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SVCA Board
approves
new furnace
for Barn 8

By Bill Helm
Editor

SUDDEN VALLEY — In April, Barn
8’s gas furnace that serves its entry-
way and central upstairs area failed
because of a cracked heat exchanger.
Since then it’s been out of service.

On Aug. 14, the Sudden Valley
Board of Directors officially asked
General Manager Michael Bennett to
execute a construction contract with
Marr’s Heating to replace the furnace.

From previously held capital
funds under project 9722-09, the job
is expected to cost $6,661.50.

According to an Aug. 14 memo
from Bennett to the board, the Barn
8 furnace “was identified for replace-
ment in the 2023 Board-approved
Barn 8 Refurbishment Project based
on inspection and recommendation
by Berona Engineers” The task was
included in the reserve-funded proj-
ect scope for 2024.

The memo also states that the
Barn 8 furnace is “one of several
HVAC units scheduled for replace-
ment as part of the broader Barn 8
renovation plan” the board approved
in September 2023. That project al-
located $768,990.90, which includes
$80,000 for complete HVAC replace-
ment work.

“As Barn 8 remains in regular use
year-round and colder months are
approaching, it is necessary to re-
place this specific furnace in advance
of the full construction package to
ensure heat is available for Rec Cen-
ter users,” Bennett wrote in his memo
to the board.

The bid from Marr’s Heating was
close to $1,500 less than runner up
Lynden Sheet Metal for the same fur-
nace, an American Standard 95%.

This expense qualifies under the
previously approved 2023 CRRRF
funding for Project 9722.09, which
includes HVAC replacement costs.
CRRREF stands for Capital Repair and
Replacement Reserve Fund.

As of the Aug. 14 memo, $656,317
remains in the project fund balance,
which Bennett wrote is “more than
sufficient to cover” the proposed cost
of the Barn 8 furnace.

All board members in attendance
voted in favor of the replacement fur-
nace.

WWW.SUDDENVALLEY.COM

Long Range Planning Committee discusses
updated Barn 6 proposal, future of Barn 8

By Rick Asai
The Views

The Long-Range Planning Committee
held a town hall meeting Aug. 27 to pres-
ent its updated proposal for Barn 6 and to
outline potential next steps for Barn 8.

LRPC Committee members also fielded
questions from residents about cost, per-
mitting, and long-term planning.

LRPC Chair Ray Meador opened the
meeting by introducing fellow mem-
bers Rick Asai, Elizabeth Huthert and

Mitch Waterman. He said input from the
first town hall led the committee to shift
course on the Barn 6 site and pursue a new
concept.

Barn 6 enclosed pavilion proposal

The current proposal calls for an en-
closed pavilion on the Barn 6 site, based
on the design included in the 2023 advi-
sory vote. At that time, the pavilion was
estimated to cost $2.17 million.

See LRPConll

Although the Aug. 27 town hall
focused on Barn 6, pictured,
the discussion also included

Barn 8, the community’s
primary gathering space. No
final decision has been made
on Barn 6 or Barn 8. That
decision rests with the Board of

Directors, which will review the

committee’s recommendations.
(Taimi Van de Polder/The Views)

SVCA Board approves funding for
Turf Care Building Remodel project

By Bill Helm
Editor

SUDDEN VALLEY — The Sudden Valley
Board of Directors approved one capital
request and one contract request at their
Aug. 28 meeting.

The capital request authorizes $147,752
from CRRRF — Capital Repair and Replace-
ment Reserve Fund — for construction to
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replace the Clubhouse HVAC 20-ton unit.
The contract request is for $116,785 — also
from CRRRF — to complete the Turf Care
Building Remodel project.

Projects

In an Aug. 28 memo to the SVCA Board,
General Manager Michael Bennett wrote
that on Feb. 22, 2024, the Board approved
CRRRF Capital Code 9724.06 for design
and permitting of the HVAC replacement.
He explained that the design work is com-
plete, and permitting is currently under
final review, but that this capital request is
a change order request to the capital code
that adds additional money for construc-
tion.

“The existing unit has suffered mul-
tiple bearing failures, with a broken shaft
now requiring custom fabrication,” Ben-
nett wrote. “Due to the age of the unit,
replacement parts are unavailable, and
a temporary repair is underway to main-
tain minimal heating until a full replace-

ment can be made”

Bennett wrote a memo to the board on
Aug. 24 that explained the request to fund
the Turf Care project. With approval to
fund, the project will go out to bid, then the
board will award the contract, the memo
states.

Bennett explained in the memo that the
contract award capital request would in-
clude allowances for architect support and
construction management “but this proj-
ectis primarily assumed to be managed by
the Turf Care Superintendent.”

Resignation

Because of an illness in his family, Gen-
eral Manager Michael Bennett tendered
his resignation to the SVCA Board. His last
day will be Dec. 5.

“We have over three months to work on
a successor, and I will be working with the
Board throughout that three month pro-
cess and beyond, if requested to do so,
Bennett told The Views.
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Community standards and the impact of disorderly homes

By Allen Helvajian
The Views

Maintaining a clean
and orderly community
is a shared responsibili-
ty that contributes to the
safety, aesthetic appeal,
and overall property val-
ues for all residents.

To ensure our neigh-
borhood remains a wel-
coming and pleasant
place to live, it is impor-
tant to be aware of the
policies regarding dis-
orderly homes and the
storage of materials on
properties.

The Sudden Valley
Community  Associa-
tion’s (SVCA) policies
clearly define what is
considered a disorderly
home and outline the

regulations for outdoor
storage. SVCA prohib-
its the open storage of
unsightly materials and
conditions on any prop-
erty.

This includes, but is
not limited to:

¢ Junk, trash, debris,
or refuse

 Construction mate-
rials

e Disabled or non-
operative vehicles

e Furniture and ap-
pliances

e Inoperable or Unli-
censed Automobiles

Any such items must
be stored within a fully
enclosed building or be-
hind a fence or screen
that makes them un-
viewable from neigh-
boring properties and

public areas.

Disorderly = homes
have a ripple effect that
extends beyond a single
property. They can re-
duce property values for
the entire neighborhood
by diminishing the visu-
al appeal of our beauti-
ful community. They
can also possibly attract
pests and rodents, pos-
ing a public health risk
and create safety haz-
ards for residents and
visitors.

