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MEMORANDUM
TO: BOARD OF DIRECTORS
DATE: OCTOBER 26, 2022

FROM: RICHARD A. DAVIS II
SETH A. WOOLSON

SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE 
RULING REGARDING TRANSFER FEE
REFUND

 

I. BACKGROUND
SVCA first established a transfer fee in 

2015 at the level of $125.
Effective July 1, 2016, the transfer fee 

was increased to $125 plus % of 0.01% of 
the sales price of the real property.

In October, 2021, the Board rescinded 
that portion of the transfer fee which 
exceeded $125 (effective January 1, 2022) 
and implemented a program to refund that 
portion of the transfer fees that had been 
previously collected.

That refund program is currently 
underway. It is expected that some of the 
transfer fees collected by SVCA will not be 
claimed.

A concern has been expressed in the 
community that any transfer fees which 
are unclaimed will be deemed “abandoned 
property‚“ and subject to custody of the 
State of Washington.

Recently, a third party unilaterally 
contacted the Washington State 
Department of Revenue (DOR) in an effort 
to obtain a ruling which would be binding 
on SVCA as to whether unclaimed transfer 
fees would be considered unclaimed 
property and, therefore, subject to the 
custody of the State of Washington.

We have reviewed the request and 

DOR’s response.
Neither the initial request nor the 

response from DOR  identifies the person 
who submitted the request.

But the Board has informed us that 
the Board did not authorize any SVCA 
representative to seek this opinion.

Binding rulings cannot be obtained by 
a customer or consumer.

They can only be issued to taxpayers 
which, in this case, is SVCA. That did not 
happen here.

II. ISSUES
You have asked us to answer the 

following questions:
1. Since the DOR ruling was not 

requested by SVCA, as the taxpayer, is it 
binding on SVCA?

2. If the ruling is not binding, are 
unclaimed transfer fees presumed 
abandoned and subject to the custody of 
the State?

III. ANALYSIS
A. The DOR Ruling Was Not Sought By 

SVCA and Cannot Be Binding on SVCA.
The DOR website confirms that binding 

rulings can only be issued to the taxpayer 
(business) and not to customers or 
consumers:

Customer/consumer questions
Binding rulings are not issued to 

customers or consumers. However, we 
provide tax assistance on issues of general 
taxability . . . .

Ruling requests
A taxpayer requesting a binding ruling 

must disclose the name of the business, 
provide all pertinent facts, and provide a 
complete and accurate description of the 

planned transaction or business activity. 
The request should state the questions 
the taxpayer wants answered or the 
information the requester is seeking.

When providing a binding ruling, the 
Department uses information from

• The ruling request
• The taxpayer’s website
• Department of Revenue account 

information

The Department may use other relevant 
information to develop the ruling.

The ruling will summarize the 
information used.

***

Informational responses

Informational responses result from 
requests from consumers or from someone 
other than an identified business or their 
hired representative.

Informational responses from the 
Department are not binding on the 
Department or the requestor.

These responses are merely for 
informational purposes.

Here, SVCA (the taxpayer) did not 
request a binding ruling from DOR.

Rather, an unidentified third party 
requested it and received the ruling.

The ruling was not issued to SVCA and, 
in fact, has never been received by SVCA.

We understand SVCA became aware of 
it through social media postings.

In light of the foregoing, we see no 
reason to believe that SVCA is bound by 
the ruling.

We have issued a Public Records Act 
request to DOR to obtain the identity of 
the individual(s) who sought the ruling to 
confirm that it was not an SVCA authorized 
representative.

In the meantime, we have also advised 
DOR that the ruling was requested by 
someone other than the taxpayer (SVCA). 

We expect DOR to confirm that the 
ruling is not a binding ruling as to SVCA.

However, if DOR were to conclude 
otherwise, SVCA has the right to appeal 
the ruling.

B. Any Unclaimed Transfer Fees Likely 
Are Not Presumed to be Abandoned 
Property.

Washington has a Uniform Unclaimed 
Property Act, RCW 63.29 (“Original Act”). 
However, Washington recently adopted 
the Revised Uniform Unclaimed Property 
Act (“Revised Act”), which will go into 
effect on January 1, 2023, and will repeal 
and replace the Original Act. The pertinent 
provisions of the Revised Act are similar to 
the Original Act.

Under the Original Act, “[A]ll intangible 
property, including any income or 
increment derived therefrom, less any 
lawful charges, that is held, issued, or 
owing in the ordinary course of the holder’s 
business and has remained unclaimed 
by the owner for more than three years 
after it became payable or distributable is 
presumed abandoned.“ RCW 63.29.020(1). 
An “owner” means “a person having a legal 
or equitable interest in property subject to 
this chapter ...” RCW 63.29.010(14).

Under the Revised Act, property is pre-
sumed to be abandoned “the earlier of 
three years after the owner first has a right 
to demand the property or the obligation 
to pay or distribute the property arises.” 
S.S.B. 5531, Sec. 201 (14). “Owner” means 
a person that has a legal, beneficial, or eq-
uitable interest in property subject to this 
chapter.” S.S.B. 5531, Sec. 102 (21).

Here, there is no evidence that an 
SVCA member who paid a transfer fee has 
an actual legal, beneficial, or equitable 
interest in the funds paid to SVCA. SVCA 
could terminate the refund program at any 
time.

A member who paid the transfer fee 
could only establish a legal, beneficial, 
or equitable interest by obtaining a court 
ruling that they have an interest in the 
money and ordering SVCA to issue the 
refund.

Further, after the statute of limitations 
has run, a member loses the opportunity 
to make that claim in court. SVCA would 
have the ability to obtain a binding ruling 
from DOR to confirm this advice.

If you have any questions, please let me 
know.

