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Please help 
keep our 
community 
safe from fire
By JoAnne Jensen
SVCA General Manager

Summer weather is encouraging 
everyone to get outside and enjoy the 
season. Unfortunately, two traditional 
warm-weather activities, campfires and 
fireworks, can threaten the safety of our 
unique forest community.

Please be aware 
that a burn ban is in 
place and that fire-
works are not permit-
ted! More details are 
given below.

Burn Ban
SVCA’s Rules & Regulations state that 

a burn ban automatically goes into effect 
in Sudden Valley if Whatcom County de-
clares a burn ban. On June 9, the South 
Whatcom Fire Authority implemented a 
Stage One burn ban, triggering this re-
quirement.

The Rules & Regulations explain that 
when a burn ban is in effect, no outdoor 
fires except properly enclosed cooking 
fires using gas or charcoal as fuel will be 
permitted. All other outdoor fires (open 
flame, including recreational fires) are 
prohibited for the duration of the burn 
ban. Sudden Valley’s rules are more re-
strictive than those of the County. Even 
though recreational fires are still allowed 
by the county, SVCA rules are clear that 
no recreational fires with open flames 
will be allowed.

Violation of the burn ban can result 
in a fine of $250. The fine increases to 
$500 if there is a subsequent violation.

Fireworks prohibited
throughout Sudden Valley

The use of fireworks is prohibited 
throughout Sudden Valley.

The fine for violating this rule is $100 
and no warnings will be given.

Fines are applied to the member ac-
count and are payable within 30 days of 
the issuance of the fine. Late fees and in-
terest will accrue after 30 days.

Fireworks increase the risk of fire, 
disturb the peace of the neighborhood 
and disrupt the activity of the animals 
that share our space.

Last, but not least, setting off fire-
works cause many injuries each year, 
with individuals losing fingers, toes and 
even their sight because of accidents.

Please be careful and observe SVCA’s 
ban on fireworks.

This butterfly was photographed recently at the Sudden Valley 
Welcome Center. (Morgan Libby/Sudden Valley Views)

IN THE DAYS 
OF YORE ... 

A BUTTERFLY WELCOMING

Help tell 
Sudden 
Valley’s 
story 

To honor Sudden Valley’s 50th An-
niversary, the August 2023 Views will be 
a commemorative edition chronicling 
Sudden Valley’s first 50 years of Incor-
poration.

Sudden Valley’s 50-year history is 
made up of the thousands of stories that 
are forever part of the fabric of our com-
munity. 

Sudden Valley’s story remembers its 
history as a working ranch and recog-
nizes the visionary role of its original 
developers.

Sudden Valley is its members, past 
and present, and the dedicated and 
hard-working volunteers and staff.

Our collective history makes up the 
threads that have woven the Sudden 
Valley of today. 

We are Sudden Valley!
• We invite you to join in the telling of 

this story.
• Share with us your fondest Sudden 

Valley memories, photos, experiences, 
and personal anecdotes, and we will 
share selected stories in the commemo-
rative August Edition of the Sudden Val-
ley Views.

If you have photos and stories to 
share, please email office@SuddenVal-
ley.com or call 360-734-6430.

Celebrate Sudden 
Valley’s 50th Anniver-
sary during this all day, 
family friendly event on 
Saturday, Aug. 26.

To commemorate 
this special occasion, the Sudden Valley 
Community Association is hosting a full day 
of activities.

For more information, please visit Sud-
denValley.com/50.

Schedule of Events for Aug. 26:

Location: AM Beach

Kayak, Canoe, and Paddle Board Regatta
7:30a - Check-in
8:15a - First Launch

Location: SVCA Recreation Corridor
Valley Fair

11a - 6p Food Trucks and Vendors, Car-
nival Games & Prizes, Cake Walks, Pony 
Rides, Inflatables/activities for all ages, 
SVCA and Vendor Booths, Music and Talent 
Stage, Beer Garden, Raffles and more.

Location: The Square, adjacent to the 
Dance Barn

Movies
7:45p- Nostalgia; Sudden Valley Com-

memorative Short
8:30p- Family-friendly Movie

Wanted: Event Vendors,
Performers, and Volunteers 
Volunteers

The Sudden Valley Community Associa-
tion (SVCA) seeks willing hearts and help-
ing hands to assist with activities during our 
50th Anniversary Celebration on Aug. 26. 
Volunteers will receive a 50th Anniversary 

t-shirt.
Please visit https://suddenvalley.

com/50 for more information and to view 
all volunteer opportunities.

Vendors
The SVCA is committed to producing a 

quality 50th Anniversary Celebration for 
attendees with a unique assortment of ven-
dors.

If you are interested in becoming a ven-
dor at the Aug. 26 Fair, please visit https://
suddenvalley.com/50 for more info. 

Performers 
Individual and ensemble musical and 

talent acts are invited to apply to perform 
on the Event Stage, which will be located 
next to the Main Pool.

Performances must be family oriented; 
equivalent to G Rating for public perfor-
mance (no content that could be consid-
ered obscene, crude, vulgar, inappropriate, 
unsuitable or offensive).

Please visit https://suddenvalley.
com/50 to sign up. Applications will be ac-
cepted on a first-come basis.

Celebrate Sudden Valley’s 50th anniversary



Sudden Valley ViewsPage 2 | July 2023

WESELLSUDDENVALLEY.COMWESELLSUDDENVALLEY.COM

P O W E R E D  B Y  R E / M A X  W H A T C O M  C O .  
&  G L O B A L  R E F E R R A L  G R O U P ,  L L C

SCAN BELOW FOR A FREESCAN BELOW FOR A FREE
PROPERTY VALUATION:PROPERTY VALUATION:

THESE FRONT DOORS WILL SOONTHESE FRONT DOORS WILL SOON
HAVE HAVE HAPPY HAPPY NEW OWNERS BEHIND THEMNEW OWNERS BEHIND THEM

WANT TOWANT TO
SEE YOURSEE YOUR

HOMEHOME
HERE?HERE?

SOLDSOLD SOLDSOLD SOLDSOLD

SOLDSOLD SOLDSOLD SOLDSOLD

PENDINGPENDING PENDINGPENDING

Non-Golfers are
permitted to walk the front (lower)

nine holes every Sunday evening after 6:00pm.

Golf Course Walking Times
Begin June 11th!

Golf Course Walking Times
Begin June 11th!

Golf Course Walking Times
Begin June 11th!