To maintain com-
pliance, the SVCA has
a clear process for ad-
dressing violations. If a
property is found to be
in violation of the disor-
derly home policy, the
association will issue a
written warning.

If the issue is not re-
solved within the speci-
fied timeframe, a series
of fines may be imposed,
starting with a $100 fine
for the initial violation,
followed by $200 for the
second violation, and
$500 for the third and
subsequent violations.

SVCA can also pur-
sue other actions, in-
cluding legal remedies
and suspending mem-
bership privileges.

By working together
to keep our properties
well-maintained, we
help ensure that Sudden
Valley remains a desir-
able and thriving com-
munity for everyone. We
appreciate your cooper-
ation in upholding these
standards.

The Sudden Valley Community Association prohibits the
open storage of unsightly materials and conditions on
any property. (Courtesy photo)

Sudden Valley announces 2025 fall festivities

By Maxx Robinson
The Views

As the summer winds down
and autumn creeps in, Sudden
Valley is getting ready for a variety
of fall festivities.

From Halloween trunk or
treating to the Annual General
Meeting, here are a few events
to look forward to in the coming
months.

A planting party for the Wel-
come Center’s new garden is be-
ing held at 9 a.m. Oct. 25. If you

love gardening or want to learn
about a variety of native Wash-
ington plant species, this is the
event for you.

All ages are welcome, and no
experience is needed.

Registration for this event is
available on SuddenValley.com
under Volunteer Opportunities
or by calling 360-734-6430.

Also on Oct. 25 is Sudden Val-
ley’s annual Trunk or Treat event.
Trunk or Treat begins at 2 p.m.

Taking place at the Commu-
nity Center parking lot, this popu-

Medicare Open Enrollment begins Oct. 15!
New Whatcom County Plans available

Group of Health Insurance Services, LLC

Your Local Health Insurance Consultants
360-527-2334 « cmillerkw@gmail.com « www.hicllc.net

Specializing in:

« Group and Individual Medical Insurance

» Medicare Health Plans

« Washington Healthplanfinder Registered

e Dental « Vision

Christina Miller
Licensed Agent

lar Halloween celebration sees a
number or residents decorating
their cars and handing out candy.
This event is fun for the whole
family.

Of course, fall is also Sudden
Valley election season. The most
important date to remember
is the Annual General Meeting
(AGM) on Nov. 1. The meeting
begins at 1 p.m. in the Dance Barn
and will include the announce-
ment of the new Board of Direc-
tors and committee members.

Leading up to the AGM are
two candidate forums and a can-
didate meet and greet.

The two candidate forums take
place on Sept. 24 and Oct. 11 at
6:30 p.m. in the Dance Barn. The
candidate meet and greet will be
held on Oct. 26 at 3 p.m., also in
the Dance Barn.

These events are an excellent
opportunity to get to know the
residents running for open Board
of Directors and committee posi-
tions.

SeeFallon7

On Oct. 25 is Sudden Valley’s annual Trunk or Treat event.
Trunk or Treat begins at 2 p.m. (SVCA photo)
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Get up to 3% back on everyday essentials, 2% back
on food and beverages, and 1% on everything else
with the WECU Hive Card.*
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*See Member Rewards Terms and Conditions.
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SV Views

P.O. Box 153

Lynden, WA 98264

Fax to: (360) 354-4445

Email: bill@lyndentribune.com

POLICY

The Sudden Valley Views welcomes letters to
the editor submitted by members of the As-
sociation. Topical submissions of current news
interest may be accepted up to six times per
calendar year.

Letters of up to 550 words are allowed.

The editor may edit for style and libel.

DEADLINES

The deadline for editorial submissions (including letters
to the editor) for the upcoming issue is the 23rd of each
month.

Editorial items may be submitted to: bill@lyndentribune.
com. For advertising information and deadlines, please
contact Mitze Kester at mitze@lyndentribune.com or call
360.354.4444.

Short-term rentals

Editor,

Speaking for myself, I prefer not to have
a purple house next to me, loud obnox-
ious blaring techno (or any) music blaring
at any hours, nor cars on blocks sprout-
ing trees on neighbors’ lawns, haphazard
vehicle parking spilling onto the street,
or driveway garbage piles appearing on
Sunday night awaiting Friday pickup.

That we have enforceable Architectural
Control Committee policies and Rules
and Regulations that prohibit these, and
other non-neighborly behaviors, is one of
the benefits of an HOA.

If the peace of the neighborhood is
disturbed, a member can call security and
file an anonymous complaint.

Security has the authority to observe
and report on those complaints. They may
address specific and timely issues, such
as noise or parking complaints with the
people involved, hopefully resolving such
in a neighborly manner.

Staff has the authority to impose fines
against homeowners when it is deemed
appropriate. Nothing says “let’s commu-
nicate” more effectively than a hit on one’s
pocketbook.

If the offender is a renter, SVCA fines
the owner, who can address the issue with
their tenant.

When it comes to application of the
rules there is no distinction between
homeowner or renter, the rules apply
equally. If a fine is issued, it is the owner
who must pay.

If issued, interest will accrue, more
fines can be added. In my personal ex-
perience, I have witnessed a simple fine
left unresolved that climbed to more than
$10,000, and it was collected.

In the bigger picture I have little care

if the home next to me is owner or renter
occupied.

Ihave areasonable belief that my
neighbors understand, accept and live
within our common community rules and
they in turn expect the same from me.

Enter the post COVID-19 travel addic-
tion world which has given rise to owners
and budget savvy travelers offering/ seek-
ing short term rentals, aka STRs.

Post your house on a web site and you
quickly rent it out for a short duration
(weekend, week, month, etc.). It's a good
financial deal for both the owner and the
traveler.

Many states, cities and unincorporated
counties and independent communi-
ties such as HOAs have also taken notice,
some for different reasons. States, cities,
and counties are separately promulgating
their own requirements, and assigning
(substantial $4 - $5,000) fees.

It's a cash crop where they have neither
the means nor care to enforce.

HOAs located in unincorporated coun-
ty land are also implementing new rules;
requiring owners to register the names
of the STR occupants, require the owner
to communicate the rules, maximum
occupants/vehicles, and provide contact
information should concerns arise.

