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By AJ Tischleder 
SVCA Board President

Dear community members, I would 
like to start by saying Happy 50th Birth-
day to the Sudden Valley Community As-
sociation. This community would not be 
possible without all the great people who 
choose to call it home.

I also want to thank the Board, staff 
and volunteers for their continued efforts 
in making our community better. As work 
continues to be done to restore our com-
munity’s infrastructure and ensure the 

long-term upkeep of our 
Association’s assets,

I want to take a mo-
ment to share some of 
the exciting work that oc-
curred this year within 
our organization. This 
year, we have:

• Hired a consultant 
to develop a new 10-Year 
Capital Roads and Drain-
age Improvement Plan.

• Completed a com-
munity-wide roadway 
culvert and ditch cleaning 
project, along with sever-
al minor culvert replace-
ments and one major fish 
passage culvert replace-
ment.

•  Implemented nu-
merous minor roadway improvements 
such as new street signage, main road cen-
terline striping, minor asphalt patching, 
and pothole repairs.

• Taken numerous steps to rehabilitate 
our maintenance department’s facilities 
in Area Z, including remodeling the Main-

tenance Shop and refur-
bishing the Tall Barn.

•  Purchased equip-
ment to support the oper-
ations of our organization, 
such as new snow remov-
al equipment, new irriga-
tion system pump con-
troller for the golf course, 
HVAC improvements to 
the Welcome Center, and 
provided funding for ma-
jor operational programs 
such as Clean Green and 
Firewise.

• Appropriately bud-
geted for Parks and Rec-
reation in the operational 
budget after the end of 
the 5-year Rec. Special 
Assessment without the 

need for use fees.
In addition to all this great work that 

has been completed, we have the following 
major projects scheduled for construction 
either later this year or next year:

Whatcom County Public Works issued an Emergency 24/7 closure of Lake Whatcom Blvd. between 
Lake Louise Road and Southern Court beginning Monday, Sept. 18 to replace a failing culvert that was 
causing severe shoulder erosion. Lake Whatcom Blvd. was reopened for travel on the afternoon of 
Sept. 21. (Photos courtesy Whatcom County Public Works)

SVCA 
announces 
annual general 
meeting (AGM)

Notice is hereby given that the Annual 
General Meeting of the Sudden Valley 
Community Association, hereinafter re-
ferred to as the SVCA, will be held at the 
Dance Barn located within Sudden Valley 
on Saturday, Nov. 4 at 1 p.m.

The purpose of this meeting shall be to 
conduct Association business. 

Agenda
I. Call to Order
II. Introduction of Parliamentarian
III. Certificate of Quorum
IV. Proof of Notice of Annual Meeting
V. Approval of 2022 AGM Minutes
VI. Introduction of the Board of Direc-

tors Candidates
VII. New Business
a. Measure 1:
Shall the SVCA’s 2024 Annual Consoli-

dated Budget of $7,022,391 be approved or 
rejected?

i. Presentation of Budget by the Trea-
surer

ii. Discussion*
iii. Voting
b. Advisory Vote 1: 
Advisory Vote regarding the replace-

ment of Barn 6.
i. Discussion*
ii. Voting
c. Advisory Vote 2: Advisory Vote regard-

ing the replacement of the Marina Wet Slip 
Docks.

i. Discussion*
ii. Voting
VIII. Committee Reports
IX. President’s Report
X. Treasurer’s Report
XI. Manager’s Report
XII. Property Owner Comments
XIII. Election Results/Announcements
XVII. XVII. Adjournment
All members are invited to attend the 

Annual General Meeting. Members must 
be present in-person to participate and 
count towards a quorum.

* In order to give all members who wish 
to speak an opportunity to do so, individual 
comments may be limited by the Presiding 
Officer to 3 minutes in duration.

Article II Section 7(a) of the SVCA Bylaws:
A member shall be entitled to one (1) 

vote for each lot which he/she owns as pre-
scribed in paragraph (b) below. 

(b) At duly constituted Annual or Spe-
cial General Meetings, each member in 
good standing may vote for candidates for 
the Board, candidates for the Nominations 

Lake Whatcom Blvd. emergency repairs

See AGM on 2

See Fostering on 11

Fostering a livable, inclusive community

AJ Tischleder
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P O W E R E D  B Y  R E / M A X  W H A T C O M  C O .  
&  G L O B A L  R E F E R R A L  G R O U P ,  L L C

October 14th

10AM - 11AM

El Agave

4 Clubhouse Cir.
Bellingham, WA 98229

Sudden Valley

360-312-5151 | wesellsuddenvalley.com

Join The Weitzel Home Team alongside a local CPA and
esteemed attorney for a FREE, delightful morning of
enlightenment and refreshments as we dive into the

ABCs of starting the estate planning process. 

COURTESY OF SUDDEN VALLEY’S #1 REAL ESTATE TEAM

Coffee & pastries 
will be provided and all
attendees will be
entered into a raffle for
a prize drawing!

LEARN FROM THE EXPERTS
WHILE ENJOYING A TREAT! 

Y O U ’ R EY O U ’ R E
I N V I T E D !I N V I T E D !

E S T A T E  P L A N N I N G  1 0 1

TAX STRATEGIES | ESTATE PLANNING | DRAFTING WILLS

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

CLEANING WITH CARE BY MICHELE
Residential, Commercial, Apartments

Michele Hurley
360-306-7078 • Cleaningwithcarebymichele@gmail.com

360-527-2334  •  cmillerkw@gmail.com  •  www.hicllc.net

Medicare Open Enrollment begins Oct. 15!
New Whatcom County Plans available

AGM: Annual meeting at 1 p.m. Nov. 4
and Elections Committee and the 
Architectural Control Commit-
tee, and any other issues as de-
termined by the Board. This vote 
shall be by ballot or in person at 
the meeting based on the num-
ber of lots owned. 

All members, including those 
who are not in good standing, 
may vote on the proposed bud-
get in person or by ballot. All 
members may vote in person on 
procedural issues raised at any 
meeting. 

Article 2 Section 7(a) of the 
SVCA Bylaws:

A member in good standing is 
any person who is current in the 
payment of all annual dues and 
assessments and all special as-
sessments, and any charges as-
sociated therewith for each lot 
owned, including any and all use 
fees and monetary fines or penal-
ties established pursuant to these 
Bylaws. A member is current in 
the payment if such member has

(i) made payment in full, or
(ii) has entered into a written 

payment plan authorized by the 
Board of Directors (hereinafter 
referred to as the Board) and is 
not in default thereof.

The 2023 Sudden Valley Com-
munity Association Annual Gen-
eral Meeting may be viewed live 
on SVCA’s YouTube Channel at:

https://www.youtube.com/@
suddenval le ycommunityas-
soc8743

Measure 1
Proposed SVCA 2024 Annual 

Consolidated Budget
The Revised Code of Wash-

ington (RCW) 64.90.525 provides 
that the budget is ratified if not 
rejected by owners holding a ma-
jority of votes in the Association.

Ballot: Shall the SVCA’s 2024 
Annual Consolidated Budget, 
which provides for assess-
ment revenue of $5,164,719 
and non-assessment revenue 
of $1,857,672 (total combined 
assessment & non-assessment 
revenue of $7,022,391) be ap-
proved or rejected?

Budget Explanation: This mea-
sure presents the annual consoli-
dated budget for Operations and 

Capital as follows: 
Note:  Based on a 95% collec-

tions rate on a total of 3,121 lots: 
2,739 developed lots and 382 va-
cant lots.

If this measure does not pass, 
then the ratified 2023 budget and 
the assessments noted therein 
will control.

Recommendation: The Board 
of Directors adopted this budget 
on 09/07/2023 and recommends 
approval and ratification by the 
membership.

The total monthly dues (op-
erations and capital dues) for 
the proposed 2024 Annual Con-
solidated Budget is $146.06 for a 
developed lot and $138.71 for an 
undeveloped lot. 

Executive summary:
Budgeting process

Sudden Valley Community 
Association’s budget is prepared 
every year. This annual budget is 
approved by the Board and voted 
on by the membership; to be ex-
ecuted over the following calen-
dar year.

While maintaining the core 
concept of annual authorization, 
the annual budget is developed 
within a multiyear perspective 
through strategic and long-range 
planning, the preparation of a 10-
year Capital Plan, and a 30-year 
Reserve Study. Revenue and ex-
penditure, as well as constraints 
on assessment increases, are 
considered together to determine 
annual budget targets.

The budget covers all SVCA 
Departments and operations, 
based on input and recommen-
dations received from each De-
partment’s manager. This process 

ensures the budget presented 
to the membership is a consoli-
dated picture of operations and is 
voted on, as a whole.

The 2024 operating budget 
balances $4,287,474 in revenues 
with $4,287,474 in expenditures.  

Factors impacting
the 2024 Budget

• Dues and Assessments for 
2024 calculated at an anticipated 
95% collections rate. The year-to-
date collections rate in June 2023 
was 97.2%.

• Anticipated increase in gen-
eral Association insurance costs 
of 8%.

• Increases in compensation 
and benefits in response to the 
Association’s Union Collective 
Bargain Agreement. 

- Payroll changes: 3% increase 
to Salaries & Wages as compared 
to 2023’s actual rates, as well as 
an anticipated 10.6% increase in 
health care benefit costs per em-
ployee plan.

• Anticipated increases in gen-
eral fuel and utility costs.

• Continued focus on financial 
best practices, cost savings, and 
efficiencies.

• Continued prioritization of 
adequately funding Reserves for 
long-term capital improvements 
and major maintenance and re-
pairs.

• An annual Marina Dock Fee 
Increase of $1,200 per wet slip 
($105,600 annual total on 88 wet 
slips) to be solely designated to 
the capital CRRRF fund for the 
purpose of aiding the funding of 
the wet slip dock replacement 
costs in 2029 and again thereafter 
every 20 years as according to the 
required wet slip dock replace-
ment interval.

