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By Jo Anne Jensen 
SVCA General Manager

SUDDEN VALLEY — Sudden Valley ex-
perienced the first windstorm of the sea-
son on Friday night, Nov. 10. Winds gusted 
to more than 60 miles per hour, blowing 
leaves and branches off the trees and into 
the streets. By early Saturday morning, sev-
eral large trees had fallen, blocking roads.

On early Saturday morning, the mainte-
nance department responded to clear trees 
and limbs from numerous roadways. Staff 
were on site from about 3 a.m. until noon 
Saturday clearing debris from roadways. 
Here is a brief timeline:

• At 2:30 a.m., security notified mainte-
nance of a tree down blocking both lanes of 
Sudden Valley Drive at Indian Ridge Court. 
Maintenance personnel responded and 
had the road open by about 3:30 a.m.

• After clearing Sudden Valley Drive, a 
tree was reported blocking one lane of Polo 
Park Drive at Summer Lane. That tree was 
cleared by about 4 a.m.

• At 5 a.m., security notified Sudden Val-
ley management that a very large tree had 
fallen over the road on Overlake Court. 
Upon evaluation it was determined that 
due to the location a professional tree 
service was needed to safely remove the 
tree. Rawls Tree service was called to assist. 

• From 5 a.m. on, maintenance staff 
cleared trees or large limbs that were block-
ing numerous roadways.

• At about 8 a.m., additional staff report-
ed in to relieve the overnight crew. Staff 
remained on site until noon ensuring all 
roads were passable.

Maintenance will work this week to pick 
up and chip downed branches along the 
roadways. When the large debris has been 
picked up, street sweeping will be sched-
uled.

60-MPH winds hit Sudden Valley

Old new 
faces to 
SVCA board, 
committees
Budget approved, 
replacement options 
for Ice Barn and 
Marina Wet Slip Docks 
confirmed
By Taras McCurdie 
Staff Reporter

SUDDEN VALLEY — The Sudden 
Valley Community Association (SVCA) 
had its elections on Saturday, Nov. 4. 
Below are the uncertified results. 

Board of Directors 
There were five names listed in the 

board of directors race including Laurie 
Robinson, Keith McLean, Joshua Bow-
ens, Tom Redd and Mary Stidham.

Bowens received 563 votes to 
McLean’s 548 and Robinson’s 525; the 
three will serve three-year terms.

Redd who received 515 votes and 
Stidham with 387 did not win a seat.

N&E, ACC
For the Nominations and Elections 

(N&E) committee, Rob Gibbs was un-
contested, receiving 736 votes; he will 
serve a two-year term.

Architectural Control (ACC) com-
mittee candidates included Pat Zwolen-
ski, who received 588 votes, and Jo Jean 
Kos, who received 607. Both will serve 
three-year terms. 

Budget
Also on the ballot was SVCA’s 2024 

annual consolidated budget, which 
was $7,022,391 of assessment and non-
assessment revenue.

Voters approved the budget with 
749 votes to those rejecting it with 191 
votes. 

In an article from the October 2023 
edition of Sudden Valley Views, SVCA 
wrote some of the factors impacting 
next year’s budget included increases 
in insurance costs, compensation and 
benefits, fuel and utility costs along 
with payroll changes and prioritization 
of funding long-term capital improve-
ments and major maintenance and re-
pairs. 

Advisory votes 1 & 2  
Advisory Vote No. 1 provided voters 

with three options on how they pre-
ferred the association replace Barn 6, 
also known as the Ice Barn. 

The first option was to “remove 
the existing structure and replace it 
with an open-air pavilion. This option 
require[d] no special assessment for 
funding.” The majority of voters sup-
ported this option casting 604 votes. The 
second option was to “remove the exist-
ing structure and replace it with an en-
closed structure. This option require[d] 
a special assessment of approximately 

At 2:30 a.m., security notified maintenance of a tree down blocking both 
lanes of Sudden Valley Drive at Indian Ridge Court. Maintenance person-
nel responded and had the road open by about 3:30 a.m. (Photo by Sudden 

Valley Community Association)

See AGM on 7
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H O U S I N G  M A R K E T  U P D A T E S

Recent news may have caught your attention regarding interest rates
hitting 8.03% earlier this month. We understand these headlines can

raise questions and concerns, but we want to reassure you that 
the real estate market in Whatcom and Skagit Counties remains

active and dynamic. 

The Weitzel Home team, drawing from over 47 years of experience
and navigating multiple economic downturns, 

is well-prepared to guide you through this market. 
Our professional opinions of what Buyers and Sellers can do in this

market to best prepare, remains unchanged.

S U D D E N  V A L L E YS U D D E N  V A L L E Y YEAR OVER YEAR
MARKET REPORT

SEPT. 2023

P O W E R E D  B Y  R E / M A X  W H A T C O M  C O .  
&  G L O B A L  R E F E R R A L  G R O U P ,  L L C

MEDIAN SOLD PRICE NEW LISTINGS SOLD YEAR-TO-DATE
$565,000 15

32% Change 
108

14% Change 4% Change 

CURIOUS ABOUT WHAT THIS MEANS FOR YOU AND YOUR NEIGHBOR? 
GIVE US A CALL TODAY TO TALK ABOUT WHAT'S EXPECTED IN SUDDEN VALLEY.

360-312-5151 | wesellsuddenvalley.com

BROUGHT TO YOU BY SUDDEN VALLEY’S #1 REAL ESTATE TEAM

 » A/C » Brakes » Tires/Wheels
 » Electrical Tests & Inspections

Diagnostics » Maintenance 
» Diesel » Hybrid Specialists

 » A/C » Brakes » Tires/Wheels
 » Electrical Tests & Inspections

Diagnostics » Maintenance 
» Diesel » Hybrid Specialists

 » A/C » Brakes » Tires/Wheels
 » Electrical Tests & Inspections

Diagnostics » Maintenance 
» Diesel » Hybrid Specialists

We service most 
makes & models

with a lifetime warranty!

We service most 
makes & models

with a lifetime warranty!

5292 Guide Meridian, Bellingham
360-398-2944

japaneseautocare.com

On Oct. 28, Sudden Valley held its annual Trunk or Treat 
event. There were 16 cars all lined up near the ice barn 
with all different themes. Community members and 
guests came to see the decorations, get a hot drink from 
the café, and have a good time. It was a fun evening for 
everyone. (Morgan Libby/SVCA)

Trunk or Treat in Sudden Valley
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FDI-1867M-A  © 2023 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. AECSPAD

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) e�ective 10/30/2023. CDs o�ered by Edward Jones are bank-issued
and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per
insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact
your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are
subject to interest rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are
sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market
value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the
distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs o�ered through Edward Jones are
issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository
Trust Corp. (DTC).