As HOAs we are responsible for assur-
ing the peaceful enjoyment of the com-
munity by its owners, and should an issue
arise, do not expect the county to act,
expect it from your Association.

Why should we mandate owners pay
the county a fee for which we gain noth-
ing. STRs are not going away, let’s not
drive them underground or make them
members-in-bad-standing.

Rather, let’s be responsible for impacts
to SVCA and govern the process.

Mitch Waterman
Sudden Valley

Submitting letters
to the editor

The Sudden Valley Views encourages letters to the editor.

However, submissions must refrain from attacking individuals without providing

supporting documentation or a rational and legally defensible justification.

Job well done

Editor,

Bravo on a job well done. Making life
jackets available to all boaters and swimmers
is a valuable contribution to SVCA. I noticed
it when taking my dog for a swim.

This is the result of a Boy Scout service
project led by young Jack Anderson who is
striving to earn the coveted Eagle Scout rank.

With help from local Troop 4019, it was
designed, built, and installed perfectly after
gaining approvals. The result is a smart safety
feature for our marina and invaluable man-
agement experiences for these young men
- areal win-win.

Thanks to Jack Anderson for his leader-
ship here.

Jim Robins
Sudden Valley

Let’s meet at the green

Editor,

Imagine the old agricultural Barn 6 gone,
opening up a beautiful view of the commu-
nity garden, golf course and Lake Whatcom.

In its place is a green space ringed by
shade trees with benches and tables, where
folks are enjoying a picnic or cooling down
after a yoga class on the grass.

The renovated Barn 8, now just called
The Barn, is accessible and earthquake-rein-
forced. It even has rooftop solar panels with
battery storage to power a backup generator
as well as heat the pool and sauna.

On The Barn’s lake-facing side, leadership
had the vision to incorporate a modest shel-
tered performance space where both Sud-
den Valley and its South Whatcom Library
partner host live music and an occasional
outdoor family movie night.

Encircling this entire activity corridor —

from the green space, past the playground,
pool, dog park, courts and soccer field — is a
bustling paved loop. The kids are riding bikes
and scooters, new parents are pushing stroll-
ers, folks are in conversation while getting in
their steps.

And this green space happened with no
assessment levy imposed.

Imagine it: Sudden Valley with its own
people’s park, open to all, no SV sticker
required.

Gregg Ramseth
Sudden Drive

So. Whatcom one of bus-
iest medium-sized WCLS
branches

Editor,

In his long-range planning committee
article in the August Views, Rick Asai wrote:
“The library was relocated to the former
Adult Center, now the busiest branch in the
county.

WCLS staff measure two metrics at each
branch — circulation (materials checked
out) and door counts (number of people
coming through the library doors).

South Whatcom is strong in both areas,
but our larger branches in Lynden, Ferndale
and Blaine have more circulation and traffic.

South Whatcom is one of the busiest
medium-sized branches in the Whatcom
County Library System.

Mary Vermillion
Community Relations Manager, WCLS

Editor's note: Rick Asai has read this letter
and regrets the error in his August Views
story.

More letters on page 9

Submitting articles
of interest to the editor

SVCA members are encouraged to submit articles of interest for
inclusion in the Views. Member submitted articles should focus on
areas of interest to the Sudden Valley community.

Opinions, complaints, and politicking belong in the Letters to the

Letters should be emailed to bill@lyndentribune.com and should not exceed 550
words.

Your letter must include your full name, complete address and telephone number.

Your address and telephone number will not be printed in the newspaper, but will
be used for verification by newspaper staff.

Neither unsigned letters nor letters containing personal attacks of a libelous nature
will be published.

The Sudden Valley Views reserves the right to edit or refuse any letter.

All columns and letters on the opinion page are the views of the authors and do not
necessarily reflect the views of the Sudden Valley Views newspaper.

Editor, and will not run as a member feature article.

Articles promoting a vendor’s services, or advertisements dis-
guised as articles, will not be accepted.

The Views has a separate mechanism for advertising a business,
and that is where such information should be kept.

However, to provide fair and equal access, consecutive submis-
sions by a member will not be permitted.

In other words, members who have already had an article pub-
lished may not submit an article for the following issue.
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AROUND THE VALLEY

Summer 1s winding down in Sudden Valley

By Michael Bennett
SVCA General Manager

As the vibrant energy of
summer winds down and we
prepare for a productive fall
season, Sudden Valley remains
active and engaged across all
departments.

Although summer brought
drier-than-average weather —
just 26.07 inches of precipita-
tion year-to-date compared to
32.60 inches in 2024, our teams
have maintained momen-
tum in delivering community
events, infrastructure projects,
and essential services.

The Stage One Burn Ban is-
sued earlier this summer by the
South Whatcom Fire Authority
remains in effect and triggers
SVCA'’s automatic burn ban.

Please remember:

e Only enclosed cooking
fires using gas or charcoal are
allowed.

e All recreational fires and
open flames are prohibited,
even if permitted elsewhere in
Whatcom County.

e Violations may result in
$250 fines for first offense and
$500 for repeat violations.

Thank you for your contin-
ued cooperation in safeguard-

ing our forested community
during this and every fire sea-
son.

Community events
and recreation

« Valley Fair 2025 was a great
success thanks to the com-
bined efforts of Maintenance,
Recreation, and community
volunteers.

e Trunk or Treat, Holiday
Market & Tree Lighting plan-
ning is well underway. Vendor
applications are open, with
strong early interest.

« The Main Pool will close for
the season on Sept. 2, following
a successful summer.

Lifeguard training and in-
spections were completed in
August, and Marina enforce-
ment activities are underway.

o Facility improvements in-
clude new rental forms, updat-
ed signage, and staff training
to ensure excellent service and
safety moving into fall.

Golf and Turfcare highlights

e Hosted the Building In-
dustry Association of Whatcom
County (BIAWC), Aslan Brew-
ery, and Men’s Invitational
(124 players), the Mid-Summer
Best Ball, and the Bucks & Does

Dental

Care
for the

Whole
Family

events.

e« Wrapped up the Ladies
Club Championship.

e Preparations are now un-
derway for the 50th Annual
Bellingham Amateur in late
September.

Turfcare team achievements

e Completed major irriga-
tion mainline repairs on holes
No. 5 and No. 12.

e Performed Verti-cutting,
overseeding, and topdressing
to maintain course quality.

