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SUDDEN VALLEY— What a celebration! Our Sud-
den Valley community came together on Aug. 26 to 
celebrate the 50th anniversary of its incorporation.

It was so wonderful to see so many community 
members, including many young families, our gen-
eral manager, and members of our Board of Direc-
tors.

Community partners including the South What-
com Fire Authority, the South Whatcom Library, the 
Valley Arts Group, and the Whatcom Disc Golf Club 
shared the experience and information with resi-
dents. 

By Jo Anne Jensen
SVCA General Manager

SUDDEN VALLEY — In response to 
a request from the Department of Natu-
ral Resources (DNR), the SVCA Executive 
Committee approved the use of Sudden 
Valley athletic fields and dance barn by a 
firefighting force detailed to contain and 
extinguish the Blue Canyon fire occur-
ring on the north side of Lake Whatcom 
by South Bay Drive at the south end of the 
lake.

More than 100 firefighters camped on 

SVCA’s athletic fields for a week, From Aug. 
29 through Sept. 5, while the dance barn 
was used as an incident command center 
and dining hall for the firefighters.

Mitch Nolze, fire chief of the South 
Whatcom Fire Authority, assured that Sud-
den Valley was never in danger from this 
fire. He also confirmed the fire was under 
command of the Washington State Depart-
ment of Natural Resources.

South Whatcom Fire Authority notified 
people in Lake Whatcom and surrounding 

Board of 
Directors 
considers 
replacement 
options for ice 
barn, marina dock
By Taras McCurdie 
Staff Reporter

SUDDEN VALLEY — At the Aug. 10 
meeting, Sudden Valley Community Asso-
ciation board members discussed placing 
an advisory vote on the Nov. 4 AGM bal-
lot to address options on replacing the Ice 
Barn and Marina Dock. The board also ap-
proved money to be put toward replacing 
more than 50 culverts. 

There are three choices for how the 
board could go about replacing the Ice 
Barn.

Option No. 1, which the board has al-
ready included in its proposed capital 
budget, includes removing the existing 
structure and replacing it with an open-air 
pavilion that does not require a special as-
sessment for funding.

Option No. 2 is removing the existing 
structure and replacing it with an enclosed 
structure that’s paid through a special as-
sessment. The third option is removing the 
existing structure and not replacing it.

One board member brought up the hy-
pothetical about what would happen if 
the community voted one of the options 
that the board did not select as the recom-
mended option. Board President Andrew 

Sudden Valley celebrates 50 years

The Sudden Valley community came together on Aug. 26 to celebrate the 50th anniversary of its incorpora-
tion. (Photos by SVCA)

Sudden Valley serves as command center for firefighting force

Soup lady Cindy Cohen shared this photograph of her crew feeding the 
110 first responders, firefighters, incident command team, and Hotshot 
crews at the Sudden Valley barn, which was being used as an incident 
command Center for the Blue Canyon Fire, across the end of Lake 
Whatcom. The soup ladies provide fresh cooked meals to support first 
responders on the front lines in times of emergencies and disasters.

See Lake Whatcom Fire on 10
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The Weitzel
Home Team had
a wonderful time
at the Sudden
Valley Fair! 

Thank you for
celebrating with us!

We love Sudden
Valley and are

proud to be your #1
real estate team!

S C A N  T O  C H E C K  O U T  
M O R E  P H O T O S

O N  O U R
F A C E B O O K  P A G E !

C O N T A C T :  3 6 0 - 3 1 2 - 5 1 5 1

MJD CONSTRUCTION
RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL

LIC #MJOCOCL807BP

SANTIAGO CORREA

360-770-8117
MJDCONSTRUCTION1@HOTMAIL.COM

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING
LANDSCAPING | STONE

TILE INSTALLATION
DRYWALL/TAPING

SIDING | FENCE | ROOFING

Sudden Valley Local!
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SVCA Board: Considers replacement 
options for ice barn, marina dock

Tischleder reassured that this 
matter is a related to a survey 

question, and the association will 
gain an idea of members’ stances 
with the topic when they submit 
ballots in a few months. 

“If it comes back overwhelm-
ingly that one way or the other 
on any of these that’s not the way 
the board is recommended to 
move forward, I would move the 
board to reevaluate,” Tischleder 
said. “And that’s something the 
next year’s board would have to 
do through the capital budgeting 
process.”

He said if the community 
wanted an enclosed facility, the 
board would have to look at costs 
for that option as well as evalu-
ating what services the board 
would provide with the enclosed 
budling compared to the open-
air option.

The board discussed that de-
sign would begin next year with 

demolition and building follow-
ing. 

On the Marina Wet Slips ad-
visory vote, there are also three 
options. No. 1 is to increase the 
annual wet slip fees an addi-
tional $1,200 to fund a portion of 
the marina docks replacement, 
No. 2 is to place a special assess-
ment on all members to fund the 
replacement and No. 3 is to not 
replace the marina docks when 
they are completely unusable 
anymore.

Treasurer Sonia Voldt said in 
the first option, the docks would 
be partially funded two-thirds 
by the members and one-third 
by the wet slip users. Voldt said 
it’s the association’s obligation to 
maintain, take care and possibly 
replace the existing facilities, but 

See Board on 6

Regatta at AM Beach

FUN was the word of the day for Regatta participants.
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Call or visit 
your local financial advisor today.

 

Rhea E Booth 
Financial Advisor
12 Bellwether Way 
Suite 106 
Bellingham, WA 98225
360-752-9193

%
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%
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6-month 5.30
1-year 5.30

5.253-month

Greg Collins, Owner
Master Electrician

Phone (360) 510-7177
greenheronelect@gmail.com

Contractor LC: GREENHE791PM

Green Heron Elect r ic L  L C
E.V. Chargers Etc!

SVCA’s focus in August was on 
maintaining the pools, marina, 
and trails while preparing for 
and hosting the 50th anniversary 
celebration.

We experienced exceptional 
summer weather, which allowed 
the community to enjoy SVCA 
amenities without interruption 
and in the best conditions.

Administration
Activity Summary
• Managed a very high volume of 
ACC submissions while continu-
ing to adhere to the new processes
• Scheduled the planned imple-
mentation of new phone system
• Began planning computing 
hardware upgrade and transition 
of SVCA network to the cloud
• Supported the 50th anniversary 
event

Successes
• The 50th Anniversary Event 
went smoothly and everyone 
who attended seemed to enjoy 
themselves!