Richard Seth

Department of Revenue ruling regarding transfer fee refunds

The 2022 Sudden Valley Annual General Meeting was held Nov. 5 and the results are here. The final tally goes through a certification process 
scheduled to take place Monday, Nov. 7 at the N&E Certification meeting. The uncertified results are as follows:

N&E Results
Gail Chairello: 784 votes
Two-year term

ACC Results
Daniel Rodriguez: 722 votes
Three-year term

Measure 1: Budget
Shall the SVCA’s 2023 Annual Consolidated 
Budget, which provides for assessment 
revenue of $5,045,864 and non-assessment 
revenue of $1,565,016 (total combined
assessment and non-assessment revenue 
of $6,610,880 be approved or rejected? The 
result of the vote on this measure will be 
determined by CW 64.90.525 which provides 

that the budget is ratified if it is not rejected 
by owners holding a majority of votes in the 
Association.
Approved: 738 votes
Rejected: 297 votes
APPROVED

Measure 2: Bylaw Amendment
Bylaw requiring the member approval of 
the sale of SVCA non-trust properties. The 
result of the vote on this measure will be 
determined by SVCA Bylaws, which provide 
that a bylaw amendment is approved if 2/3 
or more of voting members in good standing 
vote in favor of the measure.

See AGM Results on 4
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Lock Service
• Lock-Outs: Home/Auto/Mailbox

• Car Keys Made

• Mailbox Locks Replaced

Tree Service

(360) 733-0648

AA Right- Steve Kure

• Take Down & Limbing

Serving Sudden Valley for 37 years. Cont. # AARIG**O66BD

See Happenings on 6

The SVCA Board of Directors 
has appointed Jo Anne Jensen 
as the community’s new general 
manager, effective immediately.

Jensen brings significant cre-
dentials to SVCA’s general man-
ager position.  ​AJ Tischleder, 
president of the Sudden Valley 
Community  Association said 
Jensen is “well versed in the 
aspects of organizational man-
agement, community planning, 

project management, and effec-
tive community communica-
tions.”

“In Jensen’s short time with 
Sudden Valley, we’ve all been 
impressed with her profession-
alism, intelligence, and the re-
spectful and thoughtful manner 
in which she approaches each 
situation,” Tischleder said. “So, 
we are extremely happy to an-
nounce Jo Anne Jensen as the 

SVCA’s new general manager.”
Tischleder said the Board 

would like to thank Joel Hever-
ling for his time and work as act-
ing general manager, and for his 
continued guidance and support 
as Jensen transitions into her 
new role.

Outgoing General Manager 
Dan Pike said that with “a mix-
ture of pride, hope and optimism 
that I announce my resignation.”

“We have all witnessed the 
progress that has been made 
over the last several months,” 
Pike said. “With the hiring of Jo 
Anne Jensen, I and the SVCA 
Board, believe the Sudden Val-
ley Community Association’s 
future over the next several years 
has been secured. I leave know-
ing that Sudden Valley is in very 
capable hands. It has been my 
honor to serve this community.”

SVCA hires Jo Anne Jensen as new general manager

By Jo Anne Jensen
SVCA General Manager

In recent weeks, ques-
tions have been raised 
about how the transfer 

fee program works. Spe-
cifically, a ruling from the 
Department of Revenue 
(DOR) has been posted on 
social media that says the 
unreimbursed funds must 

be returned to Washing-
ton State, because they are 
deemed to be abandoned 
property.

This ruling was inappro-
priately obtained and is not 

accurate. For  a complete 
explanation of the situa-
tion, please read the memo 
from Sudden Valley’s legal 
counsel included in this 
month’s Views.

The SVCA is making 
every effort to ensure that 
all additional transfer fees 
originally placed in the 
Capital Reserve Holding 
Account are distributed.

If you have a question 
about this program, please 
email Joel Heverling, fi-
nance director, at  Acct-
Mgr@SuddenValley.com.

Transfer fee refund program update

Sudden Valley Happenings
Due to COVID-19, 
these meeting times, 
dates and locations 
are subject to change 
and can vary from 
meeting to meeting.
Check SuddenValley.
com’s “Committees” 
page to confirm, or 

visit the websites 
listed.

SVCA Committees
Board of Directors 
The Board meets at 7 
p.m. on the second and 
fourth Thursday of each 
month via Zoom.

Architectural Control 
Committee
The ACC is responsible 
for reviewing requests 
to make exterior 
modifications to your 
property. 
These can include 

general landscaping, 
fence requests, building 
an addition, tree 
limbing, and removal 
considerations.
The ACC normally has 
meetings the first and 
third Thursdays of every 
month. One is generally 
scheduled as an AM (9 
a.m.) meeting and one a 
PM (6 p.m.) meeting. 
These meetings currently 
take place via Zoom.

Communications 
Committee 
For 2022, the 
Committee normally 
meets on the third 
Wednesday of each 
month at 5:30 p.m, 
but may change that 
schedule and may have 
additional meetings.
These meetings currently 
take place via Zoom.

BREAKFAST WITH

Santa
Breakfast with

Join us for food, fun,
and holiday cheer!
Sunday, Dec 11, 9–12pm at
the Sudden Valley Welcome Center
Sign up at suddenvalley.com
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Sudden Valley Golf Club

No matter how 

often you play, 

there is a 

membership that 

is right for you!

Buy a 2023 Membership now and get the last 2 months of 2022FREE!

Sudden Valley Golf Club
Golf Program Information

360-734-6435 
or Toll Free 855-506-2219    

 www.suddenvalleygolfcourse.com

  Full Member Privileges
• Unlimited Golf • Unlimited Range Balls • Preferred Tee Times • 
• Handicap Service • Locker Service • Golf Tournaments • 
• Limited Reciprocal Privileges at Area Private Clubs • 
• Golf Shop Discount • Social Events •

Full Membership Rates
Property Owners Annual Monthly Non-Property Owners Annual Monthly
Single $2,000 $170 Single $2,200 $185
Couple $3,000 $250 Couple $3,300 $275
Family of 3+ $3,200 $270 Family of 3+ $3,520 $295
Young Family (children 15 or younger)   Young Family (children 15 or younger) 
After Noon Play $1,400 $120 After Noon Play $1,550 $135
Senior Limited (62 & up, M-F) $1,450 $125 Senior Limited (62 & up, M-F) $1,540 $135
Intermediate (Ages 18 - 28) $1,000 $85 Intermediate (Ages 18 - 28) $1,100 $95
Junior (17 and Younger) $275 $25 Junior (17 and Younger) $325 $28

Associate Membership: Associate members receive three complimentary rounds of golf, 50% off 
all green fees, 50% off range balls, handicap service, a locker, preferred tee times, and may play in all 
Golf Club tournaments and participate in all social events. Cost: $485 / year  -  $41 / mo.