¢ Addressed a sanitary sewer
overflow near Hole #15 in coor-
dination with LWWSD.

e Trained new staff and
maintained consistent condi-
tioning throughout the busy
tournament season.

Maintenance and Facilities

e Completed installation of
crosswalk and signage on Mari-
gold Drive and finished tree re-
movals, road repairs, and paint-
ing across the community.

« Repaired or replaced criti-
cal assets including ADA lifts,
playground equipment, signs,
lights, and building access
locks.

e Cleaned vandalized areas
and completed refurbishment

projects at the Clubhouse and
Welcome Center.

e The department is now
fully staffed and making prog-
ress on deferred maintenance,
including pool winterization,
pothole repair, park upgrades,
and RV storage improvements.

Elections and Budget season

As we approach the fall An-
nual General Meeting and Bud-
get (AGM) season, please take
note of the following important
dates:

2025 Board and Committee
Candidate forums: Tuesday,
Sept. 24 and Friday, Oct. 11,
both from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. and
both held at the Sudden Valley
Dance Barn

o Candidate Meet & Greet:
Saturday, Oct. 26 at the Dance
Barn

« Election & Budget Mailing:
Members will receive candi-
date statements, budget infor-
mation, and voting materials
between Sept. 22-24.

e Annual General Meet-
ing (AGM) & Budget Approval
Vote: Saturday, Nov. 1, location
and time to be confirmed.

We strongly encourage all
members to participate, ask
questions and make your voice

heard as we shape SVCA’s lead-
ership and financial future.

Closing thoughts

As  previously outlined
in the Sudden Valley Views,
SVCA continues to develop a
voluntary vehicle registration
program to help improve data
collection concerning the num-
bers of residents versus non-
residents using SVCA parking
and amenity facilities, security
patrol effectiveness, and resi-
dent safety.

Participating members will
receive a small SVCA decal that
can assist in identifying autho-
rized resident and guest vehi-
cles during routine patrols and
emergency events.

With strong momentum
across all departments, contin-
ued resident engagement, and
cooler weather ahead, Sud-
den Valley enters the fall sea-
son with purpose and a strong
sense of community spirit.

Please stay engaged during
the upcoming election cycle,
continue observing burn re-
strictions, and help us maintain
the beautiful, vibrant environ-
ment we all call home.

As always, thank you for
your support.

Sudden Valley Golf Club

2023 Memberships Are On Sale Now!

Sudden Valley Golf Club
Golf Program Information
360-734-6435
or Toll Free 855-506-2219
www.suddenvalleygolfcourse.com

Dentistry For All Ages
Welcoming New Patients
Robert Chaddock DDS
(360) 734-9928

Most insurances accepted

Full Member Privileges
* Unlimited Golf « Unlimited Range Balls « Preferred Tee Times ¢
* Handicap Service * Locker Service ¢ Golf Tournaments ¢
« Limited Reciprocal Privileges at Area Private Clubs ¢
* Golf Shop Discount ¢ Social Events ¢

Full Membership Rates

www.chaddockdentist.com

Children deserve a wonderful dental

) Property Owners Annual Monthly Non-Property Owners Annual ~ Monthly
experience. We encourage parents to Single $2,300 $195 Single $2,500 $210
bring their children in for a visit any time Couple $3,450 $290 Couple $3,800 $320

. . . Young Family (children 15 or younger) Young Family (children 15 or younger)
I

Your child will love it herel After Noon Play $1,625 $140 After Noon Play $1,800  $155
Dr. Chaddock is a western Senior Limited (62 & up, M-F) $1,675 $145 Senior Limited (62 & up, M-F)  $1,850 $160
Washington native. He Intermediate (Ages 18-28)  $1,150 $100 Intermediate (Ages 18 - 28) $1,250 $110
attended WWU and is Junior (17 and Younger) $350 $37 Junior (17 and Younger) $380 $42

a 2003 doctoral

Graduate of the Silver Beach

Associate Membership: Associate members receive three complimentary rounds of golf, 50% off

i . i Dental . . ; .
University of Washington 281 4e1131“3t St all green fees, 50% off range balls, handicap service, a locker, preferred tee times, and may play in all
School of Dentistry. Bellingham Golf Club tournaments and participate in all social events. Cost: $550 / year - $48 / mo.

Social Membership: Social members receive two complimentary rounds of golf, 25% off all green fees,
a locker, preferred tee times and may play in all Golf Club tournaments and participate in all social events.
Cost: $145 / year ($155 / year with GHIN Handicap Service)




SuDDEN VALLEY VIEWS

September 2025 | Page 5

Sudden Valley lifeguards wrap up end-of-season training

By Nakell Jones
The Views

It's been a great season at the Sudden
Valley Community Center pool. As summer
winds down, our lifeguards continue to keep
safety their top priority. This past month, the
team participated in an in-service training de-
signed to refresh their skills, review safety pro-
tocols, and strengthen teamwork.

While our staff members have been on
duty all summer, in-service trainings are an
important opportunity to practice real-life
scenarios and build confidence in their abili-
ties. We want our guards to feel prepared for
any situation, whether that’s providing first
aid, rescuing a patron, or responding quickly
to emergencies.

Our trainings have been led by Richelle
Williams, a professional trainer with 18 years
of experience in Aquatics & Safety, including
planning, teaching, and facilitating youth and
adult swim lessons, as well as teaching Ameri-
can Red Cross courses.

In August’s training, the lifeguards prac-
ticed quick responses to mock scenarios, rein-
forced the importance of communication on
the deck, and completed a CPR refresher. This
session set the tone for a safe and successful
close to the pool season.

Thanks to the ongoing hard work of our life-
guards, the Sudden Valley Pool remains a safe

and welcoming place for all. We look forward
to seeing you back at the pool next season.

Sudden Valley lifeguard staff participating in end-of-season CPR training. (Kyle Kaltenfeldt/The Views)

Enrollment for CERT Basic Training is now open

Enrollment for CERT Basic
Training is now open. Commu-
nity Emergency Response Teams
(CERT) training enables ordinary
citizens to safely act as first re-
sponders in the event of a disas-
ter.