Planned Work
• Continued work on website
• Execution of phone implemen-
tation project

Accounting
Activity Summary
• Continued routine work to 
maintain monthly financial 
schedule; delivered June finan-
cials on schedule
• Continued work on the 2022 
financial audit
• Continued work on annual 
Reserve Study

Successes
• Implemented a mobile POS 
system to support the 50th An-
niversary Celebration

Planned Work
• Finalize budget measure for 
the ballot

Maintenance
Activity Summary
• Logs removed from shoulder of 
Clubhouse Circle
• Cleaned shoulders and parking 
area at Clubhouse (10 yards of 
needles and material removed)
• Parking spaces at the lower golf 
parking lot have been laid out and 
painted; removed extra gravel
• Cleaned and swept the side-
walk/shoulder along Marigold 
Drive
• Cleaned and cleared the storm 
drain located at Gate 1 mailboxes
• Cleared a fallen tree along High-
wood Circle
• Removed lily pads from in front 
of Welcome Center
• Mowed SVCA Parks and Rec 
Areas
• Repaired door lock at Turf Care 
Maintenance shop
• Repaired overflow parking fence 
at AM/PM Park (completed this 
twice, due to vandalism)
• Cleared area around kayak rack 

at Sofield Park
• Removed illicit dumping along 
Sudden Valley Drive and Gate 5 
entrance
• Removed fallen tree from Thun-
der Peak Way
•Repaired siding, window screen, 
door closing mechanisms, and 
bathroom fixtures at Rec Center
• Repaired parking brake on 906 
Loader; Replaced brakes on SP-6
• Installed curb stops and painted 
available dry slip spaces at the 
Marina.
• Re-painted stairs at Clubhouse 
entrance
• Repaired swim line cart at main 
pool
• Cleaned tall barn in preparation 
for new siding project
• Built a stage platform and con-
crete canopy anchors for Valley 
Fair event
• Attended training and re-
programmed automatic door 
lock schedule at Rec Center and 
Adult Pool
• Mowed road shoulders in Gate 5
• Removed household trash from 
Gate 5 entrance, (two additional 
pickups from normal schedule)
• Removed ecology blocks at Rec 
Center
• Removed fencing and trimmed 
new grass area at Rec Center
• Repaired outdoor faucet and 
door lock at Adult Center
• Repaired toilet at Hole 7 bath-
room
• Cleaned tennis courts and sur-
rounding area
• Cleared around main pool fence
• Repaired gravel shoulder on 
Southern Court
• Repaired lock on front door of 
Welcome Center
• Replaced two street signs that 
were damaged
• Cleared debris from SVCA 
shoulders and ditches in interior 
gates (two truckloads)
• Repaired asphalt on Granite 
Circle and Marina Drive with 
cold patch
• Repaired HVAC at Rec Center
• Valley Fair preparation, event 
day support, and cleanup
• Cleaned out Tall Barn for siding 
project

Successes
• A custodian candidate has been 
hired and is currently onboarding

Planned Work
• Start street sign installation 
project. Regulatory signs have 
been delivered
• Start street painting project 

(stop bars, speed bumps)
• Mow area parks and facilities 
(on going)
• Pick up and prepare snow re-
moval UTV
• Trench work in preparation for 
maintenance building remodel
• Maintenance shop remodel 
preparation

Recreation
Activity Summary
• Continued to staff and maintain 
the Main Pool and Quiet Pool
• Kept the Rec Center clean and 
ready to support the high volume 
of summer visitors

Successes
• Welcomed more than 500 new 
swimmers to the SVCA pools 
this year

Planned Work
• Close the pools for the season
• Begin planning fall and winter 
events

Golf
Activity Summary
• Coordinated and hosted a suc-
cessful Bucks & Does tournament 
for members
• Attended SVCA BOD meet-
ing regarding 2024 operations 
budget
• Completed preparation for and 
hosted Men’s Invitational
• Re-booked BIAWC golf outing 
for July, 2024
• Coordinated the movement 
of Bellingham Amateur tourna-
ment to the end of September and 
sent out informational e-blast
• Coordinated course set up for 
Men’s Invitational
• Sent email out promoting Bell-
ingham Amateur tournament
• Hosted Ladies Club Champi-
onship
• Booked several small (12-20 
players) outings for September
• Prepared for and hosted the 
Aslan Brewery golf outing
• Assisted Golf Club distribution 
of September newsletter
• Began planning for 2023-24 
Winter Series.
• Planning for 2024 golf season
• Updated outing tracking spread-
sheet
• Prepared fall staffing plan

Successes
• High demand and record rev-
enue continues
• August revenue continued to 
exceed expectations

Planned Work
• Host Men’s Invitational
• Seek a sponsor for Bellingham 
Amateur
• Determine formats and sched-
ule for 2023-24 Winter Series
• Continue to promote Belling-
ham Amateur
• Find new title sponsor for Winter 
Series
• Coordinate and prepare for 
September outings

Turf Care
Activity Summary
• Scheduled golf course condi-
tioning/mowing continues at a 
scheduled pace, keeping up with 
turf growth.
• Prepared for the Club Invita-
tional event, including: lowering 
the height of cut on the greens;  
double cutting, and double roll-
ing the greens to increase ball roll 
to 11-12’; limiting the amount 
of water that the entire course 
receives to improve ball roll
• Cleaned up gardens surround-
ing the clubhouse; now working 
on the perimeter landscaping 
areas
• Finally repaired the trouble-
some irrigation leak on #15 
fairway
• Met with concerned Condo-
minium board President regard-

ing Lake Louise water elevation 
and excessive lily pad growth
• Assistant Turfcare Superinten-
dent passed his WSDA Pesticide 
applicators examination
• Fresh topping of new sand 
applied to all 44 sand traps 
throughout the course
• Putting greens light topdressing 
with sand completed improving 
ball roll
• Replaced broken bridge deck 
board on Driving Range bridge
• Training two new part-time 
turfcare members on various 
aspects of maintenance

Successes
• Favorable weather is helping us 
keep up on mowing and main-
tenance operations
• Invitational event course con-
ditioning went very well. We con-
tinue to receive comments from 
members and outside guests on 
how good the conditions are at 
Sudden Valley versus other clubs
• New hires are on boarding 
quickly

Planned Work
• Weed control at old Rotunda 
site
• Planning shift to Fall cultural 
practices: Tee box and greens 
aerating

AROUND THE VALLEY

Celebration plans, maintenance in August
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DEADLINES

Views The Sudden Valley Views welcomes letters to 
the editor submitted by members of the As-
sociation. Topical submissions of current news 
interest may be accepted up to six times per 
calendar year.
Letters of up to 550 words are allowed.
The editor may edit for style and libel.