• A Roads Budget contribu-
tion of $125,320 for major main-
tenance of ditches, culverts, and 

swales - per 2016 Special General 
Meeting (SGM). 

Linking budgeting and strategy 
Successful long-term organi-

zational sustainability requires 
planning and the incorporation 
of both strategic and long-term 
planning processes, to identify vi-
tal and measurable goals. SVCA’s 
mission, vision, and strategic 
priorities act as the guiding prin-
ciples for Association decisions 
and actions taken by both the 
Board and staff. 

2024 Operational
Budget background 

Recent challenges and op-
portunities related to the 2024 
budget draft include accounting 
for anticipated additional payroll 
expense, anticipated increases 
in property/casualty insurance, 
fuel, utilities, and the prioritiza-
tion of the maintenance of infra-
structure and facilities that have 
been neglected. 

The 5-year Recreation Special 
Assessment – which included 
recreation, pools, and parks ex-
pired in May 2023. Beginning in 
the Budget Year 2024, all Parks-
related expenditures will be ac-
counted for within the Mainte-
nance Department budget. This 
budgeting change was made at 
the request of the Maintenance 
Superintendent. 

After careful review of the 10-
year Capital Plan, the proposed 
3% monthly dues increase in 
2024 will be allocated to the Op-
erations Budget.

Additional budgeting
information for members 

Member-petitioned dues and 
assessments are invalid under 
RCW 64.90.525, and the process 

Continued from 1

See AGM on 9
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Dental
Care
for the

Whole
Family

September brought the of-
ficial end of the summer season 
and the first taste of fall weather. 
SVCA has shifted focus to plan 
the many fall and winter events, 
to start replacing mowing with 
leaf collection, and to prepare for 
winter road maintenance.

Administration
Activity Summary

• Worked with the Department 
of Natural Resources to manage 
the details of hosting the Fire Re-
sponse Team

• Continued work on planning 
a computing hardware upgrade 
and transition of SVCA network 
to the cloud

• Planning for the Town Hall 
and Annual General Meeting

• Planning for Trunk or Treat, 
the Holiday Market, and other 
holiday events

Successes
• Keeping pace with meet-

ing minutes and agendas for the 
SVCA Board and committees

Planned Work
• Continued work on website
• Execution of phone imple-

mentation project

Accounting
Activity Summary

• Continued routine work 
to maintain monthly financial 
schedule; delivered July finan-
cials on schedule

• Continued work on the 2022 
financial audit

• Completed the annual Re-
serve Study

Successes
• This year’s Reserve Study 

reflects many updates to better 
align it to the Capital Planning 
process.

Planned Work
•  Finalize the 2022 financial 

audit

Maintenance
Activity Summary

• Assisted Fire Response Team 
with utilities and other requests. 
(Water, sewer, electrical, etc.) 

• Replaced decking on trailer 
used for transporting Parks Mow-
er.

• Had new tires installed, and 
alignment done on SP-6.

• Mowed SVCA Parks, and Rec 
Corridor. 

• Serviced large chainsaw. 
• Removed dead tree from Rec 

Corridor. 
•  Removed tree debris from 

Partridge Circle and Orchid Ct. 
• Replaced damaged stop sign 

at Honeycomb Lane and Polo 
Park.

• Removed log from over Lake 
Louise trail. 

•  Started street sign replace-
ment project, have replaced 
about 30 signs thus far. 

•  Started stop bar painting 
project on main roads. Gate 5 and 
Gate 28 are complete. 

• Started speed bump painting 
project. 

• Closed main pool for winter 
season. 

•  Repaired asphalt on Grand-
view Drive. 

•  Placed cold patch in util-
ity cut on Tumbling water and 
put-up warning signs. The utility 
company was notified.

• Outfitted UTV for upcoming 
winter season (turn signals, LED 
lights for plowing).

• Inventoried tire chain sup-
ply and ordered chains for winter 
season.   

•  Repaired trailer brakes on 
parks mower trailer. 

Successes
• The work of the maintenance 

team contributed to a successful 
event Anniversary event. 

Planned Work
• Electrical trench work for 

maintenance building remodel. 
•  Street sign installation proj-

ect.  
•  Street painting project (stop 

bars, speed bumps).
• Mow area parks and facilities 

(on going).
• Road shoulder mowing. 
•  Maintenance shop remodel 

preparation. 
•  Winter season preparation. 

Install filter system on brine tank 
to keep sediment out of truck and 
UTV brine tanks, source replace-
ment rubber cutting edges for 
snowplows.  

Recreation
Activity Summary

•  Said goodbye to Lifeguard 
staff and started to prepare the 
pools for closing.

•  Cleaning up the Rec Office 
after the high volume of summer 
activity

Successes
•  Continuing to welcome 

swimmers at the Quiet Pool 
through the end of September

Planned Work
•  Close the pools for the sea-

son
• Support planning of fall and 

winter events

Golf
Activity Summary

• Finalized 2023-24 Winter Se-
ries schedule and formats.

• Found a new title sponsor for 
Winter Series.

• Hosted several small outings 
including Bellingham Young Life 
which is a new group.

•  Sent promotional emails 
for: Bellingham Amateur tourna-
ment; Ladies Fall Wind Up; Golf 
Club Fall Wind Up; First Winter 
Series event.

• Hosted final Golf Club Mem-
bers Social. 

•  Completed month-end rev-
enue reporting and spreadsheets.

• Worked with WJGA to book a 
2024 Junior Golf tournament.

• Set up first two winter series 
events in tournament software.

• Prepared a proposal for 2024 
Golf Membership rates for board 
approval.

•  Prepared a bid to host 2024 
Collegiate Conference Champi-
onship Cross Country meet.

Successes
• September off to a very 

strong start revenue-wise.

Planned Work
•  Submit 2024 membership 

rates for board approval.
•  Continue to promote Bell-

ingham Amateur.
• Find new secondary sponsor 

for Winter Series.
• Final prep for Bellingham 

Amateur.

Turf Care
Activity Summary

•  Golf course grooming and 
condition carrying on in an effi-
cient manner.

•  Began exposing #7 pond by 
mowing down cattail and willow 
tree growth with much fanfare 
from members.

• Sand trap maintenance/
weeding underway.

• Putting greens light top 
dressing with sand and verticut-
ting completed improving ball 
roll.

• All greens and tee box sur-
rounds fertilized.

• The crew’s start time changed 
to 6 a.m. with the season chang-
ing now.

Successes
• A relatively quiet two weeks 

with no equipment issues.
• All scheduled practices went 

according to plan.

Planned Work
• Weed control at old Rotunda 

site
• Fall cultural practices plan-

ning: Tee box and greens aerat-
ing.

• Mainline irrigation break on 
#1 hole to be repaired.

SVCA now makes plans for fall, winter events
AROUND THE VALLEY

Contact Mitze for details
360.354.4444 | mitze@lyndentribune.com

With thousands of readers 
picking up a copy every 

month, don’t miss out on 
this opportunity for new 
customers to find you.  

Deadline for the November edition
will be Wednesday, October 25th
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DEADLINES

Views The Sudden Valley Views welcomes letters to 
the editor submitted by members of the As-
sociation. Topical submissions of current news 
interest may be accepted up to six times per 
calendar year.
Letters of up to 550 words are allowed.
The editor may edit for style and libel.

SV Views
P.O. Box 153
Lynden, WA 98264
Fax to: (360) 354-4445
Email: bill@lyndentribune.com

SUBMISSIONS POLICY
The deadline for editorial submissions (including letters 
to the editor) for the upcoming issue is the 23rd of each 
month. 
Editorial items may be submitted to: bill@lyndentribune.
com. For advertising information and deadlines, please 
contact Mitze Kester at mitze@lyndentribune.com or call 
360.354.4444.

Submitting letters to the editor
The Sudden Valley Views encourages letters to the editor. 
However, submissions must refrain from attacking individuals 

without providing supporting documentation or a rational and 
legally defensible justification.

Letters should be emailed to bill@lyndentribune.com and 
should not exceed 550 words.

Your letter must include your full name, complete address 
and telephone number.

Your address and telephone number will not be printed in the 
newspaper, but will be used for verification by newspaper staff.

Neither unsigned letters nor letters containing personal at-
tacks of a libelous nature will be published.

The Sudden Valley Views reserves the right to edit or refuse 
any letter. All columns and letters on the opinion page are the 
views of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of 
the Sudden Valley Views newspaper.

Submitting 
articles of 
interest

SVCA members are 
encouraged to submit ar-
ticles of interest for inclu-
sion in the Views. Member 
submitted articles should 
focus on areas of interest 
to the Sudden Valley com-
munity.

Opinions, complaints, 
and politicking belong in 
the Letters to the Editor, 
and will not run as a mem-
ber feature article.

Articles promoting 
a vendor’s services, or 
advertisements disguised 
as articles, will not be ac-
cepted. The Views has a 
separate mechanism for 
advertising a business, and 
that is where such infor-
mation should be kept.

However, to provide 
fair and equal access, 
consecutive submissions 
by a member will not be 
permitted.

In other words, mem-
bers who have already had 
an article published may 
not submit an article for 
the following issue.

A vote for 
Bowens
Editor,

What can I say about 
Joshua Bowens that 
hasn’t already been said? 
A lot, actually. I won’t 
go on about the time we 
were snowed in, when I 
asked Josh to grab me a 
few groceries while out 
in his big truck, only to 
later notice that he had 
purchased food for nu-
merous households and 
was on his way to deliver 
it like Ol’ St. Nick.

I won’t brag about his 
musical prowess, as cool 
as that makes him, or his 
keen eye for graphic de-
sign, which has elevated 
the visual presence of 
SVCA from ‘90s clip art 
to something pleasing to 
the eye.