In the basic training course
we deliver 24 hours of instruction
that are a combination of class-
room study and hands-on exer-
cises. The course concludes with
a simulated disaster in which the
students demonstrate their skills
with live survivor role players.

Topics covered in the course
include:

Session 1: Disaster Prepared-
ness, CERT Organization

Session 2: Fire Safety, Fire
Suppression, Utility Controls

Session 3: Disaster Medical
Operations, Part 1 (Triage, Life
Saving Interventions)

Session 4: Light Search & Res-
cue Operations

Session 5: Disaster Medical
Operations, Part 2 (Public Health
& Hygiene, Head to Toe Assess-
ment, Basic Treatments)

If you go

What: CERT Basic
Training, Chuckanut
Bay

When: Sept. 8—0Oct.
2,2025 from 6-9
p.m. Mondays and
Thursdays

Where: SWFA Fire
Station No.18, 686
Chuckanut Drive,
Bellingham

How long: Eight
class meetings of
three hours each

SALES + SERVICE -+ INSTALLATION

HEATING AIR CONDITIONING

VISIT OUR WARM SHOWROOM

FURNACES - HEAT PUMPS - BOILERS
RADIANT FLOOR HEATING
AIR CONDITIONING - DUCT CLEANING
WOOD, GAS & PELLET STOVES
SPAS AND ACCESSORIES

360-676-1131

5100 Pacific Highway Ferndale, WA

J

-

Session 6: Disaster Psychol-
ogy, CERT & Terrorism

Session 7: Tabletop Exercise &
Final Exam

Session 8: Final Exercise (Sim-
ulated Disaster Response)

To enroll in the course above,
or for more information, email
dbestle@co.whatcom.wa.us. The
basic training course usually fills
up within 24-48 hours and we
limit enrollment to each course at
30. We suggest that you confirm
your enrollment ASAP.

The course fee is $80 for all
eight sessions and can be paid
on the first class session by either

cash or check. Course fee dis-
counts are available for cases of
financial hardship.

We are unable to accept pay-
ment by credit or debit card.

SIMPLE 1 SOLUTIONS LLC

CALL / TEXT US TODAY FOR FREE ESTIMATES:
(360) 261-4409

-LANDSCAPING
-WINDOW CLEANING
-PRESSURE WASHING

-YARD CLEANUPS
-GUTTERS
-JUNK HAULS

YEAR-ROUND SERVICES Simplelnow.com
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Through Sept. 30

Eat Local Month

Join Sustainable Connections for
a month-long celebration of local
food. All September long we'll
highlight opportunities to meet
your chef, farmer, fisher and gro-
cer and experience the unique
flavors of our region. New in

2025, the Sandwich Showdown
will debut as community mem-
bers will have the opportunity to
vote on sandwiches made with
local ingredients from talented
chefs all over NW Washington.
Visit sustainableconnections.org
for more.

Fall: Festivities in
Sudden Valley

Continued from 1

Looking forward to the win-
ter, the annual Holiday Market
is scheduled for Nov. 22 from
10 a.m. until 3 p.m. The market
is held inside the Dance Barn
and will offer a variety of vendor
booths with locally made crafts
and goods.

If you would like to partici-
pate as a vendor, applications are
available on SuddenValley.com

Edward Jones

and are due by Oct. 3.

The final big event of the year
is the annual tree lighting at 5
p-m. Dec. 6. Join Sudden Valley
staff and residents right outside
the Community Center for music,
holiday decorations, cookies and
hot chocolate.

To stay up to date on all the lat-
est Sudden Valley events, sign up
for the e-Blast at Suddenvalley.
com. There is also a QR code link
for registration.

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Are you planning your next chapter after
working at a public school or other local/

state organization?

As you leave your current job, let's work together to
help ensure your retirement plans stay on track. To
learn more, contact my office today.

Rhea E Booth
Financial Advisor

12 Bellwether Way
Suite 106

Bellingham, WA 98225

360-752-9193

PRT-4873I-A AECSPAD 26068421

2026 Sudden Valley Election

DATES TO REMEMBER

SAT 8/16/25
TOWN HALL

2026 BUDGET
PRESENTATION AND OTHER
BALLOT MEASURES
@9:30AM

TUES 9/2/25

CANDIDATE
APPLICATIONS DUE AT
WELCOME CENTER
@4:30PM

MON 9/22/25 &
WED 9/24/25

ELECTION MATERIAL
MAILED

WED 9/24/25

CANDIDATE FORUM @6:30PM

SAT10/11/25

CANDIDATE FORUM @6:30PM

SUN 10/26/25

MEET AND GREET @3PM

SAT 11/1/25
ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING

ANNOUNCE THE RESULTS
OF THE ELECTION
INCLUDING THE NEwW BOD
AND ELECTED COMMITTEE
MEMBERS @1PM
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MJD CONSTRUCTION

RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL

LIC #MJOCOCLB07BP

SANTIAGO CORREA
360-770-8117

Sudden Valley Local!

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING
LANDSCAPING | STONE
TILE INSTALLATION
DRYWALL/TAPING
SIDING | FENCE | ROOFING

MJIDCONSTRUCTION1@HOTMAIL.COM

Through Sept. 30

Sandwich Showdown
Sustainable Connections has
announced September Eat Lo-
cal Month's Sandwich Show-
down which brings together
local restaurants, chefs and
food enthusiasts for a month-
long celebration of sandwiches
and the restaurants who serve

them. More information at sus-

tainableconnections.org.

Sept. 11 and Sept. 18
Adoption and fostering virtual
classes

Northwest Adoption Exchange
invites anyone interested in
adopting from foster care to
attend free, virtual information
sessions to learn about the pro-
cess. Participants are encour-
aged to attend the first session
on Sept. 11 at either noon or 6
p.m., then the second session

on Sept. 18, also either noon or
6 p.m. Register for this free class
at nwae.org.

Sept. 13

Whatcom County Farm Tour
The Whatcom County Farm Tour
will be held on Saturday, Sept. 13
from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. Each of
the locations will offer a unique
opportunity to meet the folks
who grow and raise our food and
learn more about how that food
makes it from the farm to the
plate. This self-guided event is
free for all ages. Visit sustaina-
bleconnections.org for more.