Social Membership: Social members receive two complimentary rounds of golf, 25% off all green fees, 
a locker, preferred tee times and may play in all Golf Club tournaments and participate in all social events. 
Cost: $130 / year ($140 / year with GHIN Handicap Service)

2023 Memberships Are On Sale Now!2023 Memberships Are On Sale Now!2023 Memberships Are On Sale Now!2023 Memberships Are On Sale Now!

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

CLEANING WITH CARE BY MICHELE
Residential, Commercial, Apartments

Michele Hurley
360-306-7078 • Cleaningwithcarebymichele@gmail.com

Ethan Tucker                Tree Care
• HAZARD TREE REMOVAL • PRUNING & Care 
  • Climbing Work/Limbing • Tree Felling & Cutting

    • Brush & Invasive Plant Removal • Fire Safety Clearing

WA lic. #602613769  ISA# PN-5447A Lic#ETHANTT907N7

FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed and Insured 

Please Call 360-298-0903
ethantuckertreecare@gmail.com

Hundreds of families filled 
the Rec Corridor parking lot at 
5 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 29 for Sud-
den Valley’s annual Trunk or 
Treat event.  Attendance was re-
ported to be nearly double that 
of last year. Sudden Valley Rec-
reation staff  greeted princesses, 
goblins, pirates, witches, and 
more - all in search of candy and 
some Halloween spirit during 
the annual Trunk or Treat event. 
The excitement was palpable as 
kids, parents, and other com-
munity members prepared their 
uniquely decorated trunks and 
passed out candy. Halloween 

music topped off the spooky ad-
venture as kids worked their way 
past the trunks to the haunted 

house, photo booth and bever-
age area. (Courtesy photos)

Annual Trunk or Treat a spooktacular success
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President: Andrew Tischleder; Vice President: Joshua Bowens; Secretary: Brian Cope; 

Treasurer: Sonia Voldt; Members: Morgan Libby, Taimi Van de Polder, Sam Shahan; Kanu 
Sharma and Sandi Mitchell; 

ACC Chair: Keith McLean; N&E Chair: Nancy Alyanak

    Sudde n Valley Views is the official publication of the Sudden Valley 
Community Association. Published monthly, it has a circulation of 4,074.

Publisher: Sudden Valley Community Association
Executive Editor: Lynden Tribune and Print Company

Layout and design: Bill Helm, 360-354-4444, bill@lyndentribune.com
Reporter: Leora Watson, 360-354-4444, leora@lyndentribune.com

Advertising Manager: Mitze Kester 360-354-4444, mitze@lyndentribune.com

    The Views is published monthly for a subscription price of $24 per year by the 
Sudden Valley Community Association. 
    POSTMASTER: Please send address changes (Form No. 3579) to Sudden Valley 
Community Association, 4 Clubhouse Circle, Bellingham, WA 98229.
    The acceptance of an ad in the Views does not constitute approval of the Sudden 
Valley Community Association. Comments expressed in the Views are not necessar-
ily the opinions of the SVCA, its officers or Board of Directors, but are solely those 
of the writers. No non-advertising portion of the Views is subject to pre-publication 
review by anyone but the editor.

Sudden Valley
Naturally!

Sudden Valley Views
Sudden Valley Community Association

4 Clubhouse Circle, Bellingham, WA 98229
www.suddenvalley.com

      

Administration Offices: 360-734-6430
Hours: 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. for remote assistance (phone or email), 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. for in-person as-
sistance at the admin office window, Monday through Friday
General Manager: Dan Pike, dan.pike@suddenvalley.com
Technology Administrator: Jon Kaer, jon.kaer@suddenvalley.com, Ext. 204
Accounting Manager: Joel Heverling, CPA, acctmgr@suddenvalley.com, Ext. 212
Accounts Receivable: Gil Martinez, ar@suddenvalley.com, Ext. 214
Accounts Payable: Davey Higashi, ap@suddenvalley.com, Ext. 215
Member Services: Deb Corbett, Ext. 223
Collections Specialist: Angie Huggins, acctclerk@suddenvalley.com, Ext. 243
Recreation Center Front Desk: (360) 366-8450
Director of Golf: Brian Kruhlak, bkruhlak@suddenvalley.com, Ext. 332

DEADLINES

Views • The Sudden Valley Views welcomes letters to 
the editor on topics of current news interest up 
to six times per calendar year 
• Letters of up to 550 words are allowed. 
• The editor will edit for style and libel.

SV Views
P.O. Box 153
Lynden, WA 98264
Fax to: (360) 354-4445
Email: bill@lyndentribune.com

SUBMISSIONS POLICY
The deadline for editorial submissions 
(including letters to the editor) for the 
upcoming issue is the 23rd of each month. 
Editorial items may be submitted to: bill@
lyndentribune.com. For advertising informa-
tion and deadlines, please contact Mitze 
Kester at mitze@lyndentribune.com or call 
360.354.4444.

For: 756 votes (70.26%)
Against: 320 votes (29.74%)
APPROVED

Measure 3: Bylaw Amendment
Shall Article Ili C. Section 2 be amended to require 
member petitions to contain the: (i) purpose of the 
Special

General meeting (SGM); (ii) proposed wording of any 
measures to be submitted to the membership, (ili)
printed name, signature, street address and the lot and 
division number for each signatory; and (iv)
designation of a representative and backup 
representative for the petitioners (both of whom shall 
be SVCA members) and who are authorized to receive 
communications from the Association concerning the 
petition. The result of the vote on this measure will 
be determined by SVCA Bylaws, which provide that a 

bylaw amendment is approved if 2/3 or more of voting 
members in good standing vote in favor of the measure.
For: 758 votes (69.10)
Against: 301 votes (28.42)
APPROVED

For the most up-to-date results, visit https://
suddenvalley.com/2022-agm-election-results-
uncertified.