SV Views
P.O. Box 153
Lynden, WA 98264
Fax to: (360) 354-4445
Email: bill@lyndentribune.com

SUBMISSIONS POLICY
The deadline for editorial submissions (including letters 
to the editor) for the upcoming issue is the 23rd of each 
month. 
Editorial items may be submitted to: bill@lyndentribune.
com. For advertising information and deadlines, please 
contact Mitze Kester at mitze@lyndentribune.com or call 
360.354.4444.

Submitting letters to the editor
The Sudden Valley Views encourages letters to the editor. 
However, submissions must refrain from attacking individuals 

without providing supporting documentation or a rational and 
legally defensible justification.

Letters should be emailed to bill@lyndentribune.com and 
should not exceed 550 words.

Your letter must include your full name, complete address 
and telephone number.

Your address and telephone number will not be printed in the 
newspaper, but will be used for verification by newspaper staff.

Neither unsigned letters nor letters containing personal at-
tacks of a libelous nature will be published.

The Sudden Valley Views reserves the right to edit or refuse 
any letter. All columns and letters on the opinion page are the 
views of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of 
the Sudden Valley Views newspaper.

South Whatcom 
library an asset
Editor,

Our South Whatcom Library 
is an asset. As the daughter of 
a librarian, I can’t imagine any 
community thriving without a 
library. Our library team provides 
exceptional children’s programs, 
monthly free craft projects, and a 
story hour. Many of my younger 
friends tell me how their children 
can’t wait to go to the library.

Often, when I’ve been by the 
check-out desk, a parent with two 
or three children has a stack of 
kids’ books waiting for check out, 
each book individually chosen by 
one of the youngsters. 

Our librarians schedule 
educational programs for older 
patrons, i.e., how to prepare 
paperwork for end-of-life, a 
dreamcatcher class, paper mak-
ing, a recent film screening event 
about intelligent trees, a wildlife 
photography presentation, and 
a bird identification field trip 
around Sudden Valley.

Library members can order 
books, including those through 
interlibrary loan, on the What-
com County Library website and 
pick them up right here in Sud-
den Valley, saving a trip to town 
(important for those who are 
unable to drive.)

In addition to books, our 
community library offers a wide 
variety of DVD movies and music 
on CDs. 

South Whatcom Library 

provides computers that patrons 
can use free of charge – a perfect 
solution for those without a 
home computer or others when 
their computer decides it no 
longer wants to work. I used their 
computers while renewing my 
aerobic instructor’s license be-
cause our computer ran too slow. 

During the pandemic, our 
community library provided 
free COVID-19 tests and kept 
their doors open by setting up a 
table where people could pick 
up books right outside the door. 
They truly went the extra mile.

Each employee at our library 
is willing to help locate a book, 
no matter how long it takes, and 
they always do it with a smile.

We can’t afford to lose this as-
set to our community.  
Alicia (Lish) Jamtaas
Sudden Valley

Bicycle safety 
more important 
than lane
construction

Editor,
In the June Views there was 

a letter titled, “Want to see bike 
lanes constructed along Lake 
Louise Boulevard?” In response 
to that proposal to bike lanes on 
Lake Louise Road, the author has 
got to be kidding. The cost alone 
would take funds from fixing 
Lake Louise Road. Motorists are 
driving on city and county roads 

that are in horrible disrepair as 
we pay record high gas prices 
and gas tax.

For too long we have watched 
our city street be given away to 
bicyclists who ride in all direc-
tions, without any lighting at 
night, on or off the sidewalks, and 
following no rules of the road.

Lake Louise Road is just one of 
many roads that should not have 
bicycles ridden on it. It is unsafe 
for bicycles and for motorists.

I believe before any more traf-
fic changes are made for bikes, 
we should enact a bill making 
bicyclists get the same endorse-
ment as a motorcyclist, follow 
the same rules of the road, and 
purchase an operator’s license 
and purchase tabs for their bike.

Bicycle safety and consistent 
use of them is more important 
than lane construction.
Michael Wadsworth
Sudden Valley

Personal bias
Editor,

In response to the letter to the 
editor in the June Views titled 
“Separation of Church and HOA,” 
the author wrote as if for the 
whole community. Too often the 
slimmest segment of society and 
community tries to speak for the 
larger segment of the commu-
nity. I believe that most residents 
in our community looked for and 
appreciated the fact that there 
are schools, libraries, community 
activities, and a church where 
they chose to live. They wanted 

a place that is safe to raise their 
families or conduct their busi-
ness.

I sat on the board for five 
months this year and watched 
the budget and monthly financial 
reports and don’t believe any of 
the funds held by our association 
are budgeted to Christ The King 
Church.

I believe CTK has provided 
structure, peace and spiri-
tual care into this community. I 
believe CTK has paid what was 
asked of them from the associa-
tion gladly and has cooperated 
with the management in all the 
contractual agreements.

It is not discriminatory to not 
hire someone who isn’t of the 
same mindset or doesn’t have 
the same mission statement as 
the employer. Every company 
has its outlook, position, or focus 
for success and if someone can’t 
meet those requirements they 
don’t get hired.

I don’t believe the letter’s 
author claims were fact but just 
personal bias. For the most part, 
I have seen a favorable response 
by our community, they appreci-
ate CTK handling the Easter egg 
hunt, being involved in the com-
munity activities, and supporting 
the community. I don’t see any 
harm in their presence when a 
family needs spiritual guidance 
in times of distress. I don’t see 
their presence being used as a 
recruiting ground any more than 
public schools and colleges in 
shaping individual beliefs.
Michael Wadsworth
Sudden Valley

LETTERS

Submitting 
articles of 
interest

SVCA members are 
encouraged to submit ar-
ticles of interest for inclu-
sion in the Views. Member 
submitted articles should 
focus on areas of interest 
to the Sudden Valley com-
munity.