I won’t wax poetic his 
countless hours commit-
ted to bettering the neigh-
borhood in a myriad of 
extracurricular ways. And 
I’ll barely mention his 
calm demeanor when a 
former general manager 
led the charge to have 
him recalled for <checks 
notes> well, the reasons 
for that failed recall effort 
were never clear.

I remember someone 
on social media said, “We 
figured we might as well 
add Joshua to the peti-
tion.” That did not instill 
in me a lot of confidence 

in the call for a vote that 
cost the community more 
than ten thousand dollars 
to reject. Josh’s cool-as-
a-cucumber approach 
to life make him a great 
person and a neighbor 
we’re all lucky to have. 
But that’s not what makes 
him a stellar board can-
didate.

What about his board 
experience, helping to 
pass critical changes like 
the 7% dues cap in re-
sponse to the ridiculously 
disenfranchising Wash-
ington Uniform Common 
Interest Ownership Act 
(WUCIOA)?

What about the things 
most people didn’t hear 
about that I, as a former 
board director, personally 
witnessed, like holding 
staff accountable for bad 
behavior tolerated for 
years (one of the reasons 
those same people rallied 
unsuccessfully to get him 
recalled)?

These things speak to 
his integrity, but it’s more 
than that. What makes 
him a stellar board can-
didate is what made him 
a great board director: he 
brings people to the table, 
calms the room, and 
cares about where our 
(including his) money 
goes. And when the op-
position blames him for 
problems they caused, 
he’s such a nice guy, I 
have to believe that they 
actually feel bad for doing 
it. And I’m sure he wants 

to see the recent positive 
changes continue. 

Personally, one year 
on the board was enough 
for me. It was a demand-
ing 10-hour-plus posi-
tion and I didn’t do half 
the work he did as Vice 
President of the Executive 
Committee. One thing 
I’ve learned from my time 
delving into local politics: 
You can have an impres-
sive resume and all the 
right accolades and still 
make terrible decisions 
on your neighbors’ behalf 
if your heart isn’t in the 
right place. Rest assured 
Joshua Bowens’ heart is 
in the right place. He is 
the unsung (until now) 
hero Sudden Valley 
needs. And while we’re 
on the subject, I believe 
Mary Stidham’s and Tom 
Redd’s hearts are in the 
right place, too. All three 
of them deserve a vote. 
Joel Dobbins
Sudden Valley

Meet the
candidates
Editor,

This time of the year 
always reminds us that 
elections are not far off.  
My wife and I moved to 
Sudden Valley over 15 
years ago right around 
this time. People were not 
that friendly at first. We 
were invited to the wel-
come neighbors event 

at the downstairs of the 
dance barn. It started off 
very nice. My wife tried 
to sign up for different 
committees only to be 
told there was no open-
ings. Seemed strange, but 
eventually she met Linda 
Bradley and was invited 
to join the finance com-
mittee. It was nice to get 
involved. We continued 
to meet our wonderful 
neighbors and have en-
joyed it so much. I served 
on the ACC. Also an inter-
esting committee.

Elections are very 
important. Our BOD 
works so hard and we 
appreciate that. We 
are supporting Joshua 
Bowens, Mary Stidham 
and Tom Redd. We have 
known them for years 
and personally think they 
would be great. They are 
always ready to listen and 
help resolve issues. There 
will be candidate forums 
at 7 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 
5 and at 4 p.m. Saturday, 
Oct. 14, both at the Dance 
Barn. Come meet the 
candidates. Please vote.
Norm Bendure
Sudden Valley

Be careful of 
whom you 
vote for
Editor,

Election time is near-
ing, my husband and 

I have lived in Sudden 
Valley over 18 years. I’ve 
seen a lot happen in the 
Valley during this time. 
Back between 2008-2012 
the GM gave a couple em-
ployees excess sick hour 
pay. I’m talking about 
797 sick hours for one 
employee and 645 hours 
for another employee 
over four years, employ-
ees only earn a max of 
96 hours yearly. This was 
theft from us members.

Fast forward a few 
years, I noticed SV bought 
a taser gun with our mon-
ey, paid for concealed 
weapon training, paid for 
wine bought at the Valley 
Market at 8 p.m., paid for 
breakfast from the Valley 
Market at 9 a.m. during 
working hours, and a slew 
of other questionable 
things. This was all dis-
covered through the Sud-
den Valley general ledger. 
Again, this was theft from 
us members.

There are better checks 
and balances in place 
today than in the past. 
The employees are part of 
the union which should 
provide them a safer 
workplace. This should 
give us hope the past 
won’t repeat itself.

These changes were 
accomplished due to a 
change of people elected 
to the BOD, we the 
frustrated finally figured 
out the only way to clean 

See Careful on  10
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SOMMER NYTE GREG PAUL
360.739.7354

TRACY
HINOJOSA

360.728.1978

SYDNEY
WEITZEL

206.475.2966

CORBY
WORLINE

360.762.5202

Branch Manager
360.389.1671

THE RIGHT AGENT CAN LEAD THE WAY

CARMEN
ANDREW

360.746.3493

MARY NOE
360.647.4994

TAYSIA
SEILER

360.207.4241.

1 LAKE LOUISE DR #35
$369,900 • 1,120 SQFT

21 HAWKS HILL PL
$1,125,000 • 3,333 SQFT

17 SANWICK POINT CT
$1,500,000 • 2,968 SQFT

5 SUNDEW CT
$639,900 • 2,195 SQFT

14 SUNFLOWER CIRCLE
$1,085,000 • 3,029 SQFT LOT

57 LAKE LOUISE DR
$649,900 • 1,580 SQFT

LAKE VIEWS

4165 COUGAR RD
$785,000 • 1,596 SQFT

2174 MARIANAS LN
$615,000 •  1,854 SQFT

1953 LAKE WHATCOM BLVD #4B
$522,405 •  2,400 SQFT

PENDING

Call to schedule your
showings today!

re.max/suddenvalley

1937 Lake Whatcom Blvd.,

Bellingham, WA 98229 

A branch office of RE/MAX Whatcom County.
Each office is independently owned and operated.

360-647-5050

 1-888-785-5712

NEW CONSTRUCTION

PENDING

Skye Luke
Asset Advisor

Estate Sales, Move Outs, 
Garbage Collection, Property Clean Ups, 
Vehicle Removal

LukerativeJR@gmail.com“Rain, Snow or Shine Weʼre on the Grind”

360.812.0911
JUNK REMOVAL
UKERATIVEL

2023 AGM ELECTIONS
Editor’s note: This month, the Sudden Valley Views has published biographical information and campaign statements by each of the board’s candidates, as 
well as bios from the one Nominations and Elections (N&E) committee candidate and the two candidates for the Architectural Control (ACC) committee.

The N&E committee will solicit three additional candidates to serve on the 2024 committee. The ACC committee will solicit six additional candidates to 
serve on the 2024 committee. If you are interested in serving on either committee, please fill out an application.

Bio
I am a 20-year resident of Sud-

den Valley, moving here with my 
husband and two children in 2004. 
I grew up in California where I met 
my husband, Pat. My kids are now 
grown, and I have two beautiful 
granddaughters.

Over the years I have worn 
many professional hats in the 
world of Finance, Operations 
and Human Resources, including 
owning a collection agency. I re-
tired in November 2018. Needing 
something in retirement, I joined 
Expedia Cruises as an Indepen-
dent Vacation Consultant.

When not working, we enjoy 
Seahawk games, travel, boating 

and spending times with friends 
and family. 

Candidate statement
As I near my 20th year as a 

Sudden Valley homeowner and 
resident, it would be an honor 
to serve you as a member of the 
Board of Directors. And I believe it 
is just that, an honor to serve our 
residents. It would be my fiduciary 
duty to oversee the fiscal, legal and 
moral administration of the Valley 
in accordance with our Bylaws and 
the Revised Codes of Washington, 
including RCW Chapter 24.03A 
pertaining to Non-Profit Corpora-
tions and RCW Chapter 64.38 gov-
erning Homeowner Associations.

As your board member, it 
would be my responsibility to 
ensure a duty of care, loyalty and 
obedience to this association and 
all its members. We need to re-
establish important committees, 
such as Finance, Emergency Pre-
paredness, and Parks and Trails 
to assist the board and encourage 
community involvement. This is 
not the Board’s community; it is 
your community.  

The Board has a duty to prop-
erly maintain the many ameni-
ties the Valley offers, which at-
tract other potential homebuyers 
and retain our home values. The 
parks, pool and other recreational 
facilities, the Marina and the Golf 

course are, and have always been, 
a great asset to our valley. All Ame-
nities are valuable to all members 
and should be supported.  

Dues, dare I mention, should 
be set at an amount to reasonably 
care for our amenities, roads, and 
common areas. The board has the 
responsibility to make sensible 
decisions on the spending of your 
funds and should be held account-
able by the members for their ac-
tions. All decisions may not be 
liked by all, but proper explana-
tion of the why should be provided 
to all members.

In conclusion, I would like to 
ask for your vote to represent you 
in Sudden Valley.

Laurie Robinson: BOD candidate

Bio
Currently I volunteer on the 

Architectural Control Commit-
tee as Chair. I have been a general 
contractor for over 30 years in 
California.

I served as the Construction 
Manager for a developer in the 
Sacramento region oversee-
ing the construction of close to 
a million Sq. Ft. of commercial 
development and tenant im-
provements. I was the owner of a 
construction consulting & permit 

expediting company.
I served as one of the Com-

pliance Inspectors for the EDH 
Service District where I oversaw 
new home construction, room 
additions and alterations in order 
to confirm their compliance with 
the approved construction plans 
within the community guide-
lines. 

