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Security team activity levels remained consistent in August — page 5

12 pages | Volume 52 | Number 9www.suddenvalley.com

P
R

ST
 S

T
D

U
S 

P
os

ta
ge

 P
ai

d
Ly

n
d

en
, W

A
P

er
m

it
 #

20

**
**

**
**

E
C

R
W

S
S

**

R
E

S
ID

E
N

T
IA

L 
C

U
S

TO
M

E
R

w w w.s u d d e n v a l l e y.c o mSeptember 2026

By Bill Helm 
Editor

SUDDEN VALLEY — On Aug. 13, 
the Sudden Valley Board of Directors 
approved a decrease in vendor booth 
fees for this year’s Holiday market.

Cost for an 8-feet by 6-feet indoor 
booth this year will be $20, down from 
$60 a year ago. 

Cost for a 6-feet by 6-feet indoor 
booth this year will be $15, down from 
$50 a year ago.

This year, the cost of a 10 -feet by 
10-feet outdoor booth will be $10, 
down from $25 a year ago.

In an Aug. 13 memo to the board, 
SVCA General Manager Jo Anne Jen-
sen stated that the association’s insur-
ance provider conducted an on-site 
audit in 2025. 

As a result of that audit, Jensen 
stated that management “was advised 
that vendors participating in any asso-
ciation-sponsored market events were 

required to have business insurance.”
“When staff implemented that pol-

icy, many vendors could no longer af-
ford to take part in the market events, 
making them less successful for both 
vendors and buyers,” Jensen’s memo 
stated. “My understanding that a sim-
ple, short-term business insurance 
policy costs about $50. By reducing 
SVCA fees, more vendors should be 
able to participate.”

Jensen also explained in her memo 
that SVCA costs for this event arise 
“primarily from staff time to market 
the event, manage the registration 
of vendors, direct pre-event set-up, 
decorate the Dance Barn and manage 
logistics on the day of the event.”

“Each year we purchase a small 
amount of decorative material for the 
barn at minimal cost,” she added.

The board’s vote was unanimous.
The Sudden Valley Board of Di-

rectors also conducted the following 
business on Aug. 13:

• Unanimous approval of the re-
vised 2026 Nominations and Elections 
(N&E) Manual. A complete break-
down of the revisions is at suddenval-
ley.com/board.

• Unanimous approval of Matt 
Bilderback as newest member of the 
N&E Committee.

SV Board hosts 
budget town hall
By Bill Helm 
Editor

SUDDEN VALLEY — On Aug. 15, the Sudden Valley 
Board of Directors held a town hall to discuss the as-
sociation’s proposed budget for 2027. The association’s 
proposed operating budget balances $5,485,357 in rev-
enues with $5,485,357 in expenditures. 

The proposed 2027 monthly dues for a developed lot 
are $177.24, which is $2,126.88 for the year. That breaks 
down as follows:

• $94.36 for the Operations Fund: Annual revenue 
and expenses for all amenities and HOA services.

• $42.44 for the Capital Repair & Replacement Re-
serve Fund: Funds for major repair, replacement and 
restoration of common area components and equip-
ment.

• $39.73 for the Roads Reserve Fund: Funding for ma-
jor roads, bridges and culvert work.

• $.71 for the Mailboxes Reserve Fund: Anticipated 
expenses for cluster mailboxes and parcel boxes.

The proposed 2027 monthly dues for an undevel-
oped lot are $168.31, which is $2,019.72 for the year.

Major changes to the 2027 proposed budget include 
the following:

• Barn 6 site preparation and construction were add-
ed.

• Barn 8 repairs & structural improvements were re-
moved to allow time for project planning and commu-
nity input. Funds for necessary repairs were added for 
next year.

• The amount of the construction loan was reduced 
from $4M to $3M.

• Replacement of golf carts was moved forward from 
2029 to 2027.

• Clubhouse renovations & kitchen equipment re-
placements were moved to 2028-2029 to coincide with 
the restaurant’s end of lease.

• Timing of the marina basin repair was aligned with 
dock replacement, as those two projects will be com-
pleted under one permit.

A copy of the proposed 2027 SVCA operations budget 
is at suddenvalley.com/2026-annual-general-meeting.

By Jo Anne Jensen
SVCA General Manager

At their Aug. 27 meeting, SV-
CA’s Board of Directors adopted 
a resolution formally denouncing 
the article published in the August 

2026 edition of the Sudden Valley 
Views entitled, “Please make in-
formed decisions when you vote.”

The resolution notes that the 
board was not aware of the deci-
sion to publish the article and 
did not authorize it. The resolu-

tion goes on to say that SVCA’s 
monthly newsletter is “for the free 
exchange of ideas but that, in the 
interest of ensuring elections are 
fair and impartial, the newslet-
ter should not be used by official 
bodies of the association for sup-

porting or opposing candidates 
for the Board of Directors.”

The board took the further step 
of directing the Document Review 
Committee to propose bylaw re-
visions prohibiting the publica-
tion of articles from the Board or 

a committee which either support 
or oppose certain candidates for 
the board.

The complete resolution can 
be reviewed online at suddenval-
ley.com/2026-board-of-directors-
agendas-minutes.

Board 
approves
proposed
bylaw revisions 
during Aug. 
27 meeting
By Jo Anne Jensen
SVCA General Manager

In 2026, Washington 
State laws governing com-
mon interest communi-
ties changed, superseding 
some of the provisions in 
SVCA’s bylaws. 

To address this, SVCA’s 
Board of Directors adopt-
ed a resolution on Feb. 12 
which acknowledges the 
new regulations and as-
serts that the association 
would comply with the new 
laws.

This WUCIOA Resolu-
tion is posted at suddenval-
ley.com/2026-board-of-di-
rectors-agendas-minutes.

In the resolution, the 
SVCA Board states that it 
will seek member approval 

of a comprehensive revi-
sion of its governing docu-
ments to align with RCW 
64.90, which becomes fully 
effective in 2028. 

After the resolution was 
adopted, the Document 
Review Committee (DRC) 
then began the monumen-
tal task of revising the By-
laws, in cooperation with 
SVCA’s legal counsel, Rich-
ard Davis.

The board approved the 
DRC’s proposed bylaw revi-
sions on July 23 and a docu-
ment showing the revisions 
was posted for comment. 

Six members of the as-
sociation made comments 
and their suggestions were 
reviewed by both the DRC 
and Richard Davis. 

In response to the mem-
ber comments, a new for-
mat was devised to make 
it easier to understand the 
intended revisions, and the 
changes were divided into 
two categories: revisions 
needed to bring the bylaws 
into alignment with cur-
rent 2026 WA State law, and 
revisions needed to align 
with state laws that will be-
come effective in 2028.

Other changes were 
made to the bylaws to re-
solve issues that had been 
identified during the re-
view period.

The updated revisions 
were then presented at a 
Town Hall meeting held 
Aug. 22. 

Members who attended 
both in-person and via 
Zoom were given the op-
portunity to raise questions 
and make comments. 

The cumulative member 
feedback was then consid-
ered as the proposed revi-
sion document was final-
ized.

The Board of Directors 
reviewed the final revision 
document and made deci-
sions regarding several is-
sues. 

They then approved the 
document for inclusion in 
the 2026 election materials 
that will be sent to mem-
bers at the end of Septem-
ber.

The process of revising 
SVCA’s bylaws required 
many hours of work and 
the involvement of many 
individuals. 

The final product re-

flects both the 2026 legisla-
tive changes and the estab-
lished practices of Sudden 
Valley. 

Member comments 
helped to develop the two 
options offered: to approve 
the 2026 requirements and 
to approve the additional 
recommended revisions.

While members may 
object to some of the 
changes required by WA 
State, the Association must 
follow the new laws. 

Retaining bylaw provi-
sions that conflict with the 
statutes will create confu-
sion. 

Members deserve the 
ability to be confident that 
the governing documents 
of the Association accu-
rately describe how the or-
ganization operates. 

Revising the governing 
documents of the Associa-
tion is a serious matter. 

We hope that the in-
formation that has been 
shared throughout the year 
about WUCIOA will assist 
members in making their 
decision to approve or re-
ject the proposed Bylaw 
revisions.

Sudden Valley Board of Directors adopt resolution

SVCA reduces vendor fees for Holiday Market

SVCA proposes changes 
to association bylaws

On Aug. 13, the Sudden Valley 
Board of Directors approved a 
decrease in vendor booth fees 
for this year’s Holiday market. 
(SVCA photo)
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Construction • Plumbing • Electrical • Heat Pumps • Insulation • & More!
All Under One Roof!