 
Please begin your walk at the first hole

as there may still be some golf play
on the last few front nine holes until 7:00pm.

 Call the golf shop at 360-734-6435
with any questions.

Lock Service

Serving Sudden Valley for 38 years.
Cont. # AARIG**O66BD

• Lock-Outs: Home/Auto/Mailbox
• Rekey/Change Locks
• Lost/Broken Keys
• Mailbox Locks Replaced
• Car Key Cloning
• Transponder Chip Keys

Tree Service

(360) 733-0648
aarightlockservice.com

AA Right- Steve Kure

• Take Down & Limbing

Skye Luke
Asset Advisor

Estate Sales, Move Outs, 
Garbage Collection, Property Clean Ups, 
Vehicle Removal

LukerativeJR@gmail.com“Rain, Snow or Shine Weʼre on the Grind”

360.812.0911
JUNK REMOVAL
UKERATIVEL

By Lee Langdon
Valley Arts Group

Each year, Valley Arts Group 
provides a $500 scholarship to a 
student at Western Washington 
University. Recently, Valley Arts 
Group President Rhea Booth 
met this year’s recipient, Mariah 
Deady, at a dinner for scholarship 
recipients and their donors.

Deady is finishing her BFA 
from WWU. Her final installation 
project is a hut, or small house, 
filled with art produced in a 24-
hour period. She worked on this 
project with another student, 
who also helped build the hut. To 
learn more about Deady’s talent, 
check out the interview at vimeo.
com/wwucfpa. 

Funds for the scholarship 

come from sales of Valley Arts 
Group calendars, filled with 
members’ art, and sales of 
Charles Addicott’s donation for 
the month. So, consider getting 
a two-fer: buy a calendar in No-
vember or purchase one of Ad-
dicott’s donated paintings now 
and have a gift for yourself and a 
donation to the scholarship fund.

Community Invitation
Valley Arts group’s next Fea-

tured Artists’ Reception is from 
4-6 p.m. Saturday, July 15.  The 
whole community is welcome. 
Light snacks will be served. Join 
us to meet Aaron Craven whose 
photography will be featured in 
the Barn, and Virginia Heaven’s 
whose watercolors are displayed 
on the way into El Agave.

A full descriptions of both are 
in last month’s issue on the Fea-
tured Artists.

For more info about the Valley 
Arts Group, visit valleyartsgroup.
org.

Valley Arts Group supports art students

Valley Arts Group President Rhea Booth, photo at left, 
with Western Washington University student Mariah 

Deady, at a dinner for scholarship recipients and their 
donors. This year, Valley Arts gave Deady a $500 scholar-

ship. (Photo courtesy Valley Arts Group)

By Gail Chiarello
Chair, Nominations & Elections

From July 5 until Sept. 5, can-
didate application packets are 

available in hard copy at the wel-
come center, 1850 Lake Whatcom 
Blvd., and on-line at SuddenVal-
ley.com.

There are three open positions 
on the Board, nine on the Archi-
tectural Control Committee, and 
four on Nominations & Elections 
(N&E).   

The deadline for submitting 

applications, as per our bylaws, is 
4:30 p.m. Sept. 5. Mailed applica-
tions must be received (not post-
marked) by that date. In-person 
applications can be submitted at 
the welcome center, 1850 Lake 
Whatcom Blvd.

If you have other questions, 
email BODChiarello@sudden-
valley.com.

SVCA candidate applications will be 
accepted beginning Wednesday, July 5
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Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) e�ective 06/21/2023. CDs o�ered by Edward Jones are bank-issued
and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per
insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact
your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are
subject to interest rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are
sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market
value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the
distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs o�ered through Edward Jones are
issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository
Trust Corp. (DTC).

 

 
 

 
 

Call or visit 
your local financial advisor today.

 

Rhea E Booth 
Financial Advisor
12 Bellwether Way 
Suite 106 
Bellingham, WA 98225
360-752-9193

%

%

%

APY*

APY*

APY*

6-month 5.30
1-year 5.20

5.303-month

GetWild@WildFISHwives.com • (360) 303-0240 

WILD 
SEAFOOD

Sale Dates: 
Saturdays, 7/15 & 8/5,

10:00AM-4:00PM
Or text for alternative pickup

Gate 1, 73 Windward Drive

Around the Valley

It’s finally summer, and all de-
partments are focused on keep-
ing operations running smoothly. 
Staff is working hard to ensure 
that members can enjoy all SVCA 
amenities.

New pool furniture has arrived 
and the issues experienced early 
in the season with the launch gate 
at the marina have been resolved. 

Trails are being maintained 
and we are mowing steadily to 
keep up with the strong spring 
growth of grass and other vegeta-
tion throughout Sudden Valley.

Administration
Activity Summary
• Updating process for track-

ing ACC submissions and issuing 
responses

• Mid-year review of meeting 
minutes to ensure completeness

• Continued work on new 
SVCA website.

• Finalized plan for implemen-
tation of new phone system

• Planning logistics and com-
munications for the 50th anniver-
sary event

Successes
• Sign ups for the weekly 

eBlasts are at an all-time high and 
the community is giving us posi-
tive feedback for this convenient 
communication channel

Planned Work
• Testing of new website and 

transfer of content.
• Continue screening and in-

terviewing applicants for open 
staff positions.

Accounting
Activity Summary
•  Continued routine work 

to maintain monthly financial 
schedule; delivered April finan-

cials on schedule.
Began 2022 financial audit.

Successes
• Finalized information for the 

2024 Reserve Study

Planned Work
• Preparing materials for 2024 

budgeting process.

Maintenance
Activity Summary
•  Marina dock maintenance 

completed
• Repaired door locks at Rec 

Center & Clubhouse
• Serviced SP-5 
•  Removed water tank from 

OP-24
• Graded Marina parking lot
•  Cleaned exterior of Marina 

office building
•  Trimmed grass around Ma-

rina dry slips
• Mowed SVCA parks
• Painted lines at soccer field
• Trimmed overhead brush at 

Dance Barn 
• Cleared Strawberry Falls 

Trailhead
•  Seasonal road shoulder 

mowing. Gates 1,2, & 5 are com-
plete, now working on the inte-
rior gates 

•  Repaired water spigot out-
side of the Dance Barn parking 
area

• Cleaned road and gate signs
•  Repaired leaky faucet and 

urinal in Hole 7 Golf course bath-
room

• Cleaned graffiti along Lake 
Louise Trail, Marina, AM/PM 
Beach bathrooms, other loca-
tions

• Repaired two stop signs and 
a speed bump sign that were 
damaged 

• Installed handicapped park-
ing signs at Welcome Center

Successes
• Maintenance team members 

are being trained in different ar-
eas, allowing more flexibility in 
job assignments and scheduling 
of tasks. For example, all staff 
members are now capable of run-
ning the road mower and have 
shared this workload.   