Candidate statement
First of all, I want to thank you 

for opportunity to serve on the 
Board of Directors. 

I am hoping to be a voice of 
reason and maturity on the BOD 
as a voting member this time. 
During my time on the BOD as 
the ACC Chair, according to the 
bylaws, I was only allowed to 
voice my opinion but wasn’t per-
mitted to vote. We need different 
people with different perspec-
tives to be on the BOD so that you 
are getting a true sense of what 
the entire community wants and 
not only have like-minded peo-
ple who just push forward their 
own agenda.

I acknowledge that while serv-
ing as a member of the Board of 
Directors, N&E or Architectural 
Control committees, its subsid-

iaries and/or committees ap-
pointed by the Board, I shall have 
a duty to put the interest of the 
association or its subsidiaries 
before my own personal interest. 
This is the commitment that all 
applicants agreed to in order to 
run for the BOD.

I believe that some of the 
current BOD members have 
forgotten this very important 
commitment. We are a commu-
nity of nearly 7,000 people. This 
includes an extremely diverse 
group of people of all ages and 
income levels. The BOD should 
make the best decisions for the 
Entire community regardless of 
personal narratives or directives.

It was extremely concerning to 
me that one of the BOD members 
stated he was voting for the wants 
of his constituents, not taking 
in account that his constituents 
make up only a small portion of 
the Sudden Valley community. 
This narrow one-sided way of 

thinking is what I hope to change 
and honestly one that shouldn’t 
be tolerated by the community. I 
am not looking to add amenities 
or delete the existing ones. We 
are supposed to insure that what 
is here is cared for and protected.

After the recent devastating 
fires in Lahaina and the recent 
fire so close to home, we need to 
get together with the South What-
com Fire Authority to better un-
derstand their plan for our com-

munity. I would like to set a day 
where South Whatcom Fire will 
share with us how they intend to 
keep our community safe. 

I would also like to reinstate 
some of the past committees that 
were dismantled so that people 
can feel invested in this commu-
nity and have pride in knowing 
that they helped shape it. 

Most importantly, we need to 
listen to all voices of our commu-
nity, not just the loud ones.

Keith McLean: BOD candidate 
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Bio
I have lived in Sudden Valley 

for 25 years. My wife and I have 
raised two children in this beau-
tiful community. My objective as 
a board member will be fiscal re-
sponsibility.

Throughout my years in Sud-
den Valley, I have felt constant 
pressure to increase dues for 
things that most in the communi-
ty care very little about. Most res-
idents of Sudden Valley feel they 
are paying too much and wonder 

what they get for their $140 every 
month.

My experience in produc-
tion management will assist me 
with meeting deadlines, working 
closely with people and balanc-
ing budgets. 

Candidate statement
My wife and I purchased a 

home in Sudden Valley 25 years 
ago, where we raised our daugh-
ter and son. We couldn’t have 
asked for a better place to raise a 
family. It’s hard to deny the inspi-
ration that comes from the natu-
ral beauty of our community. We 
live in the classic Pacific North-
west paradise.

That being said, I’ve witnessed 
many ups and downs in the Valley 

over the years, both operationally 
and politically. We’ve seen our 
assets deteriorate while our dues 
continued to rise, leaving us all 
wondering where our dues were 
going. I strongly support the dues 
limitation bylaw, something that 
I, along with many others in our 
community, fought hard for. I ap-
preciate that the current board 
is upholding this bylaw, and I 
want to ensure that it continues. 
This way, our members can have 
a clear understanding of what to 
expect when budgeting, and it 
places the responsibility on the 
Association and Board to create 
a budget that benefits the entire 
community.

Since the board shift in 2019, 
our family has witnessed and en-
joyed the progress that has been 
made throughout the Valley. I 
want to contribute to continu-
ing this progress. With over 30 
years of experience in production 
management, which includes 
budget management, working 
under tight deadlines, and be-
ing a team player focused on the 
greater good, I am eager to bring 

my skills to the table as a board 
member. My goal is to ensure that 
the Board remains connected 
to all members and that we, as 
stakeholders, receive the full val-
ue of our dues assessment.

I kindly ask for your vote and 
support in the upcoming elec-
tion. Together, we can continue 
to work towards a united, more 
vibrant Sudden Valley communi-
ty. Thank you for considering me 
as your advocate on the Sudden 
Valley Board of Directors.

GetWild@WildFISHwives.com • (360) 303-0240 

WILD 
SEAFOOD

Sale Dates: 
Saturdays, 10/7 & 11/14

10:00AM-4:00PM
Or text for alternative pickup

Gate 1, 73 Windward Drive

2023 AGM ELECTIONS

Bio: 
Hey there! I’m Joshua. Signifi-

cant dues increases and the pas-
sage of WUCIOA (RCW 64.90) 

launched me into community 
politics. I actively participated in 
a grassroots movement leading 
to the enactment of the SVCA by-
law limiting dues increases. Sub-
sequently, I served on the Board.

During my tenure, we ad-
dressed issues like neglected 
maintenance and steered Sud-
den Valley towards a more equi-
table and sustainable future.

Concluding my service, prog-
ress persisted. I am committed 
to ensuring that Sudden Valley 
continues its forward momen-
tum and would love the oppor-
tunity to serve again, helping to 
provide leadership that prioritiz-
es all community members and 
our natural environment. 

Candidate statement
My vision for Sudden Valley is 

focused on a community that is 

inclusive of all residents and val-
ues fiscal responsibility and our 
natural environment. 

I was involved in helping to 
promote and pass the bylaw 
which limits dues increases after 
WUCIOA (RCW 64.90) removed 
our economic voting rights. A 
bylaw that protects all residents 
in our diverse community from 
steep dues increases such as 
those that were put on residents 
in 2018 and 2019.

I feel that we all benefit from 
the security and stability of 
knowing that our annual dues 
assessment can never be raised 
by more than 7% in any year. 
That bylaw involvement led to 
me serving on the board and 
working toward moving Sudden 
Valley forward in a positive di-
rection.

We developed a more respon-

sible and sustainable budgeting 
and planning process that began 
addressing issues of neglect and 
dysfunction that had damaged 
our community for decades. 

Despite the challenges such 
as COVID-19, an absurd amount 
of flooding, and snow events, the 
community made great progress. 

Proper budgeting began fund-
ing much needed maintenance 
projects, and our recreation de-
partment is now properly funded 
through the operations budget 
rather than a special assessment. 

Having served on the board, I 
understand how important of a 
role the board plays in the bud-
geting and planning process, 
and I want to help make sure we 
continue to move forward posi-
tively. 

As a Board Director, I will be 
an advocate for continued prog-

ress. Projects such as the monu-
mental work on the neglected 
culverts this year happened be-
cause of board members who 
chose to take action for the bet-
terment of our community. I 
want to ensure the Board’s focus 
remains on community mainte-
nance and prioritizes our beauti-
ful, natural environment, for my 
family and yours. 

If this resonates with you, I 
would appreciate your vote. I’d 
also ask for you to consider sup-
porting Tom Redd and Mary 
Stidham for Board, two people 
who dug in and dedicated much 
of their time to help promote 
and engage the community to 
support and ultimately passed 
(with 84% of votes) the bylaw to 
limit dues and assessments. A 
peace of mind I believe we can 
all count on.

Joshua Bowens: BOD candidate

Tom Redd: BOD candidate
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www.DiscoverSuddenValley.com  
360-739-7354

GREG PAUL
• The Top Producer in Unit Sales in Sudden Valley
• Experienced Negotiation Skills
• Strong Online Presence
• Knowledgeable in the

Amenities, Services,
Regulations & Structure
of Sudden Valley

Great Time to 
Consider a New Home!
- High Energy E�ciency
- Heating & Cooling
- Soaring Ceilings
- New Appliances

  Many New Homes Under Construction  -  Contact Greg Paul For Details!

GregPaul@Remax.net
(360) 223-9297
John.Maurer@movement.com

John Maurer, NMLS 487494 
• Down payment grant up to 3% program 
• USDA zero-down mortgages 
• Renovation loans • New construction
• Sudden Valley resident
• 30+ years lending experience

2023 AGM ELECTIONS

Bio
I was raised in Kailua on the 

island of Oahu. I lived in Ha-
waii until I graduated from high 
school, then moved to Arizona to 
attend ASU. I have been a real es-
tate agent for 21 years and was an 

elementary school teacher prior 
to that.

After many years of pining, re-
searching, and visiting, I moved to 
Sudden Valley in March of 2018. 
Since then I have gotten married 
and moved into Bellingham, but 
maintain ownership of my home 
in Sudden Valley.

I have two adult children, a 
German Shepherd named Wally, 
and a black cat named Lani. 

Candidate statement
Sudden Valley is so much more 

than just a neighborhood, it is a 
way of living. Located in the for-
est on the edge of Lake Whatcom 
Sudden Valley is a destination as 
well as a community. Distance 
from the city creates a close knit 
community that turns within in 
times of need. It would be a great 
honor to serve this community as 
a member of the board of direc-
tors.  

Sudden Valley boasts an array 

of exceptional amenities. These 
amenities are not only sources of 
recreation but also pillars of our 
community’s identity. They foster 
a sense of togetherness and pro-
vide opportunities for residents to 
connect.

As a board member, I would 
be dedicated to preserving and 
improving these amenities. This 
includes regular maintenance, 
enhancements, and responsible 
development. We must ensure 
that all residents can access and 
enjoy these assets, creating an in-
clusive and vibrant community.