We install EV Chargers!
Call for a FREE estimate today!

Call us TODAY to schedule a 
FREE WALKTHROUGH to find out 

if your home qualifies for 
UTILITY REBATES!

Stay cool in 
the summer

Stay warm in 
the winter

We provide home insulation 
and air sealing.

Need a new 
deck?

Need a new 
deck?

Call us for all of these things & MORE! 360-389-1056

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

CLEANING WITH CARE BY MICHELE
Residential, Commercial, Apartments

Michele Hurley
360-306-7078 • Cleaningwithcarebymichele@gmail.com

Recreational programs ran 
smoothly in August and Mainte-
nance returned to roadside mowing 
and vegetation control. 

Administration focused on sup-
porting the SVCA Board and com-
mittees as they prepared for pre-
sentations of the annual budget, the 

2026 AGM, and the proposed Bylaw 
revisions. 

Golf had another month of 
strong revenue, including bookings 
for many smaller groups and events.

Administration 
Activity Summary 

• Finalized the proposed 2027 bud-
gets and presented them to the 
Board of Directors.
• Revised the budget presentation to 
prepare for Town Hall meeting.
• Gave a Town Hall presentation of 
the results of the 2026 Community 
Survey.
• Posted Community Survey materi-
als to suddenvalley.com.
• Finalized the proposed revisions 
to SVCA’s Bylaws document and 
supported the DRC at a Town Hall 
meeting to present the changes.
• Created a new website page for 
the 2026 Annual General Meeting 
(AGM) and updated content.
• Continued updating election ma-
terials in collaboration with the 
N&E Committee.
• Supported Recreation department 
hiring needs.
• Began to onboard a new adminis-
tration staff member.
• Developed content for the Sep-
tember issue of the Views.
• Reviewed recommended revisions 
to SVCA’s Employee Handbook.
• Continued developing Standard 

Operating Procedures (SOPs) to re-
flect current processes.
• Continued work on identifying 
more affordable healthcare options 
for employees.

Successes 
• Election preparation is on sched-
ule.

Planned Work 
• Finalize the new POS software 
implementation and plan the tran-
sition to the new system.
• Research ticketing system software
• Implement events calendar on 
website.
• Continue updating SOPs.

Golf 
Activity Summary 
• Completed a successful BIAWC 
event with 144 players.
• Completed the Bucks and Does 
even with 88 players. 
• Completed a successful Member/
Guest on Aug. 7-9 with 140 players.
• Hosted several smaller outside 
events.

•  Completed a successful Aslan 
event with 144 players.
• Preparing for Bellingham Amateur 
event Aug. 29-30.
• Finalized 2027 golf rate informa-
tion.
• Hosted several smaller outside 
events.

Successes 
• July revenue was solid, although 
below 2025, due to some inclement 
weather days on the weekend
• August revenue has been strong.

Planned Work 
• Continued promotion of the Bell-
ingham Amateur at the end of Au-
gust
• Meet with Shuksan GC to plan in-
augural Mt. Baker Trail golf event in 
September
•  Coordinate details with over 
twelve outside events in September.
•  Prepare and promote Ladies and 
Club Fall Wind-Up events.

Maintenance 
Activity Summary 
• Re-painted overflow parking at 
AM/PM Park.
• Stayed on schedule with routine 
mowing of parks and green spaces.
• Repaired the A/C unit and light fix-
ture in the pump house on Hole 17.
• Pruning and edging around the 
Sofield Park kayak racks.
• Light bulb replacement through-
out the Community Center and 
routed a new low voltage connectiv-
ity cable in the Community Center.

AROUND THE VALLEY

August sees budget planning, proposed revisions to bylaws

See Valley on 6
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DEADLINES

Views The Sudden Valley Views welcomes letters to the editor 
550 words or less submitted by Association members 
of the Association. Topical submissions of current news 
interest may be accepted up to six times per calendar year. 
Letters of up to 550 words are allowed. Also include name 
and complete address with submission for verification. 
The editor may edit for style and libel.

SV Views
P.O. Box 153
Lynden, WA 98264

Email: bill@lyndentribune.com

SUBMISSIONS POLICY
The deadline for editorial submissions (includ-
ing letters to the editor) for the upcoming issue 
is the 23rd of each month. 
Editorial items may be submitted to: bill@lyn-
dentribune.com. For advertising information 
and deadlines, please contact Mitze Kester at 
mitze@lyndentribune.com or call 360.354.4444.

Submitting letters 
to the editor

The Sudden Valley Views en-
courages letters to the editor. 

However, submissions must 
refrain from attacking individu-
als without providing supporting 
documentation or a rational and 
legally defensible justification.

Letters should be emailed to 
bill@lyndentribune.com and 
should not exceed 550 words.

Your letter must include your 
full name, complete address and 
telephone number. 

Your address and telephone 
number will not be printed in the 
newspaper, but will be used for 
verification by newspaper staff.

Neither unsigned letters nor 
letters containing personal at-
tacks of a libelous nature will be 
published. 

The Sudden Valley Views re-
serves the right to edit or refuse 
any letter. 

All columns and letters on the 
opinion page are the views of the 
authors and do not necessarily 
reflect the views of the Sudden 
Valley Views newspaper.

Meet the five 
candidates for
the SVCA Board
Editor,

The recent Executive Commit-
tee article in the Sudden Valley 
Views encouraged homeowners 
not to vote for five candidates 
because we were described as 
“inexperienced.” We believe Sud-
den Valley homeowners deserve 
the opportunity to hear directly 
from the candidates and decide 
for themselves who is best quali-
fied to serve.

We also believe an Associa-
tion-funded publication should 
inform homeowners rather than 
discourage them from support-
ing particular candidates. Rather 
than dwell on that, we would like 
to introduce ourselves and share 
some of the experience we would 
bring to the Board.

Daniel Rodriguez – Gate 5: 
Daniel has lived in Sudden Valley 
for five years and has served as 
Chair of the Architectural Con-
trol Committee for three years. 
He has worked with hundreds of 
homeowners, balancing indi-

vidual property rights with the 
long-term interests of the com-
munity. He has also served as a 
non-voting member of the SVCA 
Board for those years, giving him 
extensive familiarity with Board 
meetings, procedures, and As-
sociation issues. His experience 
has reinforced the importance of 
listening, collaboration, fairness, 
and finding practical compro-
mises.

Brad Edwards, MSW, LICSW – 
Gate 9: Brad moved to Sudden 
Valley four years ago and is a 
member of the Long Range Plan-
ning Committee. He has more 
than 20 years of experience as a 
social worker, mostly in schools 
working with students and fami-
lies facing complex challenges. 
He serves as his school district’s 
McKinney-Vento liaison, man-
aging a district-wide program 
supporting families experienc-
ing homelessness. He also has 
experience helping manage large 
state and federal grants, owning 
and operating a private practice, 
and using data to inform deci-
sions.

Tomi Flack, MS, LMHC – Gate 
3: Tomi has called Sudden Valley 
home for 28 years. She holds a 
master’s degree in mental health 
counseling and has more than 
30 years of experience working 
with children, teens, and adults. 
Her career includes counseling, 
mediation, community-based 
programs, emergency-services 
partnerships, and managing 
mental health budgets. She has 
extensive experience bringing 
people together, finding practical 
solutions, and helping resolve 
complex challenges.

Dr. Robert Livingston, PhD – 
Gate 3: 

Bob is retired after a 30-
year career at the University of 
Washington studying medical 
genetics and DNA sequencing. 
He served on a professional staff 
board, managed multimillion-
dollar studies, and hired and 
trained hundreds of scientists. 
He also brings extensive project-
management experience leading 
complex projects and teams. 
He is currently a member of the 
SVCA Finance Committee and 
regularly attends Board meet-
ings.

James Pinkerton – Gate 1: James 
brings more than three decades 
of leadership experience in the 

high-tech industry, managing 
complex projects, working with 
diverse stakeholders, and em-
phasizing data-driven decision-
making and collaboration. He 
recently joined the Long Range 
Planning Committee, where he 
is applying his experience to 
issues involving reserve studies, 
financial planning, and evaluat-
ing future projects.

While Daniel has served as a 
non-voting member of the SVCA 
Board, all five of us bring sub-
stantial professional, leadership, 
business, financial, planning, 
and community experience. 
Collectively, we bring decades of 
leadership, board and committee 
experience, business ownership, 
program and grant manage-
ment, financial oversight, project 
management, planning, counsel-
ing, mediation, and community 
service.