Sept. 13-21

Whatcom Water Week
Whatcom Water Week cel-
ebrates the vital role of water
from Sept. 13-21. This county-
wide event offers diverse, free
and family-friendly activities, in-
cluding tours, contests and spe-
cial community events, all aimed
at fostering appreciation for our
essential water resources. Most
events are open to all, but some
require pre-registration. For a
full schedule and registration
details, visit WhatcomWater-
Weeks.org.

Sept. 16

Create a Seasonal Bouquet
Whatcom Horticultural Society
is back with one of its favorite
member-only events: making
your own arrangement. Materi-
als fee $45. Pre-registration
online by Sept. 11 is required.
Pay online or at the door. Must
be a current member to attend,
join or renew online. Renew
also for 2026 at the door. The
first beer or wine is on us, and
delicious snacks and desserts
will be served. More information:
publicity@whatcomhortsociety.
org.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Think twice before you
park your car in the grass

Editor,

Every year, when the grass has
dried out, I see people parking
their cars on it. I know that here
in Sudden Valley there is never
enough parking and I under-
stand why people wish to park in
these areas.

I'would like to point out that
cars driven on dry grass can
cause grass fires. I am not sure
everyone is aware of this, since
western Washington has been

Sept. 21

Celebrating Local
Peacemakers and

Fostering Community

From 3-6 p.m. Sept. 21 at
Structures Brewing, 601 W.
Holly St., Bellingham, the
Whatcom Peace & Justice
Center will host its 22nd
annual International Day of
Peace event to celebrate local
peacemakers, multicultural
artists and grassroots groups.

LOT FOR SALE:

AA Right- Steve Kure

Lock Service £ (360) 733-0648

¢ Lock-Outs: Car and Home

¢ Post Office Locks Replaced
Serving Sudden Valley for 40 years.

in the past a wet climate, hence
in the past this probably hasn’t
been an issue.

Just to make sure, I wasn’t
over reacting, I Googled the issue
and this is what AT had to say:
“Cars, especially when malfunc-
tioning or improperly driven,
can be a significant cause of
grass fires. Hot exhaust systems,
catalytic converters and even tire
friction can ignite vegetation.”
Susan Miracle
Sudden Valley

$65 cash

aarightlockservice.com

Cont. # AARIG*066BD

63 Valley Crest Way

to age 150*
e Supplement cash flow
» Refinance your debt

applicable).

Thinking About a Reverse Mortgage Loan?

« No mandatory monthly payments

e Pay for in-home health care

» Home renovations/improvements
Preserve retirement assets **

e Increase available cash reserves

* Preserve equity and retain title

e Purchase a more appropriate home

*Borrower must live in the home, maintain it, and pay property-
related charges, like taxes and insurance (and HOA fees, if

**This advertisement does not constitute financial advice.
Please consult a financial advisor regarding your specific

Mike Mitchell
CMPS, CRMP
NMLS 1179477

Call Now
360-685-6850

Or scan

Lot gently slopes up from the road, green space views, close to Gate 3
entrance.This is one of the nicest lots left in Sudden Valley. $63,000

restrictions and limitations may apply.

Copyright©2024 Fairway Independent Mortgage Corporation (“Fairway”) NMLS#2289. 4750 S.
Biltmore Lane, Madison, Wl 53718, 1-866-912-4800. All rights reserved. Fairway is not affiliated
with any government agencies. These materials are not from HUD or FHA and were not approved by
HUD or a government agency. Reverse mortgage borrowers are required to attend counseling
sessions with a HUD-approved agency. The youngest borrower must be at least 62 years old.
Monthly reverse mortgage advances may affect eligibility for some other programs. This is not an
offer to enter into an agreement. Not all customers will qualify. Information, rates and programs are
subject to change without notice. All products are subject to credit and property approval. Other

Call or email James Rovang:
(360) 420-4244 | jamesrovang@gmail.com
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Sudden Valley showing
its summertime vibes

Brody, Logan, Azazeabelle, Sapphire, and Cassidy enjoyed catching this cute little snake
on a day at Lake Whatcom. If you would like to see your child featured in our kid’s views
section, please send your submissions to BODvandepolder@suddenvalley.com. (Photo
courtesy Paul Brennan)

Congratulations to Trace and Skye Saku- Penny was excited to finally get up on skis
ra for completing the 2025 Bellingham on a beautiful summer day on Lake What-
Youth Triathlon. (Photo courtesy Misha Sakura) com. (Photo courtesy Carrie Van de Polder)
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To place a classified ad, please email

mitze@lyndentribune.com or call (360) 354-4444.

Deadline: 20th of each month
Monthly Rates: $15 per column inch

LAWN MOWING &
LANDSCAPING
Lawn Mowing, Hedge Trimming,

Tree Trimming, Tree Removal/Limbing, Yard
Cleanups, Hardscape Work, Excavation Work.
Year-Round Maintenance Work!

cALLor TEXT360-318-5426

Mailbox locks replaced in Sudden Valley
AARIGHT-STEVEKURE
(360) 733-0648

Cont. # AARIG™066BD

PRESSURE WASHING &
DUMP RUNS

Pressure Washing of Decks, Rock Work, Driveways,
Roofs, Gutters, Sidewalks, Houses

Dump Runs/Haul Away of Household & Yard Debris
Call now to set up an appointment!

360-312-8409

Full Service Painting
Interiors/Exteriors
Pressure Washing Driveways & Sidewalks
www.soundpaintingcompany.com

360-778-3323

ELITE LANDSCAPE
& MINI-EXCAVATION LLC

Landscape Clean Ups - Mowing « Pruning - Excavator Work
Weeding - Landscape Installation « Tree Work « Mulch
Gravel « Dirt - Dump Runs « Pressure Washing « More!

360-296-4824 +vireims1788
www.EliteLandscapeExcavation.com

GOOD NEIGHBOR
GARDENING

September = Plant Trees, Shrubs, Perennials!
| Do- Planting; Pruning; Design/Redesign;
Clean-Ups; Curb Appeal and Maintenance

For Your Home, Second Home, Rental
Check me out on FACEBOOK

[ Contact Terry 360-671-7369

Rekeys- Homes in Sudden Valley

AARIGHT-STEVEKURE
(360) 733-0648

Cont. # AARIG*066BD

YOUR LOCAL SWEETS
~© PELIVERY QIRL! ‘7.