Planned Work
• Road shoulder mowing
•  Installation of new gate at 

AM/PM park
• Mow area parks and facilities
• Install swim line boundary at 

Marina
• Install buoys in front of Ma-

rina
•  Trim around Lake Louise 

Trail
•  Maple Leaf park improve-

ments – Adding topsoil to fill 
holes and create access for riding 

mower
•  Repair potholes on gravel 

path in Rec Corridor 
• Repair stall doors in Marina 

bathroom
• Move curb stops at Marina in 

dry slips where boats have moved 
to their proper location

• Clean exterior of Adult Cen-
ter

Recreation
Activity Summary
• Finalized all 2023 Marina wet 

and dry storage rentals
•  Pool opening on Memorial 

Day went very smoothly
• Deployed new pool furniture 

and umbrellas

Successes
• Renewed contract with Bell-

ingham Bay Swim Team for use of 
the pool for practice

Planned Work
• Keep pools and marina run-

ning smoothly
• Prepare for the start of swim 

lessons in July

Golf
Activity Summary
•  Successfully hosted WWU 

outing on June 1st-2nd
• Successfully hosted 60 player 

Golf Club event on June 10th
• Sent updated 1st Assistant 

positing to PGA employment 
consultant

• Ordered Junior Camp hood-
ies and trophies

•  Created Junior Camp infor-
mational email to parents

• Began taking registration for 
Men’s and Ladies Invitational 
events

• Planned 2023 & 2024 capital 
needs

• With help from admin staff, 
created and posted brackets 
for Men’s Club Championship 
events

•  Prepped staff and supplies 
for FootGolf kick off night on June 
11th

•  Hosted member social 
events on June 3rd and June 12th

•  Updated golf outing data 
spreadsheet

• Re-booked WWU outing for 
2024

•  Built electronic tee sheets 
through 2024

Successes
•  June revenue off to an im-

pressive start. Over $18k (22%) 
ahead of last June, month-to-date 
which had been the best June 
revenue in history

Planned Work
•  Promote Ladies Invitational 

All departments focused on running smoothly

See Around the Valley on 9

AROUND THE VALLEY

If you’d like to reserve space for an ad 
or modify an existing ad 

with fun historic photos or memories, 
contact Mitze at mitze@lyndentribune.com.

 Advertising deadline will be July 21st.

50th Anniversary
of the 
Sudden Valley 
Community 
Association

The August edition of the Sudden Valley Views
will be a special commemorative edition 

to celebrate the
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in the Welcome Center, just inside the Gate 2 entrance

Hours: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. for remote assistance (phone or email)
9 a.m. - 4 p.m. for in-person assistance, Monday through Friday 
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DEADLINES

Views The Sudden Valley Views welcomes letters to 
the editor submitted by members of the As-
sociation. Topical submissions of current news 
interest may be accepted up to six times per 
calendar year.
Letters of up to 550 words are allowed.
The editor may edit for style and libel.

SV Views
P.O. Box 153
Lynden, WA 98264
Fax to: (360) 354-4445
Email: bill@lyndentribune.com

SUBMISSIONS POLICY
The deadline for editorial submissions (including letters 
to the editor) for the upcoming issue is the 23rd of each 
month. 
Editorial items may be submitted to: bill@lyndentribune.
com. For advertising information and deadlines, please 
contact Mitze Kester at mitze@lyndentribune.com or call 
360.354.4444.

Submitting letters to the editor
The Sudden Valley Views encourages letters to the editor. 
However, submissions must refrain from attacking individuals 

without providing supporting documentation or a rational and legally 
defensible justification.

Letters should be emailed to bill@lyndentribune.com and should 
not exceed 550 words.

Your letter must include your full name, complete address and tele-
phone number.

Your address and telephone number will not be printed in the 
newspaper, but will be used for verification by newspaper staff.

Neither unsigned letters nor letters containing personal attacks of a 
libelous nature will be published.

The Sudden Valley Views reserves the right to edit or refuse any let-
ter. All columns and letters on the opinion page are the views of the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Sudden Valley 
Views newspaper.

Dog owners growl 
about following 
directions
Editor,

I appreciate SVCA’s June 23 
notification about dog poop and 
abracadabra. On hot days at So-
field Park, owners routinely take 
their dogs off leash the second 
they step onto the grass.

Reminders to leash their dogs 
are met with a growl from the 
owner: “What’s a matter? You 
don’t like dogs?”

Told about the waterfront 
off-leash area a five-minute walk 
away. “My dog doesn’t like to 
play with other dogs.”  Maybe on 
hot, sunny weekends, security 
can check by actually getting out 
of their cars and walking to the 
water.
Gail Chiarello
Sudden Valley

Bike lanes on Lake 
Louise Road 
Editor,

The Sudden Valley Views June 
issue included a letter I wrote 
concerning bike lanes along Lake 
Louise Road and Lake Whatcom 
Boulevard. Several of us also post-
ed on Sudden Valley webpages.

So far in response, 90 people 
have signed a petition respectfully 
requesting that Whatcom County 
leaders consider these bike and 
pedestrian safety improvements 
in their planning efforts.  

Bike use is significantly 
increasing on Lake Louise Road 
and Lake Whatcom Boulevard. In 
places pedestrians must also walk 
on the roadway, particularly when 
the grass is high.

The roads pose many safety 
hazards for bicyclists and pedes-
trians, and frustrations for motor 
vehicle operators, as there are 
blind turns, few or no shoulders, 
and limited opportunities for the 
thousands of vehicles which use 
these roads each day to safely 
pass bicyclists or pedestrians.

Some people have posted 
questions on the webpages or 
contacted me about the peti-
tion effort. Listed below are the 
questions I have heard, and my 
responses: 

• There are wetlands. You 
can’t build there. There are cer-
tainly portions of Lake Whatcom 
Boulevard and portions of Lake 
Louise Road where building a 
bike lane or putting in wide road 
shoulders is not feasible with-
out major construction, such 
as boardwalks. However, along 
portions of Lake Louise Road it is 
feasible.