Most importantly, we share 
a commitment to listening to 
homeowners, communicating 
openly, making financially re-
sponsible decisions, and preserv-
ing what makes Sudden Valley 
special.

We hope you will take the 
time to learn about all of the 
candidates, consider their quali-
fications and ideas, and make 
your own informed decision. We 
would be honored to earn your 
vote.
Brad Edwards
Sudden Valley

Improving the 
mirror to our 
community
Editor,

Our monthly paper, the Sud-
den Valley Views, is a vital way 
for Sudden Valley’s community 
life to be reflected in words and 
pictures, and to be informed 
of ongoing developments and 
achievements. Regular reports 
on expenditure, planning and 
maintenance from the board 
and our general manager help 
to anchor update on practical 
progress. 

However, some important 
elements of our community 
life appear less predictable. For 
example, over several weeks in 
summer 2025, a huge effort by a 
team of volunteers, led by Bryan 
Burke, went into clearing the 
increasingly invasive waterlilies 

from Lake Louise. This had an 
excellent follow-up article and 
photos.

Later, on Sept. 11, the Board 
unanimously voted to treat and 
reduce the invasion, using an 
environmentally approved com-
pany. For many who regularly 
walk round the lake, little to no 
public information has been 
given on the progress of this 
promise. When will it happen? In 
a follow-up monthly report will 
we be informed of its completion 
and our lake’s outlook for 2027? 

Some time ago, our com-
munity members were invited 
to voice opinions on options of 
how Barn 6 might best be reno-
vated to support our recreational 
needs. Although permitting takes 
time, it is important to keep this 
project’s progress in our com-
munity’s public eye, month to 
month, as it promises to have a 
significant and positive commu-
nity impact.  

As well the beautiful land-
scape we live in, and all the in-
frastructure our dedicated Board 
and managers and volunteers 
maintain, the human heartbeat 
of Sudden Valley is our face-to-
face community: Through walks,  
participating in clubs, meeting at 
our treasured library branch, in 
sports and lake spaces, commu-
nity gardening, our local church, 
swimming pools, open mike 
nights, senior teas, our sum-
mer Valley Fair, craft events and 
trivia nights – it is clear that the 
numerous ways we can meet and 
build our community are alive 
and well.

With this in mind, a fine addi-
tion to our monthly news could 
be a regular feature on different 
clubs and the individuals who 
bring their creativity and skills to 
enriching and sustaining them. 
This could apply to formal posi-
tions too. 

For example, three members 
of our Sudden Valley Board were 
very interestingly featured in 
the August edition. It would be a 
fine thing to profile our Sudden 
Valley librarians, our general 
maintenance and golf manag-
ers, and to publicly acknowledge 
who is behind successful and 
productive contributions, and 
value their work. 

Kyle Kaltenfeldt, who recently 
left us, was an imaginative man-
ager of the Recreation Center for 
two years. A public statement on 
his contribution to our commu-
nity would be welcome.

In this age of online life and 

impersonal AI, what Sudden 
Valley Community has to offer 
through real human meetings 
and interaction, can be even 
more amply reflected in our Sud-
den Valley Views. 

Our community will be stron-
ger through recognition, and 
continue to be an inspiration to 
the many families and individu-
als who have settled here hoping 
to flourish.  
Michael Preston
Sudden Valley

Looking forward 
to marina
improvements
Editor,

Recently, in the service of dis-
cussing upcoming improvements 
to the marina and surround-
ing areas, multiple writers have 
identified the need for the SVCA 
to begin better protecting mem-
bers’ access to and enjoyment of 
our shared recreational areas. 

After all, we pay to maintain 
and operate these amenities.

It has been accurately ob-
served, in print and online, that 
on many days the marina com-
plex, AM/PM and the lower SV-
designated parking lot at Mossy 
Roc appear to be filled largely 
with non-resident vehicles. A 
potentially viable solution would 
involve requiring the parking 
sticker, with security periodically 
checking and ticketing/trespass-
ing. Regarding the marina and 
surrounding areas specifically, 
it seems relevant to clarify a few 
points that have been consis-
tently misunderstood or mis-
represented. The first extended 
attempt to maintain the dog 
park boundaries involved simply 
marking those boundaries.

Due to ongoing problems — 
and obviously these problems do 
not impact those using the dog 
park, but rather those utilizing 
the surrounding recreational 
areas — additional security visits 
and additional signage were 
added. As the same problems 
persisted, the plan for fenc-
ing was prioritized. This makes 
sense, given the plan to repair 
and enhance the surrounding 
amenities, creating a legitimately 
multi-use complex.

A frequently invoked analogy 
asks us to imagine the outrage 

See Letters on 4
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Dental
Care
for the

Whole
Family

By Allen Helvajian
SVCA Compliance Manager

Whether you are looking to 
sell a home, building a new addi-
tion, or cheering on your favorite 
candidate, putting up a sign in 
Sudden Valley comes with a spe-
cific set of community guidelines.

To help keep our forested 
neighborhood looking pristine 
while protecting our shared 
views, the Architectural Con-

trol Committee (ACC) enforces 
straightforward policies regard-
ing general signage, construction 
notices, realtor markers, and po-
litical displays. 

General signage 
and permanent identifiers

Every improved lot is per-
mitted to have one permanent 
identification sign to display the 
owner’s name and street address. 

• Size and material: These per-
manent signs must be no more 
than one square foot in size, 
stained in a natural color, and 
crafted with wooden or metal let-
ters or numbers. 

• Tree protection: Under no 
circumstances may any sign be 
attached to trees or vegetation. 

• Small accents: Home secu-
rity warnings and decorative yard 
placards under one square foot 
are also permitted and are not 
classified as formal signs. 
Real estate and 
construction signage

If you are putting your prop-
erty on the market or breaking 
ground on a new project, specific 
temporary signage rules apply:

• For sale/rent: Homeown-
ers wishing to sell or rent their 
property can use standardized 
signs measuring 8.5 by 14 inches 
obtained directly from the Sud-
den Valley Administration office 
for a nominal fee. These displays 
feature the Sudden Valley logo 
and contact details, and must be 
placed at least five feet from the 
edge of the asphalt.

Specific commercial realty 
company signs, such as ReMax or 
Coldwell Banker, are prohibited. 

• Open house signs: Portable 
open house signs may be placed 
to direct people to a particular 
home for sale. Only one such sign 
for each open house shall be per-
mitted at any one street intersec-
tion. 

The owner(s) or qualified sales 
agent must be present at the open 
house during any period when 
such signs are in place.

• Construction signs: Prior to 
and during any new construc-
tion, major landscaping, or 
structural addition, a designated 
construction sign measuring no 
larger than 8.5 by 14 inches must 
be posted. It must face the road in 

plain view — from 5-10 feet from 
the paved surface — and must be 
removed within 10 days following 
the final inspection. 

Political and election signs
Election season brings out 

community engagement, and 
political signs supporting or op-
posing candidates, propositions, 
or ballot measures are welcome 
under the following parameters:

• Period of display: Political 
signs may be displayed up to 45 
days before an election and must 
be removed within 48 hours after 
the polls close. This year’s elec-
tion will take place on Saturday, 
Nov. 7.

• Size limits: Individual signs 
cannot exceed 18x24 inches, with 
an aggregate total area of no more 
than 18 square feet per lot. 

• Prohibited features: Signs 
cannot be lighted, animated, or 
adorned with reflective ribbons, 
streamers, banners, balloons, or 
similar attention-grabbing de-
vices. 

• Permissible locations: Politi-
cal signs must be placed only on 
the owner’s private lot. They are 

strictly prohibited on Association 
property, neighboring lots, or 
within the road right-of-way. 

Furthermore, they must never 
obstruct vision for drivers or pe-
destrians entering and leaving 
driveways or roadways. Any signs 
found in the road right-of-way or 
on Association property will be 
removed and disposed of without 
notice. 

Note: Violations of any com-
munity sign rules are subject to 
the Association’s standard fine 
schedule.

County rules for signs
Whatcom County codes al-

low temporary signs (intended 
for three months or less) to be 
placed on county road rights-of-
way if they do not create safety or 
maintenance hazards.  Signs are 
not allowed by the county if they: 
are placed on traffic-control or 
informational signs; are along or 
within roadway shoulders used 
by vehicles; are within 75 feet or 
any “Stop,” “Yield,” or “Railroad 
Crossing” sign; are at an intersec-
tion where they might obstruct a 
driver’s visibility.