AGM Results
Continued from 1
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Golf club members in front of the bridge deck. Photo 
above from left, Bonnie Frank, Kerri Larrabee, Kristen 
Frank and Elaine Maki. Photo above at right, utility bridge 
collapsed due to extensive erosion and scour caused 
by the November 2021 flood. The new golf utility bridge 
(Hole 8), top photo. (Sudden Valley photos)

Around the valley
Golf 
utility 
bridge 
is now 
open

After permitting 
delays, the Golf Course 
Eighth-hole Bridge in-
stall was completed in 
mid-October.

The asphalt cart 
path was restored, 
railing installed, and 
storm drainage ad-
dressed.

Working with Sud-
den Valley’s golf direc-
tor, Brian Kruhlak, to 
determine usage and 
load requirements, 
engineers got to work 
designing and permit-
ting the bridge.

The bridge is el-
evated above the 100-
year flood plain.
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Finance 
Committee 
The Finance Committee 
typically meets the third 
Wednesday of the month, 

but may change that 
schedule and may have 
additional meetings.
These meetings currently 
take place via Zoom.

Nominations and 

Elections Committee 
The Nominations 
and Elections (N&E) 
Committee typically 
meets the fourth Monday 
of the month. 
These meetings currently 
take place via Zoom.

Document Review 
Committee
The DRC currently 
does not have a regular 
schedule.
Check the calendar page 
at SuddenValley.com for 
more information.
Long-Range Planning 
Committee 
The LRPC normally 
meets on the last Tuesday 
of the month at 6:00 p.m. 
These meetings currently 
take place via Zoom.

Valley Arts Group 
Meets quarterly from 
10 a.m. to noon at the 
Dance Barn café on 
the second Saturday of 
January,  April, July and 
October.
For more information 

www.DiscoverSuddenValley.com  
360-739-7354

GREG PAUL
• The Top Producer in Unit Sales in Sudden Valley
• Experienced Negotiation Skills
• Strong Online Presence
• Knowledgeable in the

Amenities, Services,
Regulations & Structure
of Sudden Valley

Recently Pended:
- 21 Windward Drive
         $749,900
Recently Sold:
- 3 Wisteria Lane    
        $659,900
- 13 Pinto Creek Lane
         $655,500

  Many New Homes Under Construction  -  Contact Greg Paul For Details!

(360) 223-9297
John.Maurer@movement.comGregPaul@Remax.net

John Maurer, NMLS 487494 
• Down payment grant up to 3% program 
• USDA zero-down mortgages 
• Renovation loans • New construction
• Sudden Valley resident
• 30+ years lending experience

10 AM – 3 PM

@ Sudden Valley Dance Barn
(8 Barn View Dr in Bellingham)

LEARN MORE @ WWW.SUDDENVALLEY.COM

FINANCIALS

New welcome center 
was once valley sales office
In 1976, Sudden Valley sold Area M to Roger Ufkes. The 
agreement stating, in part, the property on which the 
Sun Mark Marketing and Sales office was located “will 
ultimately be used for commercial purposes or (up to 
20 units of multi-family) condominiums in Area M.” The 
Association retained the option to purchase the property 
should it be listed for sale. (Courtesy photo)

Happenings
Continued from 2

visit valleyartsgroup.org.

Sudden Valley 
ALANON 
Group meets on Zoom 
and in person in the 
South Whatcom County 
Library Meeting Room. 

Friday book study group 
from 8:30–9 a.m., then 
group session from 9–10 
a.m.
Visit https://wa-al-anon.
org/locations/sudden-
valley-south-whatcom-
library-building for more 
information.

Sudden Valley AA
Two in person meetings 
per week; Saturday 
9-10 a.m., Tuesday 6-7 
p.m. South Whatcom 
County Library Meeting 
Room. Zoom meetings 
on Thursdays. Email 
suddenvalleyaa@gmail.
com for details.
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Please call for your FREE quote today

FINANCIALS
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Cheska
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THE SUDDEN VALLEY IS SPONSORED BY:

10% OFF Entire Purchase
With Coupon

One coupon per customer. Coupon cannot be combined with any other discounts.

 (360) 389-5749
www.petstopinfo.net/Petstop-Sudden-Valley

Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 11am-7pm, 
Closed Sunday & Monday

1941 Lake Whatcom Blvd, Bellingham, 98229

Locally Owned Since 1993

FINANCIALS

Nov. 17
BTC board meeting
Bellingham Technical College’s November Board 
of Trustees meeting will take place Thursday, 
Nov. 17 from 9–11 a.m. in the College Services 
Board Room, 3028 Lindbergh Ave. The Board 
of Trustees will conduct a study session from 
8-9:30 a.m. for the 2021-22 Annual Review; 
Draft 2022-23 KPI Targets; and the 2023 Stra-
tegic Plan development process. The regular 
meeting will begin at approximately 9:30 a.m. 

Call 360.752.8334 for information. 

Nov. 18-Dec. 24
43rd Annual Allied Arts
Holiday Festival of the Arts
Nov. 18-Dec. 24 at 1411 Railroad Ave., Belling-
ham, Allied Arts 43rd Annual Holiday Festival of 
the Arts is starring more than 100 local artisans 
and craftspeople presenting their holiday good-
ies consisting of one-of-a-kind gifts, specialty 
food and treats, stunning jewelry, and paintings. 

RE/MAX WHATCOM COUNTY

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT THIS HOLIDAY
SEASON AS WE GIVE WARMTH, LOVE & SUPPORT 
TO AREA RESIDENTS IN NEED WITH A DONATION 

OF NEW OR GENTLY-USED CLOTHING. 
ALL AGES, SIZE & GENDER

 
DROP-OFF LOCATIONS ARE RE/MAX SUDDEN VALLEY,

TINO'S, EL AGAVE AND THE SUDDEN VALLEY
COMMUNITY CENTER. 

CALL 360.312 .5151  FOR MORE INFO!

The Mission of Blue Skies for Children is to raise hope and self esteem
by sponsoring enrichment activities and other essentials for homeless,

low-income and foster children in Whatcom & Skagit Counties.

It's Time for Our

NOV 15TH, 2022 - JAN 15TH, 2023

th

DONATIONS 
WILL BENEFIT 
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Dental
Care
for the

Whole
Family

5100 Pacific Highway Ferndale, WA

360-676-1131

FINANCIALS

Fill your weekends with live 
local music, artist demos, and 
workshops. Bring the kids in 
for free and enjoy fun, family 
art projects. Do not miss out 
on this incredible opportunity 
to support our local artists and 
get all your holiday shopping 
done in one go. Festival Hours 
are daily from 10 a.m. until 7 
p.m., closed Thanksgiving and 
at 3 p.m. Dec. 24. 