Sea Dalt Caramels, Freeze Dried Candy,
and more. All handmade and natural.
Free Valley delivery.
www.susscandy.com julia@susscandy.com

Lockouts- Car and Home in Sudden Valley
AARIGHT-STEVEKURE
(360) 733-0648

Cont. # AARIG*066BD

Want to see what advertising in the Views
can do for your business?
Email mitze@lyndentribune.com or call (360) 354-4444 for more info.

LRPC: Barn 6, 8 talks

Continued from 1

The new projection is $2.93 mil-
lion, with no changes to the floor
plan.

The cost increase reflects sev-
eral factors:

o Rising construction costs:
Wages and material prices have
climbed significantly since the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

e Updated regulations: The
state has adopted stricter building
and energy-efficiency codes that
require more expensive materials.
For example, buildings must now
meet minimum efficiency levels
determined by a point system,
which limits the use of less cost-
ly components.

Optional additions — such
as a family bathroom, kitchen,
and up to two meeting rooms —
would add about $140,000.

An enclosed pavilion would
allow year-round use, in con-
trast to an open-air structure that
would be weather-dependent.
The building could also temporar-
ily house activities displaced dur-
ing work on Barn 8. With the instal-
lation of a 65KW backup generator
(approximately $75,000), it could
be used as an emergency shelter, a
role Barn 8 has historically served
as a Red Cross facility.

The proposal would not re-
quire a special dues assessment. It
would also provide over $800,000
in funding for Barn 8 design and
permitting, allowing that project to
begin moving forward.

Barn 8 options under review

Although the town hall focused
on Barn 6, the discussion included
Barn 8, the community’s prima-
ry gathering space.

According to the committee,
there was the realization that Barn
8 may very well be better served
with a teardown and rebuild rather
than putting approximately half of
what it would cost for a new build-
ing into extensive repairs of an ag-
ing building.

If the pavilion project moves
forward, funds would be avail-
able to begin the design and
permitting process for Barn 8,
pending decisions on what ame-

nities should be included.

Financial and
Permitting Considerations

Several residents questioned
long-term financial impacts, in-
cluding maintenance and operat-
ing costs for new facilities. Others
raised concerns about duplication
of amenities between Barn 6 and
Barn 8.

Permitting was another area of
discussion. The committee report-
ed that initial, informal conversa-
tions with county officials have
been positive. The architect’s bid
includes the fee for the pre-appli-
cation process, which will clarify
potential requirements once plans
are finalized.

The architect also noted that the
current construction market may
work in Sudden Valley’s favor. A
recent $2 million commercial proj-
ect attracted two bids at about $1.6
million, roughly a 20 percent sav-
ings. If the Barn 6 project is pur-
sued soon, competitive bidding
could similarly reduce costs.

Next steps

No final decision has been
made on Barn 6 or Barn 8. That de-
cision rests with the Board of Di-
rectors, which will review the com-
mittee’s recommendations.

The LRPC encouraged resi-
dents to continue providing input
as planning progresses.

14 Nighthawk Circle
$295,000.00

- Best Views of Lake

- Adjacent to Lake Trail
- Very Gentle Slope

- Surveyed w/Topo Map

AN

VACANT LOTS WANTED!

[ continually have buyers looking for quality vacant lots
in Sudden Valley. Contact me for a market evaluation.
Greg Paul

REMPBX 360-739-7354

WHATCOM COUNTY, INC. (> reg Paul@Remax.net

R‘

For more information go to

WWW.SUDDENVALLEY.COM

CLEANING WITH CARE BY MICHELE
Residential, Commercial, Apartments
Michele Hurley
360-306-7078 o Cleaningwithcarebymichele@gmail.com

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

~

September Membership

Promotion!

e/

N

No Joining Fee! New Family memberships also get one
free youth program credit (up to a $70 value)*.

No cash value. Credit expires December 31,2025

WHATCOM FAMILY YMCA
1256 N State St, Bellingham, WA, 98225
360 733 8630 | whatcomymca.org

Lake Louise Waterfront Lot!

of Sudden Valley
360-739-7354

www.DiscoverSuddenValley.com

GREG PAUL
* The Top Producer in Unit Sales in Sudden Valley
* Experienced Negotiation Skills
* Strong Online Presence
* Knowledgeable in the
Amenities, Services,
Regulations & Structure

REMPX

WHATCOM COUNTY, INC.

GregPaul@Remax.net

John Maurer, NMLS 487494

* Down payment grant up to 3% program

* USDA zero-down mortgages
* Renovation loans ¢« New construction
* Sudden Valley resident

* 30+ years lending experience

(360) 223-9297

John.Maurer@movement.com
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How to vote in Sudden Valley’s AGM with an e-ballot

By Nominations
and Elections Committee

This year, Sudden Valley mem-
bers will have two options for sub-
mitting their vote in the Annual
General Meeting (AGM).

The first is by using a traditional
paper ballot, as in years past.

The second is by submitting an
electronic ballot (e-ballot), which
is a new option designed to create a

\

Remy

more efficient process, reduce costs
and potentially increase voter par-
ticipation.

To vote electronically, state law
and our bylaws require members to
register for online voting.

To do so, follow these instruc-
tions:

« Visit the Sudden Valley website

o Select Register for Online Vot-
ing and then click the link to regis-
ter for an e-ballot.

o Complete the form to update
your current email and cell phone
information.

This information will be securely
provided to our election services
company, who will send you your

official electronic ballot via both
text message and email. You may
vote using either method.

A
This month’s pets of the month are
Riley and Remy, submitted by Blake Rogers.

The one on the top is Riley and the one on the bottom
is Remy. Both are cockatiels and their nicknames are
Birt Handsome (Riley) and Rembo Peat (Remy). The
two brothers say “peekaboo” and sometimes “pretty
bird." Riley loves kitchen towels and socks, so when
we do the laundry he always is around. Remy is a bit
shyer, but likes to imitate sounds every once in a
while. They are famous on Instagram
@thepeekaboobirds. They are both very cute and
happy birds we are very grateful to have them.

at suddenvalley.com
¢ Click on the Announcements
link.