There is a sewer line that runs 
parallel to the road which the trail 
could be put on top of or shoul-
ders could be put on the road by 
moving the road a bit to the side.

Over time, as grant funds 
become available, there are hun-
dreds of examples of bike trails 
in the U.S. where boardwalks or 
bridges have been developed. I 
was part of an effort which con-
structed a bike lane bridge over 
six lanes of interstate in Spokane. 

• Where does the money come 
from? Federal and state grant 
funds have been available to 
construct bike lanes for over two 
decades. Ironically, Whatcom 
County has never applied for 
these funds.

There are several examples 
of roads in the northern part of 
the county where wide shoulders 
have been placed on roads using 
existing road funds.  

• Wouldn’t this take major con-
struction? Typically, the trail and/

or wider shoulders would be put 
into place in segments over time.  

• One person wrote that 
the major safety concerns for 
bicyclists are on Lake Whatcom 
Boulevard going south from the 
Sudden Valley Shopping Center. I 
couldn’t agree more.

I wrote a letter to county lead-
ership a year ago expressing my 
concerns over this. It seems to me 
it is not feasible to put road shoul-
ders or bike lanes in this area.

• Why haven’t I seen the posters 
you allude to in last month’s letter. 
I went to people in charge of each 
of the bulletin boards in Sudden 
Valley.

Although this is a basic safety 
measure only the library was will-
ing to put up the poster.

Currently, the county is identi-
fying priorities for bike lanes/wid-
er shoulders and Sudden Valley 
needs to “get on the radar screen” 
of the consulting firm which is be-
ing hired to identify multimodal/
shoulder needs.

Sign the petition at ipetitions.
com/petition/lake-louise-road-
bike-lanes.

Anyone with questions may 
email me at fboteler51@gmail.
com.
Frank Boteler
Sudden Valley

CTK: The church I 
know
Editor,

I am a current Sudden Valley 
board director, but I am writing 
this as a member of the com-
munity as my personal views and 
experiences with CTK since the 
church came to Sudden Valley.

I am not a member of the 
church, but sometimes attend 

Sudden Valley’s Candidate Ap-
plication period began July 5 and 
runs through Sept. 5.  You must 
be a member in good standing, 
but otherwise there are no hard 
requirements. The overriding 
qualification for all positions is the 
desire to contribute to our beauti-
ful community.

I know it can be ever so satisfy-
ing to sit around, grousing about 
the flaws and foibles of others — 
be they board members, SVCA 
staff, or our own nearest and dearest. We’re probably 
stuck with the latter, but we can change what’s happen-
ing in the Valley, simply by participating. Be part of the 
change you want to see.

There are three full-term openings on the board; four 
opening on Nominations & Elections (N&E); nine on the 
Architectural Control Committee (ACC). Applications for 
these are available at the Welcome Center or on-line at 
suddenvalley.com and must be received by SVCA no later 
than 4:30 p.m. Sept. 5.

Maybe you’re unsure about throwing your hat in the 
ring. You can apply as an interim committee volunteer 
without making a big commitment. ACC, Finance, and 
the 50th Anniversary Committee all have short-term 
openings which end with the November AGM. Go to sud-
denvalley.com, scroll down the lefthand side of the home 
page, click on Volunteer Opportunities, scroll down again.  
The volunteer application is at the bottom of that page.

Or attend some of the community events planned for 
the summer. Introduce yourself, talk to other members, 
learn their concerns, evaluate what might be your own 
contribution.

The South Whatcom Library will host a free ice cream 
social from 1:30-4:30 p.m. Friday, Aug. 18. SVCA will host 
its 50th Anniversary Gala at the Rec Corridor and Dance 
Barn from 11 a.m. until 8 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 26. Both 
are opportunities to get out and about, meet and mingle. 
N&E will have a table at the gala to answer your election 
questions.

Don’t be shy.

-- Gail Chiarello is Chair of the SVCA Nominations & Elec-
tions committee

Stop complaining, 
start campaigning

Gail Chiarello

See Letters on 6
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18 ROSE RIDGE LOOP
$695,000 • 2,131 SQFT

2 MARIGOLD DR #42
$289,000 • 688 SQFT

PENDING

5 SUNNYSIDE LN
$550,000 • 1,361 SQFT

11 HORSESHOE CIRCLE
$575,000 • 2,145 SQFT

3 CANYON COURT
$70,000 •  6,000 SQFT LOT

39 NORTH POINT DR
$875,000 •  2,658 SQFT

1937 Lake Whatcom Blvd., Bellingham, WA 98229 Call to schedule your
showings today!

SOMMER CRONCK GREG PAUL
360.739.7354

CARMEN
ANDREW

360.393.0767

TRACY
HINOJOSA

360.728.1878

SYDNEY
WEITZEL

206.475.2966

TAYSIA
SEILER

360.223.3648

Branch Manager
360.389.1671

A branch office of RE/MAX Whatcom County. Each office is independently owned and operated.re.max/suddenvalley
360-647-5050  1-888-785-5712

BRAND NEW

93 3 SUNSET CIRCLE
$140,000 • 654 SQFT

25 SPRING RD
$449,000 • 1,144 SQFT

SOLD

1953 LAKE WHATCOM BLVD #4B
$599,000 •  2,400 SQFT

THE RIGHT AGENT CAN LEAD THE WAY

Greg Collins, Owner
Master Electrician

Phone (360) 510-7177
greenheronelect@gmail.com

Contractor LC: GREENHE791PM

Green Heron Elect r ic L  L C
E.V. Chargers Eztc!

For more information go to 
WWW.SUDDENVALLEY.COM
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www.DiscoverSuddenValley.com  
360-739-7354

GREG PAUL
• The Top Producer in Unit Sales in Sudden Valley
• Experienced Negotiation Skills
• Strong Online Presence
• Knowledgeable in the

Amenities, Services,
Regulations & Structure
of Sudden Valley

Great Time to 
Consider a New Home!
- High Energy E�ciency
- Heating & Cooling
- Soaring Ceilings
- New Appliances

  Many New Homes Under Construction  -  Contact Greg Paul For Details!

(360) 223-9297
jmaurer@afncorp.comGregPaul@Remax.net

John Maurer, NMLS 487494 
• Down payment grant up to 3% program 
• USDA zero-down mortgages 
• Renovation loans • New construction
• Reverse mortgages • Sudden Valley resident
• 30+ years lending experience

Letters: The church I know
Continued from 4

services. I have always felt wel-
come and enjoyed the fellowship 
of the congregation.