Nov. 25-Dec. 11
Elf: The Musical 
The Claire Theater, 655 Front 
St., Lynden, invites you to join 
us for some holiday hilarity 
and heart-warming Christ-
mas cheer. Elf: The Musical, 
directed by Tina Miller, will 
play weekends Nov. 25-Dec. 
11. Evening shows at 7:30 p.m. 
on Nov 25-26, Dec 1-2, 8-9; 
matinees at 2 p.m. Nov 26-27, 
Dec 3-4, 10-11. Tickets are $15 
for adults, $13 for seniors and 
students, $11 for children ages 
4-11. No children younger than 
age 4, please. Tickets avail-
able online at TheClaire.org, 
by phone at (360) 354-4425, 
or by email at TheClaireBoxOf-
fice@gmail.com.

Dec. 2-17
Allied Arts: Holiday Festival 
Gallery Showcase
Our annual Holiday Festival of 
the Arts has been a Whatcom 
County tradition for 43 years 
and this year it promises to be 
even bigger. Visit the festival at 
1411 Railroad Ave. and browse 
one-of-a-kind gifts crafted by 
local vendors. Also, for the 

month of December, Allied Arts 
features a selection of holiday 
festival talent at our downtown 
gallery, at 1418 Cornwall Ave., 
Bellingham, to give them a 
chance to exhibit some of their 
larger, higher-end showpieces 
that don’t otherwise make it to 
the holiday festival. The Holi-
day Festival Showcase will take 
place Dec. 2–17.
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MJD CONSTRUCTION
RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL

LIC #MJOCOCL807BP

SANTIAGO CORREA

360-770-8117
MJDCONSTRUCTION1@HOTMAIL.COM

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING
LANDSCAPING | STONE

TILE INSTALLATION
DRYWALL/TAPING

SIDING | FENCE | ROOFING

Sudden Valley Local!

By Karen Hardesty

Did you know that Sudden 
Valley is home to a lot of creative 
people, including a number of 
musicians and artists? As I dis-
covered this for myself, I decided 
I wanted to meet some of them, 
and introduce them to the com-
munity. 

So when I got the chance to 
write an article for the Sudden 
Valley Views, I knew just who I 
wanted to interview: David Vidal, 
a modern day traveling trouba-
dour in our very own neighbor-
hood.

Vidal, a singer-songwriter, 
was one of the first musicians I 
met in person. Right away, I was 
inspired to host my first house 
concert. So in the winter of 2020 
BC (before COVID-19), I invited 
Vidal to come over to try out the 
acoustics in my living room.

I had read a description of 
Vidal’s music that included this 
line, “His haunting and emotion-
al slide guitar playing and honest 
voice are the perfect vehicles for 
storytelling.” (ReverbNation) 

The description was perfect; 
Vidal’s music warmed the winter 
room. The acoustics were great, 
and he generously let me sing 
along with him a bit. We made big 
plans. But then COVID-19 hit us, 
and life got in the way, so I wasn’t 
able to invite you to hear him in 
my home. 

So instead I interviewed him, 
and I’m sharing just a little about 
a man about whom there is so 
much to say.  

Tales of the Wild Frontier – 
Americana music

Any minute now, Vidal’s 10th 
album, Tales of the Wild Frontier 
will be released.

“It’s Americana music, I 
guess,” he told me, when I strug-
gled to find a name for his style. 
“Americana music tells stories 
about who we are and where we 
are.” Sometimes called ‘roots mu-
sic,’ Americana emerged from 
rural regions of our country, and 
incorporates traditional music 
styles including early blues, folk, 
country, rock and even gospel in-
fluences. 

“And unrequited love,” he add-
ed. “That seems to be a theme in 
all kinds of Americana.” 

Box quote: “Just finished lis-
tening to his new CD. I feel like I 
just met Dylan, John Prine, and 

Townes [Van Zandt]. David is that 
good.” Roger Dawson, musician

As an independent artist, Vi-
dal writes and performs his own 
original music, but said it takes 
a team to bring an album about. 
For this new album, his team in-
cluded old friends, family, and a 
new friend - another SV neighbor 
- Joshua Bowens.  

After meeting at a Sudden Val-
ley event, Vidal and Bowens de-
cided to get together to jam. “We 
were just getting together to make 
some music - because that’s what 
we do,” Vidal told me. Though 
their personal music styles were 
different, together they found 
they clicked. They played togeth-
er at the SV Valley Fair in 2021.  

“It was fun,” Vidal said, “but 
I’m always thinking about re-
cording. If it sounds pretty good, 
let’s lay it down and see what 
happens.” 

And, in his words, “the album 
coming together was a pleasant 
surprise – it just rolled along on 
its own energy – that happens 
sometimes.” 

For Vidal, at least. He’s been 
writing songs and playing the gui-
tar since he was a teenager. He’s 
had years of experience a musi-
cian and songwriter, has pro-

duced at least nine albums, and 
has performed in a huge variety 
of venues in the West, Southwest, 
Midwest and the South. 

“For Joshua,” Vidal said, “I 
think it was his first - which is 
great.”

Of course, Bowens is about 
half Vidal’s age, and has a career 
other than music. But Vidal pre-
dicts more recordings in Bowens’ 
future. “He’s a humble guy,” Vidal 
says. “But he’s very talented. He’s 
got a lot of creative talent.” 

Bowens offered some behind-
the-scenes insights into the mak-
ing of the album.

Vidal did all the singing on the 
album, Bowens told me. In addi-
tion to being the primary song-
writer, also played the guitar, the 
percussion, flute, slide whistle, 
organ, and bass. 

“He played many road-worn, 
antique stringed instruments,” 
Bowens said, such as his vintage 
Martin (held together with glue 
and gumption), a lap steel guitar 
from the 1930s, and a parlor gui-
tar from the early `20s.”

“He drummed on a tattered 
old suitcase in some pieces,” 
Bowens said. That suitcase was 
well traveled, and had gone with 
David around the country for 
years, carrying CDs to sell and 
catching tips from listeners. 