COMPLIANCE CORNER

Sudden Valley Community Association's rules for signs

that would accompany establish-
ing physical boundaries to mark 

off the golf course or walking 
paths. This comparison would 
be apt if golfers had been playing 
through the parking lot, or hitting 

over into the quiet pool.
Similarly, walkers would need 

to be cutting through backyard 
picnics along Lake Louise. Since 
these activities have tended to 
remain within the designated 
areas, no further effort to estab-
lish the boundaries has been 
necessary.

I’m looking forward to the 
improvements at the marina, and 
hope that the board will continue 
to assess how to best serve dues-
paying residents’ interests in 
other shared areas of SV as well.
Adam Phillips
Sudden Valley

Transparency, 
consistency and 
an equal 
opportunity

 
Editor,

We are writing to express seri-
ous concern regarding the article 
in the August 2026 Views about 
candidates who have announced 
their intention to run for the 
SVCA Board of Directors.

The article’s characteriza-
tion of five candidates as having 

insufficient experience raises 
important questions about fair-
ness, transparency and the use of 
association resources during an 
election. 

Sudden Valley Views is fund-
ed and published for the benefit 
of the entire membership. It 
should not be used by the Execu-
tive Committee of the Board of 
Directors to publicly judge the 
qualifications or readiness of 
candidates seeking election.

Because the article was signed 
by the Executive Committee, it 
gives the impression that these 
statements represent the official 
position of SVCA leadership 
rather than the personal opin-
ions of individual board mem-
bers.

Our understanding is that 
the Nominations & Election 
Committee is responsible for 
determining candidate eligibil-
ity. If these candidates have met 
the requirements to run, what 
authority or objective criteria 
does the Executive Committee 
have to characterize them as 
inexperienced? Eligibility and an 
assessment of experience are two 
different matters.

If the Executive Committee 
believes these candidates lack 
experience necessary to serve, 
the membership deserves to 
know exactly what experience 
is considered lacking and what 
objective standards were used. 

Were all candidates evalu-
ated using the same criteria? If 
so, why were those criteria not 
explained?

Daniel Rodriguez provides a 
particularly troubling example. 
Daniel currently chairs the 
Architectural Control Commit-
tee and, in that capacity, already 
participates in SVCA governance 
as a non-voting member of the 
Board. He therefore has direct 
experience with association is-
sues and board activities.

Current Board President Keith 
McLean previously served in 
that same position before being 

Letters: Looking forward to SVCA marina improvements
Continued from 3

See Transparency on 8
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Real Estate
Experts

Finding out what
your home is actually
worth?

Let’s achieve that.
Scan here to connect 
with a local real estate broker.

1937 Lake Whatcom Blvd, Bellingham, WA 98229 l (360) 647-5050 
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School is Back
in Session

Drive Safely

WATCH
FOR

CHILDREN

Sudden Valley residents are loving the summer here, 
whether it’s block parties, enjoying the beach or play-
ing pool at the rec center. If you have photographs 
from a Sudden Valley community event and any infor-
mation, please send your submissions to bodvandepol-
der@suddenvalley.com. (SVCA photo)

Enjoying summer

COMMUNITY HAPPENINGSCOMPLIANCE REPORT

By SVCA Security

In August, the SVCA Security 
team’s activity levels remained 
consistent with the prior month. 
Guards were primarily focused 
on maintaining a visible patrol 
presence and responding to calls 
from residents. 

The team also helped manage 
a large number of lost and found 
items, connecting neighbors with 
their misplaced belongings. 

The security team conducted 
regular patrols through all gates 
and common areas. These rou-
tine rounds are the foundation of 
security work, providing a consis-
tent presence on our roads and in 
shared spaces. Guards also con-
tinued to perform checks on ac-
tive construction sites as part of 
their duties.

When called upon or during 

patrols, our guards documented 
a range of community matters. 
Many of these involved routine 
issues like parking and vehicle 
rules. The team also noted main-
tenance items for SVCA staff to 
address and provided support 
during medical and fire-related 
emergencies until first respond-

ers arrived. 
The security team appreciates 

the partnership they have with 
residents. If you see a safety con-
cern or need to report an issue, 
please do not hesitate to contact 
SVCA Security at 360-319-8200. 

Your watchfulness helps us 
keep our community safe. 

Security team activity levels 
remained consistent in August

On Saturday, Aug. 15, Security received a call out for an incident at the Mari-
na Community Park. When Security arrived at the park, it was reported to them 
that a child had been injured by a dog while playing on the swings.

They also were told that the child required urgent care and sutures for the 
wounds. Video from SVCA’s security cameras confirmed that the dog was off-
leash when the incident occurred. 

The incident was also reported to Whatcom County Animal Control and a 
case was opened by the Animal Control officer who responded to the scene.

Security remained on site, gathering information from family members of 
the injured child and the owner of the dog until Animal Control responded.

 Security noted in their report of the incident that the people supervising the 
dog had previously been informed of the requirement to keep dogs on-leash 
when outside the designated off-leash area. 

Although they complied at the time, the leash was removed when Security 
left the area.

Note from SVCA Management: This unfortunate event reminds us that even 
well-behaved pets can react unexpectedly. SVCA thanks those who do their 
part to keep Sudden Valley safe by following leash rules. We also thank RSU and 
Animal Control for their professional assistance in responding to this incident.
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WE CAN HELP! 360-389-1056
House 

too
HOT?!

House 
too

HOT?!

House 
too

HOT?!

WE CAN HELP!
360-676-1774

Need a Plumber?Need a Plumber?

MENTION THIS 
AD FOR: 

$50 OFF 
Any Plumbing 

Service!
Offer valid through 12.31.26. 

Please mention coupon at time of 
service. Not valid with any other offer. 

One coupon per household. 
Cannot be used toward call out fee.

We install 
Ductless 

Heat 
Pumps 

& can upgrade 
your home’s 

Insulation 

We install 
Ductless 

Heat 
Pumps 

& can upgrade 
your home’s 

Insulation 

Receive 

Utility Rebates 

on Qualifying 

 Equipment & 
Homes!

SAVE on
Energy Bills!

Improve
Comfort!

WE CAN HELP! 360-389-1056

Construction • Plumbing • Electrical • Heat Pumps • Insulation • & More!
All Under One Roof!

Open Mic
Night

Music

To register for a performance
slot, visit

suddenvalley.com/calendar/
and click on ‘Open Mic Night’.

 
FREE 

ENTRY

Writing Talents

Dance Barn
Sept. 18  6:30 PMth

MJD CONSTRUCTION
RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL

LIC #MJOCOCL807BP

SANTIAGO CORREA

360-770-8117
MJDCONSTRUCTION1@HOTMAIL.COM

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING
LANDSCAPING | STONE

TILE INSTALLATION
DRYWALL/TAPING

SIDING | FENCE | ROOFING

Sudden Valley Local!

SIMPLE 1 SOLUTIONS LLC
CALL / TEXT US TODAY FOR FREE ESTIMATES:

(360) 261-4409

-LANDSCAPING              -YARD CLEANUPS
-WINDOW CLEANING                -GUTTERS
-PRESSURE WASHING           -JUNK HAULS

YEAR-ROUND SERVICES             Simple1now.com

• Cleaned camera lens at the Ma-
rina.
• Pruned trees on Inlet Circle to im-
prove visibility.
• Removed stored supplies from the 
front office at the Welcome Center.
• Assembled a new desk for admin-
istration staff.
• Removed unused furnishings and 
made interior improvements in the 
Guardhouse.
• Evaluated trees surrounding 
school bus stop shelters.
• Removed a hornet’s nest next to 
the road on Canyon Court.
• Repainted Stop Bars at intersec-
tions throughout Sudden Valley.
• Repainted Directional arrows on 
roadways throughout Sudden Val-
ley.
• Replaced the battery packs for the 
chair lifts at the pools.
• Replaced ceiling tiles in the gym.
• Chipped tree branches that fell 
onto Harbor View Drive.
• Chipped tree branches that fell 
onto Polo Park Drive.
• Cleaned stormwater catch basins 
in various locations.

• Cold patched asphalt potholes in 
various locations.
• Replaced the roof on the Gate 1 
bus stop shelter.
• Filled holes in the turf at Am-Pm 
and Marina Parks.
• Pruned vegetation along the Area 
Y trail.
• Roadside mowing in Gates 2, 3, 9 
and 13.
• Replaced a faulty light switch in 
the Welcome Center.
• Repaired the continuously flush-
ing urinal in the Hole 14 Restroom.