I find the ministry to be one 
of service that is not limited to its 
congregation, but that reaches 
out throughout the community 
of Sudden Valley.

I hope to share some of 
those activities so that members 
understand how the church 
interacts with the community. 

My initial experience with 
the church was when volunteers 
assisted with installing updated 

playground equipment, of which 
I was one.

To get the Rec Corridor new 
playground equipment installed, 
several members of the church 
including their minister worked 
in the pouring rain to get the 
equipment in place when reps 
from the playground equipment 
were here to direct us.

Although challenging every-
one stayed around until the job 
was done. Outside of weekly 
services the church, over the 
years, has sponsored activities 
for the entire community to 
enjoy. These activities included 

summer outdoor movie nights, 
winter movie nights including 
snacks and treats.

It has also participated in 
Halloween and Christmas activi-
ties for the community such as 
pumpkin carving and a craft 
activity table for the children 
at Breakfast with Santa and the 
Jingle Bell Brunch. 

Most recently, an annual Eas-
ter Egg Hunt was a big success in 
the community.

Flowers were distributed for 
Mother’s Day and root beer floats 
for Father’s Day. All these addi-
tional activities are free of charge 

to anyone who wishes to attend. 
As a lease holder they have 

made improvements to the 
Dance Barn by furnishing and 
painting the Dance Barn walls as 
well as installing a back wall up-
date and skirting of the stage to 
provide a much needed facelift 
to the Dance Barn.

Their rent has helped to 
provide a steady yearly income 
stream for the Dance Barn 
rather than the occasional events 
scheduled there before they 
became a lease holder.

Their presence has in no way 
interfered with the Association 

scheduling other events.
For a while the church of-

fered SVCA the use of their 
sound equipment and staffing 
to facilitate board meetings until 
the Association could get a good 
system installed. 

As to community outreach, 
CTK has aided neighbors in 
need; from anyone needing yard 
clean up, or minor repairs, to 
providing food assistance when 
necessary.

During the COVID-19 
pandemic, the church helped 
coordinate volunteers when the 
school district was bringing meal 
boxes for the students in our 
community.

They have provided gift cards 
to community members in need 
as well as, in the past, providing 
holiday meals at Thanksgiving 
and Christmas.

Members simply need to 
reach out should they need help, 
and every effort will be made to 
see what assistance can be ar-
ranged. 

I view the church as an asset 
to Sudden Valley by the activi-
ties the ministry provides to all 
members of the community.

Opportunities for fellowship 
and friendship and when needed 
a helping hand. 
Linda Bradley
Sudden Valley

Consider inflation. It’s been 
high lately, but even a relatively 
mild inflation rate can erode your 
purchasing power.

So, after you’ve retired, it may 
be desirable to own some invest-
ments with growth potential.

Another threat is excessive 
withdrawals from your invest-
ment portfolio.

You’ll need to find a withdraw-

al rate that reduces the danger of 
outliving your money.

Also, be aware of market vola-
tility. When you’re retired, it’s es-
pecially important to avoid having 
to sell stocks when their price has 
dropped.

To help prevent this, you can 
draw on the cash and short-term 
fixed income investments in your 
portfolio.

And you can protect yourself 
from unexpected expenses, such 
as a major car repair, if you’ve 
built an emergency fund contain-
ing several months’ worth of living 
expenses.

Finally, defend yourself against 
big health care bills by getting the 
best possible coverage from Medi-
care or Medicare Advantage.

And if you still have money left 

from a health savings account, 
you can use it to help pay medical 
costs.

Retirement can be a pleasant 
time in your life — and you’ll en-
joy it more if you’re prepared for 
the challenges that face all retir-
ees. 

-- A Sudden Valley resident, Rhea 
Booth is a financial advisor.

What are your biggest threats to a comfortable retirement?

FINANCIALS
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SATURDAY,
AUGUST 26TH

VOLUNTEERS
WANTED

CARNIVAL GAMES

INFLATABLES

VENDOR BOOTHS

RAFFLE

MUSIC &
ENTERTAINMENT!

Join us for the 50th Anniversary of our Sudden Valley 
Community Association’s incorporation and a 

fun-packed full day of excitement and festivities, 
perfect for the entire family. (8 Barn View Ct)

(8 Barn View Ct)

End the day with a family-friendly 
flick and a retrospective of 

Sudden Valley.

Would you like to help work the 
event and festivities?

Sign up now!

MOVIE NIGHT

7:30A AT A.M. BEACH          Kayak / Canoe / Paddleboard Regatta

11A - 6P 8P - AT THE
RECREATION CORRIDORAT THE

RECREATION
CORRIDOR

ALL DAY in Gate 2

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

J�n us ��

LAKE W
HATCOM

 B
LV

D

MARIG OLD
 DR

M
O

RN
IN

G B
EACH DR

LAKE
LOUISE

LAKE
WHATCOM

AM BEACH

RECREATION
CORRIDOR

BARN VIEW DR

suddenvalley.com/50

SVCA19 7 3

SVCA2 0 2 3

CLIP & REDEEM
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Sponsored by: The BEST Bellingham Homes TeamThe BEST Bellingham Homes Team

(360) 305-3248 • www.bestbellinghamhomes.com
RE/MAX Whatcom County • 1937 Lake Whatcom Blvd, Bellingham

360-527-2334  •  cmillerkw@gmail.com  •  www.hicllc.net

Are you without insurance?
Call to see if you qualify for a special enrollment.

FINANCIALS

July 7 and Aug. 4
Food Truck Fridays 
Food Truck Fridays are the 
first Friday of each sum-
mer month at Pioneer 
Village, next to Star Park in 
Ferndale. Food trucks from 
around Whatcom County 
will sell hot meals starting 
at 5:30 p.m. Also, there will 
be live entertainment on 
the Pioneer Village stage 

for each event starting at 6 
p.m.

July 14
Flicks in the Park 
Flicks in the Park will be 
held Fridays nights June 23, 
June 30 and July 14 in Pio-
neer Village, Ferndale. Grab 
a blanket or chair and join 
us after the sun goes down 
at 9 p.m. Free popcorn and 

soda available. On June 23, 
watch Top Gun: Maverick. 
On June 30, watch Puss in 
Boots: The Last Wish. Fi-
nally, on July 14, watch Back 
to the Future.

