asked to not walk, jog or bike 
on the course. There is a feeling 
by some that it is a selfish act by 
someone who is irritated by the 
presence of a non-golfer on the 
course. 

However, it is critical these 
non-golfers understand that not 
only is it dangerous for them, but 
it is also not fair for them to put 
golfers in a position where they 
could be the ones responsible for 
causing serious injury to another 
person.  

When I come upon a non-golf-
er on the course, I make every ef-
fort to calmly and politely explain 
to the individual why it is that they 
are not allowed onto the course. 

I find that almost without ex-
ception these individuals appreci-
ate the explanation and are happy 
to exit the course and refrain from 
using it for non-golf activities in 
the future.  

On the positive side for those 
non-golfers hoping to walk on the 
course, we will start our Sunday 
Foot Golf times on June 11. 

On Sundays through Labor 
Day, when the lower nine holes 
are being used for Foot Golf only, 
there is no safety danger and 
therefore walking on the golf cart 
paths on the front nine is permit-
ted.

While Foot Golf starts at 5 p.m., 
we can’t allow non-golf walking 
until 6 p.m. as we need to allow 
the traditional golfers to be done 
playing the front nine holes before 
non-golfing walkers arrive on the 
course.

As always, if you have any 
questions about this policy or any 
other aspect of the golf program, 
feel free to call or email me at the 
golf shop, bkruhlak@suddenval-
ley.com.
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360-733-3700

1200 Lakeway Drive, Unit #2 
Bellingham, WA 98229

www.sunmarkproperties.com
email: sunmarkproperties@msn.com 

John Kelleher
Broker

Jackie Ryan
Designated Broker

Vadim Kotsyuba
Broker

Azam Nader
Broker

TRUST YOUR LOCAL SALES OFFICE!

No smoking of any kind, no drugs. Applicants must have good credit. Application fee - $35 single, $45 married.

SUDDEN VALLEY HOUSES & CONDOS
Rental Listings

WE’VE MOVED!
Please visit us at

Build your dream home on this fabulous million dollar view home 
overlooking Drayton Harbor, while also enjoying the views of 
Semiahmoo Resort, White Rock, B.C., and coastal mountains. This 
lot, located in a gated community, has an unobstructed water view 
and abuts a community nature trail. Includes tree survey map. Just 
minutes from the US/Canadian Border. Priced to sell. $299,000

Your chance to own a top floor unit w/unobstructed Bay and Island 
views! Highly desirable Morse Square top-floor condo in the heart 
of downtown Bellingham! Unit features 9’ ceilings & open concept 
floor plan. Kitchen incl. SS appliances, granite countertops & cherry 
cabinetry. Fireplace in living rm. Bright bedroom w/ lg windows, 
walk-in closet & ensuite. Updates throughout incl. fresh paint, 
waterproof laminate flooring, modern bathroom vanity, stackable 
W/D, ceiling fixtures & the list goes on. Low monthly dues incl. 
W/S/G. Secured entry building w/bike storage & underground 
parking garage. $449,000

20 Sparrow Ct. (Gate 2)........................................$109,000
Semiahmoo- 5487 Wood Duck Lp (Bay View Lot).........$299,000

SUDDEN VALLEY VACANT LOTS

Sudden Valley Gate 13 3 bdrm, 2 ba, 3-car garage. Available August 1st. Rent $2400

Sudden Valley Gate 2 Furnished 2 bdrm 1.5 ba. 1 year lease, available July 1st. Rent $1850 

PENDING

Stress Free Property Management

Let us handle your rental!

- 38 Years Experience 
- Sudden Valley Experts

Call Azam at 360-733-3700

10% OFF Entire Purchase
With Coupon

One coupon per customer. Coupon cannot be combined with any other discounts.

 (360) 389-5749
www.petstopinfo.net/Petstop-Sudden-Valley

Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 11am-7pm, 
Closed Sunday & Monday

1941 Lake Whatcom Blvd, Bellingham, 98229

Locally Owned Since 1993

Boomer
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Irrigation: System, road 
improvements coming
Continued from 1

comes off, but the lower layer 
remains. Fixing this will signifi-
cantly improve the quality of the 
roads, according to the proposal.