Since 2018 it has been a prior-
ity for me that Sudden Valley re-
mains well maintained and well 
managed. I personally worked 
with District 40 Representative 
Jeff Morris to have all of the state’s 
pre-existing HOA communities 
removed from 2018’s new law 
known as WUCIOA. The bill that 
was known as HB 1636 was not 
heard and did not pass, but it 

brought a lot of attention to the 
fact that the Sudden Valley board 
of directors had lobbied to have 
WUCIOA  passed.  WUCIOA is the 
law that allows the Board of Di-
rectors of any HOA in WA state to 
set the HOA dues by creating the 
budget, and no vote of the mem-
bership is required. This law has 
brought about the dues increases 
that brought SV’s HOA dues from 
$75 when I purchased in 2018 to 
where they are now. It was then, 
and still is, my belief that mem-
bers of an HOA should have a 
voice when it comes to raising 
the HOA dues. WUCIOA prevents 
this, but it is important that the 
board of directors honors the limit 
of 7% dues increases that was put 
into place after WUCIOA passed. 
It is also important that the board 
of directors listens to community 
members and takes that informa-
tion into account when making 
decisions for the community.  

Respecting homeowner’s dues 

and spending money wisely are 
paramount. Homeowners entrust 
their dues to the board to main-
tain and enhance our communi-
ty, and it is their duty to manage 
these funds diligently. My vision 
includes clear and accountable 
financial practices. We should 
always prioritize the allocation 
of funds towards projects that 
directly benefit our community, 
such as maintenance of ame-
nities, infrastructure improve-
ments, and safety enhancements. 
I am committed to exploring 
cost-effective solutions, seeking 
competitive bids, and rigorously 
reviewing budgets to ensure we 
make the most of every dollar.

It would be my greatest plea-
sure to serve with Tom Redd and 
Joshua Bowens. We share a vision 
that started in 2018 to limit dues 
increases while having a well-
organized, well maintained, safe 
community that cares for all of its 
members.

Mary Stidham: BOD candidate

Oct. 2
League of Women Voters
The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan, grassroots 
organization, will present information on their mission 
to protect and expand voting rights, ensuing everyone is 
represented in our democracy. There will be a presentation 
about LWV, as well as registration for voting on Monday, 
Oct. 2 at 12:45 p.m. Lynden Community/Senior Center is at 
401 Grover St. For more information, call 360-354-2921 or 
email info@lyndencommunitycenter.org.

My name is Jo Jean Kos. I’m running for a position on the Archi-
tectural Control Committee. Currently ACC has two elected members, 
and three appointed members who volunteered to fill seven vacancies.

I’ve owned my home in Sudden Valley since 1988 and have lived 
here since 2000. I’ve served on the ACC for six years starting in 2011, 
the BOD for three years, the Golf Club, and many committees.

I love Sudden Valley and hope that it continues to be the place it has 
been, a place for all community members to live, and enjoy the ameni-
ties available to everyone.

Rob and his wife Cindy moved to Sudden Valley October of 2017, 
after retiring from the Boeing Company.

Most of his career was spent as a quality manager, leading groups of 
inspectors, auditors, process writers, and quality improvement teams.

He loves our community, especially the natural environment and so 
many wonderful neighbors.

After a spinal cord injury in 2020, Rob became an advocate for those 
with disabilities.

He became a board member of the non- profit, The Here and Now 
Project.

He has served Sudden Valley as a Board member, on ACC, Commu-
nications, and most recently, on Nominations and Elections. 

Rob Gibbs: N&E candidate

My wife and I moved to Sudden Valley in 2022 from Tampa, FL after 
13 years driving across country each summer to our condo in the Sun-
rise Community.

I retired from IRS-CID as a Special Agent and a Colonel serving on 
Active Duty, the Florida Army National Guard and the Army Reserves.

I volunteered with the 2022 election and the Sudden Valley 50th An-
niversary Celebration. In February I was appointed to fill a vacancy on 
the ACC.

My goal is to help owners achieve their individual desires while ad-
hering to ACC policies and respecting the natural environment and 
their neighbors.

Pat Zwolenski: ACC candidate

Jo Jean Kos: ACC candidate

Lush of Life

Allied Arts of Whatcom County 
will presents “Lush of Life,” the 
October exhibit of the 2023 
Juried Gallery Series. Open-
ing Reception is from 6-9 p.m. 
Friday, Oct. 6 at Allied Arts, 1418 
Cornwall Ave., Bellingham. “Lush 
of Life” features the work of six 
local artists: Jeff Aspnes, Sam 
Chapman, Liz Cunningham, John 
D’Onofrio, David Lucas and Joy S. 
Olney. Allied Arts is a non-profit 
gallery, all proceeds from sales 
go towards supporting the arts. 
Email gallery@alliedarts.org for 
more information.
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Greg Collins, Owner
Master Electrician

Phone (360) 510-7177
greenheronelect@gmail.com

Contractor LC: GREENHE791PM

Green Heron Elect r ic L  L C
E.V. Chargers Etc!

2023 AGM ELECTIONS

By Sonia Voldt
SVCA Treasurer

Advisory votes allow the mem-
bers to give direct feedback to the 
SVCA Board about matters that 
have the potential to impact dues 
and assessments.

Unlike Measure 1 Budget 
votes, these advisory votes do not 
require the Board of Directors to 
take a specific action.

However, the Board of Direc-
tors will consider the member-
ships’ input on advisory votes as 
part of its deliberative process 
in Capital planning and funding 
decisions on both the Ice Barn and 
the replacement of the 88 wet slip 
docks at the Marina.

The proposed 2024 Budget and 
10-year Capital Plan provides for 
replacing both the Ice Barn and 
the Marina Docks with no dues 
increase or special assessment, 

Through Advisory Votes 1 & 2,  
members have an opportunity 
to either support the proposed 
Budget and planned Ice Barn 
and Dock replacement fund with 
no dues increase, or request the 
Board fund the Ice Barn or Wet 
Slip Docks replacement via a 
Special Assessment, or express a 
desire not to replace the Ice Barn 
or 88 wet slips docks.

Advisory Vote 1: Barn 6, the Ice 
Barn

Although Barn 6 is repairable, 
the years of neglect by previous 
Boards and management have 
made the repair or renovation of 
the existing Ice Barn impractical.

It is simply not cost-efficient. To 
replace the structure, two concep-
tual plans have been developed.

One plan would replace the 
existing with an open-air pavilion, 
and the second concept would 
replace the existing structure with 
an enclosed structure. 

The open-air pavilion has an 
estimated cost of approximately 
$1.1 million. This option has been 
included in the proposed 2024 
Budget and Capital planning and 
will require no dues increase or 
Special Assessment. An enclosed 
structure cost estimate is approxi-
mately $2.4 million. 

Advisory Vote 1 is seeking 
input from the membership to 
determine which of the following 
options you prefer: 

•  Remove the existing structure 
and replace it with an open-air pa-
vilion - no dues increase or special 
assessment required.

•  Remove the existing structure 
and replace it with an enclosed 
structure - would require a spe-
cial assessment of approximately 

$11 per month for 6 years on all 
members.

•  Remove the existing struc-
ture and do not replace - no dues 
increase, or special assessment 
required.

Advisory Vote 2: Marina Wet Slip 
Docks

Although the annual Reserve 
Studies conducted by the SVCA 
over the years have included an 
amount for the replacement of the 
Marina Wet Slip Docks, that esti-
mated replacement amount was 
never updated to consider changing 
codes, regulations, ADA accessibility 
standards, environmental and other 
requirements.

The current Board was made 
aware of this significant discrepancy 
when the same engineering firm that 
worked on the Marina Wet Slip Docks 
in 2017 brought this concern to the 
attention of the Association’s Project 
Manager while on-site addressing the 
replacement of an unpermitted Boat 
Launch Dock.

Unfortunately, while the Fire 
Standpipes installed in 2018 should 
have a useful life of 25 years, the 
docks on which they were installed 
only have an estimated 5 years of 
useful life remaining. So, the cost for 
removal and replacement of the Fire 
Standpipes are now added to the Wet 

Slip Docks Replacement expenses.
If adjustments had been made 

to the Reserve Study and 10-year 
Capital Plan in 2017, the SVCA would 
likely not be looking at increased 
use fees or a Special Assessment to 
fund the replacement of the Marina 
Wet Slip Docks that make up the 88 
wet slips. 

This failure to plan and budget 
long-term means that SVCA has not 
set aside enough funds to completely 
pay for the replacement of the docks 
when they are estimated to be at the 
end of their life in 2029.

Since the docks can be leased 
annually to 88 Members, the 2024 
proposed Budget and 10-year Capital 
Plan provides for users of the wet slip 
docks to pay a $1200 annual Capital 
assessment to pay for a portion of the 
replacement costs.

If use fees are not increased as 
proposed, a special assessment on 
all members would be required to 
pay for the Marina Wet Slips Docks 
replacement.

A third option is to not replace 
the docks, which would allow the 
Association to repurpose that area 
for other uses, such as a swim activ-
ity area for all members. The Board 
is seeking input from the member-
ship to determine which option is 
preferred.

The replacement of the Marina 

Wet Slip Docks is estimated to cost 
approximately $1.9 million. Advi-
sory Vote 2 is seeking input from the 
membership to determine which 
of the following options you prefer 
when the Marina Wet Slip Docks have 
reached the end of their useful life?

•  Beginning in 2024, increase an-
nual wet slip use fees an additional 
$1,200 to provide about one-third of 
the funding required to replace the 
Marina Wet Slip Docks - no dues 
increase, or special assessment 
required.

•  Place a 6-year Special Assess-
ment of approximately $9 per month 
on all members to fund the replace-
ment of the Marina Wet Slip Docks 
- Special Assessment required.

•  Do not replace the Marina Wet 
Slip Docks at the end of their useful 
life - no dues increase or special as-
sessment required.

After the election is concluded 
and the votes are counted, both the 
membership and the Board will see 
the results. So, although the SVCA 
Board is not obligated to act based 
on these votes, your participation 
ensures your voice has been heard 
in a verifiable, documented manner. 