July 14-16
Northwest Tune-Up
The Northwest Tune-Up 
festival comes alive this 
summer, July 14–16, in 
Bellingham’s Waterfront 
District. Three-day festival 
passes ($150 for adults, 
$60 for youth) and single-
day tickets ($75 for adult, 
$30 for youth) are on sale 
now. Twilight tickets (entry 
at 7 p.m.) for music-only 
enthusiasts will be on sale 
starting June 26. Tickets 
are free for children 12 and 
under. For more informa-
tion, or to purchase tickets, 
including a limited number 
of VIP tickets and on-site 
VanLife camping passes, 
visit nwtuneup.com.

Aug. 19
Music in the Park 
Music in the Park is Satur-
day, June 10 and Saturday, 
Aug. 19 at Pioneer Village in 
Ferndale. Food trucks will 
be on site and there will be 
kids activities in addition to 
the live music. Doors open 
at 5:30 p.m., music starts at 
6 p.m.
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FootGolf uses a regular soccer ball and is 
kicked into 21” holes on the golf course (shorter distance than golf).

FootGolf will be available beginning June 11th 
on Sunday evenings through Labor Day

Adults $18   •   Juniors $14   •   Discounts for Property Owners!
More info: 360-734-6435   www.suddenvalleygolfcourse.com/-footgolf

FootGolf is back!

FootGolf is fun and easy to play, and a great family activity!

MJD CONSTRUCTION
RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL

LIC #MJOCOCL807BP

SANTIAGO CORREA

360-770-8117
MJDCONSTRUCTION1@HOTMAIL.COM

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING
LANDSCAPING | STONE

TILE INSTALLATION
DRYWALL/TAPING

SIDING | FENCE | ROOFING

Sudden Valley Local!

via eblast
• Final prep for Junior Camp
•  Coordinate and host Men’s 

Club event on June 24th
• Continued budget work

Turf Care
Activity Summary
•  Scheduled golf course con-

ditioning/mowing continues at a 
scheduled pace, keeping up with 
turf growth

• Sand traps are receiving fresh 
top up sand

• Irrigation leak on #12 fairway 
found and repaired

•  Greens verticut and sand 
top-dressed

• Work has begun on cleaning 

up gardens around the clubhouse 
starting with the bank facing #18 
green.

• Replaced defective 3” water 
main valve at #18 pond.

• New seasonal employee on-
boarding well underway.

•  Seeded barn lawn now ac-
tively being watered; should see 
results in the next 7 days.

Successes
• Favorable weather is helping 

us keep up on mowing and main-
tenance operations

•  New hire on board learning 
quickly

Planned Work
• Replacing sod on putting 

greens that did not survive winter

• Continue working gardens 
around clubhouse

• Start garden work around 
#18 pump house

• Extra attention to condition-
ing detail with Ladies Invite and 
club function coming up

Around the Valley
Continued from 3

FINANCIALS
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5100 Pacific Highway Ferndale, WA

360-676-1131

Ethan Tucker                Tree Care
• HAZARD TREE REMOVAL • PRUNING & Care 
  • Climbing Work/Limbing • Tree Felling & Cutting

    • Brush & Invasive Plant Removal • Fire Safety Clearing

WA lic. #602613769  ISA# PN-5447A Lic#ETHANTT907N7

FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed and Insured 

Please Call 360-298-0903
ethantuckertreecare@gmail.com

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

CLEANING WITH CARE BY MICHELE
Residential, Commercial, Apartments

Michele Hurley
360-306-7078 • Cleaningwithcarebymichele@gmail.com

Asphalt Repairs 
•  Project began on Monday, 

June 26, with repairs expected to 
be completed the week of July 24. 
The asphalt work is being com-
pleted by WRS. WRS will be work-
ing Monday thru Thursday each 
week from 8 a.m. until 6 p.m.  

• Asphalt repairs are taking 
place throughout SVCA in all the 
gates. 

• No work will occur the week 
of July 3-6.  SVCA residents should 
expect isolated road closures, and 
delays during this period.  

Culvert C315     
• The project is anticipated to 

start in August and be completed 
this summer by Premium Ser-
vices.

Barn 8 Siding & Covered
Walkway to Barn Replacement

•  The project was submitted 
to Whatcom County for permit 
review on Feb. 7.  It is anticipated 
to go out for bid this summer.  The 
construction period is unknown 
currently due to Whatcom Coun-
ty’s extended permit review time-
line. Construction will either be 
completed this fall after the pool 
closes, or next spring before the 
pool opens.  Construction will not 
occur during the winter due to 
weather conditions.

• Design for replacing the cov-
ered walkway to the barn is on-
going and being submitted as a 
separate project for permit review 
by Whatcom County.

Maintenance Shop Remodel
•  Design is complete and was 

submitted to Whatcom County 
for permit review on Feb. 27.  It 
is anticipated to go out for bid 
this spring/summer.  Construc-
tion will start once permits are 
received from Whatcom County.

Marina Boat Launch Dock
•  SVCA has received a Shore-

lines Permit from Whatcom 
County. 

•  Design was completed, and 
building permit application was 
submitted to Whatcom County 
on March 30. 

•  On May 25, the Board ap-
proved the Boat Launch Dock 
Project to go out to bid, with the 
total project cost estimated at 
$266,820.

Playground ADA Improvements
• Construction will occur late 

summer by Premium Services.  
Equipment is currently being or-
dered, and a construction sched-
ule is forthcoming.  

Golf Austin Creek Repair
• Design and permitting is 

ongoing.  The project requires a 
Shorelines permit in addition to 
others.  With these requirements, 
construction is proposed for 2024.

Cold Spring Drainage Repair
• Design, permitting, and 

construction is anticipated to be 
completed this summer.

2023 Culvert Cleaning
• Cleaning of culverts began 

Feb. 20 and was finished in April. 
•  The inlet and outlet ends of 

culverts were addressed to pro-
vide positive drainage leading to 
and from the culverts. This proj-
ect has been completed.

Ten-Year Capital Roads and 
Drainage Improvement Plan

• Impact Design was the 
awarded engineer for completing 
the 10-year capital improvement 
plan update. 

• Road and drainage evalua-
tion started Feb. 20 and is com-
plete.  Summary reports and rec-
ommendations are anticipated to 
be finalized by August.