Three separate capital requests 
had to be approved for the proj-
ect, and the board approved all of 
them. $31,084.16 from the roads 
fund was allocated toward replac-
ing street signs, $39,321.29 from 
roads will go toward pavement 
marking, and $397,155.10 from 
roads will be used for asphalt re-
pairs.

At the May 25 meeting, the 
board approved additional fund-
ing for the replacement of the ma-
rina boat launch dock. Replace-
ment of the dock was prompted 
by a discovery in 2022 that the 
dock was permitted incorrectly 
and does not meet ADA require-
ments. SVCA staff has been work-
ing with Whatcom County to 
correct this and design an ADA 
compliant boat launch, according 
to the request.

Back in 2020 an emergency 
request for funds to replace the 
boat launch was brought before 
the SVCA board of directors and 
subsequently approved. In May 
of 2021, the dock was completed, 
but it would be brought to the 
board’s attention in 2022 that the 
repairs were done incorrectly. 

Now, the current board is 
working to correct this by replac-
ing the dock with the correct 
permitting to ensure it is ADA 

compliant. On March 30, a design 
was completed and a commercial 
building permit was submitted to 
Whatcom County. The proposal 
before the board during its May 25 
meeting requested an additional 
$212,890.97 in project funds from 
CRRRF to complete the project.

There was discussion amongst 
board members about the pro-
posed amount and the extent of 
the repairs needed. Board Trea-
surer Sonia Voldt said she wanted 
everyone to remember that the 
proposal before them was put 
together by professionals, and all 
of the improvements were neces-
sary to correct the mistakes made 
by the previous board when it at-
tempted to replace the dock.

“I just wanted to remind ev-
erybody that this is the engineer’s 
estimate,” Voldt said. “They have 
an algorithm and a system and 
resources to help them come up 
with this plan and they were also 
adhering to the Whatcom County 
Codes for Lake Whatcom.”

The increased amount was a 
surprise, Voldt said, but she re-
minded everyone that the situa-
tion before them is that there was 
an unpermitted dock built and 
this is the course of action profes-
sionals are directing them to take.

Ultimately, the board took a 
vote and approved the additional 
funding to continue the dock re-
placement.

 
-- Contact Sarah McCauley at sar-
ah@lyndentribune.com.

Donate blood at 
Welcome Center

From 11 a.m. until 5 p.m. Fri-
day, June 30, give blood at the 
Sudden Valley Welcome Center, 
at 1850 Lake Whatcom Blvd., 
Bellingham. There are 25 ap-
pointment slots available.

Make an appointment, by 
calling 800-398-7888 or visiting 
schedule.bloodworksnw.org.

According to Life Center 
Northwest, every 10 minutes 
another person is added to the 
transplant waiting list. Your deci-

sion to be a blood donor can save 
lives.

CIT Bank now a 
division of First 
Citizens Bank
By Joel Heverling
SVCA Finance Director

SVCA’s bank, CIT Bank, is now 
a division of First Citizens Bank. 
First Citizens has a reputation for 
financial strength, exceptional 
customer service and prudent 
lending that spans 125 years.

Beginning June 8, Property Pay 
will look different, but the func-
tionality you rely on to pay your 
HOA dues online will remain the 

same.
Your login credentials will not 

change. 

Swim lessons
The YMCA will offer swim les-

sons at the SVCA main pool. The 
Y will handle all reservations, so 
please visit www.whatcomymca.
org if you’d like to sign up for 
swim lessons. 

Prices for eight lessons are $59 
for YMCA members, $90 for non-
YMCA members.

If you are not a SVCA Mem-
ber, there is also an additional 
monthly fee payable at the Sud-
den Valley Community Center 
front desk. SVCA members pay 
only the price of the swim lessons 
through the YMCA.