For more information on the 
proposed 2024 Budget and Advisory 
Votes, please attend the Oct. 14 Town 
Hall Meeting starting at 1:30 p.m. in 
the Dance Barn. 

What are advisory votes? Why are they on the ballot?

By Gail Chiarello
Chair, Nominations & Elections

SUDDEN VALLEY — October is the 
month Sudden Valley gears up for its Nov. 4 
Annual General Meeting. Elections will be 
held for the Board of Directors, the Architec-
tural Control Committee, and Nominations & 
Elections. Members will also vote on the 2024 
budget.

UniLect, our third-party election services 
provider, mailed election materials on Sept. 
27. By now, many of us may have received our 
ballots.  

Going forward, here’s what you need to 
know.

Candidate forums
There will be two candidate forums, the 

first from 7-9 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 5, the sec-
ond from 4-5:30 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 14  fol-

lowing a Budget Town Hall from 1:30-3:30 
p.m. Both will be in-person at the Dance 
Barn.

Send us your questions
Nominations & Elections wants to hear 

from the homeowners. Which issues do you 
want the candidates to discuss? Mail your 
suggestions to BODChiarello@suddenvalley.
com.

Members in Good Standing
All members may vote on the budget, 

but you must be a member in good standing 
to vote the entire ballot including voting for 
the candidates. A member in good standing 
is a member current with his/her financial 
obligations to the Valley, primarily dues, but 
these can include fines and penalties. See our 
Bylaws Article I, Section 2(a).

If you are unsure of your status, call SVCA 

Administration at 360-734-6430. Someone 
there can assist you.

Mail your ballot on time
The deadline for receiving ballots is 4:30 

p.m. the Friday before the AGM. If mailing to 
UniLect, their deadline is noon Friday Nov. 3.  
The ballet box in the Valley will be open until 
4:30 p.m.

• If you’re using the UniLect postage-paid 
return envelope, we suggest mailing it no 
later than Oct. 20. Canadians and other out-
of-country members must allow even more 
time. Remember, out-of-country members 
must provide their own postage.

Last year, 76 ballots were received by 
Unilect the Monday following the AGM and 
were not counted. All but one were post-
marked Oct. 31, 2022.

UniLect includes a convenient postage-
paid return envelope in the materials they 

send, but UniLect is in California.
This year, ballots must arrive at Unilect’s 

post office address no later than noon Friday, 
Nov. 3 so they can be collected before staff 
board their afternoon flight to Seattle.   

• Alternatively, drop your ballot in the 
Sudden Valley ballot box located in the club-
house if you’re running late or simply need 
more time to decide how to vote. The box will 
be emptied periodically during election sea-
son, and for the last time on Friday, Nov. 3 at 
4:30 p.m.

• You can also register to vote in person the 
day of the AGM from 9 a.m. until 12:30 p.m.

• We need volunteers to help the day of the 
AGM from 9 a.m. until about 4 p.m. To vol-
unteer, scroll down the left hand column on 
SuddenValley.com to Volunteer Opportuni-
ties. Fill out the form for the N&E Committee. 
Questions may be addressed to BODChiarel-
lo@suddenvalley.com. See you Nov. 4.

Make your vote count: Here’s what you need to know

Oktoberfest general
membership meeting

Oktoberfest general mem-
bership meeting from 6-8 

p.m. at Baker Creek Place, 
1650 Baker Creek Place, Bell-
ingham. Grab your favorite 
Carhartt Lederhosen and join 
your fellow BIAWC mem-
bers as we nominate the 
2024 board of directors. We 
celebrate the evening with an 
Oktoberfest themed dinner: 
sausages, pretzels, potatoes, 
sauerkraut, German beers 
and more. Cost before Oct. 
1 is $15 for member early 
registration, $20 after Oct. 1 
for member registration.
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BEFORE YOU VOTE, CONSIDER:

Come to El Agave to meet all the Candidates for an informal Meet and Greet and ask questions on the following dates:

Monday October 2 @ 7:00 p.m., Sunday October 15 @2:00 p.m., Saturday October 21 @ 5:00 p.m, and (Taco) Tuesday October 24 @ 6:00 p.m.

Remember – Mailed votes go to California, so if you haven’t mailed your ballot by the 20th, we suggest you drop it off at the SV ballot box.

Non-perishable food donations for our Sudden Valley Blessing boxes will gratefully be accepted, and a box will be set up at each Meet and Greet!

Paid for by Concerned Members of Sudden Valley, 2000-125 9 Ave SE Calgary, AB, T2G 0P6

Vote for Change – Vote for Keith and Laurie !

Laurie Robinson: Keith McLean:
- 20-year member and resident - 7-year member and resident
- - Current Chair of the Architectural Control Committee. Raised her family here and has maintained good relationships with

all members - Possesses extensive construction knowledge and experience.
- -
- - Retired construction manager and business owner.

Controller, which is a skill our Board desperately needs

These two candidates offer a wealth of demonstrated, experience that will strengthen our Board now and in the future.

A vote for Laurie and Keith is a vote for:
Knowledgeable Directors of the Sudden Valley Community
Understanding the needs of the community
Support of the Bylaws requirement of a functional Finance Committee. 
Support to re-establish Board committees, Parks & Trails, Emergency Preparedness and Communications
Prioritize expenditures by risk/gain and fund accordingly
Build relationships throughout the community
Fostering a return to improved community communication and input 

decision-making process, not just the 4-member Executive Committee 

Has a substantial and demonstrated work history as a financial

MJD CONSTRUCTION
RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL

LIC #MJOCOCL807BP

SANTIAGO CORREA

360-770-8117
MJDCONSTRUCTION1@HOTMAIL.COM

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING
LANDSCAPING | STONE

TILE INSTALLATION
DRYWALL/TAPING

SIDING | FENCE | ROOFING

Sudden Valley Local!

for budget approval is exclusively 
governed by RCW 64.90.525. RCW 
64.90.525(3) further describes the 
method for SVCA to levy a special 
assessment. It requires SVCA to 
utilize the same process as for a 
budget approval, which means 
that the membership cannot ini-
tiate a special assessment either 
through a special meeting or as a 
motion on the floor of the AGM. 
Rather, the Board must first ap-
prove a revised budget provid-
ing for a special assessment. The 
revised budget must contain the 
information required by RCW 
64.90.525(2) and must be sub-
mitted to the membership for 
ratification. The revised budget 
passes unless 51% of the mem-
bership rejects the revised bud-
get. In 2019, the members passed 
a bylaw amendment to Article III, 
C, Section 19 placing reasonable 
limitations on annual dues and 
assessments increases.

The 2024 Budget Year Level 
III Reserve Study, issued date 
9/12/2023, currently meets the 
requirements of RCW 64.90.550. 
The 2024 Budget Year Level III Re-
serve Study is an annual update 
and does not include a visual site 
inspection. The Association has 
three separate Reserve Studies; 
one (1) for the Capital Repair and 
Replacement Fund (CRRRF), one 
(1) for the Roads Reserve Fund, 
and one (1) for the Mailbox Fund.

Reserve Studies are supple-
mental to the maintenance and 
operating budget of the Associa-
tion. A Reserve Study is a budget-
ing and planning tool that assists 
with long-term capital planning 

by identifying the current sta-
tus of the reserve fund and pro-
vides an equitable funding plan 
to offset ongoing deterioration. 
When created and implemented 
properly, a Reserve Study aids 
the Association in ensuring suf-
ficient funds are available when 
anticipated major common area 
expenditures actually occur.

The 2024 Budget Year Level 
III Reserve Study was performed 
by SmartProperty (Reserve Study 
Professionals). SmartProperty 
used an interest rate of 2% and an 
inflation rate of 4%. SmartProp-
erty is an independent firm not 
affiliated with the SVCA.

The following information 
from the 2024 Budget Year Re-
serve Study is required by law to 
be included in the Budget Mea-
sure.

Special Assessments: The As-
sociation has no special assess-
ments for the budget year 2024.

The starting 2024 Budget Year 
Level III Reserve Study fully fund-
ed balance deficits per unit are 
as follows for the three separate 
funds:

• CRRRF Fund: ($1,914.10) 
deficit per unit 

• Roads Fund: ($1,544.63) def-
icit per unit 

• Mailbox Fund: ($34.15) defi-
cit per unit

The 2024 Budget Year Level III 
Reserve Study is available on the 
SVCA Resident Resources web-
site: http://suddenvalley.com/
residents-resources/

Advisory votes
Advisory votes, unlike binding 

votes on Ballot Measures, do not 
require the Board of Directors to 
take a specific action. The Board 
of Directors will consider the fol-
lowing advisory votes as part of 
its deliberative process in Capital 
planning and funding decisions.

Advisory vote 1
Barn 6, known as Ice Barn

Which of the following op-
tions do you prefer for the 
replacement of Barn 6, also 
known as the Ice Barn? (Choose 
no more than one)

1. Remove the existing struc-
ture and replace it with an open-
air pavilion; this option requires 
no special assessment for fund-
ing.*

2. Remove the existing struc-
ture and replace it with an en-
closed structure; this option 
would require a special assess-
ment of approximately $11 per 
month for 6 years on all mem-
bers.

3. Remove the existing struc-
ture and do not replace; this op-
tion requires no special assess-
ment for funding.

*The 2024 Capital Budget was 
prepared using this option.

Explanation:  It is not cost ef-
fective to repair or renovate the 
existing Ice Barn because of 
County requirements. To replace 
the structure, two conceptual 
plans have been developed: 1) 
remove the existing structure 
and replace with an open-air pa-
vilion; or 2) remove the existing 
structure and replace with an en-
closed structure. 

An open-air pavilion has an 
estimated cost of approximately 
$1.1M; an enclosed structure 

would cost more than double 
that amount, estimated to be ap-
proximately $2.4M. The Board is 
seeking input from the member-
ship to determine which option is 
preferred.