Opinions, complaints, 
and politicking belong in 
the Letters to the Editor, 
and will not run as a mem-
ber feature article.

Articles promoting 
a vendor’s services, or 
advertisements disguised 
as articles, will not be ac-
cepted. The Views has a 
separate mechanism for 
advertising a business, and 
that is where such infor-
mation should be kept.

However, to provide 
fair and equal access, 
consecutive submissions 
by a member will not be 
permitted.

In other words, mem-
bers who have already had 
an article published may 
not submit an article for 
the following issue.
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17 INLET CIRCLE
$1,175,000 • 2,919 SQFT

5962 JENJAR AVE
$668,000 • 2,066 SQFT

PENDING

1 LAKE LOUISE DR #35
$389,900 • 1,120 SQFT

325 SUDDEN VALLEY DR
$59,900,000 • 7,810 SQFT LOT

21 HAWKS HILL PL
$1,125,000 • 3,333 SQFT LOT

 

15 FAIRWAY LN
$500,000 •  1,866 SQFT

1937 Lake Whatcom Blvd., Bellingham, WA 98229 Call to schedule your
showings today!

SOMMER CRONCK GREG PAUL
360.739.7354

CARMEN
ANDREW

360.393.0767

TRACY
HINOJOSA

360.728.1878

SYDNEY
WEITZEL

206.475.2966

TAYSIA
SEILER

360.223.3648

Branch Manager
360.389.1671

A branch office of RE/MAX Whatcom County. Each office is independently owned and operated.re.max/suddenvalley
360-647-5050  1-888-785-5712

82 GRAND VIEW LN
$375,000 • 1,760 SQFT

 

1 SUMMER BELL LANE
$456,900 • 1,232 SQFT

SOLD

1953 LAKE WHATCOM BLVD #4B
$522,495 •  2,400 SQFT

THE RIGHT AGENT CAN LEAD THE WAY

PENDING

PENDING

NEW PRICE
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A little time to give?  How about volunteering to 
help with single activity such as: 

• A children's activity at a single event • Set up or parking for a single event
• Distributing fliers or posters for an event 

• Serving as an overseer at a book fair
• Baking some goodies for a single event 

• Posting activities/events on our online calendar

 A little more time to give? How about volunteering for:  
• A committee • Or to be a board member

You can define the level of  your involvement and even time share 
with another member!

Interested 

in FLEXIBLE

VOLUNTEER 

opportunities that support 

your local library?

Become a Friend of  the 

South Whatcom Library! 

Go to swlfriends.org

We hope you will consider offering a manageable 
portion of  your valuable time to help the Friends 
support the amazing array of  services 
provided by our library. 

Check out our website’s volunteer tab 
for a list of  opportunities for service and 
decide how you would like to spend your time.
 

GetWild@WildFISHwives.com • (360) 303-0240 

WILD 
SEAFOOD

Sale Dates: 
Saturdays, 10/7 & 11/14

10:00AM-4:00PM
Or text for alternative pickup

Gate 1, 73 Windward Drive

FINANCIALS

Continued from 2

Board: Considers replacement options

See SVCA on 7

if members want more done and 
are willing to fund the money, 
they need to speak up.

In unanimous decisions, the 
board approved to allocate nearly 
$37,000 from the Roads Reserve 
to be put toward design and 

permitting of the 2024 Road and 
Drainage project. In a letter to the 
association from PNW Services, 
Inc., work includes, preparing 
drawings and permit application 
for replacement of 48 culverts 
and preparing drawings and per-
mit applications for asphalt re-
pairs to Deer Run Lane.

Tischleder said getting Deer 
Run and the many culverts de-
signed and permitted this year is 
important so the association can 
send out construction bids and 
get good prices on asphalt.

The board also approved the 
allocation of nearly $110,000 for 
the 2023 Culvert Replacement 
Project, which would replace 10 
culverts. 

 “With the available funds at 
$109,712.47 some of the culverts 
proposed for 2023 will not be able 
to be completed based on the 
above budget. PNW recommends 
the board approve the available 
funds for this project to move for-

ward, and then culvert locations 
will be completed by order of 
priority with the funds available. 
Culvert locations not completed 
this year would be added to the 
2024 Road & Drainage Project,” 
Tyler Andrews, president of PNW 
Services, wrote in a letter to the 
association. 

Each culvert in the 2023 
project will cost approximately 
$10,000-$15,000 depending on 
material, diameter and length, 
and the budget ranges between 
$100,000-$150,000. For the 48 
culverts listed under the 2024 
Culvert Projects, each will cost 
the same amount of money, but 
the budget range is between 
$490,000-$735,000 total.

“Should all culvert and road-
way projects we have recom-
mended for the 2024 construc-
tion season be completed, we 
estimate the total costs to be in 
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Real Estate Professionals

Skye Luke
Asset Advisor

Estate Sales, Move Outs, 
Garbage Collection, Property Clean Ups, 
Vehicle Removal

LukerativeJR@gmail.com“Rain, Snow or Shine Weʼre on the Grind”

360.812.0911
JUNK REMOVAL
UKERATIVEL

FINANCIALS

Continued from 6

SVCA: Discusses ice barn, marina dock

the $670,000-$960,000 range. The 
cost estimate per culvert replace-
ment and cost per square foot of 
asphalt overlay is based on local 
historical data alone and no en-
gineered design has been done,” 
Scott Goodall, president of Im-
pact Design, wrote in a letter to 
the association.

“Prior to construction, an 
engineering analysis and civil/
stormwater engineering drawings 
should be completed,” Goodall 
wrote. “Based on this analysis, 
a yearly budget of $900,000 to 
$1,000,000 appears to be ade-
quate to catch up with and main-
tain SVCA’s infrastructure for the 

next three to five years.”

Candidate
applications accepted

At the Sept. 5 Special N&A 
meeting, several members’ ap-
plications to serve on the Board, 
Architectural Control Commit-
tee and Nominations & Elections 
were accepted. For the Novem-
ber AGM elections, the following 
names will appear on the ballots. 

Board of Directors: Laurie Mi-
chelle Robinson, Keith McLean, 
Joshua Bowens, Tom Redd and 
Mary Stidham.