“We used a bell from an old 
John Deere alarm clock that had 
belonged to my late grandfather 
on my mom’s side,” Bowens also 
said. “One of the acoustic guitars 
we played was handed down to 
me from my other grandfather on 
my father’s side.” Vidal’s 7-year-
old grandson made one of the 
shakers used for percussion. 

So many stories – one behind 
every instrument it seemed – but 
not enough space to share them 
all.

When Bowens finally got 
around to telling me what he 
contributed, he said his role was 
engineering, mixing, producing, 

and creating the album art. “Oh,” 
he said, “I also played bass, gui-
tar, percussion, piano, and co-
wrote one song.”  

“Working with David changed 
how I look at songwriting; he 
taught me so much without try-
ing. I’m honored to have been 
able to work together on this al-
bum,” Bowens said. It’s no sur-
prise the two have become close 
friends.

But back to Vidal. When he 
was playing slide guitar in my liv-
ing room, back in B.C., he played 
a tune he guessed I might know, 
so I could sing along. He was spot 
on. I remembered “Hang Down 
Your Head, Tom Dooley” and 
“Down in the Valley,” from listen-
ing to my parents’ albums when I 
was a kid. 

Vidal learned those songs 
from listening to his father sing 
them.  

Born in New Mexico, and 
moving to Colorado as a boy, 
Vidal grew up in a musical fam-
ily. He was exposed to a variety 
of genres, learning to play gui-
tar early, developing his unique 
style.

His father played piano and 
guitar, his mother sang along, 
and his three older sisters per-
formed as a trio. 

“They were the ones with the 
talent, I was told,” Vidal said. “I 
was told I’d better stick to sports, 
that I had no “natural talent.” I 
had to chuckle. “But that didn’t 
stop me – it just took the pressure 
off me.” Without expectations, he 
was free to play around with mu-
sic, experiment and find his own 
voice and style. And he did.  

Like a lot of kids in the 1960s, 
Vidal started playing guitar when 
he was in junior high school. But 
unlike many of those kids, by the 
age of 16, he was writing songs 
and performing with local bands 
in the Denver area.  

After graduating high school, 
and some adventures such as rid-

ing freight trains through Mexico 
and hitchhiking much of North 
America, Vidal accepted a posi-
tion with Criterion Music, in Hol-
lywood. 

At Criterion, as a staff writer, 
he soon found his songs being 
placed in major films and televi-
sion shows, including My Cousin 
Vinny, and Friday Night Lights. 

Still writing and performing, 
he toured Europe as the lead 
singer and guitarist with the band 
Village of Odd Waters, and then 
began to focus on his solo career 
- and his family - and became 
known as a traveling troubadour. 

The modern-day troubadour:
“It wasn’t my idea to call my-

self a troubadour,” Vidal said. 
I had been babbling on to him 
about how romantic I found the 
idea of the troubadour of old, 
traveling from town to town, per-
forming songs & stories for food 
and drink and shelter.  

“But the troubadour is not just 
a historic figure,” he said. “It’s 
what I do. And people started 
calling me a troubadour and it 
stuck,” he said.

“I’d stay with old friends or 
new ones, play three or four times 
in a town. You really get to know 
the people, and they get to know 
you,” he said. “I’ve stayed in some 
amazing places, and I’ve stayed 
in hovels. It’s a very humbling 
experience – but also very life af-
firming.” 

Vidal explained that there 
are plenty of places for a trouba-
dour to share Americana music. 
“There’s kind of a triangle from 
New Orleans, up to Nashville, 
over Memphis and back to East-
ern Kansas -- it’s still part of the 
culture there.”

Vidal expands that triangle 
in his travels, performing in his 
home state of New Mexico and 
also in Texas. The names of some 
of the places he’s performed 
seem perfect for an Americana 
theme; The Buckhorn Saloon in 
Piños Altos, NM; Babin’s in Katy, 
TX; and Smoot’s Grocery (actual-
ly a funky bar, according to Vidal) 
in Natchez, Mississippi. 

Though David has played all 
kinds of venues – from small bars 
to festivals, farmer’s markets, the-
aters and coffee houses, his favor-
ite, he said, is the house concert.

“That’s where you get the most 
honest reaction,” he said. 

And his favorite town to play? 
“Natchez, Mississippi,” he said, 
“and Hutchinson, Kansas.”

Having visited Kansas quite a 
few times as a kid, I’m surprised. 
“Why?” I asked. 

“They love me and I love 
them,” he told me. 

I knew Hutchinson, at the in-
tersection of routes 50 and 61, as 
the place where my dad learned 
to fly for the U.S. Navy. I hadn’t 
ever thought of it as a spot for 
Americana music. But it makes 
more sense when I consider that 
‘cowboy’ music is an aspect of 
roots music, and David told me 
that The West influenced much of 
his songwriting.  

“And by ‘The West,’” he said, 
“I’m not talking about the Rocky 
Mountains, but the iconic Fron-
tier West. The iconic image of the 
West, of the prairie,” he contin-
ued, “and buffalo and tee-pees; 
of wagons full of settlers moving 
across the Great Plains; of cow-
boys and cattle trails that ran 
from Texas all the way up North.”  
When he was young, his family 
had a sprawling cattle ranch on 
the NM border with Mexico.

Music as a refuge that can be 
shared

What compels Vidal to create, 
I wondered; where did the songs 
come from?  