 

 
 

 
 

Call or visit 
your local financial advisor today.

 

Rhea E Booth 
Financial Advisor
12 Bellwether Way 
Suite 106 
Bellingham, WA 98225
360-752-9193

%

%

%

APY*

APY*

APY*

6-month 5.45
1-year 5.50

5.303-month
Sudden Valley Golf Club

No matter how 

often you play, 

there is a 

membership that 

is right for you!

Buy a 2024 Membership now and get the last 2 months of 2023FREE!

Sudden Valley Golf Club
Golf Program Information

360-734-6435 
or Toll Free 855-506-2219    

 www.suddenvalleygolfcourse.com

  Full Member Privileges
• Unlimited Golf • Unlimited Range Balls • Preferred Tee Times • 

• Handicap Service • Locker Service • Golf Tournaments • 

• Limited Reciprocal Privileges at Area Private Clubs • 

• Golf Shop Discount • Social Events •

Full Membership Rates
Property Owners Annual Monthly Non-Property Owners Annual Monthly
Single $2,200 $185 Single $2,400 $200
Couple $3,300 $275 Couple $3,650 $305
Family of 3+ $3,500 $295 Family of 3+ $3,850 $325
Young Family (children 15 or younger)   Young Family (children 15 or younger) 
After Noon Play $1,550 $130 After Noon Play $1,700 $145
Senior Limited (62 & up, M-F) $1,600 $135 Senior Limited (62 & up, M-F) $1,760 $150
Intermediate (Ages 18 - 28) $1,100 $95 Intermediate (Ages 18 - 28) $1,200 $105
Junior (17 and Younger) $325 $35 Junior (17 and Younger) $360 $40

Associate Membership: Associate members receive three complimentary rounds of golf, 50% off 
all green fees, 50% off range balls, handicap service, a locker, preferred tee times, and may play in all 
Golf Club tournaments and participate in all social events. Cost: $525 / year  -  $45 / mo.

Social Membership: Social members receive two complimentary rounds of golf, 25% off all green fees, 
a locker, preferred tee times and may play in all Golf Club tournaments and participate in all social events. 
Cost: $135 / year ($145 / year with GHIN Handicap Service)

2024 Memberships Are On Sale Now!2024 Memberships Are On Sale Now!2024 Memberships Are On Sale Now!2024 Memberships Are On Sale Now!

MJD CONSTRUCTION
RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL

LIC #MJOCOCL807BP

SANTIAGO CORREA

360-770-8117
MJDCONSTRUCTION1@HOTMAIL.COM

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING
LANDSCAPING | STONE

TILE INSTALLATION
DRYWALL/TAPING

SIDING | FENCE | ROOFING

Sudden Valley Local!

By Jo Anne Jensen
SVCA General Manager

October was a very busy 
month in Sudden Valley. Admin-
istration supported the annual 
election, hosted candidate fo-
rums, a Town Hall meeting, and 
the Annual General Meeting, and 
also held two beloved communi-
ty events: Trunk or Treat and the 
Holiday Market.

Maintenance finalized winter-
ization of our facilities, addressed 
stormwater drainage issues, and 
continued to get ready for snow 
removal.

Recreation focused on sup-
porting an increase in the use of 
the Fitness Center as members 
look for warmer and dryer ways 
to get their exercise.

Golf continues to experience 
record turnout, despite the wors-
ening weather and Turf Care 
worked on keeping the course as 
dry as possible.

Administration
Activity Summary
• Implemented new phone 

system and new networking 
hardware.

• Hosted the Town Hall and 
Annual General Meeting.

• Hosted Trunk or Treat and 
the Holiday Market.

Successes
• New network hardware was 

installed with no downtime.

Planned Work
• Continued work on website
• Execution of computing 

hardware upgrade
• Selection of ticketing system 

software

Accounting
Activity Summary
• Continued routine work 

to maintain monthly financial 
schedule; August financials com-
pleted

• Completed the annual audit 
and tax return.

Successes
• Received a clean audit of 

2022 financials from Larson 
Gross, our external auditing firm

Planned Work
• Begin planning for year-end 

close outs.
• Input approved 2024 budget.

Golf
Activity Summary
• Hosted Winter Series event 

with 140 players.
• Organized US Kids Jr. Tour-

nament with 170 players.
• Managed 48th annual Bell-

ingham Amateur two-day event.
• Coordinated greens aerifi-

cation scheduling and member 
communication.

• Booked a 40-player outing 
for June 2024.

• Promoted Oct. 28 Winter Se-
ries event.

• Completed annual team 
match with Avalon GL.

• Started process for purchas-
ing 10 additional golf carts.

• Prepared golf club annual re-
port and attended annual meet-
ing.

• Met with members regard-
ing charity outing and Director of 
Golf transition.

Successes
• September set another all-

time high for revenue.
• On track for another record 

year of revenue and profit.
• October revenue is still 

strong even with poor weather.

Planned Work
• Promote upcoming Winter 

Series event.
• Promote 2024 memberships.
• Host second winter series 

event.
• Continue the process of re-

booking 2023 outings for 2024.

Turfcare
Activity Summary
•  Fairway aeration ongoing, 

focusing on wet holes.
• Topdressing fairways in 

progress.
• Sprinkler head clearing front 

9 done, back 9 underway.
• Drainage catch-basins ex-

posed during cleaning.
• Snow clearing equipment re-

viewed with SV maintenance.
• Cleanup around Lake Louise 

dam completed.
• Submitted annual State re-

port on dam’s good condition.
• Golf greens aeration com-

pleted despite challenges.
• No. 10 and No. 18 fairway 

aeration and sanding started.
• No. 6/7 pond work nearly fin-

ished; minor cleanup left.

Successes
• Lime application on all put-

ting greens completed.
• Fall maintenance equipment 

repair and maintenance starting 
up.

• It’s a pleasure to work with an 
effective group of individuals that 
care about what they are tasked 
with on a day-to-day basis. It is a 
direct reflection of the conditions 
we’ve been able to produce this 
season.

Planned Work
• Fairway aerating and sand 

topdressing.
•  Extensive drainage flushing 

throughout the course.

Maintenance
Activity Summary
• Addressed 40-plus reported 

drainage issues, resolving most 
and evaluating 17 locations fur-
ther.

• Coordinated mailbox repairs 
on Marigold Drive damaged in 
accident.

• Replaced stop sign at Sudden 
Valley Drive and Indian Ridge 
due to car collision.

• Used vac-trailer for Harbor 
View Drive culvert repair.

• Fixed roof vent stack on Barn 
8 and slot drains at Dance Barn 
entrance.