Successes 
• The Maintenance Worker I posi-
tion has been filled.
• The seasonal custodian position 
has been filled.

Planned Work 
• Replacing tiles around the main 
pool.
• Pruning trees around regulatory 
signs on SVCA roadways.
• Roadside mowing.
• Gravel restoration of parking areas 
and keyways.
• Winterizing the pools.
• Assist with summer road projects.

Recreation
Activity Summary
• Established regular marina staff 
tasks, including inventory, weed 
trimming, and cleaning the shelter.
• Removed an improperly placed 
kayak from AM/PM with assistance 
from maintenance.
• Managed busy pool days due to 
the recent heat.
• Filled opening in Area Z.
• Filled openings in kayak racks (res-
idents who moved).
• Trivia Night was held on Aug. 21 
with roughly 50 in attendance.
• Holiday Market vendor applica-
tions are now live, with nine sub-
missions so far.
• In the process of dealing with de-
linquent kayaks that need to be re-
moved from the Ice Barn.
• Conducting interviews for the re-
maining open Recreation staff posi-
tions.
• Wrapping up swimming lessons 
and water aerobics in partnership 
with the Y.

Successes
• Increase in picnic shelter rentals.
• Increased attendance for Trivia 
Night.
• Increased submissions for Holiday 
Market.
• Residents have been happy with 
the smooth running of the commu-
nity center.
• Promoted and trained new lead 
guard.
• Filled 2 Recreation staff member 
positions.

Valley: Budget planning in August
Continued from 2

See Around on 7
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5100 Pacific Highway Ferndale, WA

360-676-1131

FINANCIALS

Planned Work
• New equipment.
• Painting baseboards in gym.
• Open Mic Night.
• Trunk or Treat
• Holiday Market

Turfcare 
Activity Summary 
• Top-dress greens light sand appli-
cation.
•  Golf cart repairs batteries and 
starter generator replacements con-
tinue.
•  General golf course conditioning 
carries on.

•  Fairways received an application 
of Iron fertilizer to green up.
•  Weeding and watering Welcome 
center demonstration garden.

Successes 
• Course conditioning For Sudden 
Valley Men’s invite was well re-
ceived.
• Irrigation system is working well, 
with no issues to date.

Planned Work 
• Continue course conditioning for 
high profile events through end of 
season.
• Light sand topdressing putting 
greens and tee boxes.

Around: The Valley in August
Continued from 6
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www.DiscoverSuddenValley.com  
360-739-7354

GREG PAUL
• The Top Producer in Unit Sales in Sudden Valley
• Experienced Negotiation Skills
• Strong Online Presence
• Knowledgeable in the

Amenities, Services,
Regulations & Structure
of Sudden Valley

11 Whispering Cedars Court - A Small Waterfront Neighborhood

GregPaul@Remax.net
(360) 223-9297
John.Maurer@movement.com

John Maurer, NMLS 487494 
• Down payment grant up to 3% program 
• USDA zero-down mortgages 
• Renovation loans • New construction
• Sudden Valley resident
• 30+ years lending experience

 - Massive Lot: 17,860 Sqft.
 - Premium Setting: Lake View
 - Primary Bedroom on Main
 - O�ce & Guest Bedroom on Main
 - Oversized Garage

Art in the BarnArt in the Barn Next Meeting 9/12Next Meeting 9/12
10 AM - 12 PM at the Community Center10 AM - 12 PM at the Community Center

Boater’s ClubBoater’s Club 2nd Monday of the Month2nd Monday of the Month
5:30 PM - 7:30 PM at El Agave5:30 PM - 7:30 PM at El Agave

Dance BlastDance Blast MondaysMondays
7 PM at the Marina Pavilion7 PM at the Marina Pavilion

Guitar ClubGuitar Club 1st Wednesday of the Month1st Wednesday of the Month
6 PM - 7 PM in the Dance Barn6 PM - 7 PM in the Dance Barn

Maker’s ClubMaker’s Club 2nd Wednesday of the Month2nd Wednesday of the Month
7 PM in the Adult Center Meeting Room7 PM in the Adult Center Meeting Room

Mindful
Meditation

Mindful
Meditation

Every Other SaturdayEvery Other Saturday
9:30 AM - 10:30 AM at the Community Center9:30 AM - 10:30 AM at the Community Center

MondaysMondays
1  PM - 3 PM at the Community Center1  PM - 3 PM at the Community Center

Needles &
Nonsense
Needles &
Nonsense

Pickleball
Club

Pickleball
Club

Mondays, Thursdays, & SaturdaysMondays, Thursdays, & Saturdays
Mon. & Thurs. 5 PM, Sat. 9:30 AM 
at the Community Center Courts
Mon. & Thurs. 5 PM, Sat. 9:30 AM 
at the Community Center Courts

Tuesdays & SaturdaysTuesdays & Saturdays
Tues, 7 PM, Sat. 4 PM in the Dance BarnTues, 7 PM, Sat. 4 PM in the Dance Barn

Ping Pong
Club

Ping Pong
Club

TuesdaysTuesdays
11  AM - 1  PM at the Marina11  AM - 1  PM at the Marina

Remote
Sailing Club

Remote
Sailing Club

2nd Tuesday of the Month2nd Tuesday of the Month
7 PM at El Agave7 PM at El Agave

Sudden Valley
Safe Cycling

Sudden Valley
Safe Cycling

ThursdaysThursdays
10 AM - 11  AM in the Dance Barn10 AM - 11  AM in the Dance BarnTai Chi ClubTai Chi Club

WednesdaysWednesdays
3 PM- 5PM at the Community Center Courts3 PM- 5PM at the Community Center CourtsTennis ClubTennis Club

FridaysFridays
4 PM - 5:30 PM in the Dance Barn4 PM - 5:30 PM in the Dance BarnUkulele ClubUkulele Club

CANDIDATE
FORUMS

First Forum: Saturday, October 10
3 PM to 5 PM  |  Dance Barn & Zoom

Come hear from
the candidates!

Second Forum: Wednesday, October 21
6:30 PM to 8:30 PM  |  Dance Barn & Zoom

Meet & Greet: Sunday, October 25
2 PM to 4 PM  |  Dance Barn

1
2

3

For more information,
contact SVCA Administration:

360-734-6430

office@suddenvalley.com

Zoom ID:
83145397272

FINANCIALS

elected to the board. If service on 
the Architectural Control Com-
mittee and participation in board 
activities provided meaningful 
preparation for Keith’s election, 
why is Daniel’s experience ap-

parently being characterized as 
insufficient?

The same question applies 
to candidates elected in 2025. 
What relevant SVCA experience 
did Sean Chaffee, Jean Maixner 
or Jo Adams have before their 
elections? Jean was subsequently 

appointed treasurer despite ap-
parently having no prior SVCA 
Board experience. The candi-
date statements published in 
the October 2025 Views do not 
indicate that any of those three 
candidates had prior committee 
or Board involvement.

So, what has changed this 
year?

Candidates should be evalu-
ated by the membership based 
on their experience, judgment, 
integrity, ideas and willingness 
to serve. If a particular level or 
type of experience is necessary 
for board service, that standard 
should be clearly established, 
consistently applied and com-
municated to all candidates 
— not selectively emphasized 
during an election.

We respectfully ask the Execu-
tive Committee to explain the cri-
teria used to characterize these 
candidates as lacking experience, 
identify what experience each 
supposedly lacks, explain how 
those standards were applied to 
prior candidates, and clarify the 
authority for using Sudden Valley 
Views and Association resources 
to make such an assessment dur-
ing an election.

When an article is presented 
as a statement from the Execu-
tive Committee, it carries the 
authority and credibility of SVCA 
leadership. That authority should 
be used carefully and fairly, par-
ticularly when the Board’s future 
composition is at stake.

The membership deserves 
transparency, consistency and 
an equal opportunity to evaluate 
every candidate.
Paul and Teresa Mensch
Sudden Valley

Deserved more 
community input
Editor,

I am writing in response to 
the recent discussion about 
SVCA’s rental registration 
program.

I am a Sudden Valley 
property owner and a long-term 
rental owner within a smaller 
condominium HOA. I am not 

Transparency: An equal opportunity

Continued on next page

Continued from 4
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Rentals and
Repair Services
also available.

Totally Redesigned 
2026 Icon X's
and Icon Epics

are Here!
 All Models

are In-Stock!