ACC: Pat Zwolenski and Jo 
Jean Kos.

Nominations & Elections: Rob 
Gibbs.

Two candidate forums will 
take place in October with dates 
to be determined based on can-
didate availability. 

As election day approaches, 
voters are encouraged to submit 
topics they would like candidates 
to discuss as they compete for 
votes. Send them to BODChiarel-
lo@suddenvalley.com.
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www.DiscoverSuddenValley.com  
360-739-7354

GREG PAUL
• The Top Producer in Unit Sales in Sudden Valley
• Experienced Negotiation Skills
• Strong Online Presence
• Knowledgeable in the

Amenities, Services,
Regulations & Structure
of Sudden Valley

Great Time to 
Consider a New Home!
- High Energy E�ciency
- Heating & Cooling
- Soaring Ceilings
- New Appliances

  Many New Homes Under Construction  -  Contact Greg Paul For Details!

(360) 223-9297
jmaurer@afncorp.comGregPaul@Remax.net

John Maurer, NMLS 487494 
• Down payment grant up to 3% program 
• USDA zero-down mortgages 
• Renovation loans • New construction
• Reverse mortgages • Sudden Valley resident
• 30+ years lending experience

360-527-2334  •  cmillerkw@gmail.com  •  www.hicllc.net

Medicare Open Enrollment begins Oct. 15!
New Whatcom County Plans available

FINANCIALS

By Gail Chiarello
Chair, Nominations & Elections

When it comes to Sudden Val-
ley Community Association elec-
tions, there are two categories of 

membership in the Valley.
Members in good standing are 

current with all their financial 
obligations to the Valley, primar-
ily — but not exclusively — their 
homeowner dues.  

Members not in good standing 
are delinquent in their financial 
obligations. Usually these are 
unpaid homeowner dues, but 
can include some overlooked 
small charges, such as a late pay-
ment penalty, an unpaid kayak 
rental fee.  

Members in good standing can 
vote the entire ballot, for candi-
dates for the board, Architectural 
Control Committee, and Nomina-
tions & Elections, as well as the 
proposed budget, bylaws changes 
or other issues requiring a vote of 
the membership.  

Members not in good stand-
ing are limited to voting solely 
for or against the budget. They 
cannot vote for board, ACC, or 
N&E candidates nor on any of the 
other issues.

Don’t wait until ballots are 
mailed at the end of September if 
you have any doubts about your 
standing. Call administration at 
360-734-6430 for assistance.

Be sure your vote counts



September 2023 | Page 9Sudden Valley Views

Sudden Valley Golf Club

All Annual

Memberships

discounted

by 30% as of

July 1, 2023

Sudden Valley Golf Club
Golf Program Information

360-734-6435 
or Toll Free 855-506-2219    

 www.suddenvalleygolfcourse.com

  Full Member Privileges
• Unlimited Golf • Unlimited Range Balls • Preferred Tee Times • 
• Handicap Service • Locker Service • Golf Tournaments • 
• Limited Reciprocal Privileges at Area Private Clubs • 
• Golf Shop Discount • Social Events •

Full Membership Rates
Property Owners Annual Monthly Non-Property Owners Annual Monthly
Single $2,100 $175 Single $2,310 $195
Couple $3,150 $265 Couple $3,465 $290
Family of 3+ $3,360 $280 Family of 3+ $3,700 $310
Young Family (children 15 or younger)   Young Family (children 15 or younger) 
After Noon Play $1,470 $125 After Noon Play $1,625 $140
Senior Limited (62 & up, M-F) $1,525 $130 Senior Limited (62 & up, M-F) $1,675 $145
Intermediate (Ages 18 - 28) $1,050 $90 Intermediate (Ages 18 - 28) $1,150 $100
Junior (17 and Younger) $300 $30 Junior (17 and Younger) $350 $35

Associate Membership: Associate members receive three complimentary rounds of golf, 50% off 
all green fees, 50% off range balls, handicap service, a locker, preferred tee times, and may play in all 
Golf Club tournaments and participate in all social events. Cost: $500 / year  -  $45 / mo.

Social Membership: Social members receive two complimentary rounds of golf, 25% off all green fees, 
a locker, preferred tee times and may play in all Golf Club tournaments and participate in all social events. 
Cost: $135 / year ($145 / year with GHIN Handicap Service)

2023 Memberships Are On Sale Now!2023 Memberships Are On Sale Now!2023 Memberships Are On Sale Now!2023 Memberships Are On Sale Now!

Contact Mitze for details
360.354.4444

mitze@lyndentribune.com

With thousands of readers picking 
up a copy every month, don’t miss 
out on this opportunity for new 

customers to find you.  

Want to see what 
Advertising in the Views 
can do for your business?

Deadline for the 
October edition will be 

Friday, September 22nd

FINANCIALS

By Lee Langdon
Valley Arts Group

SUDDEN VAL-
LEY — If you sit, 
like I do, once a 
week with the stitch 
group in the Barn, 
every Monday af-
ternoon, you can 
watch families upon 
families going to the 
pool. It’s been such a great sum-
mer.

Many inquisitive kids ask 
about the art on the wall as they 
walk to the desk. And I get to see 
their reactions: joy, curiosity, in-
terest. Moms and dads answer 
the questions as best they can. 
Adults stroll by too, often stop-
ping to enjoy the art. Others enjoy 
the art near El Agave. How does 
the art get there, you ask.

The Valley Arts Group meets 
quarterly to share members’ art, 
and to exhibit the work of the fea-
tured artists.

The next meeting is at 10 a.m. 
Oct. 14. Everyone is welcome to 
attend, observe and join. This 
quarter’s Featured Artist near El 
Agave, is Vicki Tenpas. 

By way 
of Minne-
sota first 
and then 
C a l i f o r -
nia, Ten-
pas came 
to Wash-
ington in 
2018.

“As a 
young kid, 

I loved to color and work with 
clay, but never thought I could 
be an artist,” she said. “Mostly, I 
looked at others and envied their 
talent.

“During my school years, I 
would doodle during lectures 
and later through business meet-
ings unless I was chairing them. 
Outside of school or work, most 
of my creative life was sewing 
clothes for myself, my kids, and 
others.”