• Repaired Marina storage 
door and serviced Honda Ele-
ment, fixing rear door leak.

• Removed tree blocking Lou-
ise View Drive and assisted Trunk 
or Treat event electrical needs.

• Maintained SVCA Parks, re-
placing street signs and painting 
stop bars/speed bumps.

• Winterized and covered both 
pools, cleaned roofs of Hole 14 
bathroom and AM/PM Park Pa-
vilion.

• Delivered winter road sand/
salt, organized storage at Area Z.

•  Improved Grandview Lane 
intersection, repaired stop signs 
at various locations.

• Replaced toilet seat in club-
house restroom.

• Conducted trail work on Lit-
tle Strawberry Falls Trail.

Successes
• Backhoe repair is in process 

at NC Machinery.

Planned Work
• Repaired ball joint on our 

loader.
• Installed brine tank, training 

AROUND THE VALLEY

October a busy month for Sudden Valley

See October on 12
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President: Keith McLean; Vice President: Taimi Van De Polder; Secretary: Linda 

Bradley; Treasurer: Laurie Robinson; Members: Joshua Bowens, Sam Shahan, Stu 
Mitchell, Andrew Tischleder and Sonia Voldt.

ACC Chair: TBD; N&E Chair: Rob Gibbs
  

Sudde n Valley Views is the official publication of the Sudden Valley 
Community Association. Published monthly, it has a circulation of 4,074.

Publisher: Sudden Valley Community Association
Executive Editor: Lynden Tribune and Print Company

Layout and design: Bill Helm, 360-354-4444, bill@lyndentribune.com
Reporter: Taras McCurdie, 360-354-4444, taras@lyndentribune.com

Advertising Manager: Mitze Kester 360-354-4444, mitze@lyndentribune.com

    The Views is published monthly for a subscription price of $24 per year by the 
Sudden Valley Community Association. 
    POSTMASTER: Please send address changes (Form No. 3579) to Sudden Valley 
Community Association, 4 Clubhouse Circle, Bellingham, WA 98229.
    The acceptance of an ad in the Views does not constitute approval of the Sudden 
Valley Community Association. Comments expressed in the Views are not necessar-
ily the opinions of the SVCA, its officers or Board of Directors, but are solely those 
of the writers. No non-advertising portion of the Views is subject to pre-publication 
review by anyone but the editor.

Sudden Valley
Naturally!

Sudden Valley Views
Sudden Valley Community Association

4 Clubhouse Circle, Bellingham, WA 98229
www.suddenvalley.com

  
Administration Offices / Member Services are 

in the Welcome Center, just inside the Gate 2 entrance

Hours: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. for remote assistance (phone or email)
9 a.m. - 4 p.m. for in-person assistance, Monday through Friday 

Administration Offices/ Member Services: 360-734-6430
General Manager: JoAnne Jensen, jjensen@suddenvalley.com
Accounting Manager: Joel Heverling, CPA, acctmgr@suddenvalley.com, Ext. 212
Accounts Receivable: Gil Martinez, ar@suddenvalley.com, Ext. 214
Accounts Payable: Davey Higashi, ap@suddenvalley.com, Ext. 215
Collections Specialist: Angie Huggins, acctclerk@suddenvalley.com, Ext. 243
Recreation Center Front Desk: (360) 366-8450
Director of Golf: Brian Kruhlak, bkruhlak@suddenvalley.com, Ext. 332

DEADLINES

Views The Sudden Valley Views welcomes letters to 
the editor submitted by members of the As-
sociation. Topical submissions of current news 
interest may be accepted up to six times per 
calendar year.
Letters of up to 550 words are allowed.
The editor may edit for style and libel.

SV Views
P.O. Box 153
Lynden, WA 98264
Fax to: (360) 354-4445
Email: bill@lyndentribune.com

SUBMISSIONS POLICY
The deadline for editorial submissions (including letters 
to the editor) for the upcoming issue is the 23rd of each 
month. 
Editorial items may be submitted to: bill@lyndentribune.
com. For advertising information and deadlines, please 
contact Mitze Kester at mitze@lyndentribune.com or call 
360.354.4444.

Submitting letters to the editor
The Sudden Valley Views encourages letters to the editor. 
However, submissions must refrain from attacking individuals 

without providing supporting documentation or a rational and 
legally defensible justification.

Letters should be emailed to bill@lyndentribune.com and 
should not exceed 550 words.

Your letter must include your full name, complete address 
and telephone number.

Your address and telephone number will not be printed in the 
newspaper, but will be used for verification by newspaper staff.

Neither unsigned letters nor letters containing personal at-
tacks of a libelous nature will be published.

The Sudden Valley Views reserves the right to edit or refuse 
any letter. All columns and letters on the opinion page are the 
views of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of 
the Sudden Valley Views newspaper.

Submitting 
articles of 
interest

SVCA members are 
encouraged to submit ar-
ticles of interest for inclu-
sion in the Views. Member 
submitted articles should 
focus on areas of interest 
to the Sudden Valley com-
munity.

Opinions, complaints, 
and politicking belong in 
the Letters to the Editor, 
and will not run as a mem-
ber feature article.

Articles promoting 
a vendor’s services, or 
advertisements disguised 
as articles, will not be ac-
cepted. The Views has a 
separate mechanism for 
advertising a business, and 
that is where such infor-
mation should be kept.

However, to provide 
fair and equal access, 
consecutive submissions 
by a member will not be 
permitted.

In other words, mem-
bers who have already had 
an article published may 
not submit an article for 
the following issue.

Uncontrollable dogs
Editor,

The May 2023 Views had an article titled Dog Rules and Regula-
tions at Sudden Valley. The article stated that Sudden Valley is 
identified “as a dog control zone.”

It then included an in-depth description of what that meant. 
One of the items listed in the description was “Uncontrollable dogs 
- Dogs that bark, whine or howl for unreasonable periods or at 
unusual hours or who engage in activity that is disruptive or harm-
ful to neighbors.”

This interested me because in my neighborhood there is a bark-
ing dog that is an uncontrollable dog.

This one dog has prevailed with activity that is disruptive or 
harmful to neighbors for five-plus long years.

The article went on to say, “Dog owners who choose not to fol-
low the rules can be fined; fines are set at $50 for the first violation, 
$75 for the second, and $100 for the third.

Fines can be assessed for subsequent violations at a rate of $200 
per incident.”

Wow, I thought, good news. That might provide incentive to the 
dog owner to curb his dog’s barking.

Finally, the pièce de résistance of the article, said, “If you are 
aware of a dog owner who is not following these rules, you can 
make SVCA aware of the violation by submitting a complaint form.