YOUR ONE STOP
SHOP FOR ALL
OF YOUR GOLF
CART NEEDS!
 WE DELIVER! 
 WE TAKE 
TRADE-INS! 

 WE PAY CASH
FOR CARTS!

To request a quote, view used inventory and to check out 
our line-up of new Epic and Icon EVs, please visit: 
www.chuckanutgolfcarts.com or call (360) 510-4447

360-527-2334  •  cmillerkw@gmail.com  •  www.hicllc.net

Medicare Open Enrollment begins Oct. 15!
New Whatcom County Plans available

opposed to rental registration. 
I completed and submitted the 
required form and I understand 
that SVCA needs accurate 
contact information for owners, 
tenants and property managers.

My concern is with the $350 
first-year registration fee, the 
inspection and monitoring 
process, also the way this policy 
was rolled out.

From what I have seen, the 
process appears to have moved 
from “we need to manage 
short-term rental problems” 
to “all rentals must register, 
pay $350, be inspected and be 
monitored” without a careful 
public distinction among short-
term rentals, stand-alone long-
term rentals and rentals inside 
smaller HOA communities.

Those categories do not 
necessarily create the same 
issues or require the same 
solutions. Parking, trash, 
noise, guest turnover and rule 
enforcement may be legitimate 
concerns in some situations. But 
the problem should be clearly 
defined and matched to the 
type of rental before imposing 
a broad fee and inspection 
process on everyone.

In my case, my long-term 
rental is already part of a 
condominium HOA with its 
own governing documents, 
parking rules, oversight, and 
enforcement process. If SVCA 
has concerns about parking or 
compliance within smaller HOA 
communities, it seems more 
appropriate and cost-effective 
to coordinate with those HOA 
boards or managers rather than 
impose a separate inspection 
and monitoring process directly 
on individual rental owners.

The June 2026 Sudden Valley 
Views article stated that SVCA 
had learned a lot about the 
different rental situations, the 

number of rental properties and 
the types of rentals within the 
Association. It also stated that 
the Board would reconsider the 
annual fee and what further 
actions, if any, are needed.

I understand that setting 
up a rental registration system 
required some initial data 
gathering. But a $350 first-
year fee is hard to justify when 
the amount appears to have 
shifted during the process 
and was ultimately applied 
broadly before SVCA had clearly 
identified which rental problems 
existed, where they existed and 
which types of rentals required 
additional oversight. 

To me, the fee appears to 
have been driven more by 
shifting assumptions than by 
clearly documented data.

Notice, deadlines and 
threats of fines are not the same 
thing as genuine community 
engagement. Rental registration 
may be reasonable. But a broad 
fee and oversight process should 
be based on clearly identified 
problems, meaningful owner 
input and solutions tailored to 
the rental situations actually 
involved.
Judy Fey
Sudden Valley

We knew their 
names, they 
knew ours
Editor,

The Sudden Valley that I 
moved into . . . 

I was staining the outside of 
my home and a security guard 
drove by, saw me and stopped to 
introduce himself. He gave me 
tips on trails to hike, about our 
beaches, about the barns, clubs I 

could join and handed me a card 
with his cell phone number.

He stopped by once in a while 
to check on how I was doing, as 
I had told him this was my first 
time living alone, and hours from 
my family. He made me feel safe 
in this community. 

One visit, he told me about a 
neighbors meeting at the marina 
pavilion where I met a different 
security guard who played his 
guitar, and we all sang by the fire.

Another time, he told me 
there was live music at our 
clubhouse and that’s where I met 
his wife. He let me know that his 
street throws a block party every 
summer and that’s where I met 
three more security guards.

One winter we had three feet 
of snow, he stopped by to see if 
I needed anything, then drove 
me to our market. One summer 
a lost puppy showed up at my 
house. I called security in case 
they knew who lost her. They 
picked her up, drove her around 
in the back of their vehicle until 
they found her owner.

One day when I was at the dog 
park, I mentioned  to friends that 
I was going on vacation, secu-
rity was there. When I saw them 
next, they let me know that they 
checked on my house while I was 
gone.

Sudden Valley Security used 
to be our employees who cared 
about our community, as they 
lived here as well. We knew them 
by name and they knew ours as 
well.

My first friend in Sudden Val-
ley was a security guard. I was 
lucky to have shared 27 years of 

friendship with Pete Lane. May 
he rest in peace. 

Then there’s the Sudden Val-
ley that we live in now . . .     
Tomi Flack
Sudden Valley

Suggested 
safeguards for 
SVCA Board
Editor,

The July Sudden Valley Views 
reported that the SVCA Board 
voted unanimously on June 11, 
2026 to authorize GM Jo Anne 
Jensen to approach the City of 
Bellingham about selling three 
SVCA common-property parcels 
— Area Y, the campground, and 
the airstrip — to Bellingham’s 
Lake Whatcom Land Acquisition 
Program (LAP). 

I’m writing to share some 
safeguards I think we, as mem-
bers, should ask the Board to 
commit to in writing before any 
sale proceeds to a member vote 
under Bylaws Section 25.

I support greenspace. I sup-
port keeping our watershed pro-
tected. I support the LAP’s goal 
of limiting development in the 
Lake Whatcom basin. But “sale to 
Bellingham for greenspace” and 
“Bellingham resells to a devel-
oper” are not the same outcome, 
and our bylaws don’t fully guard 
against the second one. Here are 
the four pre-conditions I’d ask 
the Board to commit to in writing 
before any §25 member vote:

1. Require a Bellingham-
recorded commitment that the 
land will remain greenspace in 
perpetuity. LAP pays 85-95% 
of fair market value and ac-
quires the land in fee simple. 
Once SVCA no longer owns 
the parcels, Bellingham (or any 
future owner) could theoretically 
re-sell, re-zone, or trade the land. 
We should require a deed restric-
tion or conservation easement 
recorded at the Whatcom County 
Recorder’s office that binds all 
future owners to greenspace use. 
Without that, LAP sale is not the 
same as greenspace forever.

By Brad Edwards
Member submission

I attended the Sudden Valley 
Community Association Board 
meeting on Aug. 13 and left short-
ly after the member comment pe-
riod.

As I was driving out just past 
Lake Louise, the car in front of 
me suddenly stopped. I looked 
ahead and saw a gentleman ly-
ing on the ground on the walking 
path with a woman standing be-
side him. 

The two young men in the car 
immediately jumped out and ran 

to help. I did the same. It quickly 
became clear that the gentleman 
was experiencing a serious car-
diac emergency.

What impressed me most was 
how calmly and professionally 
the two young men responded. 
They immediately began assess-
ing the patient, and you could see 
their CPR training kick in as they 
worked through the steps they 
had been taught. With their help, 
along with that of other Good 
Samaritans, they stayed with the 
gentleman and provided care un-
til the ambulance crew arrived. 
The ambulance crew was very 

appreciative of their help.
Thankfully, there is a good 

ending to this story. The gentle-
man was stabilized and trans-
ported to the hospital, and I’m 
happy to say that he is recovering.

It turns out these two young 
men are actually lifeguards at 
the Sudden Valley pool. They had 
just finished their shift and were 
heading home when they hap-
pened to be in the right place at 
the right time. More importantly, 
they were prepared and willing to 
help. They immediately stepped 
in, provided care and stayed with 
the gentleman until the ambu-

lance arrived.
I was really impressed by how 

calm and professional they were 
during what was clearly a very 
serious and frightening situation. 
Their actions are a great example 
of how CPR training and a will-
ingness to help can make a real 
difference in an emergency.

This experience also remind-
ed me how important it is for our 
community to know where AEDs 
are located. In this case, an AED 
was available at El Agave Mexican 
Restaurant. AEDs are also located 
at the Welcome Center, Commu-
nity Center, Area Z and Turf Care.

It might be worthwhile for our 
community to consider having 
AEDs available at the Marina and 
AM/PM beaches as well, since 
these are heavily used areas dur-
ing the summer. Having an AED 
nearby could make a critical dif-
ference in an emergency. Also, if 
you aren’t trained in CPR, con-
sider taking a class. A few hours 
of training could someday make 
the difference in someone’s life.

Thank you to those who 
stepped up when someone in our 
community needed help. Sudden 
Valley can be proud to have you 
both serving our community.

Sudden Valley lifeguards step up in time of need

See Letters to the editor on 11
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Biltmore Lane, Madison, WI 53718,  1-866-912-
with any government agencies. These materials are not from HUD or FHA and were not approved by 
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subject to change without notice. All products are subject to credit and property approval. Other 
restrictions and limitations may apply.  