David Vidal: A traveling troubadour in our midst
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ACC – Architectural Control
Committee
AGM – Annual General Meeting
BOD – Board of Directors
BMP - Best Management Prac-
tices
CC&Rs – Covenants, Condi-
tions

& Restrictions
CIP – Capital Improvement 
Plan
CRRRF – Capital Repair and Re-
placement
Reserve Fund
CTK – Christ the King Church
DNR  - Washington State De-

partment of Natural Resources
DOE - Washington State De-
partment of Ecology
DRC – Document Review Com-
mittee
EIS - Emergency Information 
System
FTE – Full Time Employees
GIS - Geographic Information 
System
GM – Sudden Valley’s General
Manager
GMA – Growth Management 
Act
HOA – Homeowner’s Associa-
tion
LAMIRD - Limited Areas of 
More Intensive Rural Develop-

ment
LRPC – Long Range Planning 
Committee
LWPG – Lake Whatcom Policy 
Group
LWWSD - Lake Whatcom Water 
& Sewer District
MOU – Memorandum of Un-
derstanding
MPR – Multi-Purpose Room
N&E – Nominations and Elec-
tions
NPDES-  National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System
OPS – Operations
PSE - Puget Sound Energy
PUD – Planned Unit Develop-
ment

RCW - Revised Code of Wash-
ington
REC – Parks & Recreation De-
partment
RFP – Request for Proposals
RFQ – Request for Qualifica-
tions
ROW - Right-of-Way
SGM – Special General Meeting
SOP – Standard Operating Pro-
cedure
SVCA – Sudden Valley Commu-
nity Association
UDR – Undesignated Reserves
WCLS - Whatcom County Li-
brary System
WCOG - Whatcom Council of 
Governments
WCSO – Whatcom County 
Sheriff’s Office
WDFW - Washington State De-
partment of Fish and Wildlife
WTA - Whatcom Transporta-
tion Authority
WUCIOA – RCW 64.90 – The 
WA Uniform Common Interest 
Ownership Act 

To place a classified ad, please email 
mitze@lyndentribune.com or call (360) 354-4444.

Deadline: 23rd of each month
Monthly Rates: $15 per column inch

GOOD NEIGHBOR 
GARDENING

November = A Great Month to Plant!
Design/Redesign; Pruning; Clean-Ups;

Curb Appeal and Maintenance For Your Home,
a “For Sale” Home, Second Home, Rental

Check me out on FACEBOOK
Contact Terry 360-671-7369

LAWN MOWING & 
LANDSCAPING

 

  
CALL or TEXT 360-318-5426

Mowing, Hedge Trimming, Pruning, 
Limbing, Tree Work, Weeding, 
Hauling of Gravel, Mulch & Dirt
Flagstone & Paver Installation

PRESSURE WASHING & 
DUMP RUNS

 

  
360-312-8409

Pressure Washing of Decks, Rock Work, Driveways, 
Roofs, Gutters, Sidewalks, Houses

Dump Runs/Haul Away of Household & Yard Debris
Call now to set up an appointment!

Landscaping Clean Ups • Mowing • Pruning 
Weeding • Landscape Installation • Mulch • Gravel

Dirt • Dump Runs • Pressure Washing • More!

ELITE LANDSCAPE 
& MINI-EXCAVATION LLC

 

 *ELITELM817BB 360-296-4824
www.EliteLandscapeExcavation.com

SVCA acronyms

VACANT LOTS WANTED!
I continually have buyers looking for quality vacant lots
in Sudden Valley. Contact me for a market evaluation.

Greg Paul
360-739-7354
GregPaul@Remax.net

Real Estate Professionals

GetWild@WildFISHwives.com • (360) 303-0240 
Free delivery to Sudden Valley & Geneva! Email to arrange; cash, check or Venmo.

WILD 
SEAFOOD

Email or text to order 
smoked salmon!

Salmon & Halibut expected late fall.

360-527-2334  •  cmillerkw@gmail.com  •  www.hicllc.net

Medicare Open Enrollment Ends Dec. 7
Individual Open Enrollment Ends Jan. 15

Call for your appointment today.

“Creating music,” he said, “is 
about giving in to our muse and 
letting it flow.”

“The music has its own life,” he 
said, “you really have to just get 
out of the way and let it live.” 

“And in letting the muse out, 
we can kind of get lost,” he said. 
“Music for me has always been 
a refuge. Whether I was writing, 
playing around or performing, I 
get lost in the music, lost into the 
music.”  

 “I want my music to have that 
effect on my listeners too,” he told 
me. “I want the music to break 
down some barriers – so they can 
get lost in it, so we can connect 
and find refuge together. 

Vidal’s hope for his listeners 
summons more meaning when 
you realize that he has been living 
with terminal cancer throughout 
the creation of this album. 

I end the interview without 

bringing up Vidal’s health. But 
I’m grateful to his muse for hav-
ing so much to say, and to Vidal 
for music in which we can find 
refuge together.  

That sounds like a beautiful 
refuge.  

Tales of the Wild Frontier will 
be released soon. 

The album will be available 
digitally first, at davidvidalnm.

bandcamp.com , and subse-
quently on major platforms such 
as Apple Music and Spotify. 

You can receive notice of the 
release of the CDs, and obtain in-
formation on ordering, by send-
ing an email to Davidvidalmu-
sic4u@gmail.com.

For more information about 
David’s music, visit www.David-
Vidal.net.

Ongoing
Grief Share Support Group
Grief Share is a support group that meets from 10 
a.m. until noon Saturdays. At Grief Share, you will 
find a warm, caring environment of people who walk 
with you on your journey through grief after losing 
a loved one to death. You will find healing and hope 
for your future. This group meets for 13 consecutive 
weeks in the corner at North County Christ the King 
Church from Aug. 27-Nov. 19. Email sandra.smith@
ncctk.com for more information.
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Situated on .5 acre in the foothills built 
in 2020. Features 3 bds 3 bath + den/
office & bonus room upstairs! 1,964 sq ft 
open concept living w/9ft ceilings. Huge 
custom designer kitchen w/soft close shaker 
cabinets, under cabinet lighting, crown 
moulding & SS appliances. Hardwood/tile 
floors, quartz counters + efficient heat pump 
& A/C. Wood fireplace. $475,000

Single level 3bd 2bath home located in 
desirable neighborhood. Features open 
concept main living, mudroom w/bench, 
custom designer kitchen w/quartz counters, 
large island, black SS appliances, and 
walk-in pantry! Lg primary bdrm suite w/
bath that incl. double vanity & oversized 
walk-in closet. Heating + A/C! Fully 
landscaped, fenced yard. $420,000

SOLD SOLD

Private setting. Beautifully maintained 3 bdrm 
2.5 ba. Living room and dining room with 
2-bdrm upper floor with 1.5 ba, master bdrm 
and office/4th bedroom plus family room 
lower floor. New roof, new Trex decking. 
New windows, new laminate floors. One 
car garage with additional workspace. 
$449,000

Panoramic View of Lake Whatcom with 
assigned boat slip great vacation home or 
permit resident. 2 bedrooms with carport 
and storage. Fully fenced yard. Don’t 
miss this great chance to check this out. 
$369,000

360-733-3700

1200 Lakeway Drive, Unit #2 
Bellingham, WA 98229

www.sunmarkproperties.com
email: sunmarkproperties@msn.com 

John Kelleher
Broker

Jackie Ryan
Designated Broker

Vadim Kotsyuba
Broker

Azam Nader
Broker

20 Sparrow Ct. (Gate 2)........................................$109,000
Semiahmoo- 5487 Wood Duck Lp (Bay View Lot).........$349,000

SUDDEN VALLEY VACANT LOTS

TRUST YOUR LOCAL SALES OFFICE!