Administration will then follow up with the owner, without 
identifying the person who submitted the complaint.”

That was great news to me and here’s why. Five years ago sev-
eral complaints/cases were opened by me and another neighbor 
with the Humane Society Animal Control citing the barking dog 
mentioned above.

Long story short, even though we both submitted barking dog 
logs, nothing changed.

The owner was cited for not having licenses for the dogs but 
there was no citation for excessive and late-night-into-morning 
barking.

Thus, there was no incentive for change. My neighbors and I 
have had to endure the noise of that barking dog for five-plus years.

In May, because of the complaint process offered by the SV 
administration, I filed an official complaint form with General 
Manager Jo Anne Jensen. It included copies of all the Humane 
Society case numbers, documents and notes plus articles on how 
to stop a dog from barking and the deleterious health effects and 
stress caused on neighbors by chronic, unwanted dog barking.

Jo Anne listened to my story, sympathized with me and was 
encouraging. I left our meeting feeling very optimistic about finally 
finding a solution.

A week or so later, the dog was still barking. I contacted the GM. 
I was told to call security. I and a neighbor introduced ourselves 
to security, spoke to them about this problem and have called to 
complain several times to no avail. The dog is still barking. The 
neighbors are still stressed. The dog owner seems undaunted and 
unmotivated to make any changes to the dog’s behavior. It is, in 
fact, barking right now at 10:30 p.m.

I have no idea what SV or security have done to correct this 
situation. Why are the neighbors’ rights still being violated? It’s a 
solvable problem.

Why isn’t it being solved? When will the SV administration live 
up to their offer of corrective action? When will they be account-
able for finding a solution?

When will security be accountable for citing the dog owner?
When will the dog owner be held accountable for reining in the 

dog’s barking?
Judy Fey
Sudden Valley

Opinion page ‘came off as biased’
Editor,

In the October 2023 issue of Sudden Valley News, I found it con-
cerning that the opinion page featured three letters to the editor 
promoting candidates Mary Stidham and Tom Redd in the upcom-
ing election, but no letters on the opposing candidates, Laurie 
Robinson and Keith McLean.

Even if no letters were written in favor of the opposing candi-
dates, the representation came off as biased, irresponsible journal-
ism, especially considering the reach of the paper.

While the paper states that “All columns and letters on the opin-
ion page are the views of the authors and do not necessarily reflect 
the views of the Sudden Valley Newspaper,” the opinion on what to 
publish is very much a reflection of the paper.

Promoting one-sided views is shameful and builds distrust.
It’s important to note that the October 2023 issue was my first 

introduction to the candidates and their statements, and at the 
time of this writing I’ve not yet voted.

My observation is completely without bias. 
Jeri Halpine
Sudden Valley

Editor’s note: Opinion pages are supposed to be biased. They 
reflect (promote) the views of the folks who write the letters, the 
folks who write the guest commentaries. Without bias, they would 
be news, which is the purpose of each and every other page in a 
newspaper.
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SOMMER NYTE GREG PAUL
360.739.7354

TRACY
HINOJOSA

360.728.1978

SYDNEY
WEITZEL

206.475.2966

CORBY
WORLINE

360.762.5202

Branch Manager
360.389.1671

THE RIGHT AGENT CAN LEAD THE WAY

CARMEN
ANDREW

360.746.3493

MARY NOE
360.647.4994

TAYSIA
SEILER

360.207.4241

49 LAKE LOUISE DR 
$749,900 • 2,504 SQFT

21 HAWKS HILL PL
$1,050,000 • 3,333 SQFT

17 SANWICK POINT CT
$1,500,000 • 2,968 SQFT

5 SUNDEW CT
$639,900 • 2,195 SQFT

14 SUNFLOWER CIRCLE
$998,500 • 3,029 SQFT LOT

2618 VINING PL
$729,900 • 1,812 SQFT

LAKE VIEWS

500 DARBY DR #113
$405,000 • 1,330 SQFT

9 STRAWBERRY CANYON CT
$450,000 •  1,727 SQFT

17 INLET CIRCLE
$1,099,000 •  2,919 SQFT

PENDING

Call to schedule your
showings today!

re.max/suddenvalley

1937 Lake Whatcom Blvd.,

Bellingham, WA 98229 

A branch office of RE/MAX Whatcom County.
Each office is independently owned and operated.

360-647-5050

 1-888-785-5712

NEW CONSTRUCTION

5100 Pacific Highway Ferndale, WA

360-676-1131

Mondays
Indoor Wheelchair Gangball
Indoor Wheelchair Gangball 
from 4-6 p.m. Mondays in 
the community building at 
Bloedel Donovan Park, 2214 
Electric Ave., Bellingham. Ev-
eryone is welcome. Able bod-
ies can also play. Sport chairs 
and all equipment provided. 
Call Jeff at 360-303-2130 to 
RSVP or for more information.
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Saturday December 9, 2023
9am - 11:30am

Saturday December 9, 2023
9am - 11:30am

4 Clubhouse Circle
(360) 393-3853

will be hosting...

Greg Collins, Owner
Master Electrician

Phone (360) 510-7177
greenheronelect@gmail.com

Contractor LC: GREENHE791PM

Green Heron Elect r ic L  L C
E.V. Chargers Etc!

By Saragrace 
Wyckoff 
Pacific Arts 
Market

S U D D E N 
VALLEY — 
Interested in 
supporting the 
arts, students, 
and local mak-
ers this holi-
day season?

Pacific Arts Market is back and 
in a brand new location. With an 
outside entrance only, between 
the Food Court and JCPenney, 
Pacific Arts Market 2023 will be 
held at the Bellis Fair Mall in 
Bellingham, no longer at Sunset 
Square where it had been held the 
past 10 years.

Enjoy ample free parking, care-
fully curated handmade goods 
and an inclusive vendor vibe. 
Open 10 a.m. until 6 p.m. the first 
three weekends in December.

Also known as PAM, Pacific 
Arts Market has been a holiday 
staple in Bellingham for 27-plus 
years. This year, six Sudden Val-
ley residents, including porcelain 
ceramic artist Tong Holtzinger, 
fiber artist Pat Fisher, painter 

Kristy Carri-
co Smith, silk 
painter Stepha-
nie Strong, au-
thor and painter 
Peggy Sullivan, 
and soap maker 
Saragrace Wyck-
off will share 
their hand-
crafted goods 
alongside 34 

other artisans from Whatcom and 
Skagit counties.

Pacific Arts Market attracts 
vendors who don’t mind putting 
in a little extra effort.

“PAM is a true cooperative,” 
says Chris Sutton, a jeweler and a 
PAM team-member for more than 
25 years. “Pacific Arts Market is a 
community. We all work together 
to create this holiday market ev-
ery year, from cleaning to market-
ing, to designing booth spaces. 
Everyone has a job, and it takes all 
of us to produce a great show.”