Advisory vote 2
Marina wet slip docks

The replacement of the Ma-
rina Wet Slip Docks is estimated 
to cost approximately $1.9 M; 
which of the following options 
do you prefer for the funding 
of the Marina Wet Slip Docks 
replacement when they have 
reached the end of their useful 
life?

(Choose no more than one)
1. Beginning in 2024, increase 

annual wet slip use fees an ad-
ditional $1,200 to provide about 
one-third of the funding required 
to replace the Marina Wet Slip 
Docks; this option requires no 
special assessment for funding.*

2. Place a 6-year Special As-
sessment of approximately $9 per 
month on all members to fund 
the replacement of the Marina 
Wet Slip Docks.

3. Do not replace the Marina 
Wet Slip Docks at the end of their 

useful life.
*The 2024 Capital Budget was 

prepared using this option.
Explanation: In past years, the 

annual Reserve Study conducted 
by SVCA included an amount for 
the replacement of the Marina 
Wet Slip Docks that did not take 
into account changing codes, 
regulations, ADA accessibil-
ity standards, and environmental 
requirements. This means that 
SVCA has not set aside enough 
funds to completely pay for the 
replacement of the docks when 
they are estimated to be at the 
end of their life in 2029.

Since the docks can be used 
by only a small number of Mem-
bers (there are 88 wet slips), it has 
been proposed that users of the 
docks pay for a portion of the re-
placement costs.

If use fees are not increased as 
proposed, a special assessment 
on all members would be re-
quired to pay for the replacement. 
If the docks are not replaced, the 
Association could repurpose that 
area for other uses.

The Board is seeking input 
from the membership to deter-
mine which option is preferred.

AGM: 2024 Budget Year reserve study
Continued from 2
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Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured
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Call or visit 
your local financial advisor today.

 

Rhea E Booth 
Financial Advisor
12 Bellwether Way 
Suite 106 
Bellingham, WA 98225
360-752-9193

%

%

%

APY*

APY*

APY*

6-month 5.45
1-year 5.50

5.303-month

things up was if you were a part 
of the BOD, as they decide what 
is and isn’t acceptable.

There are three open BOD 
positions this election. I’d like to 
urge each and every one of you 
to consider voting for Joshua 
Bowens, Tom Redd and Mary 
Stidham. I have personally met 
each of these folks.

 I believe all three of them will 
put the membership first, as well 
as listen to our stories. Everyone 
has one and sometimes we need 
someone to listen to it and many 
times solutions become avail-
able.

Joshua and Mary bought their 
homes in Sudden Valley over 
five years ago, Tom bought his 
house back in 1999. They have all 

demonstrated their willingness 
to help ensure Sudden Valley 
stays on course to be one of the 
best places in the country to live, 
and raise a family too.

Please be extra careful as to 
whom you vote for to control our 
money, please vote, it really is 
an important responsibility we 
have.  
Gayle Brightwell
Sudden Valley

Stop Nymphaea 
odorata from 
taking over
Editor,

It was heartwarming to read 
about the 50th anniversary 

celebrations which went off so 
well, and also of all the progress 
that has been made in maintain-
ing Sudden Valley’s facilities and 
beauty.

However, on regular walks 
around Lake Louise, I have felt 
disheartened to observe the 
highly invasive species of lily 
(Nymphaea odorata), once again 
completely take over the north 
end (by condominiums and 
Marigold Drive), and now stretch 
right along the eastern shoreline, 
completely invading the nature 
preserve for wild birds at the op-
posite end.

By high summer, resident wa-
ter birds cannot even swim in an 
area that is specially designated 
as a bird sanctuary.

I understand from our man-
ager that an official application 
has been submitted to the rel-
evant Whatcom water authority 
to rid the lake of this destructive, 
non-native lily.

As we move into fall, the lily’s 
pads and flowers are seasonally 
dying and sinking to the lake 

floor, ready to re-emerge with 
renewed force next spring. My 
concern is that for the third suc-
cessive spring and summer, we 
may possibly, once again, wit-
ness a reinvigorated invasion.  

Can our Board of Directors 
and management please make it 
a high priority to clear Lake Lou-
ise of the bulk of this species?

As we move through fall 
and winter, through advance 
planning and budgeting, can 
they assure us that they will 
be expeditious in securing our 
lake’s freedom from invasion and 
recapturing its health and reflec-
tive beauty for the coming spring 
and summer of 2024?  
Michael Preston
Sudden Valley

‘Proud of’ Sudden 
Valley’s library
Editor,

I couldn’t agree with Alicia 
Jamtaas more. Sudden Valley 

needs the permanent library that 
is now being run superbly by the 
Whatcom Library staff.

Many days I go in to look at 
the newspaper and see a bunch 
of entranced children listening to 
that week’s storytelling.

To see parents bringing chil-
dren to get books out of a library 
takes me back to my early years 
when the world seemed a lot 
simpler and friendlier.

I remember when we were 
serviced by the bookmobile 
which came twice a week and 
had no room for children’s activi-
ties.

I also remember the beautiful 
library that we built and that was 
torn down through no fault of 
our own.

This current building, though 
lacking a room for large meet-
ings, has made itself into a li-
brary that any community could 
be proud of. Let’s make sure 
that we keep it on Sudden Valley 
forever.
K.C. Sulkin
Sudden Valley

Be careful of whom you vote for: Letters to the editor
Continued from 4

By Gail Chiarello
Chair, Nominations & Elections

On July 24, N&E made the decision to 
use the revised 2022 N&E manual to guide 
decisions for this fall’s AGM. 

The revised 2022 version was approved by 
the board on May 11, when voting members 

ratified a consent agenda for the April 27 
board minutes. This sounds a bit convoluted, 
but the outcome was approval of the revised 
2022 Manual.

The committee has since spent con-
siderable time on a further updated 2023 
manual. We foresaw any changes would 
almost certainly require legal review. N&E 

made several requests over the summer to 
include this discussion in a Board agenda 
without success. 

Time is running out. We don’t want to 
slow down preparations for the 2023 election 
while various issues get sorted out, most of 
which relate to scenarios in which Sudden 
Valley runs its own elections without a third 

party vendor. This is not the case for 2023. 
Unilect, a third-party vendor, is under con-
tract to run the 2023 election.

Our previous experience with Unilect 
provides assurance the election will be run 
professionally and with integrity.

Anyone with questions, please email 
BODChiarello@suddenvalley.com.

Nominations and Elections committee to use revised 
2022 manual to guide decisions for this fall’s AGM
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Ads must be 15 words or less. Ad copy must list item price of under $200 as well as contact info. Ad will run free �rst month only.  
Deadline is the 23rd of the month for the following edition. Please email ad copy to: o�ce@suddenvalley.com.

Sudden Valley Swap Meet
FREE classified ads for private party Sudden Valley residents only.

Your FREE ad could be here! 
See above for details.

To place a classified ad, please email 
mitze@lyndentribune.com or call (360) 354-4444.

Deadline: 23rd of each month
Monthly Rates: $15 per column inch

GOOD NEIGHBOR 
GARDENING

October = A Great Month to Plant!
Design/Redesign; Pruning; Clean-Ups;

Curb Appeal and Maintenance For Your Home,
a “For Sale” Home, Second Home, Rental

Check me out on FACEBOOK
Contact Terry 360-671-7369

PRESSURE WASHING & 
DUMP RUNS

 

  
360-312-8409

Pressure Washing of Decks, Rock Work, Driveways, 
Roofs, Gutters, Sidewalks, Houses

Dump Runs/Haul Away of Household & Yard Debris
Call now to set up an appointment!

Landscape Clean Ups • Mowing • Pruning • Excavator Work
Weeding • Landscape Installation • Tree Work • Mulch
Gravel • Dirt • Dump Runs • Pressure Washing • More! 

ELITE LANDSCAPE 
& MINI-EXCAVATION LLC

 

 *ELITELM817BB 360-296-4824
www.EliteLandscapeExcavation.com

LAWN MOWING & 
LANDSCAPING

 

  
CALL or TEXT 360-318-5426

Lawn Mowing, Hedge Trimming, 
Tree Trimming, Tree Removal/Limbing, Yard 
Cleanups, Hardscape Work, Excavation Work. 

Year-Round Maintenance Work!

VACANT LOTS WANTED!
I continually have buyers looking for quality vacant lots
in Sudden Valley. Contact me for a market evaluation.

Greg Paul
360-739-7354
GregPaul@Remax.net

NEW IN BOX Presto 
23 QT Pressure Canner, 
tools, ball quart and pint 
jars, $95. Angela, 805-
368-6535.