No smoking of any kind, no drugs. Applicants must have good credit. Application fee - $35 single, $45 married.

SUDDEN VALLEY HOUSES & CONDOS
Rental Listings

Loft condo on Sudden Valley golf course. Rent $1650
2 bedroom 1.5 bath. Furnished house. Rent $1850 

SOLD

PENDING

WE’VE MOVED!
Please visit us at

Come see us at our new location!
1200 Lakeway Drive, Unite #2, Bellingham

Are you looking for Property Management?
Please call us at 360-733-3700

Freya, 5 1/2

“My daughter would like to 
submit her drawing for Kids 
Views in the Sudden Valley 
Newspaper. It is a picture of 
Lake Louise with the trail 
we walk on, the pipes she 
sees there, and ducks.”

-Caitlin Chamberlin , mom

Know a young member who wants to share their favorite aspects of living 
in Sudden Valley? Whether its a story about their favorite park, trail, 
beach, hobby or if you have a young artist that would like to share their 
art, please submit materials to communications@suddenvalley.com

By Leora Watson
Staff Reporter
 

SUDDEN VALLEY — A Sud-
den Valley community member 
opened the Oct. 27 Board of Di-
rectors meeting public comment 
segment by welcoming Jo Anne 
Jensen, Sudden Valley’s new op-
erations manager. 

“I just want to welcome Jo 
Anne and to say how thrilled I 
am, in the seven years I’ve lived 
here,  a female has not occupied 

that position and I’m thrilled,” 
said the community member. “I 
have every confidence that you’re 
going to put all of your best skills 
into play and really push prog-
ress.” 

Returning from closed ses-
sion, the Board of Directors 
passed unanimously to release 
the attorney memo regarding the 
department of revenue ruling re-
garding the transfer fee refund. 

“The ruling from the Depart-
ment of Revenue was requested 

from a consumer not from the 
Association which means it’s not 
technically a binding ruling,” said 
Board of Directors President An-
drew (A.J.) Tischleder. “The legal 
opinion will go into the details of 
that as well as the details of why 
the funds are not considered 
abandoned unclaimed property.” 

The eight-hole bridge project 
was completed Oct. 17 on bud-
get and the draining components 
were installed Oct. 21, according 
to Jensen during her project up-

date. 
“The clubhouse kitchen repair 

was completed and turned back 
to El Agave on Wednesday, Oct. 
19,” said Jensen. 

The Sudden Valley Board 
approved a capital request for 
$254,657 for the remodel of the 
Area Z maintenance facility. 

“Our records indicate that the 
area z maintenance shop and 
office was constructed about 50 
years ago and it has been identi-
fied as needing improvements to 
address safety concerns as well as 
the functionality of the building,” 
said Jensen. 

The board also approved a 
request for $39,792 to move for-
ward with the design and permit-
ting for the remodel of the barn 
eight. 

“A walkway at the front en-
trance that’s like the covered 
bridge also has a lot of rot and so 
that’ll be completely replaced,” 
said board member Sonia Voldt. 
“So it should have a similar ap-
pearance, this isn’t a whole rede-
sign.”  

Board member Brian Cope 
ended the meeting on a positive 
note. 

“I just want to just say that 
it’s great that this board is doing 
what we said we were going to do 
in last year’s budgeting process,” 
said Cope. “Accomplishing every 
single thing I believe.” 

Oct. 13 Board meeting 
Jensen announced during the 

Oct. 13 Board of Directors meet-
ing that the holiday craft fair is 
scheduled Nov. 19 from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m.

Vendors interested in reserv-
ing a table can fill out a registra-
tion form online or email office@
suddenvalley.com, according to 
Jensen. 

Jensen also announced that 
the welcome center is open from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. but the parking lot 
is open from dawn to dusk seven 
days a week. 

The barn seven foundation re-
moval is complete and came in 
on budget, according to Jensen 
during project updates. 

“The foundation has been 
removed, the site was graded, 
topsoil was installed and hydro-
seeding occurred,” said Jensen. 
“There’s currently a high visibility 
construction fence surrounding 
that grassy cloth and once the 
vegetation has been established 
there, that fencing will be re-
moved.” 

The Sudden Valley board also 
passed the following items on 
Oct. 13: 

• The allocation of $35,596 
from roads reserve for the cold 
spring drainage repair.  

• The allocation of $14,051.91 
from CRRRF to purchase a new 
dump trailer. 

• Approval of a three year con-
tract with Comcast at $1,642.99 
per month to upgrade phone ser-
vices to VOIP and increase the in-
ternet service speeds. 

• To ratify the Executive Com-
mittee’s decision to obligate 
$26,932.80 from CRRRF to foun-
dation restoration for the repair 
of the main pool gutter leak.

-- Leora Watson can be reached 
at leora@lyndentribune.com.

Sudden Valley BOD October meetings
Motions passed; project updates given during both meetings

Dec. 10
Fairhaven Holiday Pop Up Market
Looking for a truly local Christmas gift and live 
music? Join your Fairhaven neighborhood crafts-
people at our holiday pop-up market, from 2-8 
p.m. Dec. 10 at Firehouse Arts and Event Center, 
1314 Harris Ave., Bellingham. Shop tie-dye goods, 
cards and calendars, soaps and candles, hand-dyed 
yarns, jewelry, botanical crafts, prints and lots more 
Fairhaven made gifts. Any questions? email scotta-
petersen@yahoo.com.