“After retirement, an old friend 
introduced me to paper arts. I 
started making custom cards: 
greeting, birthday and Christmas 
with watercolor and alcohol inks.”

“When I came to Sudden Val-
ley to eventually marry an old 
high school friend, new friends 

urged me to get into painting 
and to join the Valley Arts Group. 
I have learned so many things 
about art since I have been here, 
and l am learning every day.”

“Painting is such a wonderful 
and satisfying pastime. It’s been 
wonderful.”

There will be a reception for 
the artists from 4-6 p.m. Oct. 21. 

Next month’s issue will intro-
duce the Barn’s featured artist, 
Kolleen Mitchell.

For more info about the Valley 
Arts Group, to buy a calendar, or 
contact and artist, visit valleyarts-
group.org. Yachats, Oregon; Magnolias. Art by Vicki Tenpas.

Swimmers love art
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Dental
Care
for the

Whole
Family

5100 Pacific Highway Ferndale, WA

360-676-1131

Directors also review 
capital repair and 
replacement reserve, 
road projects
By Taras McCurdie 
Staff Reporter

SUDDEN VALLEY — The board of di-
rectors for the Sudden Valley Community 
Association (SVCA) reviewed the 2024 
capital budget at the July 27 meeting. Top-
ics discussed included both capital repair 
and replacement reserve (CRRRF) and 
road projects. Once the board approves 
the budget, SVCA members will vote on 
whether they would like to see the projects 
put into action. 

One of the higher-costing projects on 
the budget is replacing the marina launch 
dock. According to the presentation slide-
show, a building permit application was 
submitted late March, and the design is 
complete. To confirm no additional design 
changes are needed, bids will not go out 
until the permits are received, and the total 
cost for the project is $266,820. 

The final cost for remodeling Barn 8 has 
not yet been finalized, but it’s estimated 
to be approximately $800,000. With con-
struction not set to begin until April 2024 
because of the county’s extended permit 
review times as well as difficult winter 

weather conditions, a permit application 
was submitted early February and bids will 
go out this summer.

Designs for replacing the covered 
bridge entrance and HVAC system have 
also been completed and awaiting approv-
al from Whatcom County.      

Remodeling the Area Z maintenance 
facility will cost $254,657. The SVCA sent 
the county the design and permit appli-
cation in late February, and a bid will go 
out sometime this summer. Construction 
is expected to start this fall, and it will be 
completed in about four to five months.

Also beginning in the fall are the play-
ground ADA improvements at both play-
grounds. With equipment arriving near the 
end of August, the project costs $107,867 
and will be done in September.

Resurfacing the tennis court and re-
placing the fence will take place next June. 
The bid was submitted, but no contractors 
were able to complete it this year. A bid will 
be sent out again this winter, and the es-
timated cost is $189,500. Costing $59,475, 
refurbishing the Area Z Tall Barn will begin 
mid-August and end late August or early 
September. Repairing Austin Creek, which 
will cost $32,571, is expected to begin 
sometime in 2024.

For $44,981, a contract has been signed 
and parts have been ordered for replacing 
the irrigation system pump controller, set 
to start once equipment arrives.  

SVCA hires Tyler Andrews, owner of 
construction company PNW Services, to 
be its construction and project manager. 

Andrews said Barn 6, a 13,000-square foot 
building, was built in the 1970s, and there 
were two evaluations done on the barn’s 
structure. In 2013, Architectural Investi-
gative Reports and Opinions identified 
several items needing repair, but Andrews 
said SVCA didn’t appear to make many 
changes, if not any at all.

In 2014, Andrews said Kingworks Struc-
tural Engineers evaluated that the building 
had 18 of 100 posts that had rot as well as a 
leaky roof that needed replacing. Andrews 
said SVCA decided to not do any repairs 
but rather let it deteriorate.

Because of the numerous construction 
codes required for the building, Kingworks 
and Carletti Architects reported it would 
cost more to dismantle the barn, make im-
provements and put it back together rather 
than to just tear the whole thing down and 
build a new structure. 

Andrews said SVCA has understood 
this evaluation and has created two layout 
concepts with the goal of keeping the same 
appearance of the existing structure. One 
option is to construct an enclosed build-
ing, and this would include a new founda-
tion, a large open space that’s as long as a 
basketball court, multiple roll-up doors to 
allow for open-air atmosphere and other 
additions. The second layout includes 
building an open-air structure.

However, the first layout concept would 
be more expensive of the two options, 
costing $2.2 million according to Carletti. 
The second concept would cost around 
$900,000. Currently, taking down the ex-

isting barn is estimated to cost around 
$200,000. 

Tyler said both concepts allow for SVCA 
to build additions to the structure in the fu-
ture as well as meeting the goal of main-
taining the same footprint of the existing 
barn.

Regarding road projects, the 2023 Cul-
vert Cleaning task began in February and 
ended in April, and it cost $452,117. Project 
Culvert C-315 will take place mid-August 
and be finished near the end of September. 
This is the most expensive task coming in 
at $481,615. If permits are received in time, 
repairing Cold Spring Drainage will begin 
in September, or it will start next summer 
when Lake Whatcom Watershed reopens.

Replacing street signs ($31,084), repair-
ing a pothole (around $35,000) and street 
asphalt ($295,735) and other tasks will also 
take place this year.  

Ferndale engineering service Impact 
Design wrote in a memo that they estimate 
total costs to be in the $670,000-$970,000 
range and that a yearly budget of $900,000 
to $1,000,000 is sufficient to make SVCA’s 
infrastructure last for the next few years.

As costly as these projects are, Andrew 
Tischleder said that since becoming SV-
CA’s president four years ago, the CRRRF 
and road project financial numbers have 
gone from being in the red to now being in 
a good spot to where the association is able 
to make plans to improve the area.

-- Contact Taras McCurdie at taras@lyn-
dentribune.com.

Sudden Valley board considers new marina launch dock
JULY SVCA BOARD MEETING COVERAGE

Lake Whatcom Fire: Sudden Valley serves as command center
Continued from 1 areas to expect to see a consis- tent presence of firefighting air-

craft overhead, asking the pub-
lic to “not be alarmed, as these 
specialized aircraft have been 
ordered to assist in firefighting 
efforts due to difficult terrain 
making the fire hard to fight 
from the ground.”