Rec Corridor: Tennis Court 
Resurfacing

•  Design and permitting is 
anticipated to be completed this 
summer with construction pro-
posed for September.

Capital Projects updates 

include asphalt repairs, 

covered walkway to barn

Sept. 1-30
Eat Local Month
Participate in a month-long 
celebration of local food and 
of people who grow, raise, 
fish, make and cook it. Meet 
your chef, farmer, fisher and 
grocer and experience the 
unique flavors of the region. 
For more information, email 
annikas@sustainablecon-
nections.org.
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Ads must be 15 words or less. Ad copy must list item price of under $200 as well as contact info. Ad will run free �rst month only.  
Deadline is the 23rd of the month for the following edition. Please email ad copy to: o�ce@suddenvalley.com.

Sudden Valley Swap Meet
FREE classified ads for private party Sudden Valley residents only.

Your FREE ad could be here! 
See above for details.

To place a classified ad, please email 
mitze@lyndentribune.com or call (360) 354-4444.

Deadline: 23rd of each month
Monthly Rates: $15 per column inch

GOOD NEIGHBOR 
GARDENING

July = Summer! Plant, Plant, Plant!
Design/Redesign; Pruning; Clean-Ups;

Curb Appeal and Maintenance For Your Home,
a “For Sale” Home, Second Home, Rental

Check me out on FACEBOOK
Contact Terry 360-671-7369

LAWN MOWING & 
LANDSCAPING

 

  
CALL or TEXT 360-318-5426

Lawn Mowing, Hedge Trimming, 
Tree Trimming, Tree Removal/Limbing, Yard 
Cleanups, Hardscape Work, Excavation Work. 

Year-Round Maintenance Work!

PRESSURE WASHING & 
DUMP RUNS

 

  
360-312-8409

Pressure Washing of Decks, Rock Work, Driveways, 
Roofs, Gutters, Sidewalks, Houses

Dump Runs/Haul Away of Household & Yard Debris
Call now to set up an appointment!

Landscape Clean Ups • Mowing • Pruning • Excavator Work
Weeding • Landscape Installation • Tree Work • Mulch
Gravel • Dirt • Dump Runs • Pressure Washing • More! 

ELITE LANDSCAPE 
& MINI-EXCAVATION LLC

 

 *ELITELM817BB 360-296-4824
www.EliteLandscapeExcavation.com

VACANT LOTS WANTED!
I continually have buyers looking for quality vacant lots
in Sudden Valley. Contact me for a market evaluation.

Greg Paul
360-739-7354
GregPaul@Remax.net

NEW IN BOX Presto 
23 QT Pressure Canner, 
tools, ball quart and pint 
jars, $95. Angela, 805-
368-6535.

• Drywall Repairs • Flood Damage Repairs
• Small Repair Jobs

Licensed & Bonded • Contractor # BELLIH835DF

Call: 360-988-3012

Please 
Recycle

this Paper.

Since 1967 LFS Marine & Outdoor has served the
Pacific Northwest community. Now, with several stores

in Western Washington and Alaska, LFS maintains its roots
in Whatcom County with our flagship store and

corporate office at Squalicum Harbor in Bellingham.
The secret to our 50+ year success story has been
dependable and reliable service through the most

challenging times. We understand that our customers
rely on us to help them navigate a successful boating

and outdoor experience. That is why we’re here for you,
and that is why we’re here to stay.

851 Coho Way, Bellingham, WA
360-734-3336 • 800-426-8860

www.Go2marine.com
“They have so much stuff!! Its a great place for any outdoors
person or even DIY people. 
They have good prices too.”   

- Google Review

Serving Northwest
 

Washington Adventurists
 For Over 50 Years.

Dental
Care
for the

Whole
Family

 Bellingham, WA
(360) 778-3323

SOUND PAINTING COMPANY

Top notch quality & service since 1979
www.soundpaintingcompany.com

FULL SERVICE PAINTING

INTERIORS (Mostly) 

• All/Part Brush/Roll
• Clean application
• Thorough coverage
• Acoustical  “popcorn” ceilings
  painted

Selective EXTERIORS

• Premier products
• Thorough prep
• Thoughtful application
• Lasting durability

SOUND PAINTING COMPANY   -   we always respond to your call!

Terry: (360) 778-3323

(360) 778-3323 • Lic# SOUNDPC033DJ

SV community acronyms
ACC – Architectural Control
Committee
AGM – Annual General Meeting
BOD – Board of Directors
BMP - Best Management Practices
CC&Rs – Covenants, Conditions
& Restrictions
CIP – Capital Improvement Plan
CRRRF – Capital Repair and Re-
placement
Reserve Fund
CTK – Christ the King Church
DNR  - Washington State Depart-
ment of Natural Resources
DOE - Washington State Depart-
ment of Ecology
DRC – Document Review Commit-
tee
EIS - Emergency Information System
FTE – Full Time Employees
GIS - Geographic Information 
System
GM – Sudden Valley’s General
Manager
GMA – Growth Management Act
HOA – Homeowner’s Association
LAMIRD - Limited Areas of More 
Intensive Rural Development
LRPC – Long Range Planning Com-
mittee
LWPG – Lake Whatcom Policy 
Group
LWWSD - Lake Whatcom Water & 
Sewer District
MOU – Memorandum of Under-
standing
MPR – Multi-Purpose Room
N&E – Nominations and Elections
NPDES-  National Pollutant Dis-
charge Elimination System
OPS – Operations
PSE - Puget Sound Energy
PUD – Planned Unit Development
RCW - Revised Code of Washington
REC – Parks & Recreation Depart-
ment
RFP – Request for Proposals
RFQ – Request for Qualifications
ROW - Right-of-Way
SGM – Special General Meeting
SOP – Standard Operating Proce-
dure
SVCA – Sudden Valley Community 
Association
UDR – Undesignated Reserves
WCLS - Whatcom County Library 
System
WCOG - Whatcom Council of Gov-
ernments
WCSO – Whatcom County Sheriff’s 
Office
WDFW - Washington State Depart-

ment of Fish and Wildlife
WTA - Whatcom Transportation 
Authority

WUCIOA – RCW 64.90 – The WA 
Uniform Common Interest Owner-
ship Act 
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360-733-3700

1200 Lakeway Drive, Unit #2 
Bellingham, WA 98229

www.sunmarkproperties.com
email: sunmarkproperties@msn.com 

John Kelleher
Broker

Jackie Ryan
Designated Broker

Vadim Kotsyuba
Broker

Azam Nader
Broker

TRUST YOUR LOCAL SALES OFFICE!