Clarence Bob, husband to 
long-time vendor Grace, talked 
about the camaraderie of the 
group.

“What I see with all the ven-
dors here is one happy family,” he 
said. “Everyone is talking to one 

another and I think that goes a 
long way. In my mind, that’s what 
helps bring the people back year-
in, year-out.”

Sudden Valley resident and 
soap maker Saragrace Wyckoff 
said that part of what makes Pa-
cific Arts Market unique “is that 
you get to meet the artists.”

Wyckoff is part of the PAM ad-
min team and runs Good Graces, 
LLC, an essential-oil bath and 
body business.

Entrance into the market is 
free. We have live music playing, 
and customers come back year 
after year to find their favorite 
vendors.

New this year, Whatcom Art 
Guild (WAG) will host a booth at 
Pacific Art Market and give 25% 
of all its proceeds to their Art 
Scholarship Fund. WAG is the 
county’s oldest continuously run 
art group, and its membership is 
open to everyone. At least $1,000 
is given yearly in art scholarships 
for students at Western Washing-
ton University, and this year WAG 
hopes to give even more.

“We are so happy to have been 

invited to participate in Pacific 
Arts Market this year,” says Sud-
den Valley resident and WAG 
representative Stephanie Strong. 
“It’s a great opportunity for our 
members to be able to be part of 
a holiday show and share their art 
with the community. The Pacific 
Arts Market is such a welcoming 
group of vendors, and the loca-
tion is fabulous.”

You can shop with Pacific Arts 
Market at Bellis Fair Mall on the 
following dates: Friday-Sunday, 
Dec. 1-3, 8-10, and 15-17.  Come 
out and meet the artists in their 
element. We look forward to see-
ing you there.

Pacific Arts Market now at Bellis Fair Mall

Stephanie Strong sunflower silk painting, above, will be on display the first three week-
ends in December at this year’s Pacific Arts Market in Bellingham. This year, the annual 
market will be at Bellis Fair Mall. (Photo courtesy Pacific Arts Market)
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network
Part of the

WHATCOMRESOURCES.ORG

WHATCOMRESOURCES.ORG
FIND THE HELP YOU NEED

in Whatcom County

 FOOD
 SHELTER
 CLOTHING
 EMERGENCY
      SERVICES
 CHILD/YOUTH/FAMILY
       SUPPORTS

Real Estate Professionals

Can salmon run in Austin Creek again?
Yes, kokanee salmon can run through Sudden Valley again. Kokanee are sockeye salm-
on that live in fresh water lakes and streams. Lake Whatcom, Smith Creek, and smaller 
creeks just across the lake from Sudden Valley are kokanee habitats. Kokanee look 
like the orangey-pink fish. The picture was taken late 
last fall from a footbridge over one of the creeks cross-
ing Hertz trail along the east bank of Lake Whatcom. In 
the past, kokanee salmon ran in Austin Creek. If Sud-
den Valley makes a few simple habitat improvements 
such as shade to cool the water and reducing excess 
sediment, kokanee salmon could return to Austin Creek 
and Sudden Valley again. (Photo courtesy Nancy Alyanak)

$11 per month for six years on 
all members.” This received 208 
votes. And the third option was 
to “remove the existing structure 
and [without a] replace[ment]. 
This option require[d] no special 
assessment for funding.” This re-
ceived 191 votes.

Association board members 
supported Option No. 1.

From the September 2023 edi-
tion, Sudden Valley Views report-
ed that design would begin next 
year beginning with demolition 
and followed with building. In 
the explanation section provid-
ed by the association published 
in the October 2023 edition, it 
wrote, “It is not cost effective to 
repair or renovate the existing Ice 
Barn because of county require-
ments. To replace the structure, 
two conceptual plans have been 
developed: 1) remove the exist-
ing structure and replace with an 
open-air pavilion; or 2) remove 
the existing structure and replace 
with an enclosed structure. An 
open-air pavilion has an esti-
mated cost of approximately $1.1 
million; an enclosed structure 
would cost more than double that 
amount, estimated to be approxi-
mately $2.4 million.”

Advisory Vote No. 2 also pro-
vided voters with three options 
on how they preferred the associ-
ation replace the Marina Wet Slip 
Docks once they reached their 
end in a few years from now; this 
was estimated to cost about $1.9 
million. 

The first option was to “in-
crease annual wet slip use fees 
an additional $1,200 to provide 
about one-third of the funding re-
quired to replace the Marina Wet 
Slip Docks; this option require[d] 
no special assessment for fund-
ing.” The majority of voters sup-
ported this option casting 634 
votes. The second option was to 
“place a six-year special assess-
ment of approximately $9 per 
month on all members to fund 
the replacement of the Marina 
Wet Slip Docks.” This received 162 
votes. And the third option was to 
not replace the docks at the end 
of their life, and this received 197 
votes. 

In the explanation, the asso-
ciation wrote, “In past years, the 
annual reserve study conducted 
by SVCA included an amount for 

the replacement of the Marina 
Wet Slip Docks that did not take 
into account changing codes, 
regulations, ADA accessibil-
ity standards and environmental 
requirements. This means that 
SVCA has not set aside enough 
funds to completely pay for the 
replacement of the docks when 
they are estimated to be at the 
end of their life in 2029. Since the 
docks can be used by only a small 
number of members (there are 88 
wet slips), it has been proposed 
that users of the docks pay for a 
portion of the replacement costs. 
If use fees are not increased as 
proposed, a special assessment 
on all members would be re-
quired to pay for the replacement. 
If the docks are not replaced, the 
association could repurpose that 
area for other uses.”

Former SVCA treasurer Sonia 
Voldt wrote these advisory votes 
do not require board members to 
take specific action.

However, the public’s input 
through voting gives the board 
direct feedback regarding matters 
that may impact dues and assess-
ments.

She wrote the board will take 
into account members’ input 
through its capital planning and 
funding decisions.

General Manager Jo Anne Jen-
sen posted this on the associa-
tion’s website:

“This past election season 
has been a roller coaster ride of 
comment and emotions. Some 
negative comments were directed 
toward staff and, unfortunately, 
this eroded the trust necessary 
to collaborate effectively. How-
ever, after meeting with the newly 
chosen board President Keith 
McLean, I am pleased to an-
nounce that the issues have been 
resolved, and I am confident that 
the association can move forward 
in a positive direction,” she wrote. 
“I have withdrawn my resigna-
tion, as has Joel Heverling, SVCA’s 
finance director. We look forward 
to working with the new board 
and the community to continue 
the progress made over the past 
year.”