“DNR is coordinating with the 
Whatcom County Sheriff’s Of-
fice Division of Emergency Man-
agement (Whatcom Ready) and 
others to provide information 
and acquire the right resources 
for this type of fire,” South What-
com Fire Authority stated.

Logistics Section Chief Pat 
Kern shared his thanks before 
leaving Sudden Valley.

“This has been one of the 
best work environments in my 
fire career that I’ve had in a very 
long time,” Kern said. “It’s all be-
cause of full cooperation of all 
involved.”

“It’s all because of full coop-
eration of all involved,” Kern 
wrote.

Sudden Valley would like to 
thank Kern, as well as the first 
responders and the Hot Shots, 
Rich Elliot Section Chief, the 
WA State Dept. of Natural Re-
sources (DNR), and its Assistant 
Region Manager, Kevin Killian, 
the South Whatcom Fire Author-
ity, Chief Nolze, the Whatcom 
County Sheriff’s Office, Division 
of Emergency Management, and 
so many others. Your experi-
ence, expertise, and honed re-
sponse plans were evident and 
reassuring to all in Sudden Val-
ley.

Summary of incident report
The Lake Whatcom Fire 

started on Aug. 28, at 5:55 p.m. 
from a lightning strike. The fire 
was about five acres by the time 
initial crews arrived. Due to the 
steep terrain and limited access 
to the area, initial attack was 
done with a helicopter to apply 
water to areas that ground crews 
could not safely reach.

Southeast Washington Inter-
agency Incident Management 
Team 3 took control of the fire at 
6 a.m. Aug. 30.

Over several days, firefighters 
continued to work the perimeter 
of the fire.

There was an infrared flight 
over the fire. Crews checked and 
worked areas identified on the 
flight data.

There were a couple of areas 
that the helicopter was called in 
for water drops due to inacces-
sible terrain.

Mop up was completed 50 
feet into the perimeter where 
it was safe to do so. Firefighters 
gridded outside the perimeter 
looking for hidden hot spots that 
could pop up later.

Firefighters checked contain-
ment lines to insure they were 
holding.

The perimeter continued to 
be worked, mitigating any haz-
ards that may show up.

Aircraft water drops were 
ceased, and, on Sept. 3, the inci-
dent was turned back over to the 
local DNR Unit with a type 4 IC 
and a few resources.

Steep terrain and wet slopes 
created working hazards for the 
crews. The thick tree growth with 
large mature trees and areas of 
dense fuel, along with the damp 
ground, created safety issues 
with large trees and rocks slid-
ing down the hillside down to 
the lake. 

The Whatcom County Emer-
gency Management posted 
evacuations and road closures 
for Blue Canyon residents.

Lake Whatcom was closed 
temporarily to clear a path for 
the aircraft water drops and oth-
er firefighting efforts.

The public has been asked to 
stay clear of the shoreline around 
the fire area, as falling debris has 
slid down to the shore.

Blue Canyon Road is still 
closed so fire apparatus can 
safely get back and forth.
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Ads must be 15 words or less. Ad copy must list item price of under $200 as well as contact info. Ad will run free �rst month only.  
Deadline is the 23rd of the month for the following edition. Please email ad copy to: o�ce@suddenvalley.com.

Sudden Valley Swap Meet
FREE classified ads for private party Sudden Valley residents only.

Your FREE ad could be here! 
See above for details.

To place a classified ad, please email 
mitze@lyndentribune.com or call (360) 354-4444.

Deadline: 23rd of each month
Monthly Rates: $15 per column inch

GOOD NEIGHBOR 
GARDENING

September = A Great Month to Plant!
Design/Redesign; Pruning; Clean-Ups;

Curb Appeal and Maintenance For Your Home,
a “For Sale” Home, Second Home, Rental

Check me out on FACEBOOK
Contact Terry 360-671-7369

LAWN MOWING & 
LANDSCAPING

 

  
CALL or TEXT 360-318-5426

Lawn Mowing, Hedge Trimming, 
Tree Trimming, Tree Removal/Limbing, Yard 
Cleanups, Hardscape Work, Excavation Work. 

Year-Round Maintenance Work!

PRESSURE WASHING & 
DUMP RUNS

 

  
360-312-8409

Pressure Washing of Decks, Rock Work, Driveways, 
Roofs, Gutters, Sidewalks, Houses

Dump Runs/Haul Away of Household & Yard Debris
Call now to set up an appointment!

Landscape Clean Ups • Mowing • Pruning • Excavator Work
Weeding • Landscape Installation • Tree Work • Mulch
Gravel • Dirt • Dump Runs • Pressure Washing • More! 

ELITE LANDSCAPE 
& MINI-EXCAVATION LLC

 

 *ELITELM817BB 360-296-4824
www.EliteLandscapeExcavation.com

VACANT LOTS WANTED!
I continually have buyers looking for quality vacant lots
in Sudden Valley. Contact me for a market evaluation.

Greg Paul
360-739-7354
GregPaul@Remax.net

NEW IN BOX Presto 
23 QT Pressure Canner, 
tools, ball quart and pint 
jars, $95. Angela, 805-
368-6535.

• Drywall Repairs • Flood Damage Repairs
• Small Repair Jobs

Licensed & Bonded • Contractor # BELLIH835DF

Call: 360-988-3012

ACC – Architectural Control
Committee
AGM – Annual General Meeting
BOD – Board of Directors
BMP - Best Management Prac-
tices
CC&Rs – Covenants, Conditions
& Restrictions
CIP – Capital Improvement Plan
CRRRF – Capital Repair and 
Replacement
Reserve Fund
CTK – Christ the King Church
DNR  - Washington State Depart-
ment of Natural Resources
DOE - Washington State Depart-
ment of Ecology
DRC – Document Review Com-
mittee
EIS - Emergency Information 
System
FTE – Full Time Employees
GIS - Geographic Information 
System

GM – Sudden Valley’s General
Manager
GMA – Growth Management Act
HOA – Homeowner’s Association
LAMIRD - Limited Areas of More 
Intensive Rural Development
LRPC – Long Range Planning 
Committee
LWPG – Lake Whatcom Policy 
Group
LWWSD - Lake Whatcom Water & 
Sewer District
MOU – Memorandum of Under-
standing
MPR – Multi-Purpose Room
N&E – Nominations and Elections
NPDES-  National Pollutant Dis-
charge Elimination System
OPS – Operations
PSE - Puget Sound Energy
PUD – Planned Unit Develop-
ment
RCW - Revised Code of Wash-
ington