No smoking of any kind, no drugs. Applicants must have good credit. Application fee - $35 single, $45 married.

SUDDEN VALLEY HOUSES & CONDOS
Rental Listings

WE’VE MOVED!
Please visit us at

Build your dream home on this fabulous million dollar view home 
overlooking Drayton Harbor, while also enjoying the views of 
Semiahmoo Resort, White Rock, B.C., and coastal mountains. This 
lot, located in a gated community, has an unobstructed water view 
and abuts a community nature trail. Includes tree survey map. Just 
minutes from the US/Canadian Border. Priced to sell. $299,000

Your chance to own a top floor unit w/unobstructed Bay and Island 
views! Highly desirable Morse Square top-floor condo in the heart 
of downtown Bellingham! Unit features 9’ ceilings & open concept 
floor plan. Kitchen incl. SS appliances, granite countertops & cherry 
cabinetry. Fireplace in living rm. Bright bedroom w/ lg windows, 
walk-in closet & ensuite. Updates throughout incl. fresh paint, 
waterproof laminate flooring, modern bathroom vanity, stackable 
W/D, ceiling fixtures & the list goes on. Low monthly dues incl. 
W/S/G. Secured entry building w/bike storage & underground 
parking garage. $449,000

20 Sparrow Ct. (Gate 2)........................................$109,000
Semiahmoo- 5487 Wood Duck Lp (Bay View Lot).........$299,000

SUDDEN VALLEY VACANT LOTS

Mt Baker Hwy Farm house 3 bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms plus 2-car garage. Rent $2500
2 Bedrooms 2 Baths with carport. Rent $1950 

SOLD

Stress Free Property Management

Let us handle your rental!

- 38 Years Experience 
- Sudden Valley Experts

Call Azam at 360-733-3700

Lacey
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THE SUDDEN VALLEY IS SPONSORED BY:

10% OFF Entire Purchase
With Coupon

One coupon per customer. Coupon cannot be combined with any other discounts.

 (360) 389-5749
www.petstopinfo.net/Petstop-Sudden-Valley

Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 11am-7pm, 
Closed Sunday & Monday

1941 Lake Whatcom Blvd, Bellingham, 98229

Locally Owned Since 1993

SUDDEN VALLEY — Some 
probably haven’t heard the term 
silent key. The key is in reference 
to a telegraph key used to send 
Morse code or CW as it is often 
called. CW stands for continuous 
wave.  

Silent key or SK is a CW proce-
dural sign (prosign). Prosigns are 
two-letter abbreviations to sim-
plify and standardize Morse code 
communications.

In Morse code, SK is used to 
indicate the end of a transmission

 Today, SK is used by ama-
teur radio operators as a sign of 
respect and condolence for de-
ceased amateur radio operators.  

The Sudden Valley Amateur 
Radio Club (SVARC) has been 
active for the past 15-plus years. 
Since then, there have been sev-
eral silent keys.

Sadly, the club had to recently 
conduct a silent key for the club’s 
president Martin (Marty) J. Ly-
nam, who passed suddenly on 
April 29. 

It is not easy to partake in a ra-
dio silent key. The call sign for the 
deceased is called out three times 
with pauses in between waiting 
for a response and, when there is 
no response on the third call, the 
deceased is declared a silent key. 

There is no set protocol: a min-
ute of silence, tributes or just call 
sign check-ins by anyone present 
afterwards. It is basically a memo-
rial service over the radio.  

Marty and his wife Patty Jo 
lived in Sudden Valley for eight 
years They had moved here from 
Texas in 2009.

Marty brought a strong back-
ground in project management, 
and information systems and ap-
plication development. 

These skills were put to great 
use in the many volunteer groups 
Marty joined.

More on that later. 
Marty obtained his amateur ra-

dio technician license and joined 
the SVARC in 2016.  He went on 
to obtain a general license (more 
power and radio bands) in 2017.

Despite moving with Patty Jo 
to the Cordata area in 2017, he 
continued to be an active club 
member. He served in various of-
ficer positions and was currently 
the club president.

Marty provided many train-
ings and exercises that greatly 
enhanced the memberships’ ex-
perience and knowledge base. 
Additionally, Marty was a mem-
ber of the Sudden Valley and Bell-
ingham Community Emergency 

Response Teams (CERT). As an 
instructor, he helped with train-
ings twice a year in Sudden Valley 
and Bellingham. Marty’s enthu-
siasm, comradery, commitment 
and expertise were exceptional.

Marty volunteered with sever-
al other groups in Bellingham and 
Whatcom County. He was the as-
sistant emergency coordinator for 
Whatcom County Amateur Radio 
Emergency Services (ARES) and 
part of the management team for 
the Whatcom County Sheriff’s 
Auxiliary Communication Ser-
vice (WCSO-ACS).

Marty was also a member of 
the steering team for the Volun-
teer Mobilization Center (VMC) 
as the IT/communications man-
ager.

Marty’s wife Patty Jo, who 
passed in 2020, also played a ma-
jor role with the VMC.

It is no surprise that there were 
four radio silent key ceremonies 
for Marty around Bellingham and 
Whatcom County, and a special 
in-person silent key ceremony 
held at Elizabeth Park on May 22. 

There was a large gathering 
and a representative from each of 
the seven groups Marty belonged 
to checked in via radio as their ra-
dio call sign was called and then 
Marty’s call sign, WA7MJL, was 
called three times and declared a 
silent key.  

One of the last SVARC proj-
ects Marty was working on was to 
hold an amateur radio technician 
license course this summer in 
Sudden Valley. Before 2020, two 
courses were offered every year 
in Sudden Valley. This will be the 
first one to be held in Sudden Val-
ley since 2019.

There has been a scramble 
to fill in the gaps but fortunately 
the course will still happen. It is 
scheduled to begin Aug. 24 and 
will meet every Thursday night for 
seven weeks at the Sudden Valley 
Fire station.

There is still room to sign up 
for the course. It is free except for 
purchasing the ARRL study guide 
($15) and a fee for the license 
exam ($15).

For anyone interested, send an 
email to techclass2023@yahoo.
com to receive the course infor-
mation and signup.

The May 22 Silent Key Ceremony at Elizabeth Park in Bellingham. (Photo courtesy Frank 

Procella)

Marty Lynam and the many silent keys