• Drywall Repairs • Flood Damage Repairs
• Small Repair Jobs

Licensed & Bonded • Contractor # BELLIH835DF

Call: 360-988-3012

ACC – Architectural Control
Committee
AGM – Annual General Meeting
BOD – Board of Directors
BMP - Best Management Practices
CC&Rs – Covenants, Conditions
& Restrictions
CIP – Capital Improvement Plan
CRRRF – Capital Repair and Re-
placement
Reserve Fund
CTK – Christ the King Church
DNR  - Washington State Depart-
ment of Natural Resources
DOE - Washington State Depart-
ment of Ecology
DRC – Document Review Commit-
tee
EIS - Emergency Information 
System
FTE – Full Time Employees
GIS - Geographic Information 
System

GM – Sudden Valley’s General
Manager
GMA – Growth Management Act
HOA – Homeowner’s Association
LAMIRD - Limited Areas of More 
Intensive Rural Development
LRPC – Long Range Planning Com-
mittee
LWPG – Lake Whatcom Policy 
Group
LWWSD - Lake Whatcom Water & 
Sewer District
MOU – Memorandum of Under-
standing
MPR – Multi-Purpose Room
N&E – Nominations and Elections
NPDES-  National Pollutant Dis-
charge Elimination System
OPS – Operations
PSE - Puget Sound Energy
PUD – Planned Unit Development
RCW - Revised Code of Washington
REC – Parks & Recreation Depart-

ment
RFP – Request for Proposals
RFQ – Request for Qualifications
ROW - Right-of-Way
SGM – Special General Meeting
SOP – Standard Operating Proce-
dure
SVCA – Sudden Valley Community 
Association
UDR – Undesignated Reserves
WCLS - Whatcom County Library 
System
WCOG - Whatcom Council of Gov-
ernments
WCSO – Whatcom County Sheriff’s 
Office
WDFW - Washington State Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife
WTA - Whatcom Transportation 
Authority
WUCIOA – RCW 64.90 – The WA 
Uniform Common Interest Owner-
ship Act 

SV community acronyms

aarighttreeservice.com
aarightlockservice.com

(360) 733-0648
Cont. # AARIG**O66BD

5100 Pacific Highway Ferndale, WA

360-676-1131

Please 
Recycle

this Paper.

Fostering: A livable, inclusive community through service, transparency, stewardship
Continued from 1

• Additional major roadway 
and drainage projects as identi-
fied in the new 10-Year Capital 
Road Plan.

• Exterior refurbishment of 

Barn 8 (Dance Barn) and replace-
ment of covered walkway bridge

• Tennis Court Resurfacing in 
the Recreation Corridor

• Marina Boat Launch Dock 
Replacement

• Various playground ADA im-

provements
We envision Sudden Valley as 

a sustainable and collaborative 
community where natural beau-
ty, recreation, and civic engage-
ment create a sense of belonging 
for its diverse membership.

Our mission is to foster a liv-
able and inclusive community 
through exceptional service, 
transparency, and responsible 
stewardship of our shared re-
sources.

Please review the election ma-

terials and ensure you vote via 
one of the methods outlined at 
the end of this booklet.

We ask you to please support 
the budget and provide us your 
feedback through the advisory 
votes.
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10 Tumbling Water Priced to sell! Great lot in Gate 5, 
Sudden Valley ready for development or investment! Upward 
sloping lot in Tumbling Water.  Area amenities include golf course, 
marina, hiking trails, swimming pool, tennis courts, beaches, 24/7 
security. $18,000

360-733-3700

1200 Lakeway Drive, Unit #2 
Bellingham, WA 98229

www.sunmarkproperties.com
email: sunmarkproperties@msn.com 

John Kelleher
Broker

Jackie Ryan
Designated Broker

Vadim Kotsyuba
Broker

Azam Nader
Broker

TRUST YOUR LOCAL SALES OFFICE!

No smoking of any kind, no drugs. Applicants must have good credit. Application fee - $35 single, $45 married.
SUDDEN VALLEY HOUSES & CONDOS Rental Listings

WE’VE MOVED!
Please visit us at

Build your dream home on this fabulous million dollar view home 
overlooking Drayton Harbor, while also enjoying the views of 
Semiahmoo Resort, White Rock, B.C., and coastal mountains. This 
lot, located in a gated community, has an unobstructed water view 
and abuts a community nature trail. Includes tree survey map. Just 
minutes from the US/Canadian Border. Priced to sell. $299,000

1 Lake Louise Drive #32 Step into your luxurious 
townhouse, in the peaceful Sudden Valley Gate 2. Updated open 
floor plan w/stunning kitchen highlighting all new modern cabinets, 
quartz countertop, large island & stainless-steel appliances. The 
spacious living room maximizes natural sunlight & opens to a nice-
sized deck overlooking the picturesque views & amazing sunsets. 
The master bedroom is a retreat with ample closet space adorned 
w/French doors. New floors, doors, trim, paint, upgraded lighting, 
soaking tub, vanity w/quartz counter. All new plumbing fixtures, 
new water heater & fully insulated one-car garage.  $445,000

1200 Lakeway Drive Space for Lease Great 
commercial building in prime traffic area of Lakeway Drive, close 
to I-5 and major shopping. Building is in very good condition 
with recent upscale interior remodel.  Property also has additional 
parking easement in the south of the building. Traffic count over 
30,000 a day. Call Azam Nader, 360-441-2900.

20 Sparrow Ct. (Gate 2)........................................$109,000
Semiahmoo- 5487 Wood Duck Lp (Bay View Lot).........$299,000

SUDDEN VALLEY VACANT LOTS

NEW LISTING

2 Marigold Dr. Fully remodeled studio condo overlooking Sudden Valley golf course. Water, sewer, 
garbage and gym membership included. Rent $1750

223 Highland Dr. South Hill near WWU 3 bedroom, 2 bath w/high end finishes. Rent $3800
3090 Mt Baker Hwy. Spacious triple wide manufactured home with large 2 bedroom 2 full bath 

plus large living room, dining room and large family room with built-in bar. Rent $2400 
1200 Lakeway Dr. Unit#1 Commercial space for rent. 4 offices with large reception and waiting 

room, lease includes triplenet:  Rent $2200

Are you looking for Stress-free Property Management?
Let us handle your rental with our 38 years of experience!

Primrose
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Delivery available! Order online or call: 

(360) 389-5749
www.petstopinfo.net

Tues.-Sat. 11am-6:30pm, Closed Sun. & Mon.

1941 Lake Whatcom Blvd, Bellingham, 98229

Locally Owned Since 1993

OUT-OF-STATE OR
OUT-OF-COUNTRY

PROPERTY OWNERS 

Protect your vote and ensure 
on-time delivery 

Vote & Mail your Ballot early* 

MAIL-IN BALLOTS 
Must be received no later than

noon Friday, Nov. 3

*Out-of-country owners must provide postage 
on return envelope.

By Taras McCurdie 
Staff Reporter

SUDDEN VALLEY — The 
Sudden Valley Board of Direc-
tors finalized the 2023 ballot and 
election booklet. The board also 
approved contract awards for the 
marina boat launch and shed roof 
replacement at the Sept. 14 meet-
ing.

Elections 
For the Board of Directors, 

candidates include Laurie Robin-
son, Keith McLean, Joshua Bow-
ens, Tom Redd and Mary Stid-
ham. Candidates for ACC are Pat 
Zwolenski and Jo Jean Kos, and 
Rob Gibbs is the unopposed can-
didate for Nominations and Elec-
tions. 

Marina Boat Launch 
Whatcom County approved the 

permit in early August. Once proj-
ect bids were sent to five contrac-
tors, SVCA received three quotes. 

Surowiecki Brothers Construction 
(S.B.C.) was awarded the con-
struction contract. SVCA’s engi-
neering estimate was $210,910.97, 
with S.B.C. having submitted the 
lowest bid at $113,139.48, which 
leaves $97,771.49 to be put back 
into the capital repair and re-
placement reserve fund (CRRRF). 

According to document attach-
ments in the agenda packet, con-
struction will take 15 total work-
days and be completed March 29, 
2024. 

The project description in the 
Hydraulic Project Reproval docu-
ment reads, “Replace existing 
dock in same footprint at Sudden 
Valley Marina. Replacement dock 
to consist of 4-by-22-foot ramp 
connecting to 6-by-20-foot float. 
Ramp to be pre-fabricated alumi-
num or steel with ThruFlow grated 
walkway. Float to be steel trussed 
with vinyl covered flotation. Float 
decking to be ThruFlow grated 
panels. Replacement piles (two) 
to be 10-inch diameter untreated 
steel as shown on attached plans.”

SVCA board member Stu 
Mitchell inquired about the large 
gap between the engineer’s es-
timate and bidder that was con-
tracted to complete the project. 
SVCA General Manager Jo Anne 
Jensen responded saying she 
spoke with PNW Services, Inc.’s 
owner Tyler Andrews, “and he in-
dicated that Surowiecki has done 
several projects recently in this 
area. So, their mobilization costs 
were lower, and that’s because 
they’re used to doing this work. 
They don’t have to retool or think 
too hard about it because they 
have recent experience in this 
area.”

“The other factor that Tyler 
cited as probable reason for why 
their bid was low was because 
they’re doing many similar proj-
ects to this one, instead of buying 
a 20-foot-long pipe to get 3 1/2 ft., 
they probably have that 3 1/2-foot 
pipe leftover. And just because 
they’re doing more work in this 
area, they can be a little more cost 
competitive,” Jensen said. “Of the 

five contractors that were invited 
to bid, two of them were recom-
mended by Ashton Engineering 
and three were chosen by PNW. 
And all of them have excellent 
reputations and are qualified to 
do the work in the area.”

Turf Care Shed
Roof Replacement 

The 40-by 20-foot Turf Care 
Shed, located next to the Turf 
Care Maintained Shop, will have 
its roof replaced. Currently made 
of asphalt shingles, the proposed 
roof to replace it will be made of 
metal as to match what is installed 
on the Area Z Tall Barn. Plywood 
underlayment will also be re-
placed, and new fascia boards will 
be added, all with the purpose of 
preserving the building and ex-
tending its use. 

In mid-August, PNW Services, 
Inc. requested quotes from four 
contractors with only one, Cool 
Runnings Construction, respond-
ing and submitting bids. SVCA’s 
engineer estimate for design and 
construction was $19,021.65, and 
Cool Runnings Construction’s bid 
came in at $17,131.65. SVCA has 
worked with Cool Runnings Con-
struction in the past on projects, 
and they will have five working 
days to complete the project. 

SVCA’s next meeting was Sept. 
28, but it will hold its first regular 
meeting for the month of October 
on the 12th. For more information, 
visit suddenvalley.com. 

-- Contact Taras McCurdie at 
taras@lyndentribune.com.

SVCA updates: Contract awards for dock, shed roof