The last meeting of this year 
will be Dec. 7 at 7 p.m.

Visit suddenvalley.com for 
more information. 

-- Contact Taras McCurdie at 
taras@lyndentribune.com.

AGM: Nov. 4 results
Continued from 1
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Contact Mitze for details
360.354.4444

mitze@lyndentribune.com

With thousands of readers picking 
up a copy every month, don’t miss 
out on this opportunity for new 

customers to find you.  

Want to see what 
Advertising in the Views 
can do for your business?

FINANCIALS

GasBuddy, the leading fuel 
savings platform saving North 
American drivers the most mon-
ey on fuel, has released the results 
of its annual Thanksgiving Travel 
Survey, revealing that more 
Americans plan to hit the road for 
the holiday.

Forty-one percent of respon-
dents said they plan to take a road 
trip this year, an 8% increase from 
2022. Additionally, the national 
average price of gas is projected 
to drop to $3.25 per gallon.

Fewer respondents (36%) also 
said their plans were affected 
by high prices this year than last 
year, further demonstrating the 
relief at the pump.

Key findings from GasBuddy’s 
2023 Thanksgiving Travel Survey:

• 19% of respondents said they 
chose not to travel this year be-

cause inflation made fitting travel 
into their budget difficult

• Most (46%) ranked gas pric-
es as the most important factor 
when choosing a pitstop, com-
pared to convenience/location.

• 39% of Americans said they 
are more interested in owning an 
EV than last year

• Of those more interested in 
owning an EV, 18- to 29-year-olds 
saw the most interest (44%)

Drivers this Thanksgiving will 
enjoy much-needed lower prices 
at the pump.

GasBuddy recommends shop-
ping around for the best pric-
es  and finding ways to optimize 
fuel efficiency, such as avoiding 
habits like hard braking, fast 
acceleration, and speeding.

For more information, vis-
it www.gasbuddy.com.

Gas prices continue to fall
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Skye Luke
Asset Advisor

Estate Sales, Move Outs, 
Garbage Collection, Property Clean Ups, 
Vehicle Removal

LukerativeJR@gmail.com“Rain, Snow or Shine Weʼre on the Grind”

360.812.0911
JUNK REMOVAL
UKERATIVEL

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

CLEANING WITH CARE BY MICHELE
Residential, Commercial, Apartments

Michele Hurley
360-306-7078 • Cleaningwithcarebymichele@gmail.com

FINANCIALS

Through Dec. 24
Holiday Festival of the Arts
Allied Arts 44th Annual Holi-
day Festival of the Arts. More 
than 100 local artisans and 
craftspeople presenting their 
holiday goodies; consisting of 
one-of-a-kind gifts, specialty 
food and treats, stunning 
jewelry and paintings. More 
information at alliedarts.org.
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Dental
Care
for the

Whole
Family

360-527-2334  •  cmillerkw@gmail.com  •  www.hicllc.net

Medicare Open Enrollment Ends Dec. 7
Individual Open Enrollment Ends Jan. 15

Call for your appointment today.

FINANCIALS

By Taras McCurdie 
Staff Reporter

Editor’s note: The October edi-
tion of Sudden Valley Views went 
to print before the Sept. 28 and 
Oct. 12 Sudden Valley Commu-

nity Association regular meetings. 
Therefore, information was pub-
lished in the November edition.  

SUDDEN VALLEY — At the 
Sept. 28 meeting, Sudden Valley 
Community Association (SVCA) 

board members discussed re-
pairing the CAT Backhoe 420 E 
and refurbishing Barn 8; fees at 
Sudden Valley Golf Course were 
also approved for 2024. 

According to the documents 
in the agenda packet, a mechanic 
was replacing the heat/defrost 
blower motor on the CAT Back-
hoe 420 E last December when a 
fire occurred inside the cab, re-
sulting in serious fire damage. 

After having it assessed and 
subtracting the insurance de-
ductible and taking into account 
the non-recoverable deprecia-
tion, the repair cost for SVCA is 
around $25,500. 

The piece of equipment has 
been used for road maintenance, 
stormwater conveyance work, 
emergency response and tree 
removal, and it is scheduled to 
be replaced in 2027 with a cost 
around $175,000.

However, a brand-new back-
hoe on the current market costs 
about $150,000, and between 
$65,000-$90,000 for one that’s 
used.

The board determined repair-
ing the current backhoe at this 
time is the appropriate cost-ef-
fective decision.

General Manager Jo Anne Jen-
sen said the association has been 
lucky to operate without it, but 
with winter approaching, they’ll 
need the backhoe to remove fall-
en trees off the road if need be. 
NC Machinery expects two weeks 
to complete the repair. 

Regarding Barn 8, the project 
was brought to the board’s atten-
tion last October to begin design 
and permit work.

In September of this year, the 
design was completed and the 
county approved the permit, 
which means bids will be sent 
out soon with a proposed start 
date of April 2024; construction 
is estimated to take around five 
months.

The board unanimously ap-
proved allocating about $769,000 
from the capital repair and re-
placement reserve fund (CRRRF) 
to moving the project forward to 
bid. 

In a letter to the association 
about construction details, PNW 
Services, Inc.’s owner Tyler An-
drews wrote some of the replace-
ments include the barn’s existing 
HVAC system, its roof to allow for 
better water drainage, existing 
siding and windows and exterior 

doors. An ERV, or energy recovery 
ventilator, will also be installed.

This is not to heat or cool the 
air but rather to create a more 
functional transfer of air through-
out the barn.

Other changes include remod-
eling the upstairs kitchenette and 
adding new cabinets as to make 
room for the ERV system. The 
colors Tavern Taupe and Cajun 
Red were proposed for the barn’s 
outside color, but association 
treasurer Sonia Voldt said for 50 
years the barn has been red, and 
it would be a dramatic change all 
of a sudden to add a brown layer 
to it. But the decision does not 
need to be finalized until April of 
next year anyways. 

Also, golf membership fees are 
slightly increasing for the upcom-
ing year. In 2023, annual mem-
bership fees increased by about 
5.4%, monthly fees by 7.8% and 
daily fees between 5-6%. In 2024, 
the proposed increase for mem-
bership fees is about 5% and daily 
fees less than 7%.

To put these percentages in 
perspective with the daily fees 
for example, if you’re a property 
owner or guest with a member-
ship who wants to play 18 holes 
May-September, Friday-Sunday 
and holidays, the cost in 2023 was 
$62.10 and will soon be $63; for 
non-members it was $69 in 2023 
and will soon be $70.

Visit www.suddenvalleygolf-
course.com/-membership for 
more information on course 
memberships.