THE SUDDEN VALLEY Petepthe MI@NTH 'S SPONSORED BY:

Locally Owned Since 1993
326 36th St, Sehome Village, Bellingham
Free local delivery with orders of $15+!
(360) 738-3663

www.petstopinfo.net
Mon.-Sat. gam-8pm, Sun. gam-6pm

10% OFF

Entire Purchase

With Coupon

One coupon per customer.
Coupon cannot be combined with any
other discounts. Expires 12/31/25.

Important notes

If you submit votes by more
than one method — e-ballot by
text/email or paper ballot — the
first ballot submitted will be
counted.

All electronic ballot contact in-
formation will be protected.

To ensure your vote is counted,
you must complete your elec-
tronic ballot no later than noon on
Wednesday, Oct. 29.

Why e-ballots?

Electronic voting has the poten-
tial to save the Association signifi-
cant expenses by reducing costs as-
sociated with printing and returned
mail. More importantly, it makes
voting easier, which may lead to
higher participation — a benefit to
the entire community.

Any questions or concerns, con-
tact Elections Chair Rob Gibbs at
BODGibbs@suddenvalley.com.

SVCA acronyms

ACC — Architectural Con-
trol

Committee

AGM — Annual General
Meeting

BOD - Board of Directors
BMP - Best Management
Practices

CC&Rs — Covenants, Con-
ditions

& Restrictions

CIP — Capital Improvement
Plan

CRRRF — Capital Repair
and Replacement
Reserve Fund

CTK - Christ the King
Church

DNR - Washington State
Department of Natural
Resources

DOE - Washington State
Department of Ecology
DRC — Document Review
Committee

EIS - Emergency Informa-
tion System

FTE — Full Time Employees
GIS - Geographic Informa-
tion System

GM — Sudden Valley's
General

Manager

GMA — Growth Manage-
ment Act

HOA — Homeowner's As-
sociation

LAMIRD - Limited Areas of
More Intensive Rural
Development

LRPC - Long Range Plan-
ning Committee

LWPG - Lake Whatcom
Policy Group

LWWSD - Lake Whatcom

Water & Sewer District
MOU - Memorandum of
Understanding

MPR — Multi-Purpose
Room

N&E — Nominations and
Elections

NPDES- National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination
System

OPS - Operations

PSE - Puget Sound Energy
PUD - Planned Unit Devel-
opment

RCW - Revised Code of
Washington

REC — Parks & Recreation
Department

RFP — Request for Propos-
als

RFQ — Request for Qualifi-
cations

ROW - Right-of-Way

SGM — Special General
Meeting

SOP - Standard Operating
Procedure

SVCA - Sudden Valley
Community Association
UDR - Undesignated
Reserves

WCLS - Whatcom County
Library System

WCOG - Whatcom Council
of Governments

WCSO — Whatcom County
Sheriff's Office

WDFW - Washington State
Department of Fish and
Wildlife

WTA - Whatcom Transpor-
tation Authority

WUCIOA - RCW 64.90 -
The WA Uniform Common
Interest Ownership Act

W-MAR
- o %
AN

PropeRrTies

Jackie Ryan

1200 Lakeway Drive, Unit #2
Bellingham, WA 98229

360-733-3700

www.sunmarkproperties.com
email: sunmarkproperties@msn.com

TRUST YOUR LOCAL SALES OFFICE!

Vadim Kotsyuba Azam Nader

FEATURED
HOMES & LOTS

512 14th St, Bellingham............... $1,898,000
5487 Wood Duck Ln, Blaine............ $299,000
20 Sparrow Ct., Bellingham.............. $89,000

Sudden Valley Lake and Golf Course View One
of the best views of Lake Whatcom, golf course and Stewart Min.
Must see to appreciate! Lots of natural light w/clerestory windows
in the living room & bedroom in this one level unit. Complete
makeover with new floors, new kitchen deck. Enjoy the private rear
patio watching the sun set in this peaceful & tranquil environment.
Insulated 10x12 storage unit next to the carport plus extra new
storage closets. Ridgefield has its own seasonal pool. Just minutes
from pools, trails, golf course, beaches & more! $499,000

8 Far Summit Place Peaceful Lake
Whatcom view. Enjoy lake living w/88 feet of
beautiful water-front views. Over 2464 sq. ft. w/
vaulted ceilings, lots of skylights. Terraced decking
leads past fire pit, master suite features jetted tub
& walk-in closet. Stone fireplace in living area,
eat-in kitchen & 2-car garage Lots of parking, a
workshop/garage. Area amenities include 24/7
security, swimming pool, library, marina, tennis

courts and more. $'|,'|95,°°°

Designated Broker Broker Broker

SUDDEN VALLEY RENTAL LISTINGS

No smoking of any kind, no drugs. Applicants must have good credit. Call for application.
Application fee - $35 single, $45 married.

P

Stunning water, min, White Rock, BC views & gorgeous sunsets on
Semiahmoo Bay. Oversized windows in nearly-new 4-bdrm, 2.5-ba
w/open floor plan. Main level features g primary suite w/en-suite
ba, plus 4th bdrm or den, gourmet kitchen + laundry room. Lower
level incl. two large bdrms, a % ba, family rm and kitchenette, 2nd
laundry rm ideal for multi-generational living. Updated w/quartz
countertops, Ig walk-in closets, central A/C w/heat pump, fireplace,
and waterside decks w/new Trex decking and g patio. Addil.
features: a generator, and 2538 finished sq.ft. + 900 unfinished
sq.ft. basement. Private community beach access. $889,000

63 Lake Louise Drive, Bellingham Affordable Pacific
Northwest Living: beautifully remodeled 3-bedroom, 1-bath home
nestled in the Sudden Valley Gate 2. Featuring a bright, open
concept living space with soaring vaulted ceilings and abundant
natural light, this home offers a warm and welcoming atmosphere.
Set on a level driveway and surrounded by mature trees, enjoy
year-round privacy and serene territorial views. Just steps from the
picturesque Lake Louise trail. Enjoy access to beaches, a marina,
golf course, public trails, community parks, and more—all part

of the vibrant Sudden Valley lifestyle. $398,°°°

Gate 2 Water and golf course views, 2 bedrooms, 2 baths, fully furnished
condo. Water and sewer included.
Great credit, no smoking of any kind and no pets. Rent $2400

Are you looking for Stress-free Property Management?
Let us handle your rental with our 38 years of experience!