 

• No mandatory monthly payments 
to age 150* 

• Supplement cash flow  
• Refinance your debt 
• Pay for in-home health care  
• Home renovations/improvements 
• Preserve retirement assets ** 
• Increase available cash reserves  
• Preserve equity and retain title  
• Purchase a more appropriate home  

Thinking About a Reverse Mortgage Loan? 

 

Mike Mitchell  
CMPS, CRMP 
 

 

 

 

 

*Borrower must live in the home, maintain it, and pay property-
related charges, like taxes and insurance (and HOA fees, if 
applicable). 

Please 
situation
 

NMLS 1179477 

 Call Now 
360-685-6850 
 

Or scan 

 

FINANCIALS

Sudden Valley 
to create new 

three-way stop
The Sudden Valley Community Association plans to create 

a three-way stop at the intersection of Glacier Ridge and Polo 
Park Drive.

Residents informed the association that there are frequent 
“near misses” at that intersection and asked for the change. They 
reported that it is challenging to merge onto Polo Park from Glacier 
Ridge because cars tend to travel above the speed limit on that 
stretch of the road.

Additionally, cars turning onto Glacier Ridge when coming 
from Gate 13 cannot see if a car is stopped at the bottom of Glacier 
Ridge. Signs alerting drivers to the change in the traffic pattern 
have been placed at the intersection.

Stop signs will be installed the week of Sept. 14.
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To place a classified ad, please email 
mitze@lyndentribune.com or call (360) 354-4444.

Deadline: 20th of each month
Monthly Rates: $15 per column inch

PRESSURE WASHING & 
DUMP RUNS

 

  
360-312-8409

Pressure Washing of Decks, Rock Work, Driveways, 
Roofs, Gutters, Sidewalks, Houses

Dump Runs/Haul Away of Household & Yard Debris
Call now to set up an appointment!

VACANT LOTS WANTED!
I continually have buyers looking for quality vacant lots
in Sudden Valley. Contact me for a market evaluation.

Greg Paul
360-739-7354
GregPaul@Remax.net

Landscape Clean Ups • Mowing • Pruning • Excavator Work
Weeding • Landscape Installation • Tree Work • Mulch
Gravel • Dirt • Dump Runs • Pressure Washing • More! 

ELITE LANDSCAPE 
& MINI-EXCAVATION LLC

 

 *ELITELM817BB 360-296-4824
www.EliteLandscapeExcavation.com

LAWN MOWING & 
LANDSCAPING

 

  
CALL or TEXT 360-318-5426

Lawn Mowing, Hedge Trimming, 
Tree Trimming, Tree Removal/Limbing, Yard 
Cleanups, Hardscape Work, Excavation Work. 

Year-Round Maintenance Work!

Letters to the editor
2. Require an independent ap-

praisal commissioned by SVCA, 
paid for by SVCA, before Bell-
ingham’s appraisal is presented 
to members. Bellingham’s LAP 
process commissions and pays 
for the appraisal itself. That gives 
Bellingham’s appraiser every 
incentive to set a number that’s 
defensible to Bellingham, not to 
SVCA. SVCA should commission 

its own appraisal in parallel — 
paid for out of the existing $8.1M 
annual budget, not from any new 
assessment — and present both 
numbers to members before the 
§25 vote.

3. Resolve the Bylaws Section 
25 floor interpretation in writing, 
before the appraisal. Section 
25 requires that “the sales price 
shall not be less than 90% of 
the valuation provided to the 
membership in advance of the 

meeting.” LAP pays 85-95% of 
fair market value. If the valuation 
means Bellingham’s number, 
then any LAP offer below 90% of 
Bellingham’s appraisal cannot be 
accepted. If the valuation means 
an independent SVCA appraisal, 
the floor is higher. This must be 
decided in writing — by counsel, 
by the Board, or by member vote 
— before Bellingham delivers 
its appraisal, so members know 
what they’re voting on.

4. Disclose all contacts be-
tween SVCA board members, 
LRPC members, and the City of 
Bellingham or the LAP program, 
from 2024 to present. The LAP 
authorization was the product 
of an informational discussion 
between LRPC member Brad 

Edwards and the City of Belling-
ham, according to GM Jensen’s 
June 11 memo. To my knowl-
edge there has been no public 
disclosure of any other contacts 
— direct or indirect, formal or 
informal — between any SVCA 
board or committee member and 
Bellingham Public Works or the 
LAP program. The membership 
is being asked to ratify a transac-
tion that was negotiated, at least 
in part, outside the public meet-
ing process. Before the §25 vote, 
members deserve to know the 
full set of contacts that led to the 
authorization.

These four pre-conditions 
don’t slow the LAP process 
meaningfully. An independent 
appraisal can be completed in 

4-6 weeks. A deed restriction 
can be drafted in a single Board 
meeting. A bylaws interpretation 
can be issued by counsel in 2-3 
weeks. A contact disclosure is al-
ready a matter of public record if 
the right records request is filed.

The LAP is a real opportunity 
to turn under-utilized common 
property into permanent water-
shed greenspace, with capital to 
invest in reserves, infrastructure, 
or dues relief. I want this to suc-
ceed. 

The safeguards above are 
how we make sure it does — for 
SVCA, for the watershed, and for 
the members who will be asked 
to vote on it.
Rory O’Brien 
Sudden Valley

Continued from 9

Viewing Meetings
There are four ways to view meetings:

Join in person (not available for all meetings)
Participate via Zoom (see instructions below)
Listen via Telephone (call 360-209-5623 and enter the Zoom
meeting ID)
View on the Sudden Valley YouTube channel (BOD meetings
are streamed live on YouTube. All other meetings are posted
the following day)

Instructions to Join Zoom Meetings
Click the BOD/Committee Meeting Link posted on the
individual BOD/committee webpages on SuddenValley.com

      OR
Go to Zoom.com
Click on “Meet” on the top menu bar and select “Join a
meeting”
Enter the meeting ID in the dialogue box and click “Join”

Scan the QR code to view the Sudden Valley 
Board of Directors & Committee Overview page 
for more information.

Meeting Access Information
Meetings Overview
Sudden Valley has a Board of Directors and five committees that
meet on a regular basis. The Appeals Committee meets on an as-
needed basis. 

Each meeting has a 15-minute public comment period; Association
members must be attending in-person or via Zoom to participate.

UPCOMING MEETINGSUPC O MI NG  ME E T I NG S

BOD/Committee
Usual Meeting

Day During
Month

Time Location
Zoom

Meeting ID

Board of Directors 2  & 4  Thund th 7:00 PM
Multi-Purpose

Room A
86704997445

Architectural Control
Committee

1  Thust 9:00 AM Zoom 83287084478

Architectural Control
Committee

3  Thurd 5:00 PM
Multi-Purpose

Room A
83287084478

Document Review
Committee

3  Wedrd 3:00 PM Zoom 82522627180

Finance Committee 3  Wedrd 6:30 PM Zoom 83670070736

Long-Range Planning
Committee

1  Thust 6:30 PM
Multi-Purpose

Room A
89486224133

Nominations & Elections
Committee

Last Mon 6:30 PM Zoom 84647671152

Appeals Committee Meets As Needed

Safety Committee 3  Thurd 2:00 PM
Multi-Purpose

Room A
82499784476
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5 Valley Crest Way Tri-level home near Gate 
3 on quiet non-through street, backing to private 
greenbelt. Cedar siding w/natural stain, open floor 
plan, and vaulted ceilings w/skylights. 3 bdrms, 2 
ba, and huge family rm. Updated kitchen incl. quartz 
countertops, new hardwood flooring throughout + 
slate flooring in select areas. Recent upgrades incl. 
2-year-old roof, modern updates throughout, and 
completed energy assessment w/sealing improvements 
for added efficiency. Over 637 sq ft of deck space. 
Living rm feat. gas fireplace, and home includes 
on-demand water heater. All appliances stay, making 
this home move-in ready. $519,900

2 Marigold Drive Enjoy affordable living in 
Bellingham’s Sudden Valley community! Remodeled 
studio condo has new flooring, quartz countertops, 
double-pane windows, and new appliances. Relax 
on your private deck while enjoying views of Sudden 
Valley Golf Course’s 18th hole. Open floor plan 
creates a comfortable, versatile living space, ideal for 
full-time residence or vacation getaway. Conveniently 
located near SV’s many amenities, incl. restaurants, 
trails, Lake Louise, fitness center, shopping area, bus 
stop, waterfront parks, marina, tennis courts, and 
dog park. Unit also features utility room w/stacked 
front loader washer & dryer.  $249,000

Azam Nader
Broker

No smoking of any kind, no drugs. Applicants must have good credit. 
Call for application. Application fee - $35 single, $45 married. 