REC – Parks & Recreation Depart-
ment
RFP – Request for Proposals
RFQ – Request for Qualifications
ROW - Right-of-Way
SGM – Special General Meeting
SOP – Standard Operating Pro-
cedure
SVCA – Sudden Valley Commu-
nity Association
UDR – Undesignated Reserves
WCLS - Whatcom County Library 
System
WCOG - Whatcom Council of 
Governments
WCSO – Whatcom County Sher-
iff’s Office
WDFW - Washington State De-
partment of Fish and Wildlife
WTA - Whatcom Transportation 
Authority
WUCIOA – RCW 64.90 – The WA 
Uniform Common Interest Own-
ership Act 

SV community acronyms
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THE SUDDEN VALLEY IS SPONSORED BY:

Delivery available! Order online or call: 

(360) 389-5749
www.petstopinfo.net

Tues.-Sat. 11am-6:30pm, Closed Sun. & Mon.

1941 Lake Whatcom Blvd, Bellingham, 98229

Locally Owned Since 1993

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

CLEANING WITH CARE BY MICHELE
Residential, Commercial, Apartments

Michele Hurley
360-306-7078 • Cleaningwithcarebymichele@gmail.com

aarighttreeservice.com
aarightlockservice.com

(360) 733-0648
Cont. # AARIG**O66BD

Tree Pruning/
Certified Arborist

ethantuckertreecare@gmail.com

(360) 298-0903
Licensed (Lic#ETHANTT907N7)

Sept. 19: League of Women Voters
The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan, 
grassroots organization, will present information 
on their mission to protect and expand voting 
rights, ensuing everyone is represented in our 
democracy.  Cam Kerst, will present about LWV, 
but will also do registration on Tuesday, Sept. 19 
at 12:45 p.m. at the Lynden Community/Senior 
Center, 401 Grover St. For more information, call 
(360) 354-2921 or email info@lyndencommunity-
center.org.
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360-733-3700

1200 Lakeway Drive, Unit #2 
Bellingham, WA 98229

www.sunmarkproperties.com
email: sunmarkproperties@msn.com 

John Kelleher
Broker

Jackie Ryan
Designated Broker

Vadim Kotsyuba
Broker

Azam Nader
Broker

TRUST YOUR LOCAL SALES OFFICE!

No smoking of any kind, no drugs. Applicants must have good credit. Application fee - $35 single, $45 married.

SUDDEN VALLEY HOUSES & CONDOS
Rental Listings

WE’VE MOVED!
Please visit us at

Build your dream home on this fabulous million dollar view home 
overlooking Drayton Harbor, while also enjoying the views of 
Semiahmoo Resort, White Rock, B.C., and coastal mountains. This 
lot, located in a gated community, has an unobstructed water view 
and abuts a community nature trail. Includes tree survey map. Just 
minutes from the US/Canadian Border. Priced to sell. $299,000

10 Tumbling Water Priced to sell! Great lot in Gate 5, 
Sudden Valley ready for development or investment! Upward 
sloping lot in Tumbling Water.  Area amenities include golf course, 
marina, hiking trails, swimming pool, tennis courts, beaches, 24/7 
security. $18,000

1200 Lakeway Drive Space for Lease Great 
commercial building in prime traffic area of Lakeway Drive, close 
to I-5 and major shopping. Building is in very good condition 
with recent upscale interior remodel.  Property also has additional 
parking easement in the south of the building. Traffic count over 
30,000 a day. Call Azam Nader, 360-441-2900.

20 Sparrow Ct. (Gate 2)........................................$109,000
Semiahmoo- 5487 Wood Duck Lp (Bay View Lot).........$299,000

SUDDEN VALLEY VACANT LOTS

NEW LISTING

Sudden Valley 2 bedrooms, 1 bath with lots of light. Available Sept. Rent $1950
Bellingham 2 bedrooms, 2 baths ADU on 5 Acres. $1800 

If you are looking 
to sell your home, 

please call us!

360-733-3700
Are you looking for Stress-free Property Management?
Let us handle your rental with our 38 years of experience!

Celebration: Sudden Valley incorporated 50 years ago
Continued from 1

Thank you to all who par-
ticipated, volunteered, and 
staffed the activities.

The day started with a fun 
paddle regatta at AM Beach. 
Then the festivities moved to 
the recreation corridor, where 
attendees enjoyed a wide 
range of activities, such as a car 
show, all-day live music on the 
main stage, games and prizes, 
food, ponies, a tractor train, 
and a beer garden.

There were also 50 vendor 
booths at the valley fair, with 
many vendors commenting 
this was the best event they’ve 
attended this year.

Even with almost 1,000 at-
tendees, and the Aslan Brew-
ing Golf Tournament occur-
ring the same day, there were 
no parking issues due to the 
shuttle service provided by 
the SVCA maintenance crew, 
good planning, and coopera-
tive vendors, volunteers, and 
attendees.

The day ended with a won-
derful video short and beauti-
ful song about our Sudden Val-
ley community being played 
on the big screen prior to the 
showing of Guardians of the 
Galaxy at the first-ever Cin-
ema on the Square. In case you 
missed the retrospective video 
by Joshua Bowens and Joel 
Dobbins, it is available to view 
on the SVCA YouTube Channel 
at (https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=3o0-WuMA5Lk). 

Special thanks to Sudden 
Valley residents Doug Buchan-
nan for organizing the car 
show, and Fred Haslam and 
Tom German for managing the 
main stage.

Also, a truly heart-felt thank 
you to the 50th anniversary 
committee and all the volun-
teers who worked tirelessly 
throughout the planning, 
preparations, and the event 
itself: Sunny Palmtag, Sam 
Shahan, Nancy Alyanak, Chris 
and Karen Weitzel, Norm and 
Lore Bendure, Kolleen Mitch-
ell, Marlen Allen, Anne Cope, 
Liz Vidal, Joshua Bowens, 
Pam O’Donald, Pat and Suzi 
Zwolenski, Shulan Thurm, 
Freddie Chrestman, and 
George and Iris. This fun and 
successful event wouldn’t have 
been possible without all of 
you.