Nov. 2 meeting 
On Nov. 2, board members 

approved allocating $15,747 to 

SVCA board approves repairs and fees

See SVCA Board on 12
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Ads must be 15 words or less. Ad copy must list item price of under $200 as well as contact info. Ad will run free �rst month only.  
Deadline is the 23rd of the month for the following edition. Please email ad copy to: o�ce@suddenvalley.com.

Sudden Valley Swap Meet
FREE classified ads for private party Sudden Valley residents only.

Your FREE ad could be here! 
See above for details.

To place a classified ad, please email 
mitze@lyndentribune.com or call (360) 354-4444.

Deadline: 23rd of each month
Monthly Rates: $15 per column inch

GOOD NEIGHBOR 
GARDENING

November = A Great Month to Plant!
Design/Redesign; Pruning; Clean-Ups;

Curb Appeal and Maintenance For Your Home,
a “For Sale” Home, Second Home, Rental

Check me out on FACEBOOK
Contact Terry 360-671-7369

LAWN MOWING & 
LANDSCAPING

 

  
CALL or TEXT 360-318-5426

Lawn Mowing, Hedge Trimming, 
Tree Trimming, Tree Removal/Limbing, Yard 
Cleanups, Hardscape Work, Excavation Work. 

Year-Round Maintenance Work!

Landscape Clean Ups • Mowing • Pruning • Excavator Work
Weeding • Landscape Installation • Tree Work • Mulch
Gravel • Dirt • Dump Runs • Pressure Washing • More! 

ELITE LANDSCAPE 
& MINI-EXCAVATION LLC

 

 *ELITELM817BB 360-296-4824
www.EliteLandscapeExcavation.com

PRESSURE WASHING & 
DUMP RUNS

 

  
360-312-8409

Pressure Washing of Decks, Rock Work, Driveways, 
Roofs, Gutters, Sidewalks, Houses

Dump Runs/Haul Away of Household & Yard Debris
Call now to set up an appointment!

VACANT LOTS WANTED!
I continually have buyers looking for quality vacant lots
in Sudden Valley. Contact me for a market evaluation.

Greg Paul
360-739-7354
GregPaul@Remax.net

HOMELITE ELECTRIC 
LAWN MOWER Model 
UT13218.  Great condition. 
Only used 5 times. $125. 
Email Lintessi@aol.com.

• Drywall Repairs • Flood Damage Repairs
• Small Repair Jobs

Licensed & Bonded • Contractor # BELLIH835DF

Call: 360-988-3012

ACC – Architectural Control
Committee
AGM – Annual General Meet-
ing
BOD – Board of Directors
BMP - Best Management 
Practices
CC&Rs – Covenants, Condi-
tions
& Restrictions
CIP – Capital Improvement 
Plan
CRRRF – Capital Repair and 
Replacement
Reserve Fund
CTK – Christ the King Church
DNR  - Washington State De-
partment of Natural Resources
DOE - Washington State De-
partment of Ecology
DRC – Document Review Com-
mittee
EIS - Emergency Information 
System
FTE – Full Time Employees
GIS - Geographic Information 
System
GM – Sudden Valley’s General
Manager
GMA – Growth Management 
Act
HOA – Homeowner’s Associa-
tion
LAMIRD - Limited Areas of 
More Intensive Rural Develop-
ment
LRPC – Long Range Planning 
Committee
LWPG – Lake Whatcom Policy 
Group

LWWSD - Lake Whatcom Water 
& Sewer District
MOU – Memorandum of Un-
derstanding
MPR – Multi-Purpose Room
N&E – Nominations and Elec-
tions
NPDES-  National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System
OPS – Operations
PSE - Puget Sound Energy
PUD – Planned Unit Develop-
ment
RCW - Revised Code of Wash-
ington
REC – Parks & Recreation De-
partment
RFP – Request for Proposals
RFQ – Request for Qualifica-
tions
ROW - Right-of-Way
SGM – Special General Meeting
SOP – Standard Operating 
Procedure
SVCA – Sudden Valley Commu-
nity Association
UDR – Undesignated Reserves
WCLS - Whatcom County 
Library System
WCOG - Whatcom Council of 
Governments
WCSO – Whatcom County 
Sheriff’s Office
WDFW - Washington State De-
partment of Fish and Wildlife
WTA - Whatcom Transporta-
tion Authority
WUCIOA – RCW 64.90 – The 
WA Uniform Common Interest 
Ownership Act 

SV community 
acronyms

AA Right Lock Service
Lock Outs • Auto & Home

(360) 733-0648
Cont. # AARIG**O66BD

www.DiscoverSuddenValley.com  
360-739-7354

GREG PAUL
• The Top Producer in Unit Sales in Sudden Valley
• Experienced Negotiation Skills
• Strong Online Presence
• Knowledgeable in the

Amenities, Services,
Regulations & Structure
of Sudden Valley

Great Time to 
Consider a New Home!
- High Energy E�ciency
- Heating & Cooling
- Soaring Ceilings
- New Appliances

  Many New Homes Under Construction  -  Contact Greg Paul For Details!

GregPaul@Remax.net
(360) 223-9297
John.Maurer@movement.com

John Maurer, NMLS 487494 
• Down payment grant up to 3% program 
• USDA zero-down mortgages 
• Renovation loans • New construction
• Sudden Valley resident
• 30+ years lending experience

Auto Tires (4) 17’s.
All Season. 345 miles old.

Asking $456 (was $622).
In Sudden Valley.

Call (360) 738-7605.

Dec. 2: Feliz Navidad
Celebrate Feliz Navidad at 3 
p.m. Dec. 2 at St. Paul’s Epis-
copal Church, 2117 Walnut St., 
Bellingham. Join Whatcom 
Chorale for a musical journey 
south of the border. Selec-
tions include the spirited 
“Shepherds’ Dance” by local 
composer Scott Henderson, 
as well as performances by 
tenors Connor Bennion and 
Eric Morgan, guitarist Eli 
Schille-Hudson, and per-
cussionist Kay Reilly. Email 
dakd82@gmail.com for more 
information.

Dec. 3: Advent lessons and carols
At 4 p.m. Dec. 3, St. Brendan’s Anglican Church will present its 10th annual Advent Service of Lessons 
and Carols. Liturgical churches throughout the world observe a season of preparation for Christmas 
called Advent, which begins on the fourth Sunday before Christmas and is marked by calm expecta-
tion and joyful hope. The traditional candlelight service consists of nine scripture lessons anticipating 
the coming of Christ interspersed with musical offerings (vocal, instrumental and choral) and Advent 
hymns. For more information, email AngelaSGarvey@gmail.com.
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10 Tumbling Water Priced to sell! Great lot in Gate 5, 
Sudden Valley ready for development or investment! Upward 
sloping lot in Tumbling Water.  Area amenities include golf course, 
marina, hiking trails, swimming pool, tennis courts, beaches, 24/7 
security. $18,000

360-733-3700

1200 Lakeway Drive, Unit #2 
Bellingham, WA 98229

www.sunmarkproperties.com
email: sunmarkproperties@msn.com 

John Kelleher
Broker

Jackie Ryan
Designated Broker

Vadim Kotsyuba
Broker

Azam Nader
Broker

TRUST YOUR LOCAL SALES OFFICE!