SUDDEN VALLEY
RENTAL LISTINGS

3 bedroom 2 full bath, recently 
remodeled, 3-car garage. Rent $2800

6 months lease Fully Furnished 1 bdrm, 
1.5 ba, lake & golf course view. Rent $2000

Long term lease Studio condo with
golf course view. Rent $1500

Long term lease Large shop off
Mt Baker Hwy. Rent $2500

360-733-3700

1200 Lakeway Drive, Unit #2 
Bellingham, WA 98229

www.sunmarkproperties.com
email: sunmarkproperties@msn.com 

NEW PRICE

NEW LIS
TING

2 Marigold Drive #9 Affordable living in a 
beautifully remodeled condo nestled in the natural 
beauty of Sudden Valley. Overlooking the 18th 
fairway, this light-filled home features new windows, 
elegant quartz countertops, stainless steel appliances, 
and stylish updates throughout. Take advantage of 
Sudden Valley’s outstanding amenities, including 
an award-winning golf course, swimming pools, 
fitness center, miles of hiking trails, private beaches, 
restaurants, marina access, and more. Don’t miss 
this opportunity to own a move-in-ready condo with 
golf course views in one of Whatcom County’s most 
sought-after communities! $289,000

Whether you’re buying, selling, leasing, or managing, I’m committed to
protecting your investment and helping you achieve the best possible results.

I specialize in property management and real estate sales,
providing personalized, hands-on service for:

- Residential Properties
- Vacant Land  -  Commercial Properties
- Business Sales  -  Commercial Leasing

In Tribute to John Kelleher
It is with great sadness that we remember and honor the life of John Kelleher, a truly 

remarkable person who dedicated nearly five decades of his life to serving the Sudden Valley 
community. John began his work in Sudden Valley in 1976 as a broker with Sun-Mark

 Properties, and over the years became a trusted property manager for the many condominium 
associations throughout the community. His commitment to his work went far beyond simply 

managing properties. John cared deeply about the people he served and took great pride 
in helping maintain and strengthen the community he had been a part of for so many years. He was depend-

able, hardworking, and always willing to lend his experience and guidance. His long-standing relationships with 
residents, association members, and colleagues were a reflection of the trust and respect he earned throughout 
the years. John passed away on August 3rd at the age of 79, leaving behind a legacy of service that will not be 

forgotten. The countless people whose lives he touched, and the community he served so faithfully, are a lasting 
part of that legacy. His absence will be deeply felt. May he rest in peace, and may his family and loved ones 

find comfort in knowing how much he meant to the community.

Petunia
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Free local delivery with orders of $15+! 

(360) 738-3663
www.petstopinfo.net

Mon.-Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 9am-6pm

326 36th St, Sehome Village, Bellingham

Locally Owned Since 1993

10% OFF
Entire Purchase

With Coupon
One coupon per customer. 

Coupon cannot be combined with any
 other discounts. Expires 12/31/26.

By Robert J. Livingston
Member Submission

The first Little Free Library in 
the U.S. was built in 2009 by the 
late Todd Bol in Hudson, Wiscon-
sin. It was designed to look like a 
one-room schoolhouse as a tribute 
to his late mother, a book lover and 
school teacher who had recently 
died.

Bol built and installed more 

book boxes across the Midwest 
and after a while, the idea started 
to spread. Little Free Library offi-
cially incorporated as a nonprofit 
organization in 2012 with the mis-
sion to be a catalyst for building 
community, inspiring readers and 
expanding book access for all.

Bol’s goal was the creation of 
2,510 Little Free Libraries which 
would surpass the number of li-
braries founded by Andrew Carn-

egie, the Pittsburgh-area phi-
lanthropist who funded library 
buildings in cities across the Unit-
ed States. That goal was met in 2012 
and currently there are more than 
200,000 registered little libraries in 
neighborhoods on all seven conti-
nents around the world. For a fee, 
the Little Free Library non-profit 
organization will register a library, 
provide it with a charter number 
and put it on their global map.  

How they work
The little libraries are commu-

nity-driven book-sharing boxes 
that operate on a simple take a 
book, share a book honor system. 
Anyone can drop off books or take 
books home to keep, completely 
free of charge. Many book boxes 
also exchange other media such 
as DVDs, jig-saw puzzles, trading 
cards, even sticks for our canine 
friends. Library stewards manage 
the inventory to keep the collec-
tion of offerings fresh.  

ACC approval
Installing a book box in Sudden 

Valley requires a permit from our 
Architectural Control Committee, 
which is in favor of the addition 
of little libraries in our neighbor-
hoods. A simple one-page ap-
plication describing the location 
and design of the structure will be 
reviewed by the committee to en-
sure the safety of the placement 
and construction of the book box. 
Exterior Alteration Request appli-
cations are available online at sud-
denvalley.com and are reviewed 
within three weeks at no cost.  

Construction ideas, costs, kits
Although library construction 

kits are available from many ven-
dors online, upcycling old furni-
ture is a fast, budget-friendly way 
to build a book box. Just repurpose 
an old nightstand, a metal filing 
cabinet, a bread box or a kitchen 
wall cabinet by sealing it with 
weatherproof caulk, adding a latch 
and painting it with an exterior 
grade paint.

Although our dark, wet environ-
ment is conducive to reading and 
coffee, it can be problematic to the 
outdoor storage of books. Weather 
and wind proofing need to be con-
sidered in the box design. Protect 
the books from the elements by ap-
plying waterproof flashing tape to 
the roof seams and incorporating a 
drip-edge in the roof cover.

Inexpensive, repurposed pres-
sure-treated lumber for the post 
and base can be acquired from 
our local architectural salvage 
and building recycling suppliers 
in Bellingham. A nicely designed 
book box can be assembled for less 
than $50.  

Sudden Valley locations
In testament to Sudden Valley’s 

community spirit the bibliophiles 
in our neighborhoods have spon-

sored at least eight little libraries: 
two in Gate 1, one in Gate 2, three 
in Gate 3 and one each in Gates 5 
and 13. 

Inside the entrance to Gate 1 is 
a nicely appointed book box at 17 
Windward Lane. The box is identi-
fiable by its brightly colored yellow 
door and artfully hand-painted 
wildflowers.   

The North Point Library near 
54 North Point Lane in Gate 1 is a 
wonderful example of an elegant 
design featuring a repurposed five-
gallon planter as a base and simple 
cedar clad box with a sloped roof.  
The collection often features ro-
mance novels which apparently 
turn-over frequently, or so I am 
told.  

In Gate 2 in the garden at the 
entrance to the Richfield Condos 
at the intersection of Valley View 
Circle and Marigold Drive is one 
of Sudden Valley’s chartered Little 
Free Libraries.  

Maple Leaf Park at the north 
end of Gate 3 is host to a large, 
well-loved book box set on stump 
adjacent to the play area.  

At the top of Green Hill Road at 
the intersection of Sudden Valley 
Drive in Gate 3 is an enchanting 
book box that is reportedly inhab-
ited by fairies and gnomes. It even 
features a solar powered reading 
light for evening visits and a stick 
library for our canine users.  

In Gate 3 at 16 Little Strawberry 
Lane is a cute blue book box at the 
end of the driveway set back from 
the street. Set on a solidly designed 
and seismically stable brick base, 
this is another of Sudden Valley’s 
chartered Little Free Libraries.  

At the entrance to Gate 5 just 
south of the mailbox cluster and 
play area in a shady grove of trees 
sits a charming little library next 
to one of Sudden Valley’s Blessing 
Boxes.  

In Gate 13 on Lost Lake Lane 
is an adorable book box upcycled 
from an old newspaper dispenser.  

Sudden Valley offers many 
wonderful amenities, and these 
neighbor-sponsored book boxes 
are a true testament to our civic 
spirit. Our little libraries can often 
be found as the waypoints on dog 
walks and stroller stop-overs and 
are an opportunity to explore a 
new gate and meet new neighbors.

So why not take a stroll? Our 
continued patronage truly bolsters 
community spirit, inspires readers 
and expands book access for all 
our neighbors.

Book sharing boxes inspire readers and expand book access for all