WE’VE MOVED!
Please visit us at

Build your dream home on this fabulous million dollar view home 
overlooking Drayton Harbor, while also enjoying the views of 
Semiahmoo Resort, White Rock, B.C., and coastal mountains. This 
lot, located in a gated community, has an unobstructed water view 
and abuts a community nature trail. Includes tree survey map. Just 
minutes from the US/Canadian Border. Priced to sell. $299,000

1 Lake Louise Drive #32 Step into your luxurious 
townhouse, in the peaceful Sudden Valley Gate 2. Updated open 
floor plan w/stunning kitchen highlighting all new modern cabinets, 
quartz countertop, large island & stainless-steel appliances. The 
spacious living room maximizes natural sunlight & opens to a nice-
sized deck overlooking the picturesque views & amazing sunsets. 
The master bedroom is a retreat with ample closet space adorned 
w/French doors. New floors, doors, trim, paint, upgraded lighting, 
soaking tub, vanity w/quartz counter. All new plumbing fixtures, 
new water heater & fully insulated one-car garage.  $409,000

1200 Lakeway Drive Space for Lease Great 
commercial building in prime traffic area of Lakeway Drive, close 
to I-5 and major shopping. Building is in very good condition 
with recent upscale interior remodel.  Property also has additional 
parking easement in the south of the building. Traffic count over 
30,000 a day. Call Azam Nader, 360-441-2900.

20 Sparrow Ct. (Gate 2)........................................$109,000
Semiahmoo- 5487 Wood Duck Lp (Bay View Lot).........$299,000

SUDDEN VALLEY VACANT LOTS

NEW PRICE
PENDING

Are you looking for Stress-free Property Management?
Let us handle your rental with our 38 years of experience!

No smoking of any kind, no drugs. Applicants must have good credit. Application fee - $35 single, $45 married.

SUDDEN VALLEY HOUSES & CONDOS
Rental Listings

Sudden Valley I bedroom loft condo on the golf course. Available now. Rent $1850
Sudden Valley Studio condo. Rent $1650 

Sorsha
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Delivery available! Order online or call: 

(360) 389-5749
www.petstopinfo.net

Tues.-Sat. 11am-6:30pm, Closed Sun. & Mon.

1941 Lake Whatcom Blvd, Bellingham, 98229

Locally Owned Since 1993

October: A busy month 
for Sudden Valley
Continued from 3

scheduled for 10/30/23.
• Installed studded snow tires 

on machinery.
• Closed Southern Court for 

the season.
• Scheduled repairs for swing 

set chains at Gate 5 Park (pending 
construction completion).

Recreation
Activity Summary
• Deep-cleaned and sanitized 

Sunshine Room.
• Implemented ongoing sani-

tizing of Sunshine Room during 
cold and flu season.

• Organized event storage 
closets in the Dance Barn.

• Implemented Brivo card sys-
tem for waiver information.

• Hired and onboarded new 
employees.

• Updating Community Center 
Handbook.

Successes
• Continued increase in gym 

users.
• Reorganized rec center files

Planned Work
• New youth and adult pro-

gram proposals.
• Increasing safety measures 

around the Community Center.
• Cleaning and organizing the 

downstairs storage rooms.

Marr’s Heating and Air Condi-
tioning for replacing four gas 
heaters as part of the Barn 8 reno-
vation project scheduled for next 
spring.

With the current heaters ap-
proaching the end of their lifecy-
cle and with winter weather set-
tling in, the association believes 
it’s essential to replace the heat-
ers before getting too deep with 

renovation tasks. 
Andgar Mechanical, LLC and 

Barron Heating, both based out 
of Ferndale, along with Lynden 
Sheet Metal Inc. were the other 
three vendors.

Barron and Marr’s were able 
to complete the replacement 
within the desired timeframe, 
and because Barron’s estimate 
was around $22,300 whereas 
Marr’s was about $6,000 less, the 
association decided to contract 

with them. 
Specifics about all the associa-

tion’s agenda items can be found 
at suddenvalley.com.

Visit https://suddenvalley.
com/board for meeting sched-
ules.

Visit www.youtube.com/@
suddenval le ycommunityas-
soc8743 to view past meetings. 

October meeting 
Back in 2019, PNW Services, 

Inc. sent SVCA a cost estimate 
prepared by Carletti Architects 
to build a new maintenance shop 
with a total project cost of around 
$1,564,000.

In October 2022, the sug-
gestion to remodel instead was 
brought to the board’s attention, 
and design and permits were 
approved with a cost of about 
$255,000.

Based on PNW Services, Inc.’s 
Oct. 9, 2023 project scope let-
ter, an extra amount of about 
$229,000 was requested to cover 
the additional project funds re-
quired for construction and over-
sight along with more costs of de-
signing and permitting. 

At the time in 2022, complet-
ing a full remodel was not feasi-
ble unless every part of the build-
ing met code requirements. 

After further examination, ful-
ly remodeling the shop would be 
financially possible, and it would 
cost one-third the price of build-
ing an entirely new shop.

The association concluded 
the approximately $484,000 
($255,000 plus $229,000) was a 
lot less than the original estimate 
of more than $1 million. 

At the Oct. 12 meeting, the 
board approved the approxi-

mately $229,000 from CRRRF 
to move the remodeling of the 
Maintenance Shop forward with 
construction.

Cool Runnings Construction 
in Bellingham will be the contrac-
tor as they were the lowest bidder 
at just more than $388,000.

With the current proposed re-
model, the task is to preserve the 
existing foundation and framing 
while replacing all the other com-
ponents.

Some additions include con-
structing metal siding and a 
metal roof, replacing the HVAC 
system, electrical and plumbing 
and installing new windows and 
doors.

The existing office and bath-
room interior will also be bro-
ken down, and the space will be 
remodeled with new wall cover-
ings, cabinets, painting, flooring 
etc.

The board also approved to 
allocate approximately $16,000 
from CRRRF to buy and install a 
22KW propane Generac genera-
tor.

All work will be completed by 
mid-March 2024. 

-- Contact Taras McCurdie at 
taras@lyndentribune.com.
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